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CHAPTER 1 

" of that time do I now behold the half-dubious path of c\cnts 
marhed out bj the Fates . for when thy }cars shall have accomplished 
eight times seven departures and returns of the sun, and those two 
numbers, each whereof, but for a different reason, is hold to be a full 
number, shall, bj a natural concurrence, fulfil the great destinies re 
sciacd to thee by the Fates — then shall the state cast its fortunes 
wholly upon thee and thy name , then shall the senate, then shall all 
good citizens, then shall our allies, and all the people of Latium, turn 
their eyes to thee Upon thee alone shall then depend the safety of 
the state In short, thou alone, clothed with the power of dictator, 
shall be the support of the republic, if thou shalt but escape the im- 
pious hands of thy relations ” — SciPio's Dream ’ 

A SINGULAR succession of events was now prepanng 
the way for Bonaparte to seize the crown of his exiled 
masters Like Archimedes, he only wanted a fulcrum and 
a powerful lever to raise the globe He found both, the 
one in the adulation of the tnbunate, the other in the 
enthusiastic devotion of the army With such supports 


I The following is the onginal passage — " Sed ejus temporis anci- 
pitem video quasi fatonim viam nam cum mtas tua septenos octieS 
sobs anfractus reditusque converfent, duoque hi numeri, quorum uter- 
que plenus, alter altera de causa, habetur, circuitu naturah, summam 
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he had It in hi* power to shaJce all the monarcWes of 
Europe, as a stafol mechanic, by means of his ropes and 
pulleys, raises and lets down the greatest weights. It 
was caty to see that the docOity of the one and the Im-e 
of glory of the other would enable him to do whatew 
he pleased They were, mdeed useful instruments in his 
hands. They were ready to bo put in play whene\-cr he 
should loosen the springs which moi-ed them In N-am 
would they have attempted to resist the motion comma 
mcated to them they had to obey it and it was ujelets 
for them to think of avoidmg the onward mov em ent 
That which consolidates a mflitaiy state i* ohedience 
Tia that which makes all the members of the body politic 
ccKiperato to present a smgie head tis that which anni 
hUates mdividuol Interests and establishes on thdr nnm 
one commco caose. It doses eveiy eye while it pat* every 
arm is motion. It serves the twofold p u r p ose of o bandage 
to hide the preapice, and a curb to restrain Heaum when 
she would talk of self preservation 

Probably Bonaparte did not foresee the enormous power 


tIU fttalem coafeceriDi. In ta Q&am. atqoe tn tnoia ooeen. le tcpu 
c oa T e rt eri t d -tnu te aenami, te cases hcoi, le Mci]. te LnlisI In, 
tMtmntar ta eri* oau In qno nltntor driUlb nlnt ue M molu, 
<iiTfT«t[ftt««Qpnrt«>t e} Impiii profistptonamAeit^ 
effpgtd .” — Offre Omit Ct Vol \II p- 199 

Thb coriora pawnee BioU not, tny c rfr be retarded a pf o pbecy 
The Roman orator merely pot* it Into the month of Sdfrfo Afrkanot. 
whom bo Introduces Jn a dream to PoUfa* Comefftn Sefpio /ntt brW 
Iho latter demroraJ Canhafio and whOe b* was beadlec tbe npedltlrm 
against that injured and ID fated eoratry Tbo otJ AWeantn. In ihr 
MUM latCTYicw give* mteraac* to a aenltoota which, though, prrlupi 
icH orthodox than patriotic. *«im worthy of being (poted a appU 
cable both to Nipoleoo and tbe filw friend* abo de*ened him hi bl 
boor of need — - OmnJbtt*. «]oi pilriam coowrrartnt. adjairrint. an 
Mot. errtnm ease In etrlo *c definitnm locnta. aH beail r»o Kmrf«mw 
fnantnr" Ac.— TaaaiLATor 
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which the title of Emperor would give him. Everythmg 
leads me to believe that he was made giddy by the im- 
mensity of that power. He was about to found an empire, 
and to give to it his laws It was not enough, however, 
for him to be both pnnce and legislator , his subjects must 
be accustomed to submission Those who had nothmg to 
expect from Court favours soon learned to mourn over that 
shadow of liberty which they had enjoyed smce 1789 
They secretly leaned in favour of every attempt to restore 
that liberty, and the repubhcan spirit of many among them 
kept alive the hope of one day reconquering it Still, the 
mtenor of Fr?ince was shielded from the scenes of blood 
which might have been provoked by the audacity of some 
and the weakness of others, had the reins of government 
been m different hands Bonaparte contented himself with 
sendmg a few mtnguers mto exile — a punishment to which 
even the cabals they belonged to could not reasonably 
object He was not actuated by the wanton and cruel 
motive of fighting battles merely to try the strength of his 
throne He could at any moment send his orders through 
Europe, and cause them to be repeated by mdlions of 
mouths, and defended by milhons of arms , and it was not 
necessary for him to prove to the world his perfect ability 
to mamtain his dommation over the rums of a repubhc 
whose conflagration began at the first moment of its exist- 
ence, which was the murder of the King, and whose 
rumous walls, still smokmg with the blood of the august 
victim, were ever ready to tumble down and crush their 
founders, a just though tardy chastisement from a pro- 
tecting Providence, who opened men’s eyes to make them 
the witnesses of their own pumshment 

Bonaparte received contmually the highest marks of 
confidence and goodwill from the two councils For the 


I — 2 
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rest, be remembered that although he had not been pro 
clamied First Consul by thor unanimous \*ote (a tict that 
ga\o turn little exmeeru) ho had received that honour from 
the people a orcumstance that flattered him greatly He 
said, correctly that men of true courage seek for no other 
recompense than the glory of serving tbeir country Men 
isill for e\er talk of me, said he posterity will remem 
ber me — Yes, said I you would be immortal if you 
had less ambitiom"— Hear me Josephbc, he replietL I 
would willingly place the brother of Louis \M on the 
throne because that it just, and ought to bo yet I should 
always tremble before him for whenever be saw me he 
would be forced to say to btmself He who had it in hi^ 
power to place the crown upon my brow ts al^ able to 
remme it Do you thmW a soxtreign could be \ery fond 
of so dangerous a man ? In me the people hate what they 
wxmld not hate in a legitimate monarch in their cj'ea I am 
nothing but a soldier Do yxni think 1 could aJnujw stem 
this torrent of hatred and from the height of honours 
descend into ohscunt) — be notbuig less than nothing after 
hnuog been cierylhing — languish on in the repowj of a 
quiet but unknown existence 7 However delightful such a 
life may be it could ne\er blot from my memory the Irfil 
Hunt scenes 1 hai-e enacted— scenes which would lie for 
c^er recumng to my imaginatioo No such a life would 
male me miserobJe- J ha»e been long reconaled wlh the 
republicans and your husband madam will soon l>r sealed 
upon the most splendid throne m the world 

Caro6t was one of those men whcnc opinions do not 
change with arcumstances An cnthuiiastic suppmter of 
the new republic, he used all hK efforts in opprrJtton to 
the Imperial Go\eftimcnt Itut liVe so many othrrs I «• 
was constrained to luaw dawn liefore the wlol he had sought 
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to overthrow hly husband never pardoned him for giving 
utterance to sentiments so contrary to his interests ^ 

Meanwhile the CnminaJ Court was proceeding with 
the tnal of the conspirators against the life of the First 
Consul General Moreau, having been committed to 
pnson in the Conciergene, and hoping for no favour after 
so bold a step had been taken against him, now busied 
himself in preparing his defence His confinement was 
not so strict but that he was permitted to see Ins wife, 
and to communicate freely with his counsel Yet, too 
proud, as he himself said, of the testimony of his own 
conscience, he walked with head erect, and more resembled 
a general enjoying a tnumph than a pnsoner accused of 
high treason “ 


1 While I would render the fullest justice to the profound know- 
ledge and acquirements of CarnOt, I am constrained to say that I never 
heard his name announced \\ithout a shudder I had not forgotten 
the part he acted in the death of my first husband His memory 
was ever dear to me, and when I saw one of the men approach me 
who had confirmed the order for his arrest, my heart felt wounded, 
my eyes \serc bathed m tears , it recalled the memory of those mourn- 
ful times And yet, in his presence, 1 affected a sort of serenity, though 
1 found it impossible to feign goodwnll towards him The terrible 
words, "Committee of Public Safetj," still nng in my ears, and I 
used to feel really fatigued at the close of those interview's which 
were so pamful to all who wished to forget that dreary and melan- 
choly portion of the past — a period painful indeed to a majonty of 
the French people, who had been forced to endure the horrors of 
the Revolution — Note by Josephine 

2 Moreau had certainly performed distinguished military services 
for the republic The following battles attested his bravery — 

Battle of Rastadt, July 5th, 1796. agamst Latour 
Battle of Ettingen, July gth, 179G, against the Archduke Charles 
Battle of Biberach, Oct and, 1796, against the Archduke Charles 
Battle of Hohenhnden, Dec 3rd, 1800, against the Archduke John, 
in which General Richepanse was slam 

But all his milit^xy services for France were, surely, no excuse 
for his counselling with the known royalists and traitors, Pichegru 



6 


sccRirr MEMOIRS or 


PichegTO had also been arrested- It was known that 
for some time this general had been Iinng m Paris, and 
the hatred of his enemies was not slow in taking satis 
faction upon him The onfortunato man was committed 
to the Temple. Sustained by a sense of bis innocence, 
he supported this calamity with courage, less affected by 
his own humiliation than by the danger which menaced 
his country He sent me a letter confidentially and I 
took good care not to let Bonaparte see it. I saw no 
means of saving him and wns afraid lest my oam real 
in his behalf might proio fatal to him, in which case I 
should have had to reproach myself with acceJerating 
hts rmn I thought it my duty to advfae him to address 
himself directly to Fouch6, promising to iraito my Inflacnce 
is-ith that of the mimster to obtain Iea\e far him to 
reside in Araenca. But hts el'll star that had led him 
to bestow his confidence on a man whom he had the 
misfortune to regard as his fnend induced him to neglect 
the salutary hints which were conveyed to him by m) 
orders and I soon saw that the illustrious Pichegru had 
Imt a short time to IInx (j) 

While cowardly courtiers were employing all thetr 
arts to effect their cnmlnal objects, Ikmaparte influtneed 
b) their advice urged on with more earnestness than 
e^xr the tnal which was to destroy the roost faithful of 
rreochmen T*be consul could not pardon Morcaus 
apparent modesty He Is,” said he an amlulfaus 
roan he would if be could place himself at the head 

oad Ceonrf% k** tw U RimlM »p«olrt» *1 

tonU ot DrevJen (•!»« be w» ii»ort»llr a fact *btcb 

*o<Bci«iily coofimM tbe chance of tmnthU 

foe wUch be hmhbed by iba rVrl ComJ Traitor* cWr>r 
oo merry The lafcty <rf a tal» twcroonly tWpnv! apoa lb* 
fiJrUiy e4 Jrt aobVet — Ta tuijee 
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of a party, and put doMn my authonty , I intend to 
overthrow him. This I cannot fail to do by extending 
my conquests still further I am always afraid of finding 
in my waj' a warrior as cnterpnsing as myself ” 

I tried to correct his opinions as to the intentions of 
the general, who, by his implacable enemies, had been 
represented to him as burning with a thirst for power 
and aspinng to the throne of France But when I inti- 
mated to him that Moreau would not be conincted, he 
became enraged " The proofs,” said he, “ are as clear 
as day. I well know what my duty imposes upon me, 
as the magistrate charged to watch over the safety of 
the state ” He then, after some moments of rejection, 
consented that the judges should give him their private 
opinions as to the punishment to be inflicted upon the 
general 

France is well acquainted with the letter which the 
illustnous pnsoner sent to Bonaparte before his sentence 
was pronounced He preserved his dignity throughout, 
and gave the new Emperor to understand that it had 
once depended upon him whether he should obtain the 
supreme power Napoleon could not dissemble his rage 
“As long as Moreau lives,” said he, “ he will be my most 
formidable nval Two suns cannot shine together upon 
the same honzon One of them must be eclipsed, and 
mme must tnumph over his ” Fouch6, whb was present at 
this conversation, ventured some observations, to v/hich I 
joined my own, telling my husband that he ought not to 
descend so low as to attempt to gain the opinion of the 
judges against Moreau, and give his agents such orders 
“ Fear,” said Be, with energy, “ fear, madam, that I may 
increase their seventy ' Keep silence, at least, and do not 
provoke me , your audacity has already destroyed every 
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disposition on my part to rrvcrlook his faults 1 " — I do not 
ask any Indulgence for ham — I will not nutr any for his 
judges, if you will only do justice ** said I with a feeling of 
profoimd mdignntion 

This important matter continued to be for 

some days before the Crunina) Court and the public had 
full time to form their conclosloas before the argument 
ended But few persons, and only those who were particu 
larly designated, were permitted to enter the Tuflenes 
Bonaparte was afraid the conspirators would obtain some 
advantage, either by means of their mtrigues, or by famish 
mg hmta to the counsel engaged in the defence. Never (hd 
accused persons present more grounds to interest others in 
their favour The courage of Georges Cadoudal, the gncf 
of the two Pobgnacs, who though bom cm the steps of the 
throne (as tbeir counsel eloquently said) found themselves, 
by means of a terrible Revolabon seated m the cnrmnal s 
bOT Moreau renowned for his victones—Morcau who, 
had be not been paralysed by a want of means, might 
perhaps, have surpassed the conqueror of Italy AU this 
said the people who attended the trial — all this disproves 
the charge the 1*617 appearance, the known virtues, the 
greatness, the honour of the accused preclude the idea that 
they can be guilty of the crunos laid to their charge 

Alas I they had not uttered one word m their own 
defence before the spectators bad made up their minds that 
they were mnocent — the public I mean who seldom err in 
their ^judgment if unseduced 1 ^ others. Not one of the 
accusations was sustamed by clear proof The counsel for 
the prisoners shed a flood of light upon n part of the case 
but the counsel for the Government in closing the case to 
the jury replied '^cm ha\c liecn listening gentlemen to 
a tissue of gross lies, which I will not take the trouble to 
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unravel , let it suffice to know that nothing is more false 
than what these conspirators have set up in their own 
defence, and in defence of their accomplices. I demand 
that the question be put to the vote ” 

The vote was taken, and, as was to be expected from 
the prejudice existing against Moreau, whom to defend 
was to condemn, a majonty of those cowardly creatures 
sentenced him to death ’ “ When ambition engenders 

crime,” said they, “we must not wink at, but punish it ” 
The minority were in favour of imprisonment, some for a 
longer and some for a shorter time 

But the First Consul did not approve of the sentence oi 
death, and when 1 heard of this, I felt a sincere satisfaction, 
not only on account of kloreau, but on account of my 
husband and his safety I had heard that the greater 
part of the spectators of that trial wore arms upon their 
persons, and that, had any signal been given, they were 
ready to leap over the feeble barriers which separated them 
from the general, and form around him a rampart of their 
bodies 

Who knows but those same arms might be directed 
against the life of his persecutor, and be instrumental in 
producmg the most ternble catastrophes ' I felt it my duty 
to warn Bonaparte of the possibility of such an outbreak , 
he pretended to believe nothing about it until Murat pre- 
sented to him a report upon the state of public opinion, by 
which he was induced to save the life of his great rival in 
glory A most touching scene took place in the Cnminal 

I Moreau’s tnal made a great noise Pichegru's death gave nse 
to a thousand conjectures Some said, “ The satellites of Bonaparte 
have strangled him” “No,” replied others, “he has committed 
suicide ” Whatever may have been the fact, the public settled down 
m the conviction that this atrocious act was to be attributed to Bona- 
parte’s advisers 
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Court Scarcely was the terrible sentence proDonneed 
when the two -yoang Polignacs threw themselves mto each 
other s arms. Save my brother 1 savT my brother I ex 
claimed the yoimgor in the most heartrending accents 
he has a wife to support as for myself I have felt 
noth in g but the thoms of hfo, and I shall meet death 
without fear and without reproach 1 

The famous Georges Cadoudal with extraordinary 
self possession dared to assert in the face of this terrible 
Areopagus, that ke tg)to buimui a cxmspftaioT cvgkt to knoit 
bo9 to du end kaid ku tongue Spealdng of the First 
Consul ho said Thon deedvest thyself, Bonaparte, if 
m the excess of thy hatred thon thinkest that in dooming 
me to death thou hast tnomphed over me on the con 
trary I tnomph over thee by dying with fintmeas, I giw 
np to thy steel a head which life would to a convicted 
man only cxpose to vulgar insults— a bead which when 
lifeless, Will upon the scaffold where thy cruelty exposes 
it bo thine **>•»• rather than the evidence of thy sue 
ccssful vengeance. After having lived so long for the glor) 
of my country rt only remains for me to die for her 
defence 

Charles d Honer thus apostrophised his judge* ^ou 
condemn me to-day your turn wHl perhaps, come to- 
morrow But there is an avenging God who will knov. 
bow to ptmish you- All the accused displayed an im 
posing dignity the badge of innocence 

Bonaparte did not take pride in the judgments which 
were pronounced. I should” said be ha\e pardoned 
certain of them for form » sake, and scarcely any of them 
de se r ve d so se vere a sentence ” He could have wished 
also that Georges Cadoadal had so far humbled himself 
as to nrt for a commutatioti of the capital sentence pro- 
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nounced against him, to that .of imprisonment for life; 
but the Vendean chief preserved all his hardihood and 
all his pnde He even tore to pieces a memorial which 
was addressed and presented to him, in which his friends 
tried to persuade him that he Avould obtain pardon, jiro- 
nded he would ask it (2) It was not thus, however, 
with others of the condemned The Duchess of PoHgnac 
used aU her efforts to save her unhappy husband. Slie 
was presented to me, she spoke well, and expressed her- 
self with that warmth of feeling which electrifies those to 
whom it IS addressed. It doubtless cost much of her pride 
to be reduced to this kmd of humiliation. 

I wept with her and concerted the means of introducing 
her to Bonaparte, who, during those mournful trials, had 
remamed altogether unapproachable. I presented rnyr/.lf 
first, he put me off, without showing any symptoms of 
pity I returned to that aSicted v oman. I hope e.ery- 
thing from jour goodness, madam.'’ said ^he. — “ /.las I ” 
I rephed. with eyes hlied yrith tears, feeble influence 
over the Emperor leases me scarcely a raj of hop^:::; re.er- 
theless, I vdll again try to change his mir 


-fcllov. 


At the moment - 
manner as to mee 
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whelmed by the deepest distress a wife and a mother 
with every possible reason to deprecate the blow that 
was about to fall upon her — why should she rebel ajrgmiQ 
the umvertal enthusiasm which he inspired ? Her soul was 
full of feeling and confidence ^he was sick, afflicted with 
physical suffering mental angmah and deep despair she 
was alone feeble dying — passing mto obbiuon- Alas 1 
with a wife so afflicted how could Pohgnac be guilty ? 

Sa%e him 1 save him 1 Sire " she exclaimed m a voice 
of agony establish your power upon the basis of de 
money I — Begin, said I by way of aiding her suit 
begin to bo generous One word from yon, Bonaparte, 
will restore to this weepmg wife the being she most loves 
upon earth the most lovely prerogative of a sovereign is 
the power to pardon Use it — use that sublime faculty to 
perpetuate your glory and let the first days of yom reigtj 
be distmguished by deeds of chanty and londnecs.” I 
knew well the effect which these energetic words would 
have upon him and was not deceived in my expectation 
He promised to save Pohgnac. I can pardon your hus- 
band, madam " said he to the duchess He has offended 
no one but me. A few acts of deraency at the commence 
ment of my reign cannot hurt roe.” He seemed for a 
moment mdted to pty but feanng v.e might think he 
was about to extend the like indulgence to others of the 
condemned be qmtted us, casting at me a glance which 
seemed to say I hope you at least are satisfied but 
spare me henceforth such applications His air became 
more tranquil and be •tro\'c to hide the tumultuous 
thoughts which agitated him 

I could not but testify to ^^adame Pohgnac the hap 
pmess it ga\*o me to has“e been selected as the advocate 
of her cause, and assured her that certain powerful per 
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sonages had united their efforts to afford her, in the midst 
of her ills, all the succour, or, at least, every consolation in 
their power , and that the preference which she had seen 
fit to give me in the matter was justified by the zeal and 
smcenty which I had consecrated to her serince 

At that time how many circumstances were there to 
awaken my surprise and my sensibility ' I felt unwilling 
to leave the other proscribed persons m their present cruel 
situation I directed one of my most faithful people to 
repair in disguise to Moreau, in order to persuade him to 
solicit permission to go to America I had conferred on 
the subject with Fouche,' and was convinced that this 
proposition, if made by some other person than myself, 
would meet ivith the approbation of my husband While 
waiting for my messenger’s return, I sent to beg General 

B , the commandant of the chateau of Vincennes, to 

treat his new pnsoners with humanity, and permit them 
to communicate freely ivith one another As to Georges 
Cadoudal, he was tired of life When he was about to 
mount the scaffold, a last proposition was made to him 
He replied ivith the frankness of a hero who feared 
nothing but the reproaches of his conscience “ Bona- 
parte,” said he, “would do wrong to pardon me, our 
mutual dislike does not permit us to resort to dissimula- 
tion From what I have attempted to do, let him judge of 
that which I am capable of undertaking , it will show him 
that he must regard me as his most constant, but generous 
enemy, so long as a Bourbon shall exist on the face of the 
earth I dare speak to him the severe language of truth 
After all, he is but a man favoured by fortune In the 

I Fouche did not approve of Napoleon’s extreme measures " We 
must temporise," said he, "violence is an approach towards weakness, 
and an act of clemency will do more to restrain them than the scaffold ” 
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eyes of logitimato monarchs, Napoleoa can only act the 
part of a Jnlins Cffisar and I foresee that he will, in his 
tnm come to a deplorable end " 

Bonaparte 9 advlaers did not pnde themselves upon a 
scmpulous falfilment of their engagements or I should 
rather say faithlessness formed the basis of their charac 
ters. They flattered themselves that their master while 
he seemed to consent to Moreau s departure to the United 
States would easily find means to render that part of his 
punishment fllusory by covenng with ambuscades the road 
he was to trav^ These sateUites took it for granted 
that Moreau would perish before ho reached the place of 
hiS destination ” Bat they were mistaken never did 
Napoleon coocerve such a thought The moment it be- 
came apparent that Moreau s friends would present to 
him that sort of capitulation he ordered the commlssoners 
of the marine to make every preparation for the \‘oyagc 
of the lUasttious exile. \V!tb a sentiment of pleasure 
which ho could not conceal he hastened to mform me 
that the ocean would soon place betwixt bun and his nval 
a barrier which he regarded as eternal He was then far 
from perceiving the secrets which the dark future concealed 
from him (3) 

This sentence did not of course, satisfy the diflcrent 
parties, who, unenlightened by it as to their respective 
destmies, explained it each in his own waj and with 
reference to his own intentions. They flattered them 
solves that these reflections would open to them the avc 
of Trophonius.* Every situation in life has its lesson for 

t Thai fuDon oraclo of Ikpodi was opoa a tnocmulo, b an 
aoclovtn) of whhe stooes, on which wen erreted brarrn otwttl 
\VHhb thi» ceckwnr* was a CMiern ahafcd lilro as oven hews oat by 
tnnnnn hands Tha descent was bjr means of a nsafl ladder there not 



ruL rMPKi ss jobLPiiiNn 


15 


man, and he is truly A\orthy of the name of man who 
receucs the fa\ours of fortune, or meets the frowns of 
adxersity, wuth unrulTled brow 

Like all persons, I then supposed that none but Moreau 
could fall from the Tarpcian rock without abandoning all 
hope of the futuic success of his cause The moment of 
misfortune is the one when the truly great man displays 
the highest energy Do not let me pretend to pity him , 
when I saw' him struggling with ad\crsity, I could not but 
admire him. 

“\Vhate\cr may be the moral force which w'e receive 
from nature and from Mrluous habits or education, it is 
hard, indeed, to forgi\c cither men or one’s country for 
having prexented one’s doing the good he aimed at.” 
Such were the well-founded reflections of klorcau, when 
exiled from France He for a w'hilc hesitated between 
the desire to xindicatc himself in the eyes of the com- 
panions of his glor}, and the necessity of respecting the 
circumstances which commanded him to be silent He 
dared make no explanation in the presence of the guard 
by w'hom he was surrounded , and his sad looks betrayed 

being room enough for sl.-urs At the bottom of the first hole, which 
\vas\erj narrow', there was another c.a\em still narrower, into which 
the visitor was compelled to crawl He was required to carry in each 
hand a kind of composition of lionej , he passed his feet into the aper- 
ture, and immediately felt himself drawn dow'nward with considerable 
force and rapidity Here the future was made known to him, sometimes 
by seeing, sometimes by heanng He then crawled out of the cavern 
feet first, and was immediately placed upon the stool of Mnemosyne, 
where he was questioned as to what he had seen or heard He was 
then taken, half-crazed, into the temple of the Good Genius, where he 
was left to recover from his fright, and required to write upon a tablet 
what he had seen or heard, and which the pnests appeared to interpret 
in their peculiar manner What increased the horror of the cavern 
was that the penalty of death aw’aited those who presumed to interro- 
gate the god without making all the requisite preparations 
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the deep ocgtash of hts souL Bat he ihoiJd h»ve told 
them that the victories of Bonaparte would yet be 
strangely inflated by his Belflo^e and that like other 
conquerors, he would finally depart from the way of 
prudence and moderation that the greatest nnsfbrtune 
which can be^ a smerogn is to lend a complacent ear 
to the advice of the dangerous men who surround him 
One of the greatest faults of a sovereign is ingratitude 
which makes him forget the scmces of the brave men 
who by thor courage, have contributed to the prosperity 
of the state. Whenever Napoleon is guilty of mjustke, he 
will alienate the hearts of tna new subjects and lose all 
right to thor respect thor love and thor fidelity And 
thus he did speak, when having passed the seas be landed 
upon that happy shore where a free generous and bos* 
pitable people now reign 
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CHAPTER II 


Bonaparte, now become Emperor, was far from acting 
the part of Cromwell He was altogether a stranger to 
the cnmes of the different factions which succeeded each 
other with such rapidity since the destruction of the 
monarchy On the contrary, he had in some degree 
restrained them What pains had he taken, what care 
had he bestowed, m endeavourmg to extirpate the hydra 
which had for fifteen years been devounng France, and 
ravagmg without pity her most beautiful pronnces * My 
husband, I say, who had m reahty ne\er, m the slightest 
degree, contributed to the misfortunes of the Bourbon 
family, by no means resembled the famous Protector 
stamed with the blood of his King But w'ould the 
modest title of Protector have been sufficient for Bona- 
parte ? Might he not rival the most tnflmg sign of 
royalty without destro}Tng his work ’ His position v/as 
utterly unhke that of CromweD MTnIe he remamed 
the chief magistrate of the new repubhc, he was con- 
stramed to recogmse its principles, and caress its founders 
To use an expression of the good Henry I^ - ‘•he mo=i. Oi. 
them smelt of the old leaven of the League- Bui. chose 




“incorruptible citizens” were no srrangers to tne crrnies 
of the Revolution They had not yet loj^tten tne famous 
“ committees ” of that penod, and soxe^ 

husband’s presence, argued that they h-d - ^ ^ 

serwces to their country, and don- m j 

ducmg hTeral ideas This iras eno^u 
Natural jealousy of Napoleon 


VOL n 
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some noTV Catiline might start np among them and 
consequently, declared war open those sons of Bmtns 
and especially those of them who disapproved of his 
re-establishing public worabip in France, and affording 
a degree of security to the Cathohe clergy The pompous 
words Liberty and Indivislbihty did not awe the head 
of the French Government He had arrived at his object 
and meant to sustain himself He ridiculed the authors 
of the recent law He caused to disappear those dis- 
gusting image* representing what waa called the ‘Goddess 
of Liberty Nobody dared any longer use the hideous 
costume of 1793 the famous red caps were remoiTd 
from the tops of the monuments, as they had for some 
time past ceased to he worn on everybody » bead 
Bonaparte now contented himself with dispbying a 
land of popular talent although he was secretly and really 
engaged in dunlntahmg the immense power of the different 
popular parties. I will said be continually establish n 
solid goiemraent but I stand in need of good iTOrkmcn 
Among those whom I despise, there are some whose 
talents I admire, but whose pnnoples I detest I intend 
to use them as machine* necessary in erecting and 
BUstaioing the edifice of my power So long os I utii 
B onaparte, they were my equals but become Cmperor 
I must make them subject*. The moat of them owe 
thar fortunea to mo the rest in order to preserve 
the fruits of their peculations, will by a sense of their 
own interests, he compelled to hoist my banner It will 

be a curious spectacle he added ^dth a smile to see 

such and such ones bedizened with Lace and co\cred unth 
cotioM I shall assign each his part m the plaj " Then 
immediately resuming hi* senous air ho said Do you 
think I will >*ield them my entire confidence? Ncirrl 
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But unless I afiect to gne them some useful employ- 
ment, those political chameleons will become dangerous , 
and the moment they shall accept the titles I intend 
to gi\e them, those proud lepubhcans will become my 
slaves It IS my purpose, howe\er, to establish a kind 
of set-off for them, and the chains with which I destine 
them to be loaded shall glitter ivith the baubles of favour 
The philosopher and scholar will see nothing about them 
but the evidences of a change in their opinions, and 
the badge of their ancient servitude ” Thus reasoned 
my husband onl)' a few days after he was proclaimed 
an Augustus 

The plan was ably conceived, and he certainly did 
not overrate his pouer when he foresaw that it would 
be adopted both by his friends and his foes 

I employed the language of Bacon, and said to him, 
“ Every one, m his own fancy, builds a little world 
whereof he is the centre, around which revolve all kinds 
of opinions crossing each other’s orbits, eclipsing, avoiding, 
approaching each other, at the ^vlll of the great motive 
power, self-love Truth sometimes gleams out in the 
midst of these confused and tangled motions , but it 
appears only for a moment, and passes on — like the sun 
at noon, we behold it without being able either to stay 
or follow its course 

‘‘ Peace now exists , and peace is in itself a thing 
so lovely that nothing ought to be omitted to presen’e 
it, or at least the hope of it Why sound the alarm ^ 
Why sow the seeds of distrust and excite animosities ’ 
Is it a sure method of preserving peace to abdicate the 
modest title of Consul and immediately assume one more 
pompous ? Is it, moreover, consistent and prudent, while 
you are setting forth the causes of war, to labour to show 


2 — 2 
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that all ponvw is now lodged in the hands of the conqueror 
of Marengo ? ' That he la ready to aggravate his provoca 
hems towards Germany by seeking to demonstrate to her 
that all the strength will henceforth bo on one sde, and 
all the weakness on the other and that she will probably 
find henolf without resources to sustain the conflict ? 
Hear mo further Yon well know that tme valour detests 
butchery as much as it ktves glory I^oes an enemy yield ? 
She ceases to strike she covets not Wood, but honour 
and even her enemy becomes dear to her if victory has 
cost her a great effort” 

He replied wath III humour for I began to embarrass 
bun As against the paasiona, said he what u mere 
gallantry without courage? It is their slave courage is 
their master 

This c on ver sation was without any result I saw 
quickly that it was against bis \’iews and particularly 
when I spoke in fai’our of the French princes. Their 
return had become the more difficult now that be was hi 
possession of their throne To excuse himself m a manner 
to those who could not reconcile the Idea of his virtues 
iNith bis enterprising character be said with an oir of 
frankness, \Miat would jou have me do ? The throne 

I After the batik of ^tarengo w«a galoed (U Is known to whom It 
beloosed) tbe Flnt Connl, Wavlac bis suite by ibemselres, went Into 
one of tboee ^mnll booses whkb are boIU anuwe tbe tIdcs for ibe 
porpoae of protection tbem. lie strode rapWljr l«i|nbwhe and aerm 
tbe rooco. wblcb was odtbsr loog oor broad, aj^ se eax d absorbed In a 
profouod re ter to Geaeral Laco^ bis aide-de-camp, entered to m a te 
hhn a report Bocaporte beard blm. but with marked (oattcnlbn and 
redted to him. in e load rotce and with treat warmth, tbe foOowUf 
lines from tbe « Deaib of IVampey — 

“J al sml, cmitmaod# rabm qtanuUo anoAr' 

T>a moode entni toes main \a les desile^es 
Et J al loaioors co m i a qaen tout i foe meat 
Le desllo des <ms dipeodali d en moment ” 
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has been vacant since the death of Louis XVI The 
Jacobins disdained to sit upon it , I have taken possession 
of it in order to exterminate those sons of Brutus ” To 
others he said, “ I have written to the Pretender, but his 
answer is not at all such as I wished it to be Besides, 
the people have sucked the milk of the Revolution, and 
henceforth a Bourbon will be a stranger among the 
French ” Whenever I was present, I exclaimed against 
such revolting injustice, and pointed out to him how 
dangerous to himself might be the consequences “ Who 
can tell,” said I, “where your dynasty will end ^ Perhaps 
it may soon fall to a icoman ” This remark made him 
furious “ I shall know well, when the time comes,” 
said he, “ how to choose a successor ” Long did he 
chensh the idea that the eldest son of Louis Bonaparte 
should mhent his sceptre and his power (4) 

I was not now unhappy, but I perceived that I was by 
degrees becoming so Napoleon dreamed of nothing but 
invasions The whole extent of Europe was too circum- 
scnbed for his exploits “ I mean,” said he to his courtiers, 
“ soon to be sole sovereign of the world My house will 
one day occupy the principal thrones on earth ” His 
hearers sometimes admitted the possibility of such a result, 
and sometimes smiled with pity at heanng him reason 
thus He was not a man to take a single retrograde step 
when he had once begun an undertaking Discreet by 
nature, the conquests which he meditated were never 
known to others He possessed the art of loolang through 
the characters of men ^ He despised them, but was, at 

I “I despise men," said he to me one day, "because almost all 
those who surround me are vile and corrupt Such and such ones" 
(nammg them to me) "are so servile towards me that, should I order 
it, they would sacrifice the peace of their families, and their dearest 
affections I admit, it is very flattenng to me to mspire such a blmd 
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Chmesa wnters on morals. Ho met with the foUcrwing 
passage — 

The intrigner sometime* meets with great success, 
but ho IS subject to great reverses. The man who is 
straightforward and without ambition rarely acquires a 
great fortune but ho has few disaster* to fear 

He threw aside the book with an air of indignabOD 1 
am " said he, abo\ e fear and I prefer the fint port to the 
second ” I recalled to his imnd this maiam of Seneca 
The light stucco of the outside imposes upon few truth 
on whatever side it is viewed is olway* tho same false 
hood has no consistence a he is transparent a Irftle 
attention enables one to see through it 

Seneca," said he with some warmth * may ha\e been 
nght, but Seneca would probably hai-e been my dupe 1 
ha\e become able to so cotmterfdt my»elf as to gi\*e the He 
direct to the philosopher of Cordova." 

Meanwhile, he was receiving from e\ery part of France 
congratulations upon bis ad\*ont to the throne while I 
myself sighed In contemplating (he Immense power he had 
acquired The more I saw hun loaded with the gifts of 
fortune the more I feared his filL I did not dissemble my 
apprehension that his phantom of a goveruroent would 
always rest upon pillars of clay I knew that thote who 
expected no fa\*ours from the Court who still mourned oier 
tho loss of that shadow of liberty the lague idea of which 
they had once » fondly caressed must aluaj-* lean secretly 
towards wbateier tended to restore it — a temper of mind 
which had long been strengthened by that boldness of 
thought which Is peculiar to republican pnuaples. 

I did not cease to Impress upon him the diRlcutt> of 
managing the thousand interests which agitate on extcn^lw 
empire There are some men ” said I xho arc intimi 
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dated by the mere contemplation of events from which 
others are able to denve great adiantages, and such is 
precisely the history' of modern France ” 

“ Of course,” he replied, “ there will be agitations on all 
sides , but my government will be firm and vigorous , it 
V ill impose silence upon e\ ery one , perverse and wicked 
men wall, perhaps, labour in the dark to destroy it , hatred 
wall he concealed, in the expectation of being sooner or 
later enabled to take advantage of some possible relaxation 
of the military discipline, and to raise rebellions in the 
proiances But I shall see that justice reigns I shall pro- 
tect the people, because they, in their turn, protect me, and 
I shall take care not to trust too much to my courtiers, 
preferring to sound the depths of tnith with my own 
hand ” 

I certainly encouraged such sentiments , they aimed at 
nothing blit the w'elfare of France, and on that point w'e 
w^ere always agreed Whenever he wuthdrew himself from 
that herd of flatterers who perpetually besieged him, and 
did me the honour to yield me his confidence, I found m 
this same Bonaparte^ the soldier’s father, the nation’s 
faithful and generous protector, and the most determined 
enemy of faction 

In order to give an air of legitimacy to Napoleon’s 
accession to power, he thought it necessary to go through 

I The Emperor on parade and the Emperor at home with Jose- 
phine were two such different persons that they would not have been 
tahen for each other The former wore a sad, cold, serious and care- 
worn countenance, the latter, almost an air of gaiety and good- 
humour, enlivened with a smile He had, as everybody knows, the 
finest teeth in the world, and was well-shaped, notwithstanding his 
short stature He had a delicate and well-shaped head, and knew it, 
and took great pams with j t His leg and foot were also elegantly 
shaped His stockings were neat and generally a good fit, though he 
seldom wore them tied — Note by Josephine 
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the ceremony of a coronatioo and commenced the reqoa 
site preparations for that ©vent- There was not however 
accordmg to his Ideas any bishop m France worth) to 
place the crown upon the bead of the French Caesar No 
one but the Sovereign Pontiff was competent to preside at 
the triumph of the modem Charlemagne. There was, 
however a good deal of difficulty m determining the com 
mon Father of the Faithful to legalise m any way by his 
presence this warlMy iukrf>ahn But happdy the plan was 
managed with so much adroitness that \apoleon was en 
abled to congratulate himself upon the blind sobmissioii of 
the 8o\'ereign of Rome It Was ccrtmnly, to triumph over 
a great danger to receive, so peacefully the patrimony of 
Henry IV but it was a far more difficult and signal 
achie\-enient to o^-erawe the Vatican and to constrain the 
successor of the pontiffs, who bad so often menaced the 
most absolute Kings with the apostolic thunders, to come 
and humble himself before one who would fain have been 
locd»ed upon as the hero chosen by Prondence to chastise 
men re-establish religion and rebuild her temples- 

Kapoleon, now at the height of power could not but 
be agreeably surprised at this pas*i\‘c submission of a 
venerable old man I shall, madam '' said he de 
n\c a great admntage from it and the French will not 
with indifference, behold me laboonug in conjuDcllon with 
Plus \ II again to make the I-ords \me flourish 1 
want him to reside m my palace the presence of the 
Holy Father is necessary to the punfication of that place, 
which smee the Revolution has become the abode of the 
power* of hell 

Order* ncre giien to meet the Mar of Jesus Chffrt 
on hi* way to Paris, and apartment* were assigned him 
Nothing can now re*irt tne ** »aid Napoleon amIUng 
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“ I shall soon rule the whole world — what did I say ? — I 
am gomg to possess the keys of Paradise What can 
hinder me from takmg a peep m there myself one of these 
days, and seemg what is going on ^ ” It was the Em- 
peror’s habit thus pleasantly to while away his leisure 
moments But for the rest, he was indefatigable at work, 
and in actual labour he far surpassed his ablest ministers 
The most splendid repast never saw him more than twenty 
mmutes at table (6) He was never in bed more than 
three hours dunng the night At the commencement 
of the consulate he would often wake me from my sleep 
to talk about his projects I found, however, that these 
long vigils were weanng away my health, and entreated 
him to dream alone upon the common good of France, 
and certamly was not sorry when he prolonged his stay 
in his pnvate study — for then I totally forgot all pohtics, 
in which I felt httle interest, and gave myself up to the 
sound sleep whose refreshing influence I stood in need of 
Napoleon left Pans for the purpose of meeting the 
Holy Father They saluted each other with the kiss of 
peace ^ I e\penenced real sorrow on seeing the Roman 
Pontiff My heart sank within me, for everything seemed 
to me to foretell that these two men would become enemies 
The one was paying a Ausit to France to confirm the re- 


I Napoleon brought the Pope from Fontamebleau to Pans in his 
own carnage They sat tete-a-tete dunng this passage “What ivas 
remarkably smgular about it was the regiment of Mamelukes, who 
marched immediately behind the carnage, accompanied by the whole 
of the guard People laughed to see the Mohammedans vying with 
on'e another m respect for the Vicar of Jesus Chnst The public 
foresaw that the followers of the prophet would adorn the tnumphal 
procession to Notre Dame, and their cunosity was not on this occasion 
disappointed That which many had supposed impossible was, to the 
great astonishment of the Romish clergy, now realised , and on that 
ever memorable day the Crescent figured bj' the side of the Cross 
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establishment of religion irh3e the other ■was mtent 
nothing but the confirmation of hw power and authority 
Napoleon did not pretend to prop himself np bj means 
of the Pope s authority although he “was persuaded of 
the necessity of rererting to ancient ideas in the matter 
of the coronation He ■would wilhngly ba\*e sacrificed 
miUions to obtain from the Cathedral of Rheims that 
marvellous ampulla which rchgion had there preserved for 
the consccrabon of long* (7) 

The marled humility of Pius VII did not awe the 
new Emperor He is on Italian said he to me we 
are each seelong to entrap the other Tia no matter what 
pQstenty may say about Chiaramonti I must attend to 
mj own business. My wash is to make the cerem ony 
of mj coronation magnificent ond imposing In splen 
dour it shall surpass that of an) of the Kings of France.* 
Deputies were summoned from every departmenl to 
assist at It The great dlgnluunes of the empire appeared 
surrounded ■with the most imposing splendour in a tktmJ 
nothing was omitted that could in anj way make this 
imperial ceremony recall to the minds of men the Roman 
triumphs. But I looked with unconcern upon the pre 
parations for this superb fttc Indeed 1 sank into a deep 


I The mbole of ibe popoUUon of the capiul. as sietl as the taou 
dhtlo^lshed ddteits of the depamoeats, wera raaced aknn the way 
where the Impoefatir cotttgc aas to ja*s. The rope • canixe« 
reecftled by a Roaon pceUte, hearli>s the erteiBAj tymbej of oer 
■alratloB He was tnottoted on a blach nnite and hit airitode seemed 
sifiCnlir enocjh to the ParWairs who borst wrt I to a hearty tonsh 
at vetej; ilcmsel(;o«r sUtisc pfomp opdehl oyon hit tia* and pre 
wrt i DH Id lb* tatdu of the tbonU and Jeers of that lotBeB'e tnultl 
Wile to fond of cartauarr the jdiVs™ ihe fra hy re«iolfed hy 
hi fonctlcms hot of «hlch the syeetaton bad not the sl^hteu cm 
ceptKm Foe ibetQ U pcKwrwJ only lb* meni aaJ aitrartk* f 
Boveliy 
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melancholy, and trembled at the thought of the new re- 
stramts which my husband was about to impose upon 
me The luxury and eclat of that memorable day were 
irksome to me Sometimes I seemed to behold the spirit 
of Loms XVI gazing i\Tth pity upon me Again I 
seemed to hear the voice of some evil demon, approach- 
ing with a design to murder me , and my anguish v/as 
increased by the apprehension that all v/hich was then 
passmg around me would one day become matter of 
reproach What earthly pov/er then could have con- 
stramed me to enter Notre Dame, had I not made a 
solemn promise to do so ' ^ 

After Napoleon had received the holy unction, and 
after I had been crowned by him, I was compelled to 
receive and respond to the congratulations of the mem- 
bers of the Court The uniformity of the complements 
was such that I soon relapsed into the reflections vh’ch 
had given me so much pain and anxiety. V/hile thu- 


wholly absorbed, I heard a 'oice which v 
— ^"tw'as my husbands “Wnatl said he 
“wbat ’ Josephine m tears r Is sne 
glorious day, a stranger to tne nappmess 
she alone ought to io"e r He enrpn? 
word: his eyes sparxxec. anc ms rro-s 
giidng to his face an eTpressrm or srem 
Duroc came ana wrxsperec semetmg m m 


'.as dear to me 
in a lo-v tore. 
aione, on this 
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him ansTver distinctly Very well I vtry well 1 " after 
which his countenance became more serene- 

The part I now had to act was \'cry painful to me- 
Compelled to be continually n rtprhtniaiien (8) I re 
raembered with bitterness of heart the happy moments 
I had spent at Maltnaison and thought e\en of loy 
modest MiH fin Chantercme Street I could not help 
comparing what I was when I inhabited it with what I 
ivas at this moment and I admit inth perfect franlc 
ness that so heasnly did the weight of my present 
grandeur pre ss upon me m casting my eyes bad. upon 
the past, I deeply regretted that sweet liberty which 
was now ravished from me for c\tt It became alrooef 
impossible for me to see roy fonner friends I was unxioos 
to contnbute to their happiness, but Napoleon had de 
pnved me of the means The stneJest surrefllance was 
established at the chAteau the countersign was as ngor 
oosly enforced os if his guard had been watching over 
the defence of a fortified town Duroc kept a list of nil 
those who were permitted to enter the Emperors apart 
ments, and every evening rendered his master an account 
of the events that took place The minutest details were 
submuted to the Emperor s inspection and ho spent a 
good deal of his time in tho amusement of examining 
them He was offended if the grand marshal concealed 
from him the smallest particular WTienever he discovered 
such concealment his suspiaous mind would conjure op 
1 thousand phantoms IIis imagination was filled with 
conspiracies, and he sored with ovndity upon the slightest 
arcurastanco going to prove their existence. Hence the 
innumerable countersigns which followed each other in 
tuch rapid succession There were limes even when I 
could not admit Tolltcn into niy presence (9) To I e 
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thus shut up rendered me doubly unhappy, for my sensi 
ti\e heart needed to recline upon the bosom of friendship 

Wc paid frequent \isits to the august stranger who 
had deigned to become oui guest The Holy Father 
penetrated the secret designs of Napoleon, who, 111 his 
tin 11, made his Holiness the subject of his most careful 
observation That paternal frankness which was at first 
e\miced now no longer united the two Sovereigns, nor 
did that mutual respect which was at first manifested 
any longer preside at their interviews 

Napoleon was in the habit of visiting the Holy 
Father without any etiquette, though he prcser\ed the 
external forms of respect towards him It wsas easj to 
see, howe\cr, that Napoleon was becoming tired of the 
ceremony He said to me one c\cning, “ Madam, 

Pius VH displeases me, whenever the affairs of the 
Church are alluded to, he becomes grave and silent, and 
seems to imagine himself still sitting upon the pontifical 
throne He undoubtedly hopes to ovcraw'c me , but 
Cardinal Chiaramonti knows full well that his dear 
brother in Jesus Christ has also had his trials and 

temptations , tw'o foxes cannot long hunt each other 
in the same W'oods The Pope, for his owm leposc as 
well as mine, ought to leave immediately The popular 
meetings which are now^ taking place at the Carrousel 
are beginning to trouble me , I am afraid of the ascen- 
dency of the priests — I shall make use of them, because 
that IS necessary , but it has gone far enough — their 
triumph must stop here, and the Father of the Faithful 
must return forthwith to his estates ” ^ 

I The Pope lived in great simplicity at the Tuilenes He took 

his meals by himself, and said his Mass at eight o’clock Three of 

the apartments were generally filled with visitors, and the stairs 
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TMapoleon did not long delay the preparabons for the 
departure of the So\-ercign Pontiff. AVhen the Utter 
took lea\e of him and ga%'e him the apostolic benedic 
bon, the Emperor wns really touched for myself I 
was penetrated vnth a feeling of the deejicst veneratjon 
at vntnessmg the holy con\erBabon the fer\-our the dis 
intercstedness of that rs-orthy succetsor of the Apostles 
and I cannot o^en now withoQt tmoboa recafl the last 
words he addressed to me on taking his leal's Madam " 
said he, raising his eyes to beaicn the tranquillity of 
Europe, as well os my own has induced me to yield to 
your husband a commands For this, man may perhaps 
blame me but God alone t« 11 bo my judge.” 

WTien Napoleon saw that DJnstrious u-ayfarcr depart 
he was far very Car from believing in the success of his 
projects upon the Honun states. And >et be persuaded 
himself a few years afterwards, that it would be a 
glorious act to undertake theu’ eaecutlou 

He thought bo should for cvtcr travel on a thornless 
path but, alas 1 the ambitious man possesses no as- 
surance for the future. At first ho mount* the lowest 
round of the ladder that attained he ascends still 
higher the greater hi* elevation, the more dangerous 
It become*, and the greater his need of a firm prop to 
sustain him 

Vs wife of tbe First Consul, I was happ) indeed 
liecausc I wn* enabled to render him innumerable scr 
N-ices but elei'ated to the rank of Empress, I found all 
the a\'enucs to the throne so beset b) men of e\'tTy 

were mcarabefvd with Ibcta. Tha Holy ralhrf licUewpJ U 
biwl R and «lhtribaled chipleu So Car dtJ hr carry hU afoitalk 
iral. be laid hU haod* apem tbe bead of Ibe tkk, aod. U 

order to wort tbclr rprrdy cure loocbi^l ibctn wilh tb« 
jf-ni 
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condition and of every faction that I ceased to exert 
the same empire over Napoleon’s mmd Havmg reached 
the height of human greatness, he thought himself m- 
vulnerable Such, however, was my frankness that, at 
times, I ventured to tell him my whole mmd and pomt 
out the ways which I thought he ought to pursue This 
nettled him , and, after the coronation, he began to mani- 
fest a distrust of me He was offended by the doubts 
I presumed to express as to the stability of his govern- 
ment, and became angry whenever I ventured to compare 
his Court with the old Court of Versailles (lo) In short, 
he told me I had better, henceforth, keep my smister 
reflections to myself , and he forbade me, for the future, 
to censure the acts of his government 

“ I shall obey,” said I, “ but I must reserv^e to myself 
the nght to inform you of whatever scheme may be con- 
tnved against your personal safety, or agamst the tran- 
qmlhty of France ” 

“ At present,” said he, “ my power is unassailable ” 

“Yes,” I replied, ‘‘while Josephine shall be your best friend" 
— laying stress upon those words, prophetic of misfortune 
This made him senously angry with me “You have lost 
your senses,” said he — I coldly rephed, “ Bonaparte, I 
notice that those words make you turn pale — why should 
that be, if my prophecy is senseless ^ I see that which 
might escape the observation of others I see that your 
looks betray trouble within (ii) What ' does the pmssant 
Emperor of the Gauls tremble at the prospect of his own 
ruin, m case he shall ever separate from his wife? I foresee 
that this terrible thought will often haunt you Listen to 
me Withhold your confidence from these new flatterers, 
who are vying with one another in their pretended devotion 
to your interests ’Tis the thirst of power which devours 
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them they barn to govern m your pbcc- Such a man as 
you ought moreover to understand the reason why hjs 
Court 13 filled with such heartless adulabon " He cast at 
me a searching look, but bis silence disarmed mo my 
courage failed me when I saw that his adf love was 
wounded by what I had said I apologised and promised 
to conform myself to his will until, at least by the excess 
of my zeal I should bo able to curb It* 

Napoleon had wntten to the Contmental Powers in\it 
mg their consent to his elei'ation to the throne. His letter 
to the King of Great fintam was laid before Parliament 
But he was strangely surprised cm bemg informed that 
England unwilling alone to treat with him declined to 
take any resolution on the snbject except in concert with 
the Emperor of Russia and the King of Sweden who were 
unwiUiog to recognise him This be took os an insult and 
swore that in spite of these Scierejgns he would soon 
wear the crown of the anacat Kings of Lombard\ He 
often repeated with a sort of affectation that but for the 
stubborn refusal of those Po)vers to place his name upon 
the list of Sovereigus ho should not ha'vc been ambitious 
to exeroso any greater power in Europe than ho then 
possessed. 

Some time afterwards, a deputation from the colleges 
and constituent bodies of the Italian Republic was admitted 
at the palace of the Tuilenes and made him a proposition 
to establish a kingdom m Italy and to become its protector 
This double title of Emperor and King was loo flatlenrip 

I Tlie Empenjf wai ooe day sboOl to ODilcTtake la Imp^TUnl 
maitCT when Josephht* hciooKht lum to j^l it off for » tljBr M ll '•a 
Friday an nh»ciy day “TTin •o. prtham to )CFti maiUra ^ »a>I 
ho tmi ll 1 the cwt (ortonate In my lit I nrvor ihall torjM that 
ItOiOith day of oar marrla^fo That I tmr rTj^eJ ihf I irf-m 
•dd os nothlnj; torth r 
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to his ambition to be refused - On the day after the 
audience with them, he took his seat m the midst of the 
senate, in order to state to them the fact of his advent to 
the throne of Italy He pretended, m the presence of this 
branch of the public magistracy, that it was with reluctance 
that he had finally yielded to the wishes of this new nation 
But his minister of foreign relations, who had long foreseen 
this event, in the speech which he made on the occasion 
suggested “that his defeat might commence in the moment 
of victory” Napoleon told him “You did well, sir, to 
speak of my conquests, but you might have forborne to 
present me to the nation as an ambitious chieftain ” 
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was liable to be terrified by the emallest matter?* The 
moat inconsiderable cvcnta wmld sometimes occupy hts 
tnmd for days, and keep him incessantly tallnn^r about 
them This man extraordinary m eierything a as of a 
fononsly jealons disposition often and much did I suffer 
from his suspiaona Naturally imtable, e\'eiything \'cxed 
him • 1 could not aee, 1 could not receivo a >’i5it from 
anybody without bong subject to the most unfa\ curable 
interpretation and I foimd it cirtrcmely difficult to dissuade 
him from his unjust course of conduct towards me I 
shall always remember those journeys to Italy never shall 
I forget the tears I shed (i6) 

Our return to France was signalised by public rtjoicinga. 
The people at this time thought themselves at the height of 
feliaty and Napoleon boasted openly of the perfection of 
the military system v.bich he had introduced into c\*er> 
branch of the admioistration This said be with pride 
IS the only system which is congenial to my people 1 
know no other powrr than that of armies, and no other 
rights than those given roe by the rofluence of arms ” He 
said to Caprara (ly) one day * I look upon the IIolj 
Father as a general Vou gentlemen Princes of the 
Church you ore his aides-de-camp the bishops arc his 
colonels, the curates his captains. I lo\-o to ha\c e\Try 

I He deteiled an open door Dfcl yon to anooomr* aflj-ot* t 
ywv fead al bii iaat fa* t( fc* “ VVfai * 

lnj{ ’ ibe an5>rcr bad to bo stwn throoxh tbo dow If be bappctied t« 
bW ytm conw la, jtw had lo open iho door only JaU cootmh to wper*e 
ifartngb, bold it Mhh >oor hand drawn op tjo* tAtlort yrjo awl iba 
iaodaBtU>oQ» ni emt 

1 Napoleon dkJ no* like lo meet ttrangen when he •nu lo 'i * 
Jowptdne and la ex'* bo did. bo woaU acold Ibo a«-muU ajrl oM l«- 
•eoa acain for acveral day* Of coorae abe hod cr>nJ rn«m for lerpl j 
trangeia away vihen he eaoi nhfeb wa rexuUily In tb^ moral z awl 
erraioR 
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thing around me military. You see the drum takes the 
place of the hell in all our colleges, and \\ho knows but in 
a short tunc even the pupils m our seminaries will submit 
to the manual exercise ^ I should like to sec our youth 
preparing thcmsches to reap laurels A pastor would only 
be more venerable in my eyes %\ho should wear a cassock 
adorned with some military decoration w'on by his valour , 
indeed, I think I might take a notion to have him canon- 
ised, should he In c long enough to wear the iiipk cJtccnoiis 
upon his arm 

Such were the ideas expressed bj Napoleon, m the 
presence of liis courtiers He had but little faith in our 
religious mysteries , and perhaps that w'as the cause wdiich 
pre\ented him from approaching the holy table on the day 
of his coronation “ I am not a fcr\ent Catholic,” said he, 
to one of the priests, who observed to him that the com- 
munion was indispensable on so important an occasion, 
“but,” continued he, “I ha^c at least suflicicnl sins 
already upon my conscience without adding to them that 
of sacrilege ” (18) 

Europe now' saw' the political hori/on grow' dark 
Austria began to feel unquiet, and could not look w'lth 
indifference upon Napoleon’s domination in Italy 

On his part, he took good care to cause it to be pro- 
claimed abroad through the journals that all the So\ ereigns 
of Europe were on a good understanding with France 
Russia, meanwhile, w'as raising troops in Poland , Austna 
imitated her example, and England appeared to be awaiting 
tranqmlly the famous descent with which the warlike 
chieftain had long menaced her Dunng two years he had 
been making immense preparations, as well of transport 

I Tuple Chevrons — Three V s, a mark of fifteen years’ senice — 
Translator 
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vessels as of gunboats. Ho took pnd© in having the Bat 
bottom boats bmlt under hia own eyes, though he was 
very far from placing confidence m their future destination 
Day by day the troops sighed for the signal of departure, 
and that signal seemed all the while olxjut to be gi\‘en 
The Powers of Europe began to be m doubt os to fus 
real mtenbous. Hia courtiers seised upon the roost trifling 
indications emanating from the chAtcau, to divine ha pur 
pose*. Bat bo now became \isibly ofTected He could 
on longer nuannderstand the intentions of the So^•erclgns 
respecting himself. Ha projects of in\*asion were now pro- 
voking against him a Continental war He told me he was 
going to Boulogne to re\iew his troops and to put c^ry 
thing in readiness for his grand enterprise I shall ” imd 
he, fix upon the brae for the departure of the troops, and 
set them about the executwo of my plan I then senousif 
supposed he was about to attack the English but con 
irary to my expectarioa and that of the whole army he 
returned hastily to Pons, and alleged to bis generals that 
this pretended descent upon England was but a political 
ruse, employed b> hun m order to Ireep public cxpcctatioo 
on tiptoe- Be rissured madam said he, ' the troops 
quartered at Boulc^TDc are nt this moment ready to march 
to the banks of the Rhino — in squares and m the same 
order they have observed nt the camp of Boulogne,^’ 
Resources were not wanting to Napoleon to unJerlakc 
the war A single u*ord from him sufficed to obtain raeo 
and monc) The senate was nt fus ifisposaf — he com 
manded it os a master All the orders of the empire were 
subject to his control lie only had to evprcs-s his sow 
reign will ftnd with Frenchmen what might not the wi* 
ef dntxny undertake ? To certain gentlemen he saU 1 
hate the ‘.j'stcni Iwcausc 1 see clearly tkjt t 
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place becomes the gift of favour and not the price of merit, it can 
only tend to iuin the country When intrigue and importunity 
shall suffice to obtain the dignities of the state, all emulafi,on is at 
an end Men will cease to exercise their intellect sy 'Virtue and 
talent, no longer rewarded by a just tribute of glory, will lose their 
vigour and even their existence Should the nation see no- 
thing but imbecile and corrupt proteges at the head of the 
administration and the army^ do you imagme she would 
increase her wealth or achieve victories ? Woe to the 
people who give themselves up to such mmisters, or rely 
upon such defenders ' May France never submit to such 
a sacrifice As the supreme head of the empire, I am 
bound to consecrate my hand, my tongue, and my heart 
to its preservation from such vicious practices , and, if 
necessary, I will stand alone m the midst of my council 
and combat them I well know how to hinder men in 
place from misusmg the power I entrust to them My 
giving it to them is but a feint, the object is to make 
them afraid of me and move submissive to my will ” 

He incessantly talked to his numerous legions about the 
national glory A million of arms was thus made ready 
to sustam the nation’s honour, and display its victorious 
ensigns “Victonous ensigns,” “national glory,” “national 
honour” — what an impression did these words convey 
whenever a general announced to his army that it was in 
the name and for the defence of their country that he was 
leading them to battle ' 

It was, however, to satisfy the ambition of only one man 
that the elite of the nation were sacrificing themselves on 
the field of battle ^ Indeed, had it not been for the courage 

I This IS an entirely mistaken wew of the events of that epoch 
Although Emperor of the French Napoleon had not ceased to be the 
representative of the Revolution The liberties created and guaranteed 
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of our generals and the valour of our soldiers, perhaps 
even the territory of France might ha\'e been partitioned 
oat among the different foreign Powers, The sad fate of 
Poland presented itself, in pcrspecrive, to onr affrighted 
eyes. Perceiving this danger in the distance he labonrcd 
to infnse new courage into the troops, and seemed to in 
spire them with new and increasing energy Hence the 
rnany sublime actions and feats of bravery in repeHing an 
unjust aggression The Frenchman always a Frenchman, 
even in the midst of the most threatening dangers, cannot 
under any circumstances, bear the yoke of hnmiJiatkml 
he will never abase himself by passing through any new 
Candine Forks. 

A new war was ready to break out. Austria was pm 
paring to raise the standard of Bellona the signal of 
carnage was gi\«n Napoleon on entering upon the 
campaign sighed at the pro sp ec t of the blood that was to 
flow throughout Europe but the lo\e of glory soon e* 
tmgiusbed that of humanity and he exdalmed with 
enthusiasm \\'hat after all, does it matter to me pTO^ 
nded ray name shall obtain an increased splendour? He 
harangued his troops ho made e\*cr> man of them a hero 
knowing perfectly well that the people he governed wouM 
soon forget all the penis of war when they should behold 
victory marching beneath oar colours. On the approach 
of a dcasive engagement the Emperor disphjed a wonder 
ful powTr in rousmg the courage of his troops liy hi* 

by that Herolatwo mere rommittrd to him by ihv of tSo 
and h wa iQ pre^tre thm sod the IftdeprwJmxro and boooar o( lb 
oanne, ihat both be and iber <bo*bt aoJ ihed their f4iwJ— 

(o ^ourlr unbilton lilt “•mWlloo tra to mtder Trarce 
fnl lnd<T»miWnu free and happy How crvai bow »«rT.l. bow 
imnendoa the rootlvrt wbkh la pirtvl It IXJwa^^ 1 1'*f« hoati- l)r 
In rorcTw ha. hardly yet bc^pin to nmlmia-d them -T» teat * 
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addresses Nor did he neglect .my means that could 
conciliate the goodwill of his generals To the infcnoi 
oflicers he held out the hope of promotion , and such wms 
his skill in caressing and flatlcnng the vanity of all, tli.U 
the whole arm} swore to die in his defence “This 
success,” said he, “does not crowm ni} wishes Not .i 
man m the cneiii} s ranks must csc.ipe. Let their Govern- 
ment, which Ins violated all its obligations, learn the 
cal istrophc which has befallen it only by your appcar.incc 
under the ramparts of \ iLiina ' ‘ 

Napoleon entertained a kind of veneration foi the hero 
of German}, the \rchdukc Charles, and did justice to his 
valour lie often said to me, speaking of the Archduke, 
“Such a rival is worth} of me — he is a favourite of iJellona, 
md a fnend of Minerva but I am afr.iid I shall not be 
able to outdo him in gencrosit} ” 

On hearing that General Mack commanded the Aus- 
trian troops m Ulm, he manifested profound satisfaction ' 
That cit} was, m his opinion, an easy conquest, in this 
he was not deceived, and the famous general who com- 


I This cU\, oni. of thi. no^t cone .Jtrable m S^ abn is siirroundcrl 
b\ a b'Oi'i ^ 0^-0 or I fo'Uficd b\ hiqn vnlls but its ramp^rt^ are Iittb- 
pro ection to it boin.: o criooted b a hill fron v hich it may b. 
bonbard'-d a. half caa-or-shot distarce Resistance \ ould ha%f 
been mc'C foil and Mac’ \ ns but tne sactim of the timidity of 
the V-ebdute v no rcfe<;e 3 to mate a ^onie and aispn’c the heipht-. 
swth the Fre-ch arm Tne gam’^oa contained So ooo combatants 
bar the, erforluaatel, had a* them head pances v no feared more 
to base's ai"b on the r ur form ‘bar on the - repjtauon Mach i. el! 
Irne- this and haa rccei ed Rom Napoleon after the latte- nad go* 
pos-^ssion of the heights the folio -ng no‘e — If I tale the place 
b> assault I =nall t>e obi ged to do hat I c d a* JaFa p„t the 
g^son to lac s o-d It s, ,oj Imo tne s.em dntj of - ar Mj 
smsh IS mat me D-a.e \e5*ran nation ma, be spared tne nececsit, 
of such a fr’go.ful scc-e To men ho ban no* me courage to male 
a sortie, suca reasoniru "as cc-cias* e Gairi-r-rf 



50 


&ECR£T UEMOIRS OP 


objections against tha dorabon of so £6nnidab!e a pov-tr 
To one of them who appeared the hardest to convmce 
he rephed^ As yet it is nothing And what would yon 
say if I ahonld take possession of Westphalia, the Han 
seabc Towns and the Roman states ? I shall contrive 
to add to France the lUymn prtmnces, Etmna and 
Portugal — I don t know where I shall fix the riimt^ 
of my empire Perhaps it will yet have no boundaries 
but the vast extent of the two worlds and then like 
Amencus Vespuaus and Colnmbns the honour wiTh 
doubtless, belong to me of discovering in my turn a 
third world. 

Thus did this monarch who dreamed of nothing but 
temtorial aggrandisement, ruminate upon his schemes 
of unbounded dominion Bat bis power IQce that of 
Charles \II gave umbrage to the other Soicreigns of 
Europe and at length aroused them from the slumber 
in which they had been so long boned Many of tbow 
pnnces were to all appearance, sincere admirers of Bona 
parte but this fatal illnsioo never deceived me I evrf 
regarded their enthusiasm in regard to him either av * 
chimera or a politiml trick-' 

I U4Ma^ on brine »*ked wbetber a wdrty of mtu »bo 
tpeok tbo inrth amid rrpllrd that. In I’eru b^for* ibe *n1 at 

fd the Sfonianls, Ijlng oercr toned ibe Up of tbe cMUrr* of iN* 
Son r^lhtgorts bo added. leJU im lhal ihcr tre iwo »>r* ^ 
which man can reartoWe tbo Delljr aairwly »peaklnj( Ibe trnih •! 
ail tlmrt. and dolox Eood (o rora 
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CHAPTER IV 

I COME now to that period in my life when I enjoyed 
the most tranquillity I had some leisure to devote to 
my favounte occupations, and spent it at Malmaison (22), 
which place had been embelhshed under my dir-ection I 
took pleasure in every day contriving some little surpnse 
for Napoleon This pleased him wonderfully Here, m 
this superb retreat, he denied me nothing which I asked 
with a view to its embellishment He would, mdeed, 
have been wilhng to transfer to it the pomp and mag- 
mficence of the gardens and bmldings at Versailles The 
groves were enchanting , they resembled those of Alcinous 
The rarest plants united their beauty to adorn this rustic 
temple, which my husband, in his playful moments, used 
to compare to that of Armida He called me the en- 
chantress of this delicious abode Able artists had 
surmounted the greatest obstacles, and the wonders of 
Nature, mingling with those of art, were here displayed 
in all their majesty The great man, happy nowhere 
but m this asylum, here preserved all his personal habits 
(23) But the chateau, whose apartments were designed 
according to modern taste, was not spacious enough to 
accommodate so bnlhant a Court as that of the Tuilenes, 
and Napoleon projected the building of a palace at Mal- 
maison, the plan of which he sketched mth his pencil 
I implored him not to alter that modest habitation, and 
finally made him promise that my httle hermitage should 

4—2 
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would sometimes seize upon hi* imaginaboo^ and he 
would withdraw from the company of his courtier* to 
treasure it up in hia memory* he did nothing lite other 
men e%'erything in his conduct showed some myrtenoos 
design (26). Hts taste for pleasure wa» lery moderate 
that of the chase seldom diverted him much I told 
him he ought to gi\-e himself up occasionally to that 
royal amusement I wae aware that many of his gentraU 
were growing tired of thear inaction and therefore tool 
pleasure m contriving some httle recreation for them 
during the raten-aU which interrupted their brilliant 
career and thus tbeatncal representations and dinner* 
became frequent both at the Tnilenes and at the cbdteau 
of St, Cloud (37) but as to Malmalson it was the 
rendezi-ou* only of tuch persons whose society 1 knew 
would be agreeable to m> husband (aS) 

Of this number was Talleyrand Few men in my 
judgment were ever endowed with ro perfect a knowledge 
of the human heart his wonderful genius only acquired 
strength and \igour in the presence of difficulties and 
he neicr gaie oicr until be had overcome them. He 
often penetrated Napoleon • plans for him diplonucy 
w-as but a pleasant re cr eation He had played all the 
games of politics, and coolly calculated the result^ 
Indeed the late llishop of Aulun wa<i of all ruen the 
roost capable of holding m his hands the scaled of 
1 uropcan politics. 

Towards me he was often grave, rcservrd and some 


I lU hid a fTDdicvws me na ry II* • prfvn 

thoa(h b* o*%eT *«n Wm boi ooev WhMiOTT In* f'lrl 
ro hH wife cotnpsnr V »wiU In tanilj- rV -\Vh I 
ihli jevnitnUia • VVTyn i ibl UJ) * *tfct. on Utsf 
ulalc ftr»J*icrT RTserf ttj sbJ vrm 
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umes silent He comersed pohlcl}, but r.iu fully ivoidid 
dropping n 'word that iiiighl .iv aln n iny furjo.iiy, .mil 
sotneliines eluded ni} rjutstions , in 'liorl, r, I fold 
Xnpoleon It V ould ha\c been e trenudy diffu nil le hivi 
found a minister more ministerial, «%'ii in llx Miialb l 
dot 'll Is (co) 
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distruft amongst all parties his grand dignitanes coaU 
not live together 

The xinlctclcy battle of Tra£ajgar which occasioned 
an irreparable loss to either nation afTected him power 
folly Ho saw that the annihilaboti of his fleet would 
prevent the execution of his grand designs But al 
though the ocean was not his element and presented 
no &\oarabJe chance for his glory he yet resolved to 
keep the English in suspense, although he was no longn 
formidable to them He said that Admiral Villeneu\r 
who Was made a prisoner ought to ha\'o set fire 
to the pow'der magazine of the SainJt Berh< and thdt a 
naval officer should know bow to die.” He afterwards 
received convincing proof that that brave man bad nobly 
defended his flag and after a few months, permitted 
bun to return to France. But it was easy to percdi'e 
that Napoleon watched for tome occasiem to humiliate 
and et'cn to pnnbh him It is certain that VflJeneui-e 
had done all in his power to sa>c the honour of France 
and that he was worthj to occupy the post that had 
been confided to him It seems to haie been from a 
land of presentiment of the tite which awaited him that 
ho wrote to the mraister of war that he was resoUtd 
to abandon for o\er a perilous post the functions “f 
which his principles and the \4olent dis 7 >odtion of 
Napoleon wxmld not permit him to fulfil ” The loss of 
the battle of Trafalgar la to be altrilnitcd neither to » 
want of \’alour nor to technical faults this b prme<l 
irrevocably liy the official account gi\-cn of it Bu* 
what particularly incensed my husband against the 
admiral was the letter which Vflleocuve wrote him ori 
which closed with the follownog imprecation — 

Tremble tyrant! ^ou are abhorred and the mal 
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dictions of the whole world will follow you beyond the 
grave 

Some days after this catastrophe Napoleon assembled 
his council at the Tuilenes He told his ministers that 
the Kmg of Naples had received into his ports both the 
English and Russians , and, notwithstanding the Treaty 
of Pressburg, had used no means whatever to prevent 
them “ Ferdinand,” said he, “ must quit the throne, 
and my brother Joseph must replace him I appomt 
him to-day ” 

He was not slow to fulfil his promise , and gave, in 
another quarter, also, a sample of his power He com- 
pelled the old repubhcans of Holland to receive a I^ng 
from among the members of his family This second 
crown was placed upon the head of his brother Louis, 
and he had the idea that almost all the pnnces in 
Europe would soon furnish him some new pretext to 
hurl them from their thrones Loms Bonaparte was a 
simple-mmded man, but of a kind disposition He re- 
ceived, with reluctance, the crown of Holland,® which he 
clearly foresaw he should not be able to keep He 
employed what he thought the most proper means to 
conciliate all parties, and succeeded m gaming the esteem 
of those he governed. They felt confidence in him , and, 
of all those whom Napoleon clothed with the regal purple, 

1 The unfortunate admiral refused to survive the loss of the 
French marine, and put himself to death 

2 Louis Bonaparte was reluctant to take the crown of Holland 
He alleged his bad health, but my husband was not satasfied ^vlth 
that excuse, and called it frivolous “The chmate,” said he, 
seriously, to Louis, " will not be unhealthy to you You will be a 
King, and, like me, finally become habituated to weanng a diadem 
Even if you die you will have the consolation of reflecting, m your 
last moments, that you die upon a throne, and leave mighty recol- 
lecbons behind you ” — ^Note by Josephine 
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Lotus 15, perhaps, the only odae trho iron fncnd* while on 
the throne, and left r^^ts among his subjects when he 
quitted It 

But my beloved daughter was not happy with hnn 
Their dispositions did not harmonise. She bad amved at 
the sad and certain conWction that his nfTections were 
centred upon another woman Hortense was, bj nature 
sensible and feeling and had given her hand to ni) 
husband s brother only by a kmd of constraint To her 
the chains of wedlocL seemed not wo%'en of flcmers, bat 
of iron and their wmght pressed heavfly upon her ^ et 
consulting her own and her mother a happiness, she te 
signed herself to her fate with patience. The fatal journey 
to Holland occasioned on open quarrel between them I and 
the death of their eldest son soon occurred to aggra^'ate 
their gnef 

Had both rec6i\*ed wiser counsels, it is possible Lotns 
might ha\‘e found the charm of bu life in the conjugal 
relation but flatterers, the usual companions of sm ereifTOS 
sowed discord and disunion between them M> daughter 
was a prey to the most violent chagnns. But ne%‘eT did 
Hortense desire the throne for its own sake She found 
some consolation in attending to the education of her 
chfldren She desired that bet husband should maintain 
the post to which Nspoleon had raised him not In order 
to share hls power but to open up a brdlbnl foture to her 
children and to afford to the Dutch a secure barlwjur aftrf 
so manj shipwrecks. 

There are certain facts which 1 cannot lie suspected rf 
exaggerating thej are indulntablr yet I may crrtaioly 
permitted lo nndicate ihe character of a woman who h»' 
been wanionl) traduced and whom calumny ha^ tUrnl t'' 
present to me as a nval (jo) 
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Napoleon hesitated long whethei he should permit her 
to return to Pans, and it was ^\lth the utmost difhculty 
that I finally persuaded him to do so. “ She must remain 
at her post,” said he , “ besides, what can be her object m 
coming to reside at Pans ^ ” — “ Ah,” said I, “ am I not 
here ^ Who else can console her ^ Who else can gl^ e 
her strength to support her misfortunes ? It is your duty, 
Bonaparte, to repair, so far as is possible, the wrong which 
my too blind obedience has wrought Deign at least to 
have pity on your wfe You know \nc11 that I am con- 
strained to admit to my daughter that I even went beyond 
my own sense of justice when I silenced her inclination,* 
and gave her a husband not of her choosing ” 

I kept up a regular correspondence wnlh the Queen of 
Holland She \vas the depository of all my sad thoughts 
The day I obtained permission for her to return to me, was 
one of the happiest of my life “ I shall,” thought I, “at 
least have Hortense by my side, and enjoy the pleasure of 
seeing her and her children If she is happy, I shall par- 
take of her bliss , if she weeps, my hand shall wnpe away 
her tears, and I shall w'eep with her , if calumny attacks 
her, I shall be here to defend her ” 

Pnnce Eugene seemed to be at the pinnacle of his 
hopes His w’^ife found the means of making herself 
perfectly agreeable to him, and on her account he had 
renounced all former Itaisons that could possibly give her 
umbrage The pnncess was fully sensible of the noble con- 
duct of her husband Yes, my dear children ' full often 
did I say to myself, “ I shall die happy, indeed, if I can but 
see you both advancing in the way that leads to pubhc 

I It seems well settled that Mademoiselle Hortense would have 
preferred, at this period, one of Bonaparte's aides-de-camp, who after- 
wards became grand marshal of the palace — [Duroc Translator ] 
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a View to the re-establishment of tranquflhty throughout 
Eorope *Twas thought that this great pnneo t authority 
would make the balance mclino to the side of peace- 
Mapoleon however regarded this prediction as a chimera 
and was perfectly convmced that the Cabinet of St 
Petcraburg would never consent to separate its interests 
from those of London by means of a pn\'ate treaty 
Negotuhons, however were opened. For 8a^eral months 
the celebrated Fox kept up an acti\o correspondence with 
the minister Tallcymnd Plenipotentiaries were appointed 
and came to Pans, The moment after their pr ese ntation 
I 'said to my husband Bonaparte^ Lords ‘Varmouth and 
Lauderdale and M Doabril will not treat with yoo 
unless you sincerely desire It 1 lenture to predict you 
will present them some msigmficant ultimatum hut the) 
will become acquainted with your prinaples In )x>ur treaty 
The negotiation concerns the future repose of Europe and 
yon want to light up a new conflagration You wiTt declare 
formally that you ha\e formed no demand and are fat 
from claiimng any of the possessions of England \nd 
why ? ^ou would bo ghd c\cn now to possess not onl) 
the Three Kingdoms but e\-en their Immeoso colonies, I 
am not lei into the secrets of your pohc) but yon tec 1 
look far enough into it to disco\-er that j-ou desire nothing 
more than the rupture of the conferences so that >ou can 
prepare to enter upon another campaign Unhappily the 
hope of peace mil soon \anuh that peace foe which th 
people ba^e looked forward so long and so antioud) 

\ou speak truly said he but I must recommcBJ 
you to use llie utmost discretion \ Sovereign never k'Bcn»’» 
how to Set Iwundn to his desires. ^Iy own have no tnnit», 

I Ike the conqueror of l>inu5 I want to rule the Rhoh- 
v.cild 1 hope niy desire^ nd! one da) W fulfill's! I tm 
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certain that my fanni}' and myself will yet occupy all the 
thrones in Europe ” ’ And thus did he caress his bnlhant 
chimeras 

I found myself constrained, by political and private con- 
siderations, to receive visits from vanous ladies not the 
most agreeable to me, and among them were his sisters 
themselves I well knew their intentions m respect to me, 
and perfidious reports had occasioned great enmity between 
us I rarely spoke to them at the soirees at which they 
ivere admitted klerc politeness regulated our intercourse 

Yet never did I aim to do them the slightest wrong, I 
was incapable of it, and I felt that such conduct would be 
an offence against every law of delicacy Often, often did 
I prevent the Emperor from holding to them the severe 
language of truth 

As to Madame Letitia (32), she might recall to my mind 
bitter recollections, and deliver me up to feelings which 
beset my soul, were she to set in motion the current of my 
thoughts , but respect and high considerations must stop 
me 

In regard to Lucien" I may say 

“ II m’a trop fait dc bicn pour cn dire du mal, 

II m’a trop fait dc mal pour cn dire du bien ” 

For the rest, I wish to render him the justice w^hich he 
ments Never did he flatter my husband He always 
told him boldly what he thought , and Bonaparte much 

1 Bonaparte had long entertained the belief that, like his father, he 
should not live beyond the age of forty After his coronation, he was 
often heard to say, " I want only ten years to do \Vhat I wish ’’ 

2 Murat was not appointed King of Naples until after Lucien had 
declined it The latter, on being offered the crown, answered his 
brother, haughtily, “ that if he accepted the title of ICing, he must be 
the sole master of his kingdom, and govern it, not like a prefect, but an 
independent pnnee ” 
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regretted on arriving at power not having hit brother 
Luaen as a witness of his prodigious eloi’ation ^ He is 
on incredulous man^ said bo to me» with a smile ‘ he never 
would have boliev*ed that 1 could have seated mj«lf upon 
the throne of France, What a poor fellow 1 He b 
wiser than you replied I he left Franco ■perhaps, at the 
nght time while at a distance he will bo a witness of the 
tempest which is gathering by d^ees, and preparing to 
hurst upon your proud head. Hut I must bo just to him 
should he see iTJur power about to bo overthrown be would 
surely consider it hia duty to hasten to ynai relief to share 
your danger or to fall with ytni 

1 bad Jong ago entreated m) mother to come tad settle 
in France and had held out to her the most nattering and 
brilliant prospect Napoleon bunself had promused to re* 
cei\e her with the greatest dtsllncUon • I shall treat her 
nobly said he and I am sure she will better sustain the 
honours of her rank than a certain bdy of my houMhold'’ 
(alluding to Madame LetiUa who amstanlly occasioned 
remarks b) her extreme parsimony) But Madame de La 
I ngeno would never accede to her daughters wishes, and 
preferred her quiet abode at Martinique to the dangerous 
honours that awaited her at her son m law s Court ‘ ily 
Josephine she exclaimed 1 find myself better off in m> 
own h-bilation than vn the roost magnificent palace. M"hy 
IS u necessary that 1 should sec you sealed on a throne? 
During you* life >*00 have feaincd to overcome the great 
olmades which rna »T\. peace of mmd Abvf the 

road jou arc now pursuing ■ prevents tJicKc which are siHl 
more msurmountablc Ah iny daughter whvl fchoab 
quicksands surrouad you I >CouJd I remove them ho*r 
willingly would I leave my p»*aceful al>oJe and my qw^et 
halnts of life and fly io ytui Bui your huvlood J^-** 
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become too powerful to listen to my advice or your own 
While awaiting the pleasure of seeing you again, I confine’ 
myself to the preparation of a safe harbour against the 
tempests which environ you on every side The incon- 
stancy of statesmen, or the force of events, may, one day 
or other, hurl the Emperor of the French from the throne 
to which his soldiers have so suddenly raised him For 
myself, I do not love greatness , I am afraid of it , its 
shadow IS so flitting that I cannot believe in the durability 
of your own good fortune , but, meanwhile, enjoy the 
present with moderation Beware how you trust to the 
smiles of the future I have no confidence in courtiers, 

I hold them in abhorrence Your husband’s ambition will 
destroy him Had I wished it — had I felt confidence in 
his fortunes, I might long since have enjoyed at Martinique 
a position worthy of you Oh, my daughter, my tender 
Josephine ' how cruel it is to feel that you are not per- 
mitted to come as you used to do, and embellish by your 
presence my solitude of the Three Islets Were you here, 

I should have nothing else to desire in the world — I should 
once more press you to my heart before my death ” (33 ) 
This letter from my mother made an impression upon 
me difficult to descnbe I read it over and over again 
It appeared to me that the hand which traced it was 
already endeavounng to avert the ills which afterwards 
fell upon my devoted head ^ 

I concealed it from my husband , but he soon learned, 
by means of the spies of the ch&teau, that I had received 


I When Josephine had signed the acle of divorce which separated 
her for ever from Napoleon, she said to her fnend, the Countess of 
Rochefoucauld, ‘‘ Happy my father and mother in not being ^vlt- 
nesses of my disgrace ! — Happy am I that they have not survived my 
misfortune ’ " 
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news which deoplj ofiHcted me He insisted upon readmg 
the letter Ho was at broes, extremel) inquisitire and 
tnclmed to jealousy and this latter passion sometimes 
engrossed all his thoughts and fccultics He unagmetl 
that this correspondence contained some precious secret 
When however he disco\cred that it was from mj mother 
he made a jest of his (ears, admitted them to be itnagmary 
and ndicoled his mistake. ’ I perceive, said he, “that 
Madame de la Pagene hkc myself will permit no parti 
cipabon She wants to reign alone. Very well f I will 
some day establish her na a sovereign in America wnl 
famish her a code of laws for the new nation. WTiOe 
waiting to monnt that grand tnumphal ebanot I must 
p roce e d and reap an immense harvest of laurels among 
the Germans.’ I start tonight for Majence and shall fiv 
my head quarters at Bamberg 1 utU give the Pnusuin 
a preludo—l have been long waiting to open the dancr 
among them 

I Tbo CmptwH oo leartof; rarU for Mimkli la S<p4mt*T «*'■*’ 
•pent leveTal meeki ol Struiboj^ where, oo tb* rery nltht el t-rf 
airtnd in the dty a looUog glawi wbkb »ai Inwc u rHy twlnieJ ep 
In her rtwwi. fell down and was beoVen Into a thonviod ylffes • 
drcnmstanc* whldi ibo^e who knew ot U regarded a a Jolnrf 
picva ge The Coonte^a of HocbetoncnaM vwnng alantjrd al fi 
Fiapreas replied %\Tiat, after all. can I lear »nTTouMed hr iSe 
French wboffl I lore* Were 1 Id Germany ‘taMld bn a ice'»l 
otneo Two day* ofinr the dWwce that Udy recalJeti to Jc-eptfr^ 
iWjOetrllDO the colockj* iwopnoMle "^oowl^mai me really 
ttJtaoQ atMaered the deeply •aiHlrted woman Jn imib. 1 t* 

tbe frrai FmJerick who rt>«U neyer and myrtrlalli r" tf^ 
eve of a battle bear to we eliber salt •pfllnJ upoa the Ul-te or 
aiw! fori lying acrtKt each other Yes. piadaqf 1 am trr>ff 
»a3wled that she »bo H to Kirterd we oo tbe throne of I ra fe wi- 
UVe me evperleofe imrat 111 for from the brnom of < erruryw ' 
yet an'^ an r l eetne *park which will fioJ a roodtrefoe ft at wdt 1 
It toward tbe rampms of Sua dairi; and if aPhajyili ft *5 
irai Into tbe ciiait 1 ti wUf wt on fire rr to U% d r«( -o * J 

UKlent pcosm ion ( pfood Ofntaay** 
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CHAPTER V 

Napoleon seemed to enjoy, in advance, the pleasure he 
was derive from vanquishing the new coalition of kings 
He revolved, m his own mmd, the most stupendous pro- 
jects, and communicated them to his principal officers 
Rumour, with her hundred tongues, had already pro- 
claimed at Pans that he was at the gates of Berlin The 
French army advanced m three columns, and after several 
engagements, finally arrived at Jena, where a battle of the 
utmost importance to both parties took place General 
Debilly died glonously upon the field of battle The Duke 
of Brunswick was mortally wounded And this bnlhant 
victory opened to . the Emperor the gates of Weimar ’ 

I After the battle of Jena, the Emperor fixed his head-quarters at 
Bruns^\ack m the palace of the Duke of Weimar The duchess had 
not fled, but, with her ladies had retired mto one of the vnngs of the 
chS-tean Napoleon arrived mtoxicated wath \actor} , impetuous, bum- 
mg with glory his head completely turned The dnchess presented 
herself m one of the apartments •‘‘WTio are yon’ said he ' The 
Duchess of Weimar \-as her reply I uall -crush your husband 
said he ‘ I %vill give him not one moment s rest ” — ‘ Sire ” said she, 

‘ his duty, his honour and his rank demanded of him to do as he has 
done ' — I tell yon,’ rephed Napoleon, ‘he lost his reason i hen he 
thought of resisting me I tell you, madam, the Cabmet of Berlm has 
long insulted me — curbed me I itU now make them oSer me their 
throats The Prussian nobihty, barbarous and bullymg as thcj are 
shall learn that my ministers are not to be insnlted 1 ath impunity I 
\ all make them heg them bread ” 

The duchess, perceiiang that the moment was not fai curable, re- 
ured The next morning a gentleman vas sent by her to enquire ho 
the Emperor had passed the mght. ‘ Well i ery ell, ’ -vas the 
a-n^j er " tell the dnchess that I thank he-, and ash her to b-ealfast '' 
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Erfortb and L^ipsic soon capitulated and the Emperor 
Rd\-anced liko a thunderbolt upon the Prussian capital 
He refused to listen to any of the propoKhons which were 
made to bun Completely ^^aonous, he turned a deaf ear 
to all accommodation I)a\*oa8t entered Berlin But PoU 
dam was preferred for the temporary residence of the new 
Caesar from whom T received despatches dated at that 
aty * I have," said ho paid a visit to the tomb of 
Frederick the Great and have m3rsclf brought off hk 
sword^ and also the sash and cordon of the black eagle 
which belonged to that great enptam and shall send them 
to the Invalldes at Paris." In another passage be added, 

‘ The good people of Berlin are the Victims of the war 
while those who ha\x provoked it have fled and left them 
to fed all the weight of Its elrolces. I will render ihb 
Court nobility so poor that they will be compelled to resort 
to other means to retnevx tbelr fortunes. I like Madame 
Hatafeldt much I havx forgotten the wrongs her buahand 
did me and have given up to her the only letter which 
would bavx convicted him of a crinimaJ contpirucj acuinst 
me ‘ My offended pnde would have conslmined me to 
punish him severely His wife however burnt the letter 
in my presence I am satisfied that I have done right 
When necessary I know how to employ clemcncj Ilcnce 
Derhn proclaims that I am great and that I Imow how to 
forgive injuries (54) 

VVtJU at t*W U noi iDO»o but 00 rHlrtsi; |i^ hli iM'f*' 

part* otlertJ thr rBeomlonr* cm Iho ilocbe' n • 

tnerttonoD »wiua »ald b* »• I>rvlWi^lf'R htjth qaaluW I 
tnoch toe bCT rrry moeh — *l>**nUw b>rt o^jolcy 5 

t C«tajn lirttert »Mffr broouM tn Cmr '•hlch hi t-*"* 

written to tSMapej It ret •*•1 to read Ibem aaj |hrr» t ' 

iJwj Er* »aylattt=U aJlhDa<h t** *«rr b* cocill cu^tirt bit 
merti he thmijtbl It N^itr to dnirer ibe itn*. f at mer 
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This generous action reconciled me, so to speak, to my 
husband’s principles, for we were always disputing about 
his vast plans of invasion Napoleon was now, as he said, 
dashmg forward on his car of victory, and no power could 
stop him 

Stettin and Kustrm next fell mto his hands , Magde- 
burg capitulated “ What matters it to me,” said the 
conqueror, “ that I have earned this city by means of 
bullets of gold, as the Prussians think — ’tis not the less 
true that the city is mme I have found m it immense 
magazines of provisions and ammunition — 100 pieces of 
cannon, and, what seems still more incredible, 22,000 
men, who were still in the town to defend it I can 
really work miracles dunng my lifetime, and I humbly 
trust the holy Propaganda society will see fit, after my 
death, to place my name on its calendar of saints ” ^ 
Napoleon left but few resources to the King of Prussia 
The latter was forced to submit to the will of the con- 
queror He solicited a suspension of arms, m order to 
await the result of events, to which the French monarch 
consented But, ever anxious for combat, he went in 
quest of the Russians, who did not show themselves on 
the field soon enough to please him He started for 
Poland, and advanced towards Posen After several 
engagements, in which the French were victonous, 
Murat, at the head of the cavalry, entered Warsaw, 
whither Napoleon had preceded him “ I cannot,” he 
wrote me, “ describe the friendly manner in which the 

I Bonaparte had his secret agents in every Court in Europe 
Almost every Cabinet was sold to him He disposed of the treasures 
of nations . dictated, at his will, peace or war, and directed the 
movements of armies, whose plans were in his possession With 
such means, and %vith the tried bravery of the French, why should 
he not have succeeded ’ — Note by Josephine 




70 


SBCBET MBVrOlRS OF 


Poles have recei\-od me. Tho> regard me as a liberator 
and hope that I shall restore to them their mdcpendeoce 
— hence they do not fail to load me p,nth the tribute of 
their adulation One of them saj-s to me, The great 
Napoleon appeared like a star m France He came— be 
savr — he conquered the world. Another goes still fkrther 
with the language of riattery bnt be is excusable the 
love of country electrifies his heart and makes him otter 
such language as this 

Invmoble Ccesar I To sec you glorious hero 1 
accornpUsbes my prayers and vows as nell as tho^ 
of all my countrymen 

Already do we see our country saved for m >'Ocr 
peraon do we adore the most just and profemnd of Wfp* 
lators I 

Ail these eulogies, however to mtoucate me 
/ have made a great many promises which i etu unwilflng 
to fulfiL Besides, an insuirectjon in Poland wdl sul*' 
servo my ends. I want to kindle it, and shall use all 
the means In my power for that purpose «uid I shall 
succeed. 

Such rvere the contents of the letter Napoleon wtotr 
mo towards the end of December 1806 

boon the French passed the \'istuJa at iWTcrtnl p«nts 
and gained seN*eral adi'anlagcs Satisfied with theve first 
Fuccesses Napoleon allowed his arm) to rest Put hr 
ioon renewed the signal for combat The lutiir^ 0/ 
\\tterdorf Deppen and IIo(T ah preceded the tim^ 
liattle of I rcussi^h Eylau which was fought on the ''th 
of I ebruarj 1807 and the results of which werr k 
glonous to the I retich orim After this gw-ai I'Jtik 
the troops re-entered ibeir cimtonmentv- They ho*rirr 
continued the sieges of Nmse and Panteie Though cc^ 
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stantly talking of peace, the Emperor ordered new con- 
scriptions m France The Saxons joined our arms, and 
the Imperial Guard, recomposed of the ehU of the regi- 
ments of the line, was soon in readmess to appear again 
on the field of battle 

Europe felt the necessity of a Congress But Napoleon 
impenously demanded that Turkey should send to it her 
plenipotentiary To this the ministers of the other Powers 
consented, and demanded upon what basis the new treaty 
should be constructed He answered that there must be 
an equal and reciprocal power possessed by each of the 
belligerent masses, and that these two masses must to- 
gether enter upon a system of compensation These 
terms appeared obscure to the Cabinets, who replied that 
to carry out the plan the question of dividing up the 
terntory of each of the contracting parties must neces- 
sanly arise 

But the great man, who believed that nothing either 
could or must resist him, concluded at length to trust 
again to the chances of war The French army 
triumphed at Lomitten, and was checked at Heilsberg, 
but resolved to carry the town The enemy made the 
most gallant efforts to defend the position, but Napoleon’s 
star tnumphed, and Fnedland was earned at all pomts 
(35) The alhed army was compelled to fight on the 
retreat 

The bravest of men now entered Tilsit Tilsit 1 at 
that glonous name how do my thoughts awake ' Never 
was France so imposing , and, had the Emperor so willed 
It, that brilliant victory would have given endunng 
strength to the pillars of his power on the Contment 
But no ' he was to be the sport of Fortnne, after bemg 
her chosen favounte She now presented to him circum- 
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Poles have received me. They regard roe as a Uberalor 
and hope that 1 shall restore to them tbcir independence 
— hence they do not fail to load mo with the tnbtxte of 
their adulation One of them says to me, The great 
Napoleon appeared Kke a star m France He came— fw 
saw — he conquered the world. Another goes stUl farther 
with the language of flattery but ho is eicusaWe the 
love of country electrifies his heart and makes him utter 
such language as thia 

Invincible C®sar I To see you glorious hero I 
accomplishes my prayers and \’ows as well as tbo^ 
of all my countryman 

* Already do we see our country sa\Td for In your 
person do we adore the most just and profound of Icgis 
IntorsI 

Ait these eulogies, bowe\er fail to mtoxlcate me 
f have made a great many promises which I am unwilluijt 
to fulfil Desides, on Insurrection in Poland will sul^* 
herstj my ends. I want to IdndJo it, and shall u»c all 
the means in my pouer for that purpose and 1 shall 
succeed. 

Such were the contents of the letter Napoleon wrotf 
me towards the end of December i8o6 

boon the French passed ibe \'i5lula at dinefcat pojntv 
and gained sei'cral ad^•antage^». Satisfied with these firu 
bucccsse* Napoleon allowed hii army to rest Hut hr 
toon renewed the signal for combat The tuitfc' of 
Waterdorf Deppen and Hoff all preceded the laiwu* 
fiattle of Prcusaiscb Lybo uhlch was fought on the '*ih 
of bebruary 1807 and the resuUs of which were ** 
(,lonous to the I rench arms After this ptrai Kitile 
the troops re entered tbeir cantonmcnti. They firweirr 
continued the tuege* of Ndsvr nml Danuic Though 
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stantly talking of peace, the Emperor ordered new con- 
scriptions m France The Saxons joined our arms, and 
the Imperial Guard, recomposed of the 'elite of the regi- 
ments of the line, was soon in readmess to appear again 
on the field of battle 

Europe felt the necessity of a Congress But Napoleon 
impenously demanded that Turkey should send to it her 
plenipotentiary To this the ministers of the other Powers 
consented, and demanded upon what basis the new treaty 
should be constructed He answered that there must be 
an equal and reciprocal power possessed by each of the 
belhgerent masses, and that these two masses must to- 
gether enter upon a system of compensation These 
terms appeared obscure to the. Cabinets, who rephed that 
to carry out the plan the question of dividing up the 
terntory of each of the contracting parties must neces- 
sarily anse 

But the great man, who beheved that nothing either 
could or must resist him, concluded at length to trust 
agam to the chances of war The French army 
triumphed at Lomitten, and was checked at Heilsberg, 
but resolved to carry the town The enemy made the 
most gallant efforts to defend the position, but Napoleon’s 
star triumphed, and Fnedland was earned at all pomts 
(35) The alhed army was compelled to fight on the 
retreat 

The bravest of men now entered Tilsit Tilsit ! at 
that glonous name how do my thoughts awake ' Never 
was France so imposmg, and, had the Emperor so willed 
It, that bnlhant victory would have given endunng 
strength to the piUars of his power on the Contment 
But no ! he was to be the sport of Fortune, after being 
her chosen favounte She now presented to him circum- 
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stances more favourable than man e\*er before pos»eijed 
to make himself happy and to contribute to the general 
fehaty Bat^ through some inconceivable fatality \a 
poleon pursued a tortuous impolitic course — a cour^ 
wbicb drove the Fates to repent them of the long 
continned patronage they bad accorded him imd finally 
drew upon him irreparHble woes. 

An august meeting took place id the middle of the 
River Niemen A rnagnlficent raft was launched upon 
the bosom of the stream and received at dne and the 
same time the two most puissant Emperor* on the globe 
The two sovereign* embraced each other and swore 
eternal friendship The two armies colored the two 
bank* of the Niemcu and their shouts of joy were long 
and loud as they witnessed this ftriking proof of peace 
concord and mutual goodiriU At length a treaty of 
peace WTu concluded. The conqueror gas’e back in 
Prussia a small portion of her pobticaJ being— ^11 except 
that portion of the Pdtsh temtory called the Puchy of 
Warsaw which was gi\Tn to Saxonj Moreover, the 
King of Prussda was despoiled of all his poisr'^mns lx 
tween the Elbe and the Rhine and lost alK> that 
preponderanco »o oecessaiy lo maintain the equipoise of 
the dif^ *' Northern nations. ^ 

K my husband af v Imposing a put 

He V. xak the supt or among the 

great ' what mutt I In hi' mini 

ou sc y Queen silling at th 

table might it h»ve 

t u ? He III J 

that r -^Icn v* 

of Sax bo bad 

Poland f* *" 
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ha\c been deeply sensible how little of stability the 
empires he had founded must possess And it was, 
perhaps, the brightest day of his life uhen the wife of 
Frederick William III leceivcd his first visit Napoleon, 
m presenting her an amai.uith, which he had taken from 
a porcelain \ase, bcCiUiic suddenly agitated’ lie re- 
pented, afterwards, having caused it to be inserted in 
his bulletins that the Queen of l^russia, habited like an 
Vina/on, wore the uniform of her dragoons, and wrote 
twenty letters' a day to extinguish the spreading con- 
ilagration “I did wrong’ (he wrote to me), “I confess 
it , I did wrong to offend that Princess She is an 
angel descended to earth 1 was near throwing myself 
at her feet She might have transformed her conqueror 
into the most docile sla\c \t sight of her, e\cn at the 

I At Tilsil, the Ilmpcror Ind an intcr\ic\v with t!ic Queen of 
I’ni-^sia On the c%c of it, he <eatd to one of his Rcncrals, "1 am 
told she IS a handsome woman — "’Twill then be." answered the 
courtier, " a rose beside a hunch of laurels ’ The commencement 
of this intereiew was charming, delicate ” I cvpcctcd, ' said IJona- 
parte to her, " to see a prett) Oucen, but, madam, )ou arc the 
prettiest woman in the world " There were some .amaranths and 
roses in a \ase standing near He took one of them, and presented 
It to her "We arc but little acquainted with c.ach other,’ s.aid the 
Queen, confused .and timid, "may I receive this expression of Your 
Majesty’s sentiments’’"* — “Accept, madam, dccept," said he, " tis 
a presage of the friendship which I shall henceforth feel for j ourself 
and jour husband ’’ The Queen received the flowers, pale and 
trembling One of her ladies became alarmed at her unusual appear- 
ance " Be reassured, madam," said the Emperor " I am wholly 
yours , if I can do aught to oblige j'ou, do not deprive me of that 
pleasure ’’ The Queen remained silent He renewed the offer several 
times, and she at length asked him, wath a trembling voice, to give 
her Magdeburg for her son "Magdeburg'” exclaimed he, suddenly 
rising, " Magdeburg ' madam, madam, Magdeburg ! but you don’t 
think of that ’ Let us say no more about it , ” and they separated 
Thus ended this overture — M S 

* The presentation of these flowers was, according to usage, understood to 
imply love and friendship — Translator 
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BtRQccs more favourable than man mcr before poneued 
to nmlce himself happy and to contribate to the general 
febdty But throtigh some inconceivablo fcitahty \a 
poleoo pursued a tortuous, impolitic course — a course 
which dnyvo the Kates to repent them of the long 
continued patronage th^ had accorded him and finally 
drew upon him irreparable woes. 

An august meeting took place in the middle of the 
River Niemen A magnificent raft was launched upon 
the bosom of the stream and recci\‘ed at dne and the 
same time the two most puissant Emperors on the gIoI«c 
The two 80\ereigns embraced each other and swore 
eternal friendship The two armies covered the two 
banks of the Niemen and their abouts of }0) were long 
and loud as they witnessed this stnkmg proof of peace 
concord and mutual goodwill At length a treaty of 
peace was cooduded. The conqueror gave hack lf> 
Prussia a small portion of her political being— all except 
that portion of the Polish territory called the Duchy cf 
Warsaw which was giNCn to Saxon) MoreoN'ef the 
King of Prussia was despoiled of all his possesaons 
tween the Elbe and the Rhine and lost also lhal 
prepxmderance so necessary to maintain the equipoise of 
the difTerent Northern nations. 

Never had my husband acted fo Imposing a put 
He was 60 to speak the sapreme medulor among the 
great Powers. Hut what most have passed In Ills trlmf 
on seeing the unhappy Queen of IVussu ulting at tl^ 
tabic of the man who might at »oy moment have t'e 
throned her husband? lie must then have rrCDlIe^t*^ 
that Charles Nil of Sweden viiUed In perxon Au'^viiiui 
of Savon) from whom he had wrenched the tcep*fe if 
Poland in order to pve It to Stanidaus— yea he met 
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mere soimd of her \oice I becBine the mosi itm>i ol 
men My band trembled when I presented her the 
homage of an amaranth as the most beaotifol aad 
cararageous of her sex 

Thus Napoleon m the midst of hU tnumphs, did 
justice to virtue in misfortune He often assured me 
that, bnt for the ascendency which that august Prmcm 
had obtained over him he should not have consented 
to such easy conditioiis • The Queen of Prnwu " be 
added has twice sai*ed her husband, not only by rneia< 
of that sublime I'alour which cm era her name with giofy 
but hy her imposing manner of presenting herself to 
me. With a face which seemed a picture of sorrow 
she said to me, Porus would have eudI. under the wtubt 
of the laurels which shaded the brow of Alexander bet 
that tang olisays a Wog wns constrained, bv the oWj 
gations of gratitude, to respect bis confiotrw and to 
admire hu generous sentiments and noble fotltearacee 
Ucliese mo the parallel between the heir to the Ihfooe 
of hlacedon and Napoleon Is entirely to the adraniagt 
of Alexander The Pnneess addressed this language I-’ 
me mth that oohle sooled moderation which suit' so 
xsell wnth fallen greatness She also reminded me c^ 
the great deeds of Mona Theresa which rendered hej 
the admiration of Germany — of that illusifiom wenwe 
who bra\’^ all the efibrts of comldned buropc m ibe 
defence of her hentage The noble IIunKiiufl' ^ 
continued aosnered her appeal isith eriihu'ia'Pi 
fearlessly combated Frederick the Great and 
her enemies Prom ibis csamplc you see that a ^ 
despair may change the tile of empire'- Ih> 
it necessary for the wife of I redeneV M dban' 
so great a model ” 
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Such assurance in any other Avoman would have 
thrown Napoleon into a rage, but he ivas so far subdued 
by her as to tell her that the man who should wear 
her chains Avould be but too happy The Queen darted 
at him one of those pieicing glances which force even 
the most audacious and hardy man to blush at his own 
guilty thoughts 

This woman, so wonderful for the energy of her 
character, had made efforts far above her strength m 
the reception of Napoleon, who was the humiliation of 
her country, and a lingering disease soon afterwards con- 
ducted her to her tomb She died in the bosom of 
her family, unn^ersally mourned Her last sigh was for 
her husband, whom she adored She loved her children 
tenderly, and was devoted to her country “Poor Prussia!” 
said she, when dying, “ thou wilt be devoured as long 
as Saturn shall live” (36) 

All these details were furnished me by secret emis- 
sanes, who hastened to give me an account of the smallest 
particulars of Napoleon’s pnvate conduct Although far 

from him, I was acquainted with his most secret thoughts , 

« 

the slightest movement of his heart ivas no stranger to 
me Although his soul ivas closed against the sentiments 
of love, it was not yet altogether insensible I have 
often heard a certain Polish lady mentioned, to whom he 
addressed some attentions The report got about that 
he intended she should come and reside in France {37) 

I was much alarmed at this We were, each of us, 
extraordinary beings, both devoured by jealousy, neither 
of us could bear the idea of the slightest neglect by the 
other Everybody told us that we were only seeking the 
means of cherishing the source of our gnevances “Alas, 
poor humanity,” we sometimes exclaimed, “ how difficult 
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18 it for it to at peace wth it*e!fl At Coart acd 
m the town the war i* perpetual Each party is always 
ready and on the point of commencing the onset'’ 

The moment the Treaty of Tilsit was published, Swedm 
assumed a ho«do nad formidable attitude. Napoleca 
could not pardon the English for making a descent upoo 
the island of Rtlgen This unexpected attack awakened 
the hopes of Gustavos Adolphus. But what coold that 
unfortunate monarch do against the t ori en t of Frcnchmea 
which was preapitatmg itself upon his kingdom? Swcdtch 
Pomerania was ini.*aded Stmlsund was besieged and m rt' 
weeks surrendered and the French army took pos 5 Csd<?a 
of the Isle of IlQgcn ixvm which the King was fcrceJ to 
moke his escape 

Nopoleon followed the coarse of his triumphs. Gusisisrt 
d^icended from tns thVone Charles \ni tooV 
of his nephew s mhentance. The honourable ttprowh 
which he found himself able to make against the nep*iew 
of the great Frederick was of ba\Tng been one of the tncM 
zealous defenders of the Bourl>oa«i, and especially of havin'’ 
liecn the truest and most sincere fnend of the anbrtanitt 
Ehikc d Engbien I38) 

The King of Sweden had never flallcred the grest 
who could form no just idea of his proud and iruJei^ ' “t 
character If ” said he Gustavu* conlmue< to tr-m 
and the rrrace Royal of U Oriemberg ascends fhe ibrrr' 

1 shall feel much embarrassed *• 

Uul the Temple of Janus which seemed thu* «t O' 
north was soon opened ai the south Bocapaite rctuff'C'l 
to Pan% where he remained for some lime lit* 6r»< 

was to convoke fl" I e l>ody and the seeite Inf 

i^Kcch to thF* ^ Th pwple of the Wj tf 

Uaruw nJ antric have 
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countr}’^ and their rights The statements of my ministers 
Mill make you acquainted Mith the piosperous condition 
o\ the public treasury hly people wnW feel themsehes 
relieved of a considerable part of the land tax ” 

After Jerome’s marnage Muth the Princess Catherine of 
Wurtemberg,' Napoleon UTshed his tu'O other brothers to 
contract alliances Mith royal blood But Lucien had long 
ago manifested his dislike of the immeasurable ambition of 
Napoleon Madame Joseph, that model of rirtuc, that 
most amiable and excellent lady, did not deserve to be cast 
aside merely to nourish the chimeras of a senseless pride , 
and she found a determined defender m her husband It 
may be said, to the praise of Joseph, that he did not always 
participate in the sentiments of his brother, whom, indeed, 
he often opposed -with the utmost energy Napoleon had, 
however, obtained such an ascendency over the members 
of his family, -who all owed to him their elevation, that 
they dared not offer the least resistance to his wall They 
were all united by the sentiments of fear and ambition ■ 

An ambassador arnved from Persia, bnnging the most 
magnificent presents from his Court He presented to 

1 When the Pnneess of Wurtemberg came to Pans to espouse 
Jerome, she ^\as affianced the same evening, and the nuptials were 
celebrated the next day at eight o’clock in the evening Dunng the 
ceremony a temble storm arose, the lightning twice struck the 
Tmlenes On returning to her apartments, Josephine remarked that 
“ if the Pnneess were superstitious, she might suppose that that 
evening announced to her an unhappy future ” 

2 When Joseph Bonaparte ascended the throne of Naples, his sister 
Caroline, then Grand Duchess of Berg, avoided, as much as possible, 
meetmg her modest sister-m-law But seeing herself compelled to gn e 
her the title of "Your Majestx," she dared to complain to Napoleon 
that he had not yet thought to give her, also, a crown "Your com- 
plaint,” said he, " astonishes me, madam To hear you, one might 
suppose I had depnv ed you of your right of succession to the throne 
of your ancestoi ' 
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IS It for It to hvc at peace with itselfl At Grart ami 
in the town the war is perpetual Each party b alaan 
ready and on the point of cnmmen nn g the oaset ** 

The moment the Treaty of Tilsit was published SKedm 
assumed a hostile and formidable oUitude. Napolwa 
could not pardem the English for maiTng a defcent upta 
the island of ROgen This nnexpected attack awakraeJ 
the hopes of Gustavus Adolphus Rut what could that 
unfortunate monarch do against the torrent of FrencbmM 
which was preapitatmg Itself upon his kingdom? Sivtduh 
Pomerania was invaded Stmlsund was besieged and 1q ti' 
weeks surrendered and the French army took posj£S<k>n 
of the isle of RQgen from which the King was forced to 
make his escape. 

Napoleon followed the course of his inumphs, Gnstaa^ 
descended from his thtone Charles XIII took po<irtucn 
of his nephew • inhentance The honourable rcprwcH 
which he found himself oble to make agaiajl the nephe* 
of the great Tredenck was of ha\aDg been one of the 
zealous defenders of the Uourbon^ and especially of haviBg 
been the truest ood most sincere fnend of the unf-Ttoni e 
Duke d Engbien (38) 

The King of Sweden had never flattered the great nu^ 
who could form no just idea of his proud and indfp« ‘ft 
character If said he Gustavus continues to tt' o 
and the Pnnee Royal of orlemberg a .cendi the 
1 shall feel much eml^arrassed-** 

Hut the Temple of Janus which •eemej »f»at at 
north K~is soon opened at the south Jlunaparte 
to Pans, where he remained for lornc time. Mti firi 
wi» to con%-oltc the fegifblut: body and the trpite 
speech to them he said The {wiple of the ’'J 
Waijia* and the Cnv of Pantn ha^T cecinrtrJ 
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me, howe\ er, they were a. source of much amusement (40) 
All the ladies of the Court strove with each other in their 
attentions to their “ Excellencies," and for some time an 
immense concourse of persons besieged the porticoes of 
their hotels Napoleon pretended, at one time, to think 
that these distant deputations would disquiet Russia, and 
caused a report to be put in circulation that a rupture was 
about to talce place betueen the two Powers But per- 
ceiving that few of the foreign ministers at Pans gave the 
least credit to the rumour, he soon abandoned this political 
ruse The presents he ivas to make in exchange for those 
he had received from the different Asiatic and African 
nations were so slow in being prepared, that he had received 
but a small portion of them when those ambassadors left 
France 

For months he had been talking of making a journey 
to Italy “ I must," said he, “ have Tuscany , I shall 
have little difficulty in obtaining it I intend it foi; my 

^\•as announced at his door The Persian did not know a word of 
French, and his interpreter was absent but, as the last syllable only 
of the name struck his ear, he thought, of course, it must be the physi- 
cian he had sent for Consequently, the moment the president had 
come m he reached out his hand to have him feel his pulse The 
president, supposing he meant to shake hands, gave it a hearty shake 
The Persian, doubtless presuming that the French physicians had a 
peculiar mode of feeling the pulse, next opened his mouth and showed 

him his tongue M B M thought this merely an act of Persian 

politeness but the surprise which he felt did not in the least disconcert 
the ambassador, who attnbuted it to some unfavourable symptom which 
his supposed physician had discovered He next clapped his hands, 
and two slaves instantly entered and placed under the president’s nose a 
silver basin The latter, on seeing them enter, supposed that, accord- 
mg to Eastern custom, they were bnnging him a silver vase filled with 
rose-xvater from Shiraz but the perfume which it exhaled undeceived 
him in a most disagreeable manner He thought the ambassador meant 
to insult him, and became livid with rage Fortunately, the interpreter 
arrived and soon explained away the affront — M 
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Napoleon in the name of his soveragn the sibm cf 
Tamerlane and Thamaa Kouly Khan The Emfcrnf 
appeared enchanted with these nch presents of a dmia 
foreign Court I received soieral of the most bcauirfd 
cashmeres (39) The Persian ambassador was CaTOT 
ably recoiled bat the Emperor soon after and acdfr 
some vain pretext refused him n private andicnce Iln 
Excellency Asker Khan was much emharrassed in actm^ 
his part and seldom appeared at Court AikJ yet th^ 
man was not destitute of a certain degree of meni 
although In the eje* of the courtiers his quality of air 
bassador was hut an tmagraary title One of our geatfil' 
(Gardanne) had been sent into Persu with a coasideraW- 
suite He had received as it appears, secid joitnictiaa* 
from the Cabinet of the Tuilenes but DOthtng wa« al thi 
time surprising E\en the Emperor of Morocco had hti 
plenipotentiary at Pans charged to congratulate the great 
man the most \*aliant (os he said) the most rcacmeedef 
r uropean sovereigns. Napoleon look a real plearofe 
reccinng in the midst of his Court those men *ho carr 
express from the confines of Asia and \fnc3 to sped: 
him fora bnef moment Havemy Mamamouchn comr? 
he would ask impatiently and when m good hum'TJr h'' 
would tell bis fai-ountes that while in I g>pt he wnir ptr 
asely the same costume (excepting the astrakhan I 
which was wxim by one of the sons of \h lint m fi't 
the Calnncl of the Tuilenes attachnl little or no 
ance to the mission of these lUustnnui firn'm n ' T' 

When, in iXck sn n I * i t rrrv* 1* 

II M — — thrfipccM ipnief iheCtoxnl t t lei. a* 
m> tiral sJ i^lnnt •ith bim fwHtbeV-> U rf'Jt ( r t' ^ 
rc' li ot chanr The »ftla aLt w* ^ i* / ^ 

tor a pbj^unxn iKa-w Itjur I t was w l f y 
0.1.^ rry mwietM e pfXIM'eib^'^’cr * io»et f >I b 
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me, liowever, they were n source of much amusement (40) 
All the ladies of the Court strove with each other in their 
attentions to their “ Excellencies, ’ and for some tune an 
immense concourse of persons besieged the porticoes of 
their hotels Napoleon pretended, at one time, to think 
that these distant deputations would disquiet Russia, and 
caused a report to be put 111 circulation that a rupture was 
about to take place between the two Powers But per- 
ceiving that few of the foreign ministers at Pans gave the 
least credit to the rumour, he soon abandoned this political 
ruse The presents he was to make in exchange for those 
he had recened from the diflcrent Asiatic and African 
nations were so slow in being prepared, that he had received 
but a small portion of them vhen those ambassadors left 
France 

For months he had been talking of making a journey 
to Italy “ I must,” said he, “ have Tuscany , I shall 
have little difficulty in obtaining it I intend it foi; my 


was announced at his door The Persian did not know a word of 
French, and his interpreter was absent , but, as the last syllable only 
of the name stnick his car, he thought, of course, it must be the physi- 
cian he had sent for Consequently, the moment the president had 
come in he reached out his hand to have him feel his pulse The 
president, supposing he meant to shake hands, gave it a hearty shake 
The Persian, doubtless presuming that the French physicians had a 
peculiar mode of feeling the pulse, next opened his mouth and showed 

him his tongue M B M thought this merely an act of Persian 

politeness but the surprise which he felt did not in the least disconcert 
the ambassador, who atlnbuted it to some unfavourable symptom which 
his supposed physician had discovered He next clapped his hands, 
and two slaves instantly entered and placed under the president's nose a 
silver basin The latter, on seeing them enter, supposed that, accord- 
ing to Eastern custom, they were bnnging him a silver vase filled ivith 
rose-water from Shiraz , but the pci fume which it exhaled undeceived 
him in a most disagreeable manner He thought the ambassador meant 
to insult him, and became livid \vith rage Fortunately, the interpreter 
arrived and soon explained away the affront — M 
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eJdest sister who is foUy capable of go^emmg that docht 
She resembles me — her nature svill not brooV an^ pcri of 
dominaUoiL. If need b© »he wilJ accustom herself alfVe to 
the smilea of prosperity and tho irwns of adrersity tn 
a ^vo^d Eb ga baa the courage of on Amazon ” A dooJ 
came <ner the Emperors brovr as he pronewnetd the<r 
words he seemed to be tormented by some fear or so-oe 
sudden thought * 

I did not permit myself to utter reflections they woeM 
ba\e been utterly useless. Mj husband had Ibe «ron;;rt 
attachment for Madame Bacaochi (41] As to laulm^ 
BorghHe " said he^ she is good for nothing except ra a 
saloon She tells a story wH and her enchanting fw*? 
lends a grace to all her moixraents but I think her ns 
capable of govemmg She has oeilhcr character Pft 
eoergy She known not horv to undertake aD)ihing 
can t refuse anything and her tender heart is afraid cf 
being obbged to punish anybody (43) \s to Madarr 
Murat continued he, when she once embraces a serli 
meat nothing can make her change it '>hc has a klaJ 
of firmness of character which wnll always p^e^T1ll hr 
licing goiemcd She Ioioks men and knows h'>w 
appreciate them ot lhar just value Her kmnfrd r rf 
the human heart renders her at limes distrustful 
IS occused of haWng ambttma of being fickle to her Itk 1 
ships, and tneonstant in her lose As I know 
aliout her in these respects it is not for mr to 3*ru 
or to acquit her Iful she has domeslK' urfir^ *h 1 
when better known to thee my tlcit Jcrvyhier 

I ti/XTTS th* A^h ct tN" Ihil iJlr^ tl -*1 ^ 

Ih# UtIIu rt to Mr l pMt “|v »»» r>j W 

»he la-} >»l h|« ihr>'v Mlw- IM I 0 » * H » 

*f)Tlre 1 'cr b ft 
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he, With a smile, “will make thee judge her ^vlth less 
of prejudice and more of justice ” 

I turned the conversation - upon another subject, m 
order to avoid an ever fruitless discussion I discovered 
the intentions of my husband I could only make com- 
plaints against his family But I neglected my own 
personal interests, and looked after none but his 

After offenng a throne to Murat he had to build 
another for Joseph, for it was upon Joseph that he 
rested his highest hopes Naples did not present a 
sufficiently broad theatre for his glory, and it was m 
the Spamsh capital, m the midst of that proud and 
faithful people, that the new monarch was to appear 
and disappear almost in the same moment of time (like 
the Kings created by Charles XII , who descended from 
the throne with as much ease as they had had difficulty 
in mountmg it) Like Loms, Joseph was wholly a 
stranger to his brother’s policy Each of them sighed 
for repose , and, of all the members of his family, the 
one most resembhng him was beyond all contradiction 
the Grand Duchess Ehza He regarded Jerome merely 
as a scholar, and himself as his preceptor But the King 
of Westphalia could have said to him, m the language 
of the poet 

" Je vous imiterai, quand il en sera temps, 

Quand, poiir determiner les esprits inconstans, 

Il me faudra plus qu’un titre qui deguise 
Et le but et I’efifet de ma haute entrepnse 
A commander aussi je me sens destine 
Qui m’en empecherait ? ” 

Gcimamcus, Acte I , scene vi 
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CHAPTER \ I 

the Treaty of 711114 Napoleon had en^crd 
Emperor Alexander not to mtcrfcre uaih any 
■which France might make against Spain I^uHy a mtcd 
npon this point and pertuaded that no other romr 
would dare intermeddle ho moitd forx’arU fcarlr* It 
towards tho object he had long aimed at He wis ro 
stranger to the prodamatkm which Godoy the iVin e 
of Peace had issued In which he called to arms hi' 
masters faithful subjects, in order to send away the 
best troops of Spain The F roperor throuch hi< vcrrt 
agents at Madrid lodnuated that they ought to I'e ih 
rected towards Denmark General Romana w-\s ditrclr'l 
to place himself at the head and that famous genrfaf 
was presented to me on his am\a] at Pan^ Nap* 
had long since testified hii pleasure In him lca\ 

his countrj for he was leriottsly afraid of hU bra^rry 
Soon 30,000 rrenchmen m nrtue of the Treaty rf rm 
tamebleau entered ‘^pain under Junot Cliatlr- I\ na 
reposing upon the good hilh of the man whu aim Ij 
entcnained the design of pos^ lOg lumwif rf th wrj'th 
of the two worlds already hoardnl up 'o t « ‘ 

thoM: difTermt kingdoms Napolnm di I rn Ini^r 1 1 
kerp his word to ihr unhappy m<’turch I vi -) t 
contrary felt ansrou that ilte I rtn c llrgert f 1 ft / ^ 
nni,ht GU into the virrr sure Tl *■ liitfr I * 1 ' f 
would have I'Tt ml hU j i nrf I i f r lb ’^*7 
ad\i c of ^ir 'sidnr> '•■mith wt p-r *'1 f ' 



TUL 1 MPKl SS JOSIPHINL 


S3 

embark for Brazil on the e\c of Junol’s cnti.ince into 
Lisbon Bonaparte, now mastei of Portugal, thought 
onl} of assembling a new army at Bayonne (j.3), ready 
at an} moment to march upon the capital of Spain 
He said to me, “ 1 am going to sci/e the first occa 
Sion , I am so successful in everything that it seems to 
me King Charles IV must feel obliged to me for h.ivmg 
furnished him the means of con'^olidatmg his slavery ’ 

I sincerel} pitied the Prince of Asturias. I knew his 
mortification at seeing Don Lmmanuel Godoy e vercise 
so potent an influence o\cr the illustrious family which 
had adopted him He rcso!\ed on o\ertIirov.ing tint 
faaounte, but, unhappily, behexed that Napoleon xvoiild 
000*^001 to aid him m the undertaking The Lmperor of 
the French conccix cd the idea of gning him his brother 
Lucien s eldest d-’iicrliter in marnage (44) A secret agent 
rccened orders to sound the Pnnee on that subject, and 
to suETgest to him, adroitl}, to apph to Napoleon to choose 
him a V ife and, in due time, the heir-presumptne to the 
Spanish throne consulted the Lmperor touching the choice 
he should make . V Inely correspondence look place be- 
tv een them But ?t length the most unquc'^tionable 
information reached the father respecting the conduct of 
the son , and hencefortn the pnncipal instigator of the 
.'.hole of this political intrigue, Don Godo}, so proud of 
the title of Prince of Peace, concev ed some suspicions 
respecting the v.orLrgs of the p’ot, and snonly after 'a'-ds 
the Pnnee of Astunas v as arrested. Napoleon con^sed 
to me that he ■" as afraid tne name of nis ambassador, 
ana the marnage project be nad nad in cand. * ojIc figure 
in the legal proceedings agmnst Ferdnand “I am, said 
he, “going to use means to make the old King -nte me 
on this subject Tne fatner viit ccmp'.am of the son, 
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and beg me to aid him with m> adnce Mj tuthfal 
emissaries 'mil send me from day to day an rjoct ac 
count of the Princes most tnral actions. Bat I sluU 
entreat the father to use indulgence tcm-ards the son and 
shall go so far as to recall to his mind the cjcatnple of 
Philip II if Don Carlos is guilty ho is not— or at lea t, 
hi* £mJt IS tnflwg — ^and a So\tTeign ought alrap to 
pardon such is roy pobey madam The moment the 
Emperor of the French shall pretend to rccoadlc them 
the one mth the other that moment he will order the 
grand ormy and the Imperial Guard to odvance towards 
Spain and soon your husband and his happj spouse trul 
start for Bayonne ” Ha then left me in a hurry mthout 
answenng the difTereat observations which I pifniitted 
myself to make upon the subject 

Ttpas io the laleftce of the night that the con< 7 uercr 
of so mao> nations came to the resolution to 5ubj»<l 
another one to his sway ood he thus wrote to Munt 
The Spaniards ore bom lazy and fanatical you will 
easily conquer them I or Ibis it i^ only ncce^ury thjf 
you should canton your numeroas phalanxes in the rf< b 
bourhood of the road from Bayonne to Madrid Th*' 

I nnee of I race is blinded by my prwni*^ he HiB st'C 
render his country to me without makmg any 
Of defence I know this for he intends seudin'* hn o'* / 
disposaWe corps of troops to the frontlets if r'rtugjl'* 
The moment had now come for the sinister titnU I 
lixcak out at Aranjuer The I rrnch army ifnr^' ‘f' 
moved towards Nfadrid and nude it' »Armn rrtry 1 
the town King Charles 1% al Ii atr^J lo f i tr c f f ^ 
vm and the I nncc of Asimu wav rrc 'ti eJ ,iv f 
Jiv Murat under the oam^ Icrdm^nJ \IJ 

But my hu 1 1 C 1 bal not s “ic fir r t f 
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his work unfinished “ Dolus, an virtus, quis in hoste 
requirat ? ” said he, rubbing his hands in token of joy 
“ I am really an admirer of Virgil — the greatest of the 
Roman poets has some excellent ideas , they are worth 
mfinitely more than those of our modem philosophers — 
what say you ? ” I rephed, “ A young Sovereign, loved 
by his subjects, might easily rally their courage and calm 
the popular effervescence ” Such an idea could, of course, 
find no place in Napoleon’s projects, and he used all his 
efibrts to make Charles IV protest against his abdication, 
proposmg to him, at the same time, to come immediately 
to Bayonne to have an understanding with his son I 
accompanied my husband on his journey thither I could 
not look with indifierence upon a young pnnce, the victim 
of intngue and Itahan cunning I foresaw the unhappy 
issue which perfidious advisers were preparmg for the 
Emperor 

Ferdinand and the Infant, Don Carlos, displayed a 
force of character which astonished the “ self-styled medi- 
ator , ” and Napoleon, attemptmg to fnghten them, said to 
the young Kmg, “ The past should teach you that it is m 
vain to resist me, and that it is as easy for me to punish as 
to threaten ” I was present when this was said, and could 
scarcely control the feehngs which agitated me , but my 
astonishment and admiration were at theu height when 
I heard Ferdmand reply to it, ivith marked and manly 
energy ' 

“ I understand you, Napoleon, you seek to mtimidate 
me, by calling to my mind the fate of a Prmce of my family 
I ask you, as a favour, that I may perish by a death hke 
that of my cousm, if you are determmed to take away my 
crown ' ” — “ And I,” added Don Carlos, “ I demand, as a 
special favour, to die with my brother and my King, if you 
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are eo unjust as to deprive the Spatiiardt of thejr Irptmuir 
Sovereign " 

This truly painful scene pit>dnced some impression Bfm 
him But he had no design upon the hits of the rnnct>, 
but merely intended to hold them in bondage It mim 
be said to the honour of a majority of his ctwriicrst 
dspecuUy of M de Talleyrand, that they disaitnrtd hrs 
projects against Spam The latter dared to tell hm 
plamly that he u*ould reap nothing from it but lo- *a-J 
confusion Ion arc decni'ed said the ami ili'nii 
Isapoleon mj political car is started it must iu*i cq 
woe to him who finds himself beneath its «heet<!’ Pc 
sides, gentlemen " said he i\hy ha\e the InCiots rtw 
to Mat me at Marac ’ They ore >'Oung turn mifpnt 
expencnce coming here ^.nthoul pauporti ’ ThinV p-j 
my policy is in accordance with the feelings of my heart ? 
Oh no! not at all but there are sometimes cxtraotibfufy 
cases— and this is one— when I muJt silence my p^iiatc 
feelings and dciute mjtcif to the good of my pe'>p.V ard 
the glory i\hich must necessarily thence l>e nrflcctt*! 
my croR-u 

Hvs conduct towards the royal family of Spun ita fir 
from nieciing my approtuiion and I did not conceaf fftim 
bun how rtiuch I dishVed it I did not hide ftom him th 
odiousncss of thus arlnlrar) act and hence he r 
a'\jy from all the future conferences What riinrr* t 
to you madam taul he i\Hih 111 humour ‘^^hech f it 
Charfcsl\ or I erdioanJ »h‘> treats nub me? 

1 M <J TjJ.<7Wu 1 ^er t »r-t / S» t 

Jo^hi re' r coo J c rrct** rj-»<h I t» 1 U *“ 

St«~t iLai rro* J J O* ar« h tJ"! f r r < r ' 

tJ tk J III i'-7 <• T I r* •' * ' iW w 

-hvtK Irti- ^1 b « It ww, t. t- 

f»»rn«L-cb ij k-llJlt-r * t*t ^ 
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longer recognise the son, and unless he replaces the crown 
in his father’s hands, within a few hours, I shall declare 
myself the protector of the one against the other We 
shall see whether the Prince will dare resist me > ” 

Ferdmand was advised to resign the crown upon the 
condition that the royal family should return to Madrid, 
and the nation itself should, through the medium of the 
Cortes, or another assembly less numerous, take cogni- 
sance of the affair, and pronounce its decision Napoleon 
did not favour such a project He employed the most 
active means to prevent it, and sought my intervention 
But I solemnly refused to have anythmg to do with this 
work of miquity, and foretold to hun, by a sort of secret 
inspiration, that from the moment he undertook to legiti- 
mate this cnmmal usurpation, the phantom of fehcity 
which he had thus far enjoyed would begin to vanish 
He paid not the least attention to my menaces The 
Prmce of Astunas became the object of persecution 
He was forced to submit to all the conditions which 
Napoleon saw fit to impose upon him , especially when 
he became acquamted with the massacre of the 2nd of 
May, in the streets of Madnd 

Murat wrote him that the grape-shot and bayonet had 
cleared the streets of the Spanish capital, givmg all the 
details which led to that fatal insurrection The presence 
of the French troops, and the departure of the royal family, 
had struck all hearts with consternation It was rumoured 
that the Princes were treated as pnsoners of state It was 
known that the Queen of Etruira (45) and the Infanta, 
Don Antonio and Don Francisco, were about to set out for 
France , and mimediately numerous women assembled in 
the palace to prevent their departure An aide-de-camp 
of Murat now appeared, who, it was supposed, had come 
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are so xnijust as to dopnve the Spaniards of thor legitimate 
Soverogn 

This tmlj painful scene produced some impressicm upon 
him But he had no design upon the U\*e8 of the Prmcc*, 
but merely intended to hold them in bondage. It must 
be said to the honour of a majority of his coortien, tad 
Specially of M de Talleyrand that they disavowed his 
projects agamst Spam The latter dared to tell hbn 
plainly that he would reap nothing from it but loss and 
confosiop You are decened said the ambittoos 
Napoleon my poUtKal car ia started it must pass on 
woe to him who finds himself beneath its uheeUl* Be 
sides, gentlemen aaid ho, why ha\*e the Infants come 
to visit me at Merac ? They are young rocn without 
experience, coming here without passports I Think you 
my pohey is m accordance with the feeEngs of my heart ? 
Oh no 1 not at all but there are sometimes extraordinary 
cases — and this is one— when I most sdcnce my pnrate 
feelings and devote myself to the good of my people and 
the glory ■which must, necessarily thence bo reflected upon 
my cr o w n 

His conduct towards the royal family of Spam was far 
from meeting my approbation and 1 did not conceal from 
him how much I disliked it I did not hide from hfm the 
odiousness of this arbitrary act and hence he kept me 
away from all the future conferences. WTiat matters it 
to you madam ” said he with U1 humour whether rt I'C 
Charles IN or rerdmond who treats with me? I wQ! no 

I M da TalleyrEod was ioog the rt*bl arm of N»roleo^bot 
loaephlDe i»ver cooJd wrdse much Inflnacca oicr thai 
More eoce did she dara rqwoach him tar mrt 

pcoiect of a dlrorre IfWory wffl fcOR Irecp ritcoca ts (a 
raotlw which datennloed him He was. hemmer owcflherf^t^ 
csLQses which foccesdrcly kd to the fiU of Bonaparte 
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longer recognise the son, nnd unlc'^s he leplaccs the crown 
in his fathci 5 hands, ^\lth^n a few liours, I shall declare 
imsclf the protector of the one agani'^t the other We 
shall see whether the Prince will dare lesist me ' ” 

I'erdinand was nd\iscd to resign the crown upon the 
condition that the lojal fimil}' should icturn to J^Iadrid, 
and the nation itself •'hould, through the mccluun of the 
Cortes, or another a'^stinhij less numerous, take cogni- 
isincc of the aflait, and pronounce its decision Napoleon 
did not fa\our such a project Ho emplojed the most 
actuc means to pic\ent it, and sought my mtcncntion 
Put I solcmnij refused to ha\c auj thing to do with this 
work of iniquitj, and foictold to him, by a sort of secret 
inspiration, that from the moment he undertook to Icgiti* 
mate this criminal usurpation, the phantom of felicity 
which he had thus fir tnjojed would begin to \amsh 
He paid not the least attention to my menaces The 
Prince of Astunas became the object of persecution 
He was forced to submit to all the conditions which 
Napoleon saw fit to impose upon him , especially W'hen 
he became acquainted with the massacre of the 2nd of 
Hay, m the streets of Madnd 

Murat w rote him that the grape-shot and bayonet had 
cleared the streets of the Spanish capital, giving all the 
details which led to that fatal insurrection The presence 
of the French troops, nnd the departure of the royal family, 
had struck all hearts with consternation It was rumoured 
that the Princes w'ere treated as pnsoners of state It w^as 
known that the Queen ol Etruna (45) and the Infanta, 
Don Antonio and Don Francisco, were about to set out for 
France, and immediately numerous w'omen assembled in 
the palace to prevent their departure An aide-de-camp 
of Murat now appeared, who, it was supposed, had come 
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to demand the Inian ta He wa* ilj used a tumult 
ensued, and a strugglo took fJace between the French and 
Spaniards m which more than a thousand men perished. 
The firing was prolonged till late in the night, notwrth 
st an d i ng the armistice which Murat had published in 
order to restore tranquiIUty 

Nerver did I see the Emperor m such a rage as oo 
peniamg these despatches. He rushed hastily out of his 
cabinet and gave an order that the Prmce of Aatunai 
should on the mstant send him a formal rtsimcuticiD of 
the kingdom of Spam I must have it, said he, in a 
definite shape and be mnst make a ctsskm to me 
of all hia present and futnre to the ctowx Tbtf 

comedy has reached its dimnuvitnt and its end may be 
tragical if those to whom I send my orders defer therf 
execuboD 

The prebendary Escolqinz (46) received an eoi*oy from 
Napoleon charged to armoanco to the Prince the iotentiotts 
of bis master But hia resistance was stubborn and the 
message frmUess. I most, said be. Judge of it for 
myaelf. — In \Tdn (reported the envoy) did I ca 
deavour to calm him or to make him listen to the v’oicb 
of reason all I could do only served to sour bun the 
more. He finally told me to remain m my room and 
not let him see me unless I should be sent for 

In the evenmg I feamt that my husband bad teen 
Ferdinand and had dared to say to him Prince you 
must choose — death, or your rennnciatbn of the cTU*ru-^ 
Bat he was far fiom giving anolher representation of the 
Vincennei tragedy I only wanted to frighten hhn 
said he to roe but I did not expect to find 50 much 
<mcrgy in him Should he ever remount his throne he 
will I thmk, be capable of keeping it \Vbo know* Inil 
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he may one day attempt to make me play the part of 
Francis I at Madnd ? ” “ Perhaps,” said I, “ you 
may not reap as many laurels as that great sovereign 
Charles V was the rival of the French Kmg, instead of 
havmg his pnvate injuries to avenge The irnii.^^rtal 
Loms XII pardoned, in the most generous manner, the 
man who had unjustly held him in chams ” — “ Ah,” re- 
phed Napoleon, “ I shall not place myself in the power 
of his generosity, and, as a precaution, I shall retain him 
m order to keep from him the means of attemptmg any 
such surpnse , for, I certainly admit, it would be desperate 
to punish him ” 

Though the possessor of the crown of Charles IV , he 
was not of his kingdom From all quarters the Spamards 
rushed to arms, but Napoleon could not persuade himself 
that the Castihans would display their ancient bravery 
His advisers made him beheve that the Spamards were 
not capable of makmg the least effort in favour of their 
sovereign , that the name alone of the great Napoleon 
had already vanquished them, and that the power of his 
arms would soon finish that important conquest Thus 
did his courtiers constantly urge him forward to take rash 
and inconsiderate steps I despised the one who first 
dared give him the perfidious advice to declare war upon 
Spam, and to despoil of his crown and hentage the only 
ally who was faithful to hun But thus do the serpents 
which crawl mto Courts mfect, by their impure breath, 
the councils into which they are admitted Their tongues, 
like the adder’s, are poisoned arrows , and the enchantmg 
words of their flattery flow from lips steeped in poison 
Doubtless, Napoleon cannot escape the reproaches of 
contemporaries and of posterity , but, when there shall be 
liberty to draw aside the veil of imposture, France will 
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to demand the Inhinta He was iD used a ttumdt 
ensued and a struggle took place between the French and 
Spaniards, tn which more than a thousand men perished 
The firing was prolonged tfll late m the night, notwrth 
standing the armistice which Murat had published in 
order to restore tranquiUfty 

Never did I see the Emperor m such a rag© as oo 
perusing these despatches. He rushed hastily out of bts 
cabinet and gave an order that the Prince of Attums 
should, on the instant send him a femtuti TeniwdatioD o! 
the kmgdom of Spain I must have it ” said he, m a 
definite shape and be nrast make a ceasion to me 
of all hi6 present and future claims to the crown- This 
comedy has reached its Jinfam/ni and its end may be 
tragical if those to whom I eend my orders defer their 
execution 

The prebendary EscoTqoix (46) rcceired an ensvy froto 
Napoleon charged to announce to the Fnnce the intentions 
of bis master But his resistance was stabborn, and the 
message fruitless I most, said he, judge of it for 
myself — In vain " (reported the envoy) did I en 
deavour to calm him or to make him listen to the >‘oice 
of reason all I could do only served to sour b«n the 
more. He finally told roe to remain m my room and 
not let him see mo unless I should be sent for” 

In the evening I Icamt that my husband had setn 
Ferdinand and had dsred to say to him Pnnee yw* 
must choose— death or your rcnunciatlou of the aown 
But he was hi firom giving another rcpresenlalion of the 
Vmcetmes tragedy I only wanted to fnghtca him 
said he to me but I did not expect to find so much 
energy in hitn Should bo ever remount hts throne he 
wiD I thmk be capable of keeping it ^^ho knows lirt 
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fold to me all your ihoughU ’’ — “ I am, said I, “ still of an 
opinion different from your own You think to make the 
people believe that jour giand-chamboriam appio\es the 
\iolcnt means which jou luxe made use of to catch in your 
snare the family jou are dethroning, and that, not content 
with having served \ou with his counsels, he is still aiiMous 
to be useful to jou by giving jou his chateau at Valanccy, 
for the purpose of detaining join uigust prisoners ]:)C un- 
deceived' sensible men will adopt none of these notions 
The snare is not surrounded bj flowers You will, from 

\rc ^ou not the Kmit of Spun, aiul ^ro )Ou intcrdictfcl from lew mg 
the taxes uhich arc incli'^pensahlc ^ ■—'•Taxes' Upon whom’ 
U here ’ \oii haM. itnccf up the sources' — "Reproaches’ - 
'Truths’ Did \ou not tell me at Ha\nnne. that in\ collections 
might, at first, Ikj difTicult, and that \oii would cover tin deficit’ 
Have jou kept that promise’’ — ‘No nor did I intend to do so 
f^ng has the Trench ircasurj covered the expenses of this war You 
have people— impose taxes — 'Taxes, again' Will a coiintr} in a 
state of insurrection paj m) taxes’ Or will a coiintrj totallj ruined 
bv )oiir armies, although obedient, paj them’ I see the evil plainlj 
I have seen the victims — 1 have received petitions — I cannot deny the 
evidence" — ‘ Joseph, jou don t propcrlj measure circumst.anccs 
Where should I now have l>cen — I, Fnifoor of the rnneh and King oj 
Italy — had I suffered mvsclf to be fretted by the detonations of argu- 
ment and abstract truths ’ Mj greatness takes its birth in my skill in 
cutting to the quick, in contemning the reproaches of individuals, the 
complaints of those who arc vexed, and the hatred of all While yet 
joung, I mured mjself to this stern indifference, and I shall carry this 
character hardy and profitable to the tomb I shall die with it ” — 
“Boast as much as vou please of what you arc, and what you have 
been , but, for myself, I wash only to be what I can be vvathout too 
much self reproach and, since all moderation seems at an end, 
although a king of your manufacture, I shall no longer be your property , 
nor the Spaniards your serfs " — '' I notice what you say Joseph, did 
I value my glory less, I could retrograde with honour, but no I am 
too far advanced I will not furnish a family scene Let’s drop it 
to-morrow I will put you in funds ’ The next day Joseph received 
500,000 francs, and returned to Burgos Napoleon long remembered 
this scene , it affected him, and, perhaps, he has earned it with him to 
his Rock 
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discover what means her enemiea employed to bspire 
him with this culpable ondertaking^ 

Ho coiild not dissemble the joy he felt »t the success 
of this foo^ d'itat “ I have aaid bo succeeded m spate 
of the policy of the prebendary EscoTquix. I know how 
to appreciate the lo\e he bears his masters. He has done 
bis duty and shall not cease to be sensible of mj good 
will As to Talleyrand he dared oppose me according 
to him the conquest of Spain was high treason, Ei htn! 
he must partiapate in it if it be such and must become 
the overseer of the Prmcc* at Valancey (47) That a not 
mak ing hmi act a very distmgmshed part in the phy 
Josephine And now that in spite of him, 1 ha\"e succeeded 
in placing my brother Joseph* on the throne, jw mav on 


I 4!! I;}^ aalH all tK«t Ka* hapygftJtL 

Joseph did oQt. Is occapttoa d» threoeof Spolo omeot 
bif brother's Uealeoant. Aimnn aod O&ret bad tbe comce to tun 
tbjU defioue qD«etlOQ ia hit pfcaeo c e ** Nerer fear fcaJlcsiea. aid 
be I am oo* a Spaniard, and if my d«v nb^ccts noge ihtmwlnt 
DDder my a cqj tre aasnre them, gentlemeo. that I thall relsa. and 
tbat nothing bot their oppoddoo wtH brloa 1 ° Ibem deerte* s%ard 
Na^otacM " 

TTiie ncrtsfe aworaoce <Dd not a DiUe to coodllaie the freal pmoo- 
tg«> of the old Court, vblch aocin became Ids o«n. 

Wtb each ccntlinenU, Joeeph cooW not Ure foog opon a (S>*J 
with hU brother A dispute broke out between tbno, 
and I wOI add that ihU dfapute «» oo* of the leading cio^ oi 
Napoteoo a dhastera In Spain. Two powtiful raoUw opcfiteJ to 
eatrange Joaeph from Mt brother — the hoooor of the SfanUb ibrotu 
which he willed to preeerve Inlnet, and li* neeswAdrs ^ hLi. figwr^ 
The trooblea In Spain boA redoced all impoatt to tero, and ft 
that the new mocarch found himself often without a boo It th 
atmte of tbhigi that peodoerd the famoo* Jnimlcw at ChanwuJ^ 
where Joaepb upon him Uio a thnuderboft. and when tsa 
erpracted ll '* What aald Boeapane. ” yon here brtuVtf wwirg 
hho at a«tw dbUDCe what moU 0 brtnp >00 here? — “Th^in^ 

pwer/ttf In the world, aaid ;<.*eph, went and to avoid Wng mli-l 

by toy Mrw aubjectt I tarv act a crown In my tra-sary — Jl >■ 
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fold to me all your thoughts ” — “ I am,” said I, still of an 
opinion different from your own You think to make the 
people believe that your grand-chamberlain approves the 
violent means which you have made use of to catch m your 
snare the family you are dethroning, and that, not content 
with having served you with his counsels, he is still anxious 
to be useful to you by giving you his chMeau at Valancey, 
for the purpose of detaming your august pnsoners Be un- 
deceived ’ sensible men will adopt none of these notions 
The snare is not surrounded by flowers You will, from 

Are you not the King of Spam, and are you mterdicted from levying 
the taxes which are indispensable?" — “Taxes! Upon whom^ 
Where ? You have dried up the sources ” — “ Reproaches ^ ’ — 
“ Truths 1 Did you not tell me, at Bayonne, that my collections 
might, at first, be difficult, and that you would cover the deficit’ 
Have you kept that promise ’ ” — “ No , nor did I intend to do so 
Long has the French treasury covered the expenses of this war You 
have people — impose taxes" — "Taxes, again' Will a country m a 
state of insurrection pay my taxes ’ Or will a country totally ruined 
bj your armies, although obedient, pay them ’ I see the evil plamly 
I have seen the vicbms — I have received petitions — I cannot deny the 
evidence” — "Joseph, you don’t properly measure circumstances 
Where should I now have been — I, Empnoi of the French and Ktng of 
Italy — had I suffered myself to be fretted by the detonations of argu- 
ment and abstract truths ? My greatness takes its birth in my skill m 
cutting to the quick, m contemmpg the reproaches of individuals, the 
complaints of those who are vexed, and the hatred of all AVhile yet 
joung, I inured myself to this stern indifference, and I shall carry this 
character, hardy and profitable, to the tomb I shall die ivith it ” — 
" Boast as much as you please of what you are, and what j'ou have 
been , but, for myself, I -wish only to be what I can be without too 
much self reproach and, since all moderation seems at an end, 
although a king of youi manufacture, I shall no longer be your property, 
nor the Spaniards your serfs " — I notice what you say Joseph, did 
I \alue my glory less, I could retrograde with honour, but no I am 
too far advanced I will not furnish a family scene Let’s drop it 
tomorrow I wall put jou in funds ” The next day Joseph received 
and returned to Burgos Napoleon long remembered 
t IS scene it affected him, and, perhaps, he has earned it with him to 
his Rock 
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this day— remark it I— count one more eoeray— a dck 
R ichelieu believe iL You will arm him against you 
Talleyrand whenever ho ahall will it, will be able to make 
you descend from the throne What did I say ?— to hml 
vou from It I He is the pnnee of pohtiaans. He under 
stands the raechomsTo of the whole machine, and directs 
the motioua of the urvusible wheels, TaUeyrmnd possesses 
the key to every Cabinet in Europe — bo has the ear of erwy 
minister and this man if bo disposed, can at his will 
make yon act the part of Alexander or of Danns,"^ 

We left Bayonne on the aiat of July and contmued 
our route through Pau Tarbes, Tonkmse MonUuban 
Bordeaux, La Vendte and Nantea, The people thronged 
to meet ua, anxicrus to gather around us, Absl they 
were darxled by the great deeds of their Emperor Olt 
from sospoctiog however that he owed to perhdy and 
treason these apparent evidences of success. In ever} 
aty we passed through we had to endure the nuwi of a 
public harangue. Napoleon wore an rnr of afttility, 
and e\en affected popularity He informed himself re 
apecting the misfortunes of the inhabitants, and entered 
into the smallest details connected with thor jost 
claims.* Here he proraued to rebuild a church there 

I 1 MD penoaded thw Priac* TaUeyrand m do lUaafirt lo fbe 
many iremlle* fonned *l lid» period. He employed Ibe tnori 
mean* to brin* aboot the boltoer recooriHadoo of Ote Etoyerv 
Atexander '■iih Napoleon wtih a riew «h0e be mlaKtord to ibf 
araUtlocn bopa* of the Ulter to mate him a/rald ol the mad lo 
■whiiber It •eemed UVdy hia orntWoo wooW erne day I*ad bit 
teartnf In piece* tbo imaly of Erforth. b* hi aome •'*1 f 
the fan of the Emperor of lb* Frroeb aisd ft W ct»r h> 
tbe rwalu of mfailttcrial fotrigoe — Nor* ar 

a Wbeoew a demand prwenfed to him b# buroed t» li 
wltbcwt abowbm the ID bomoor or bapniicort H* 

tale tbe letter or prtilioo «ayta*. \ef7 »tU. I wfO tert to It 
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mficencc * for said I by Tva> cfT pemiadiDg him not 
to dishonour tumseif m th© eyes of Europe ‘the 
Spanish King and his fcunUy have not lost thor Racrrd 
character before the tribunal of other sovereigiis and 
since you yourself form a part of that angnst con 
federation you ought, ahhough they ore subject to you 
to treat them as ponces in adversity Perhaps they irill 
yet bo more fortunate than was James II of England 
that mona r ch notwithstanding all the effortk of Lonli 
XIV was never able to reseat himself on the throne. 
But Ferdinand may yet rtascend ha own and in sprte 
of you maintain himself there by means of his peoples 
love for him Any forther abuse of your anthonly may 
■work such a revolution " 

This conversation had a good effect npoji him, and 
without exactly confessing that I was correct is what 1 
said be sent orders that the illostnoos wayfarers should 
be 80 treated that they should find nothing to complain 
of m his proceedings. He bad the art to make them 
believe that their captivity wx>uld Boon end and that 
perhaps, the same bond which had Tvrested from them 
the crown and diadem would be generous enough to restore 
them bat that for the preaent, n dUTcrent course 
useful to Europe that Spam had renounced her rank a 
European Pqwer, thata liberator T.Tia necessary to her and 
that he was the man who u,-aa destined to v*ork ont her 
regeneration _ _ _ 

1 Tlw Doeben erf CbevTenw m»s dericmlcd by the’ 
a* ijwu rf’jfcjjiBfltr to iho Qottn of Sfolo Sba *n<mrrnl fitKvf 
th*t »b« uonld not RO to CompttKoe-tbal DothloK imfS 

hor to beco me tb* jaOer of the Doutbotrt She In'iwdui y 
iJteRraced and •ent off to ot»* of her chlwau nWch biJ 
tloor* nor wiodowi 'vapolcon ne^er pirdoonl ferr k'* ’•tiU ^ 
an ftct of db®bedlence eonursUted npoo * cifctibli*^ o< 
the chaoert erf the futorc Note »*t JtnrrHmt 
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After returning to the capital, he coolly calculated the 
consequences of this gigantic enterprise, the result of which 
was a war of extermination He began to perceive that he 
had missed his aim, but he was not the man to confess it 
His mood was often dreamy and melancholy , nothing 
could divert him , his anxiety betrayed itself in spite of 
him His most faithful courtiers dared hardly address their 
master , and Duroc^ was more than once the object of his 
anger I myself experienced the terrible explosions of his 
wrath, but told him with my charactenstic sensibihty, that 
he was m pam, that he was afraid to rely upon anyone 
But his severe look imposed silence upon me He learned 
that General Dupont, who commanded a division in Spain, 
had remmded, frmtlessly, the French soldiers of their past 
victones by callmg upon them “ to conquer or die ” “ Seven 
times,” said he, in his report, “ did I order a charge with 
the bayonet, but to no purpose , while the Spanish general 
skilfully took advantage of the ground to advance his 
forces At length, however, to save the wreck of the 
French battalions, and after taking the advice of General 
Marescot, I consented to capitulate A pretty debut 
this ' ” exclaimed Napoleon on readmg the despatches 
“ Ah, ha ' gentlemen, you have suffered yourselves to be 
beaten , very well, your hberty shall atone for the impos- 
sibihty which you set up of not gaining a victory ” 

He soon ascertained that the whole of Spam had taken 
up arms, and that the French were repulsed at all pomts 
Nothing could equal the courageous resistance of the 
Spaniards, who were all united agamst the common enemy 
They were, nevertheless, convinced that they ought not to 
expose the fate of their country to the chances of regular 


I Duroc, though he loved Napoleon, stood in great fear of him 
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combat Their gnmUas haraased the march of the Frw>ch 
troops, and pillaged their convoys, but never made an 
attack except with superior ncunbeis And whenever for 
tune was unpropitioos to them they boro then rererBOS 
with stoical rosignatian 

As each courier arrtvod bringing bad news, Bonaparte 
was so agitated that I became for a time really alarmed foe 
hu health. He would nte from ius bed during the night 
and walk his room with rapid strides and •whenever the 
moonlight fell upon him he might bo seen beating his fore- 
head "With his hand like a man plunged in the doepat 
despair 'T'was m vain that I sought to ra^lm him. ** \on 
told mo, madam exclaimed be with emphasis, yon told 
mo it would be thus refemng iromcally to my confidence 
in the predictioaa of a certain woman whom all Fans was 
mnmng after I will have her arrested, nudam I wflj 
have vonr Mias Lenonnand arrested I tmderstand her 
prophesymgs she has filled yonr bead with wild notiow. 

I beg you madam I conjure yon never speak of her 
again {40) 

When the news reached him that his brother Joseph 
had been forced to leave Madrid after the battle of Baylea 
be began to see that he had made a false calculation. Bat 
his doctnno was never to retrace his steps and a new levy 
of conscripts now became necessary to enable him to up- 
hold his brother’s rights. My honour and my doty ” 
said ha, to tbo French senate require me to push forward 
my matters in Spain wMi tbc ntmtftt activity Indeed, 
the future security of my people mantmio peace, and the 
prospenty of commerce, are all equally implicated in tbevi 
important operations. 

And yet ho could not forget all the unlucky progncwlKa 
which signalised the ongln and the progress of this on 
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h.ippy cnterpnse ‘Vt one time he thought of putting the 
crown of Spnm upon lu"; own head, and of treating the 
Spaniards as a conquered people ” I wull," said he, 
“govern all those kingdoms with a brazen sceptre.” lie 
spoke, and a stratus corsuKun. placed at his disposal So,ooo 
men (50) Indeed, he might boldly have reckoned upon 
twice that number, with oflicers obedient to his will 
With these it was easy for him to fill up the corps of the 
gland army, winch was now arriving from all parts of 
Germany, and send them on through France, without 
giving them a moment’s rest Besides, according to his 
system, the Leopard which soiled the realms of Spam and 
Portugal must be compelled to lly tcrror-slnckcn at the 
sight of our legions He wanted to lead their eagles to 
the Pillars of Hercules “Soldiers,” said the heroic chief 
to his warriors, “ you have effaced the reputation of modern 
armies , but hav e you yet equalled the glor}' of the Romans, 
who, in a single campaign, tnumphed on the Rhine and on 
the Euphrates, in Illyria and on the Tagus ? ’ 

With these pompous words, with those brilliant and 
sonorous phrases, did this general elcctnfy liis army , so 
much so, indeed, that his men willingly and readily throw 
themselves headlong into the midst of the greatest danger, 
ready to laish into the storm of grapeshot and have their 
clothes riddled with balls in order to occupy some post of 
danger assigned them by Napoleon 

Oh, magical influence of the love of glory ' It is all- 
powerful over the minds of Frenchmen No people are 
more sensitive to an affront, and none more generous after 
victory The words “Honour” and “Country” are their 
talismans , they cause them to work miracles 

What must the veterans of our old, victorious fields 
have suffered on seeing that our tnumphs in Spain^^ere 
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meffoctna! ? With such troops Napoloon might hav-c 
conqufinid the whole worid but twas the evil gemos 
that now began to preside over hifl actions that mspired 
him with the idea of aendiDg them beyond the Pyreneei, 
He was, however solicitons that no other war sbooid 
break out this being as moch at he could well mstain 
For this reason he hastened to terminate the difiereoces 
which existed between France and Prussia, seekmg as 
he was pleated to boast to his courtiers, to tnnmpb tgam 
over Alexander 

With this view be left St Cloud With mo on the aisi 
of September 1808 and directed his joum^ towards 
Mctr, where he ami'od on the xfth- He passed tbrwigfi 
Mayenco without stopping and entered Erfort on the *7th 
He rode oq horseback constantly in order to bo in advance 
of the Emperor Alexander who had been at Weimar sincS 
the 35tL The Kings of Bavena and WOrtemberg the 
Pnnctf Pnmate and Jerome Bonaparte repaired to Erfurt 
In the nadst of the most serfous confer en ces the Empemr 
neglected nothing in his efforts to dissemble his real designs 
on the contrary the journals of the day imputed to lbl^ 
important meeting an entirely different object Tcstiiul^ 
the most bnlliant characterised it French comedians, with 
their customary talent played the masterpieces of ftacirw 
and Voltaire (51) Decorated with the title of Etnpres% 1 
received visits from sovereigns. Everything at this hmr 
j,«tDed to favour my hosband s msatwble ambihem The 
Emperor Alexander yielding in a manner to tbc desire 
which Kapoloon professed of concluding a peace with 
Corope each of them addressed the foITowing Idter (o 
the King of England with a view to accomplish that 
bencN’clent porpooe — 

JIv Brothcb -—The e\enu of war have brought 
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together at Erfurt Our first thought is to yield to the 
wishes and wants of every people in Europe, and, by means 
of a prompt pacification with Your Majesty, to apply the 
most effectual remedy to the numberless evils which weigh 
heavily upon all nations This, our sincere desire, tve 
communicate to Your Majesty by this present letter The 
long and bloody war which has torn the Continent is ter- 
minated, without the power of renewal ” 

But this vam declamation left not the least trace upon 
the minds of the British Cabinet They were unwilling 
to acknowledge the changes wrought in Spain, and Napo- 
leon’s chief object at Erfurt was to ascertam to a certainty 
that the Emperor of Russia had no idea of attempting to 
overthrow his plans 

Shortly after this, Napoleon was appnsed that the 
Holy Father refused to number his brother Joseph in the 
rank of European Sovereigns “I know how to pumsh 
him,” said he to me in confidence , “ I shall unite a 
part of my Church proinnces to my kmgdom of Italy ” 

His policy soon devised the means of callmg to Pans 
several deputies from among the inhabitants of Lombardy 
to express to him their thanks for havmg united them 
to the grand family But he had not! entirely renounced 
his ongmal design upon Spam, and was, on the contrary, 
of opmion that, in case he placed himself at the head 
of his nctorious troops, he should plant his tnumpbant 
eagles upon the ramparts of Lisbon , and that thus his 
monarchy would become universal He presumed that 
the Spaniards, filled with the new ideas which prevailed 
in France, were even now on the point of raismg the 
revolutionary standard, and imagined that he might ivith 
impunity proclaim equality among the citizens, liberty to 
all, and the suppression of the burdens and of the cor- 

7—2 
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poratirms to which ao many pecuhar pnnlegcs beloaged 
‘ Yon labour under an flitmon," I told him ;oa do 
not know how to approaato the cbaiactcr of the Sp«niirdi 
and I am afraid you will reap no other fnnt fern jw 
cQl[>able enterpnae than to restore to that courageous 
nation its anaent energy and its frofound hatred for all 
foreign do min a ti on Yon thinks by your personal presence 
among them to prove that these iaithfnl allies will king 
preserve the admiration they at first felt for j-oo! Akj! 
the tune has gone by when they beheld in you only the 
regenerator of the Grand Empire you have led them 
into an error, and they now perceive U A few mootbt 
ago they perhaps thought that you wore going to eradicate 
all abuses frotn their government but yoo have deceived 
them and their native pnde has revolted at it \(ni 
vTiU Witness a general mmg in Spam yon will »«e m 
each atizen her zealous defender —the love of countr) 
and of glory tnamphs over Nature bersel/ 

As WB9 his wont, Napoleon cast ndicnle on my aiolstei 
predictiouii. I shall, notwithstanding ” said he leave, 
and take the command of that Invindble army you 

consent to accompany me In this penJoos journey, madam? 
lour fiatiguea will bo well reqmted by the enthusmm of 
winch wo Rhall be both the witnesses and the objects. 

I want to place Joseph again upon the throne of Spain 
but should It happen that he should again descend from 
It then will it become my doty to mount it In which 
I shall cause myself to be crowned at MadntL” 

I confess I did not know bow to answer him for 
the events which were then in progress seemed to me 
to partake of the miraculous. AH f could get from hmi 
wsa, that he ahoujd set out on his jouwer without ctoi 
sfraimng me to accompony him My mind was so fatigued 
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and worn out by the scenes which were constantly passinj( 
before me, that I was really m need of repose The 
Emperor, therefore, started alone He remained several 
weeks at Burgos, where, shortly after, the Spaniards were 
completely defeated m the battle of Sommo-Sierra He 
thence proceeded down the mountain slopes, and arnved at 
^ladnd on the 2 nd of December 

Everjrthmg seemed to oppose an insurmountable barrier 
to his progress The population of that city put itself 
m motion , they plucked up the pavements, and threiv 
them together m heaps, m order to hurl them at their 
assailants The streets were barricaded To the Spanish 
ministers who came and begged him to spare the to.'/n, 
Napoleon returned an ansv.er that he ga^'^e them only 
till the next morrung, at six o’clock, to open to him the 
gates of the capital, declaring, furthermore, that unless 
the inhabitants submitted to that condition, there should 
not be left one stone upon another in the cit}% Th.s 
menace produced its eSect. although the en' vj represented 
that the people v.ere in a state cf enert'esoence ; so mich 
so, that tne magistrates found tr eidrerneh' difuou^t to 


restrain the torrent or popular ree_L_g- 


would not, hov.e'er- u^.eu to au^ : 
last ~^ords struck terror into a — nea: 
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Joseph on another throne, and use aU my means to impose 
silence npon the malcontents. Behold the strength winch 
God has given me, I know that I have the abihty to over 
come any obstacles the rebels may attempt to interpose in 
my path ” 

He had at this bme, really persuaded btmsalf that 
every road to fortune was open to him and that he 
might with impunity undertake any cntcrpme. He 
fought battles without gaming an inch of ground But— 

yibil est quod ered ei p do M 
Non poadt, c&m laadfttnr dla itqn 

His array conld not pass the hue of the Tagus, and n 
was impossible to allow rt the least repose compelled as it 
was to restrain an enemy always vanquished, but who 
seemed like the Pbocmic to nae again from it* own ashes. 
He used all his efforts to capture General Moore, hut per 
caving that they were fruitless, and that it was impocsthle 
to attam that object he establubed bis bead'^oarters at 
^ alladohd where he made a bnef halt 

What I had foreseen took place I ^vas perfectiy ac 
quaintod with my husband » mmd nnd thought correctly 
that in case he met with the least obstacle in prosecuting 
his design he would m the end place the late of Spain m 
the hand* of one of the general* who afterward* subdued 
It A passage in his last letter to me intimating that I 
might soon expect to sec him again at St Cloud confirmed 
me in the opinion I had formed 

Jo»eptitne was at oU times io ibe recolpt ol oeu* from the *m) 
brwiftit ber by a courier •enl by Uontporlo nutter « *hai hm 
erf the day or irieht. ibe alway* rwdred tb« de«pilcb« bm lb« band 
of tbc cDorier blmjdt of mbotn oh* made enqulrte* rapeciinS oU the 
perwn» •ba knerw She »0Dld toy •omo oWifftox tWwH » 
moke Wm •omo rich pre*ent acconHoR to ibe ImportaBC* of 
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And, indeed, it was not long before he abandoned the 
hrench army in Spain The two brothers no longer agreed, 
and a scandalous scene which took place at this time in- 
duced him to leave Valladolid “ Gentlemen,” said he to 
those who possessed his confidence, “what matters it 
whether Joseph is a king or a general ? He cannot fulfil 
the duties of either of those stations He is wonderfully 
sparing of the blood of the people whom I ha\ e subdued 
But, my brother, those generous people are no longer 
yours, and I am afraid you uill not be so fortunate as 
was the second grandson of Louis XIV That Pnnee had, 
m fact, the rights of legitimacy m his favour , but that 
does not always guarantee a Inumpli o\er the obstacles 
one meets Philip V showed himself a man, but you have 
failed to do so Such,” s.aid he, m a violent rage, “ such 
is a mild and moderate man ' I myself have judged that 
he is not capable of fulfilling the duties of a post of 
eminence, and if the civil war continues its r.avages m 
that unhappy country, I shall have nothing to do but to 
send and establish colonies there ” Such were Napoleon’s 
reasonings when he returned to Pans He seemed to 
experience shame in having failed in the accomplish- 
ment of Ins purposes and his hopes 

It was perceived that a marked change had taken place 
m his manner He became unquiet, sombre, dreamy (52) 
The courtiers trembled with affright ^ I did not cease to 
bestow upon him my tenderest cares, and all the con- 
solations of a benevolent friendship I said to him, 

I Napoleon talked but little When out of his own house, if he 
happened to say a word or two to a person he met, it was regarded as 
a proof of particular esteem And if he stopped and talked with any 
one for the space of two minutes, the circumstance was the theme of 
conversation for a whole day , so rarely did he spend his time m this 


manner 
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‘Bonaparte, the rays of your glory must grow pale in the 
eyes of those proud Castiliatis whom you have steeped 
m humfliatiom All Franco presumed from the lymg 
speeches they heard, that Spam was nearly subdued 
You have accustomed your people to victones, to the 
conquest of cltiea and kmgdoms. To-day if you un 
deemvo them the veil of flloaion may be tom away it 
has, then become necessary to your reputation and m 
order to conceal j'our defeat to resort to those mercenar) 
authora whose pens, etoeped m the colours of adulation 
and directed by the hand of flattery are of no use except 
to minister to the depravud cimosity of credukma amateura. 
Already have I caused the news to be drculnted m the 
capital that my husband was rctnmiii^ virfoncms from 
Spam I even did violence to my own sense of duty In 
order to conceal the truth which had begun to appear in 
broad daylight But I could not with mdiflerence behoW 
the laurels which adorned yonr brow tarnished. 

But I made up my mind to say no more to him about 
that unlucky cjqjedition My duty was not to afflict him 
satiafied that I could not shake his resolutions. And thu' 

I gave ap all hope of making him share my too weh* 
founded fears, being always reluctant to fatigue him with 
my bitter reflectioos — 

lo^mJczm rea 

Adrer«r aodsoe •olent teexmdr ” 

The desjttitches which nmved daily horn Spain an 
nouDced to him that Joseph found it itnpoanble to pa'-’' 
the limits of the Spanish capital The generals them 
selves murmured at the countless disasters produced by 
the active resistance of the enemy The whole of that 
kingdom presented but on immense heap of ruio*. 
and children fought m the name of their God (of thrJr 
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King, and often died - heroically on the bodies of their 
fathers and husbands Even the murmurs of grief and 
the cnes of pain ceased to resound upon those fields of 
caniage Lo\c of country ivas the only pnnciple ivhich 
animated their souls The proud Castilians, the noble 
descendants of Rodrigo, sustained in air with an intrepid 
hand their cherished standards, w'hose tattered folds only 
ser\ed to attest their courage They proudly supported 
themsehes upon the numerous piles of arms, nearly half- 
broken, w'hich victory had so often placed in their power 
They seemed to ha\c recoveied their strength and their 
ancient character, and to cherish the beautiful sentiment 
of Corneille — 

Mounr pour “^on paj s n est pis un Inslc sort 
C’cst immortaliser par une belle mort " 
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Bonaparte the rays of your glory must grow pile in the 
eyes of those proud Castihans whom you have steeped 
lu hum Hi ati op All France presumed fro m the lymg 
speeches they heard that Spam was ncariy subdoed 
You have accustomed your people to victories, to the 
conquest of citiea and kmgdoms. To-day if you un 
deceive them the veD of HJosion may be tom away it 
has, then become necessary to your reputation and, in 
order to conceal your defeat, to resort to those mcrcenii} 
authors whose pens steeped in the coloora of tdolation 
and directed by the hand of flattery are of no use except 
to minister to the depraved curiosity of credulous amateurs. 
Already have I caused the news to be circniated in the 
capital that my husband was returning ndonoos from 
Spam I even did violence to my own sense of doty m 
order to conceal the truth which bad begun to appenr m 
broad daylight But I could not with indifference behold 
the laurels which adorned your brow tamisbed 

But I made up my mind to say no more to bun about 
that unlucky expedibon My duty was not to afflict him 
satisfied that I could not shake his resolobons. And thus 
I gave up all hope of making him tbaro my too well 
founded fears, being always reluctant to fatigue him with 
my bitter reflections — 

l u genlma rea 

\dTem loleDt. c«Ure Kcimdx. 

The despatches which omved daily from Spain an 
Douaced to bim that Joseph /onnd it impossible to pa'-*' 
the hmits of the Spianisb capital The generals them 
selves murmured at the countless disasters produced 
the active resistance of the enemy The whole of that 
kingdom presented but an immense heap of ruics. omen 
and children fought In the name of their God for their 
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to those ^\ho formed the ornament of my Court The 
Tmlenes seemed like an enchanted palace ' 

Napoleon’s politeness was not \ery studied, but he 
ne\er transcended the limits of decorum During the 
course of his reign, he permitted himself some slight and 
transient inclinations, whereof I unwillingly obtained posi- 
tne proof ’Ti\as difficult foi me to believe that another 
woman could possess the heart of which I claimed to be 
the sole ruler His Court, howe\ er, although not exactly 
a school of morality, furnished a picture of that decency, 
those high-toned manners, and that hon ion which justified 
its comparison with that of Louis XI\'' The rules of 
etiquette wexc. observed, and those who had contnbuted 
to the great measures of my husband’s government were 
made to feel, though in a delicate w^ay, that henceforth 
there existed an immense inier\al between the Emperor 
of the French and General Bonaparte When rehc\ed 
from the fatigues of public display, I made ample amends 
to myself for the fatiguing restraint I w'as doomed to sub- 
mit to during the public ceremonies (53) 

At the moment when the public mind began to enjoy a 
degree of calm, and my husband seemed fond of repeating 
the assurance that he no longer cherished any ambitious 
thought, the great Powers w'ere becoming incensed against 
the man whose recent conquests only tended to destroy the 

I Josephine displayed great taste in the selection and arrangement 
of all that composed her toilet, about vhich she occupied herself a 
great deal Her clothes alwajs fitted her well Her morning dress, 
always genteel but simple, became her much better than the more 
costly and burdensome Court dress, which, though she wore it with 
ease, seemed to mar her natural gracefulness She herself gave all 
orders, as well for dresses and hats as for body-linen Every six 
months she repaired to her wardrobe, selected out such objects as 
she had resolved not to wear agam, formed them into parcels, and 
distributed them among her women 



SECRET HEUOIRS OF 


io6 


CHAPTER MI 

Napoleon was now forced to leave King Joseph* 
a&irs and attend to his own He recedved secret tdnces 
that Austria had been concerting measures to attack and 
conquer him The Eropcror of the French had reduced 
her to lo great a hamihation tha t she was ready to sene 
up>on the slightest pretext to resume her arms. She re 
fused officially to recognise his brother Joseph a* King 
of Spam or consented to do so only upon a cowhucuL 
That Power complained that the had not beai invited to 
the conference* at Erfurt which certainly bad m view 
an object difEerent from a recognitioo of Joseph. She 
then proteated against the destructicm of the Germanfc 
Confederation which had been overthrown after having 
been recognised and solemnly preserv’ed by the Treaty of 
Pressburg 

My husband was careful to conceal from the French 
people the tet that a now campaign was about to open 
on the contrary the capital new presented greater mag 
mficenco. The sovereign assembled all the men who had 
been clothed with high dignities under the monareby 
This was, so to speak, their first appearance bcEofc nr 
riving at place under the Imperial Govemraent The 
homage doe to beauty was not lost sight of m the midit 
of the Rte* of BcUona Beside* the Indies a ho were 
attached to my person and who united m themselves the 
most dazzling charm* other* were constantly presented 
to me, who in oil the graces of their sex, were not inferior 
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to those ^\ho formed .the ornament of my Court The 
Tmlenes seemed like an enchanted palace ' 

Napoleon’s politeness was not very studied , but he 
ne\er transcended the limits of decorum During the 
course of his reign, he permitted himself some slight and 
transient inclinations, whereof I unwillingly obtained posi- 
tue proof ’Twas difficult for me to behe\e that another 
^\oman could possess the heart of which I claimed to be 
the sole ruler His Court, howe\ er, although not exactly 
a school of morality, furnished a picture of that decency, 
those high-toned manners, and that hou ion "which justified 
Its companson wuth that of Louis XIV The rules of 
etiquette were observed, and those who had contributed 
to the great measures of my husband’s government were 
made to feel, though in a delicate wMy, that henceforth 
there existed an immense interval betw'een the Emperor 
of the French and General Bonaparte When relieved 
from the fatigues of pnblic display, I made ample amends 
to myself for the fatiguing restraint 1 w'as doomed to sub- 
mit to during the public ceremonies (53) 

At the moment when the public mind began to enjoy a 
degree of calm, and my husband seemed fond of repeating 
the assurance that he no longer chenshed any ambitious 
thought, the great Powers w'ere becoming incensed against 
the man w’hose recent conquests only tended to destroy the 

I Josephine displayed great taste in the selection and arrangement 
of all that composed her toilet, about which she occupied herself a 
great deal Her clothes always fitted her well Her morning dress, 
always genteel but simple, became her much better than the more 
costly and burdensome Court dress, which, though she wore it with 
ease, seemed to mar her natural gracefulness She herself gave all 
orders, as well for dresses and hats as for body-linen Every six 
months she repaired to her wardrobe, selected out such objects as 
she had resolved not to wear again, formed them into parcels, and 
distnbuted them among her women 




SECRET MEMOIRS OF 


io8 

eqmKbnmn established trcabesj aad who wm cootma 
ally adding new provinces to his empu-e And thos, to 
prevent other uaiirpationii, Pnncc Charles was appointed 
Genera li ssi m o of the Austrian army He began by de- 
claring to the French general m Bavana that be ruj 
about to move forward^ and that he should treat as 
enemies all who should resist him Napoleon recorcd 
this despatch in the night, and at daybreak was marching 
forward at the head of bis army Walong me from my 
sleep he said You have played the part of Eropress long 
enough you must now become again the wife of a geuend 
I leave at -once you will accompany me to StraBburg ” 

I was not at all prepared for the journey for only a few 
days before, be had refused to perroit me to accompauv him 
on the campaign A mhsl tnMaJ orcumstnnee had caused 
him to change his resolution (54) At three o clock m the 
morning we were travelhng speedily on the Alsace road 
5 fy husband scarcely gave mo fame to throw on a night 
dook, and all my women had left the chftteau fs 
with nothing bat their u^bt-caps on (heir heads so Out 
when morning came, the officers who accompanied in 
could scarcely preserve their gravity at seeing roe za such 
a modest plight Napoleon was extreme m everything 
and It was never until the decuivo rnowent came that be 
expressed his final resolubon 1 had been so loog ar 
costoraed to hia singuJar character that J ceased to lie 
aftomshed at the strfldng cootraita whicb It exhibited 
Our journey was AUJ of gaiety we met sundry ongmal 
characters on the way who Amnshed us abundance of 
annwement * Wc arrived nt Straasbuig My husband fwd 

I Oofl of Um iSoeM TOOtM fa Franca t Uvu ttadioi to Stra«b«nt 
It U to tbe •jtrfettJtorsl of ibe dryortswin 

-*bicb are trarened by the M»roe and On ka iofi M' » 
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a secret presentiment that he should return victorious He 
said to me, on leaving me, “Josephine watches over all 
that I love, and my guardian angel will never cease to utter 
her prayers for the safety and success of her husband ” 
He knew me well, that mortal whose astonishing 
destiny had opened to him the road to the most splendid 
throne on earth I chenshed not a thought, I formed 
not a wish, which was not directed to his glory If 
certain pohtical drones have dared accuse me of levity 
m my conduct (55), let those unjust censors remember 
that it was under the mask of sincere fnendship that 
I sought to overawe certam powerful personages Had 
I regarded them with an eye of indifference, they might 

did not -witness a single deserted chimney or neglected field The 
pastures are admirable The enormous quantity of fat cattle furnished 
by the fanners in this region proves the fertility of the soil, and the 
plenty which they enjoy The people of Champagne and Lorraine 
are healthy, vigorous and well clothed , but their beeves and cows 
are of a poor sort The Lorraine horses, however (to use the wittj 
remarks of M Cadet de Gassicourt), look as if they had descended 
from the one mentioned in the Apocalypse, or the sorry - looking 
courser of Don Quixote 

Until you reach St Dizier, the vineyards of Champagne exhibit 
only -vines of small size, all of which are cut off six inches from the 
ground From Champagne to Strassburg, the appearance of the 
vineyards changes , the vines are strong, growing up in two branches 
in the form of a V, or in one only, and growing about two feet 
high The last year's shoot is tied in the shape of a curve, so that 
each foot of vine looks like a noose for catching rabbits 

From Epemay to Strassburg there is not a village, nor a vineyard, 
nor a field that has not its crucifix, the most of which are carefully 
carved in stone The owner of a house in the faubourg" of Nancy 
had taken down the Virgin from over his door, and replaced it with 
a bust of Napoleon, -with this inscription " To Bonaparte, Saviour of 
the Republic ” "Of the Republic!" said he, \vith a laugh "that 
association of words seems strange to me, indeed " which pleased 
Josephine very much On leaving the town, she called his attention 
to a very aged woman who was kneeling on the steps of a chapel 
She appeared bathed in tears On being asked what was the cause 
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over the Archduke John, one of the Generals-m-chief o( the 
Austrian annj 

As yet peace was alar off Napoleon passed over to 
the island of fn-der Lohau* to reconnoitre the positioo of 
the left bank, and to 6 jc upon his fntxne field of batik. 

The hour of glory (my husband Tsrote me) ”has again 
sounded for the brave on the oist of May 1809, at four 
o clock in the afternoon the Austrians showed themsel\-e».*' 
The Duke of Rivoh defended Gros-Aspern the Duke of 
Montebello (Lannes) protected Esslmg * Prodigia were 
wrought on both sides but the French as was usual 
remained mosteis of the field of battle. The couner of 
May aand brought me the news that the attack was re 
commenced with the same energy and obstinacy but that 
the Danube bad become swollen in so extraordlooiy a 
manner that it had broken up all the bridges communi 
eating with the Uttie island firom the nght bunk of tbe 
nver and from tbe httJe island to the Island of Lobuo 
that the ammumbon was nearly exhausted and that the 
fire of musketry had m consequence almost c eas e d . The 
Austrians saw this, and redoubled their activity When 
the couner who brought me the news left death was fijlap 

I One of thfl Wro which dl'rtd® the Panebe Into three chaoneK k 
tremt of Ebendoff 

r At the baltJo of EidJna as all the world kuowi. two r«stona t» 
of the Itnjjerial Guard (tbs aronodlef* and cbas*5ur») perijnaed 
pfwUjtea of valocr Toward* the close of tbe actloB at aboet d* 
o clock p m the Doke of klqotsbcDo (Uuiaca) came on foot to bead 
fjnartttr*. whtra these rcffto«W tallowed by one of bh akV<-t^ 
camp. Obserrinj them entreoebed fn a ditch, and alawd (fc*tfent*« 
amnumltlon, be aakl to them with aa air of odoew. " My friend', jon 
are wall off here. Ufa alds-de-camp piopoaed il*t b* •hooU ewwf 
00 boracback. bat ho docUoed. aajbac. Why let U be known tba 
ihcts U anybody hero f— Ifa tmleM." He mormed the way be <3« 
and to tea mlnote* after raceired tbe Wow wWtb tore Hm from 
rnutce and bfa frleadj- 
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through the French ranks , many generals died with arms 
in their hands The Duke of Montebello had his thigh 
shot off, and his life was despaired of The loss of this 
dlustnous general and companion of my husband’s glory 
cost me tears of smcere sorrow Lannes had never con- 
cealed from him the truth , he talked to him like a soldier, 
and his frankness was occasionally displeasing to the new 
sovereign The Emperor often said, “General Lannes is a 
soldier” — “Yes,” said I, “and, accordmg to my opinion, 
he combines m himself the talents of a man of genius 
The Duke of Montebello is not an orator, but he presents 
an example , and the day you shall lose that dlustnous 
captain, the brightest jewel of your crown grows pale ” 
Marshal Lannes (58) passed to immortahty in the footsteps 
of those heroes whom the world has a right to surname 
Chevaliers sails peur et sails repi'oche 

I was acquamted with the wife of that general, and was 
sincerely attached to her I partook of her gnefs At 
Court she was distinguished as well by the rank she 
occupied as by her personal quahties The Duchess of 
Montebello had the double ment of goodness and beauty 
But I was far from supposing that she would be able 
to fill the first place in France, near the person of the 
woman who, m a short time, was to reign en souveraine 
over the heart of my husband But I will not hasten 
the march of events, for fear of m verting their natural 
order Besides, I shall but too soon have finished ■writing 
the bright pages of my history, and its sad moments will 
come soon enough — soon enough — to be traced by my 
pen ' I shall not fear to say that the ■wife of Marshal 
Lannes has, by her conduct towards me, earned the 
tribute of my gratitude Till my last moment I shall be 
proud to count her m the number of my sincere fnends 
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At tlii5 time a report was circulated of the death of 
Generals Du Ronel and Foulers. These two ditbnguabed 
officers had been made prisoners at the battle of Esshu^r 
Napolecn was enraged against M de Chasteier foe the 
active part he had taken in stimng up the lusurrecbon 
in the TyroL Ho would not recognise him aa a geneal 
m the Austrian service, and in a momciit of anger had 
ordered him to be sent before a mflitaiy commissKn. 
But the Emperor of Germany announced to ray husband, 
formally that he troald compel the French officers who 
had fallen mto hia hands to undergo the same fate which 
the chief of the French army proposed to inflict upon 
General Count Cbastder \\Tiereupon Napoleon declared 
that ho would have the Pnnees CaUovedo and Meltcroich 
and Counts Pergon and Hardeck sent to France as 
hostages But be iinally yielded to the powerfcl en 
treaties of others, and those Slustnous personages did 
not quit the Austrian capltaL Thus all his threats ter 
minated meffectually 

I regularly received the news fnxu hmi — a thing which 
by no means reheved mo of a perpetual inquietude cicr 
fearful at I was, of heanng that the only roan on earth 
for whom I derirod to li\*o hid sunk beneath such ac 
cumulated eflorts. The arm of treoion is, indeed, but 
the arm of an obscure and guilty man possessing the 
talent of attackmg m the dark rather than of defencCnff 
m open day But such a man might be found and the 
Emperor might foU by his stroke* (59) But 1 most 
believe that Destiny which keeps constant watch otrf 
the fortunes of mortals, had in its wisdom detcrmuied 
that he should yet astonish the world with the roert 
roemorabie of all hi* victones. That great actloo w»t 
to make him forget his most solemn promises, and tn 
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furnish an occasion for tarnishing his name ivith an act 
of perjury In gaining the battle of Wagram (6o), the 
ambitious Napoleon could perceive no limits to his future 
power He was enabled to prescnbe to Austna every 
condition which it pleased him to impose upon her An 
alhance with the august daughter of the Cmsars did not 
appear to him impossible , and hence, in order to attain 
that end he used all his means to render the conclusion 
of peace difficult He assumed to be, and became, its 
supreme arbiter The Emperor of Germany was not 
able to propose a single article — it was Napoleon alone 
who dictated every one of them 

Thus did he promise himself to consolidate his great 
edifice He thought it necessary to let political events 
proceed — and still, for a time, his compass received a 
nght direction 

Bonaparte readily granted an armistice to the Emperor 
Francis, though he often threatened to take away his 
sceptre, as well as those of all the princes of his house 
But my husband had formed still bolder desigpis, and, 
to ensure their execution, he purposed to include them 
m the necessary conditions of the peace he was about 
to grant to the House of Austna 

He, however, occupied himself in overturning the 
fortifications of Vienna According to his ideas, a capital 
which contams a large population never ought to think 
of defendmg itself He chose for his residence the 
chateau of Schoenbrunn (6i) Here he was able to 
appreciate the happy quahties of the Pnncess Mana 
Louisa, one of the nieces of Mana Antoinette, the wife 
of Louis XVI She was not, at the time, able to follow 
her family, who had just left Vienna in great haste, in 
order to save themselves from the dominion of the con- 

8—2 
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qneror The pnncesa prefitrred tho nssidonco of Schcwi 
bnmn to all the other delightful paltces of the Emperor 
her fiitber Indeed a scaous indisposition prevented her 
from leaving her apartment WTiat must hfl^•o been the 
feelmge of the arcbdocheaa on somog the Emperor of the 
French come to sit as it -were on tho throne of hw 
ancestors ? What must have been her surprise cm seeing 
the man vrho had so recently tvnco threotened to wrest 
from her parents thmr diadem who had so lately earned 
fire and sword through her country and who now perhaps, 
meditated possessing himself of her person’ Bat no! lo 
her eyes, Bonaparte seemed only an estraordmary man 
On seeing him she augured that she should be able to 
obtain from him a promise of safety to her family but 
she did not tbmk it her duty to descend to hamfiiabag 
suppUcaUons She told hico, with a noble air that she 
was falfiUing the wishes of her father in receiving him at 
Schambrtuxn and la the most distinguished oianner It 
appeared that the conqueror was quite eenaible of these 
marks of consideration lavaabed upon him by the arch 
duchess. ‘ She has done well (bo wrote to me) ” thus 
to conduct herself towards me with roe one gams every 
thing who possesses the skill to appreciate roe. 

Alaal tho unfortunate pnnccss did this with no other 
mtenoon than to render my husband less unjust per 
chance even she feared the infiuenco of a vTctonous 
sovereign Napoleon however conducted himself like a 
true Sapio nnd the daughter of the C«san had occasion 
only to applaud hemelf for the generous hospitably she 
extended to him 

It 15 not difficult for me to understand the noble 
moderauon which be exhibited on that occasion Bona 
pane better perhaps than any other mac knew how lo 
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respect female virtue It produced upon him such an 
impression, that I have often seen him carefully measure 
his words, and adroitly dissemble his thoughts and his 
character, while in the presence of a mother, or of a 
young lady whose heart, as he used to say, “ had the 
inrginal tint ” On such occasions, that strange man 
could control his passions, and overawe those most per- 
verse men who continually surrounded him 


i 



ii6 


SECRET iCSllOlRs OP 


gneror The pnncess preferred the reaideDCe of Scboaj 
bninn to all the other dellghtfol palaces of the Emperor 
her fether Indeed a senoas indispoation pre\'ented her 
from leaving her apartment What must have been the 
feelinga of the arcbducheflB on seeing the Emperor of the 
French come to git, as it were, on the throne of her 
ancestors ? What must have been her surprise on seeing 
the m a n who had 90 recently twice threatened to wrest 
from her parents their diadem, who had so lately earned 
fire and sword through her country and who now perhaps, 
meditated possessing himself of her person ? Bnt no 1 to 
her eyes, Bonaparte seemed only an extraordinary man 
On seeing him she augured that abe should be able to 
obtain from him a promifio of safety to her family bnt 
she did not think it her duty to descend to hxtmflbtteg 
soppbcaticina. She told bun with a noble cur that she 
was fulfilling the wishes of her father in receiinng tdin at 
SchcEnbrunn and in the most dutmguiahed manner It 
appeared that the conqueror waa qmte sensible of those 
marks of consideratiou, laviahed upon him by the arch 
duchess. She ha* done well" (be wrote to me) thus 
to conduct herself towards mo with me, one gam* every 
thing who possesses the skill to appreciate mo." 

Alas I the nnfortonate princess did this with no other 
intention than to render my husband less unjust per 
chance even the feared the Influence of a \ictonou» 
sovereign Napoleon however conducted hlmaolf like a 
true Scipio and the daughter of the Coaars had occasion 
only to applaud herself for the generous hospitalil) she 
extended to him 

It is not difficult for me to understand the nol lo 
moderation which ho exhibited on that occasion Ikiiu 
parte better perhaps than any other man know Hoa to 
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respect female virtue It produced upon him such an 
impression, that I have often seen him carefully measure 
his words, and adroitly dissemble his thoughts and his 
character, while in the presence of a mother, or of a 
young lady whose heart, as he used to say, “ had the 
virginal tint ” On such occasions, that strange man 
could control his passions, and overawe those most per- 
verse men who continually surrounded him 
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CHAPTER VIII 

When Napoleon had planted hia eaglea opon the 
ramparts of Vienna,* the conqueror no longer thoogbt 
anything impoeable for him Ah the kmgs and other 
princes ivho had been steadhist in their friendship for 
him acquired new accessions of temtory He wrote to 
the senate as follows — 

' The Illynan province* wiD reach beyond Venice the 
frontier of ray grand empire. A neighboor to the Emperor 

I At the fmrg a battle of Wegram the Aithdoke Chariee veekeced 
bit centre In order to rtrsnftheo hit wisgt. Ek eh}eet «s> to keep 
the French oat of Vknat. Dcrlog tbit ttioe there vu an eztrtcediaaiT 
ferment In the apttiL aad tbe dtaattan d the ttranfcn who remained 
there becaine perhooti Tbtf Aottzbui right ifiog £ar omdUnhed oor 
left and the caanoiuiK tlovir approejdilng Vkana. Indncnd titfi 
dtlzeoa who were prohibited from mcMiiLtiiig the nxaperta, to bdWre 
that the French were beaten. The report ims apnad that ah French' 
meal vfthlo tbe city vonld be pot to the awcail. hjl there Is ao proo^ 
of aodi a threat hsviof been made and. howerer Chat maf bo. 
Kapoieoci o rdai e d the I>nke of RlroU. ailamrds pHsce of K m F ng 
who had been wonodad tvo da/i before and wbo wis borne ahoeh 
■omatliiM on a litter and ccrmstiiaee in bis carriage to adrance with a 
ras erre of 40 000 men, compoeed, to part of the Toojig Gnard and the 
H on e Guard, and 100 pieces of artillery The Austrian IcA and ceotrs 
were soon broken, and the roar of tbe artHlery died away in itw 
/lUt* rws» With It —pk the hopes of the afitalma in Vienna, and the 
Fronclunon rosldont there were deilverad froto tiwir threats and inwlts. 
The neat morning, Bonaparte said to one of hh best jooaals, em 
bracing Nhn snd making Ntm a marsba! of the wnjife, Tts to 
aod tbe artJDery of my gnard which y<ai oxtuoanded, that I aio chiefly 
indebted for this day^s aoccea*. Then, turning to Gacaal lenristMi. 
fcw Let me know the «»"«■ of the brave men who bare cQs* 

tlngnitbod tbemstiTes In this groat balUa. — 'Tli Imposalbla to name 
each 000 to k oor Majesty anawertd the gsasral afl aUke h* • dooo 
their doty 
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of Constantinople, I shall be enabled to control the com- 
merce of the Mediterranean, the Adriatic and the Levant 
I will protect the Porte, provided the Porte shall avoid 
the mischievous influence of England , but I know how 
to punish it, if it sufler itself to be governed by cun- 
ning and perfidious adnsers By adding to my titles 
that of Mediator, I furnished to the Swiss nation a 
new proof of mj^ esteem, and in so doing I have put 
an end to the inquietude which had prevailed in the 
midst of that faithful and generous nation 

“ Holland, situated between England and France, is 
generally crushed by these two great Powers , and still 
Holland is the \er}' home of my commercial manne 
Some changes -will become indispensable The secunty 
of my frontiers and the interest, rightly understood, of 
the two countnes imperiously demand them 

“ My jealousy is not excited by the fact that my 
ally, the Emperor of Russia, has embosomed in his 
vast estates Finland, Moldavia and Wallachia 

“ When I shall again show myself beyond the Pyre- 
nees the affnghted Leopard vail seek the ocean to escape 
defeat, disgrace or death The tnumph of my arms will 
be the tnumph of a genius from heaven over one from 
hell, of peace over war, of tranqmllity over discord My 
fnendship and my protection will, I trust, restore pros- 
penty and happiness to the people of Spam ” 

Thus did he firmly believe that he directed the winds 
of Fortune, and regulated the fate of empires Behold 
how the great part of mankind suffer themselves to be 
blinded or dazzled by a few rays of prospenty , they 
slumber in the bosom of a happiness which is illusory , 
and their waking almost always destroys the dehcious 
dreams which have lulled them 
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^apoJeon carefolijr concealod from me his aewly 
formed intentioiis -with respect to the estates of the 
Cbarcb He practised a stratagem towards the Holj 
Father, under the protert of obtaimng his penmsskm to 
march his army through hia provinces. From Vlatma 
ho wrote to the Pope, assuring him of hi» fni>M s|n p 
and gcodwill Scarcely had he received the letter of 
Pius VII granting his request and assuring him pro^ 
tection for himself and his army when the French made 
themselves masterB of the Roman Campagmu They 
fined their head-quaitera m the anburba of the city of 
the Sapios, and meaanred with tranquil aya tba extsat 
of the ancient Fomm, where they formed a camp erf 
observation 

It was thought that the apintual sovereign woold 9ce 
his interest in joining m the oflenave league against the 
Enghsh The successor of St Peter said Kapolecm 
to some of fus confidential fheuds, baa no other n>eans 
of preserving hit tiara. Bot bo soon received the an 
swer of the august head of the Church It is not my 
duty " said he ** to undertalto a war against any nation 
My mmistry ia a ministry of peace. In the ports of my 
douuniotiB an ovihsed people must find safety the moans 
of subsistence, and perpetual protection " 'Kapoleoo 
might have eapectod just such an answer indeed, ho 
would have been greatly embarrasaed bad the Pope 
adopted hit projects. Ho wanted to bo absolute master 
of all the tcroporabtiea of the Church I am ” said 
he, the heir of Pepin and^ lOco him I send you a 
decree passed in my imperial camp at Vleoua, whence 1 
direct you to take posseesjoa of the domains granted to 
the aovereign pontifis through the munificence of the 
father of Charfemagne— to deeJare Rome an Imperial and 
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With the utmost crto From Rome the camHgw -wa* 
drawn rapidly forward by post horses, without any re- 
spect for the great age of the Holy Father so the 
jomney became infimtoly tmpleaaant and fatiguing to 
him During the whole of the route, the fact was care 
fully concealed that the Holy Father was a mar^ to 
state policy for fear of arousing the people, who •would 
ha\’e viewed with profound indignation this most out 
rageona violation of every law human and drwna. 

The head of the Church was kept as a pri son er at 
Savona from, winch place, by one of those capncea tvlnch 
were so common to Napoleon, he ordered hmi to bo con 
ducted to Fontainebleau Durmg port of thin campaign, 

I •was sometimes at Mayence and sometimes at the water* 
of PlombiAtes (6*) I euioyed the pleasure of having at 
my ade my beloved daughter and my niece do Bean 
hamais.^ The latter had esponaed the Hertditaiy Prmce 
of Baden But the lovely Stephame waa not happy m 
the match, and the two cousin* recounted to each other 
thar gnehs in the most touching manner I endeavoured 
to tranqirilliso them both and to persuade them that the 
hand of Destiny was preparing for them more p leasin g 
scenes m the bright future. Our conversation* upon 


I She the «Ungbter trf Senaiar BqinhanatU. the tmt**- 
mdoT froffl Spain He emlfiartd dorin* the Rvvulatkn, to d d* 
Tfacoant, hi* hrotber mauu to mro a p*rt of U* proiwtj 

He hhiaelf p c— OM j d bat « modjenle tortarA, •wtfle tb elder brttbor 
ei}c7td aa enmuJ locoma firom r*ti of £^0,000 Bot Meduno 
Renaiwfin, Jo—phitw ■ wmt. gave her oa bar marriiije, £jyxax> 
and. beeide* tMt. her cootly prowot* errery T -f ^ 
a^qne&ce that the bmfly waa la rery ouy drcnmttmQC*. 

M da B—ctMTsab nwped near Orieen*, i»hlch Prince EugW 

gave np to the oee of hfa nmd* durinj the 1■^^^ole of h b 

BoDaf*rta took the sroet—t care of St*pt»de «ad brwuw 
ber op erith her cooiln Horteoee. 
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this subject were frequently renewed, when, one evening, 
feeling somewhat indisposed, I opened the windows of 
my chamber in order to enjoy the cool, fresh air I con- 
fess that my imagination, like that of most women, is 
sometimes romantic — affected by a mere nothing, sporting 
wath a mere nothing But that fresh evening breeze 
seemed to me the verj’’ image of the peaceful and happy 
scenes of human life , the swmet scent of orange trees 
on a neighbouring terrace reminded me of the incense of 
Courts, the perfumed language of flattereis, and earned 
me back again in thought to those past painful recol- 
lections w'hich I fondly endea\oured for the moment to 
banish from my mind The rays of the moon began 
to enter my apartment, producing mo\ang shadow's 
While absorbed in a sort of re\ ene, a sudden start 
made me sensible that two beings, \ery dear to me, 
were w'atching beside me They were Hortense and 
Stephanie, in whom my unusual manner created some 
alarm On seeing those lo\ed objects, I pressed each 
of them to my heart “Sad, sad Mctims of ambition'” 
said I, “happier w'ould you ha\e been, perhaps, had 
your days been spent in peaceful obscurity ' ” 

The raising of these dear children w'as my w'ork, and 
my deceived maternal love long depicted their future lot 
m the most glownng colours But at length the scales 
fell from my eyes , my heart became disenchanted, and 
f saw, alas' the evil I had done in endea\ounng to do 
good Although bitterly reproaching myself, I had not 
even the glory of remaining steadfast in the resolution 
1 had taken After contributing to the unhappiness of 
"^y daughter, my firmness again forsook me in regard to 
^y ^^loved niece , and nothing remained to me but deep 
''sgret for hawng yielded too easily to the recommendations 
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of my husband. Alas I eyerythio^ conspired to fill my 
mnid "With apprehensions, the more cmel because I could 
see no possibility of pro\enhng the dreadful 
which awaited us all 

Meanwhile peace was concluded between France and 
Austria The treaty was advantageous to Genruuy * 
Napoleon leaving Schoenbninn repaired to Munich, 
where I rejoined him • Ho remained but a few days m 
Afunich but proceeded on paying a visit m passing to 
the King of Wortemborg his faithful ally On the 39th 
of October i8og we amvod at Fontainebleau and re 
tnamod there until the 14th of November 

I had been lot a considarable tune separated hum 
the Bmperur but hope had dried up my tears and 
bis angelic look reassured me when 2 came to talk mth 
him in confidence. I bad great reASOs to accc&e hhn of 
indigerenee, and said to him Bonaparte, Fortone 15 
waiting to make you pay denrly for the few momenta of 


1 Nogotiatloaa wen ope u e d at ScbaabnniD. The nnll «u tbai 
tbo Emperor Nipoteoa, bi ord^ to leave u bdr to hfi crown, w*i to 
(fivorce the KmproH Joacyhhae, and Uaifa Lcrtdaa q£ kjatA, 

the dao^ter of the B m pe i ' o r with wbm be rondodial the treaty txf 
pcAce. The oea eircalated threm^ the army erery fiice w*« 
cuTorod with fflooni e^ryone knew wbal be waato Voae, t»l twt what 
he was to ^sio. by thU etep At the end of three rooaiha Napotooo 
TtTnrwsd to Pari*, wtthoot vUtlng HoOaad aa be had proinfied to do. 
in ce^ta- to directkiaw far the TtboUdiag of the waOi wtdeh had 
lyiro destroyed by the EogHab during the war which the French had 
b e en waging tn Germany 

a Tha beat proof oi Joaq^binea goothwaa of heart tf fcwnd, h 
jonmeta, tcrwaida tboae who cempaBed her ndte and it nnnt be 

tbM Jocmey* were uem fcoowti more than twe nty- ter 
boor* befewe the time of deportnr* which tMcxn gave the tjoarter- 
maatcra Hrrwi to prepare Wlginga. Theae w<tfo alway* tided opoo by 
NapoWm who took Uttla patna to fnftjnn hlimeff atfwt aoch te » t /fte 
Whether agiwwWo or not It w»» iwcattary to remide acoenfinf to the 
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happiness you have enjoyed^ Cruel fnendl cruel man*” 
I often said to him , “ such forgetfulness, such injustice, is 
incredible!- Hear me When the heart is dead to every 
illusion — when it ceases to hope — what remams to it 
What feeling can I express ? Is not my fate fixed ? Oh, 
yes , for Josephine all will, perhaps, soon be over > ” 

It was at Fontainebleau that I, for the first time, 
suspected my husband capable of breaking his most 
sacred vow ® At this epoch he had wounded, and even 
outraged, my feehngs , and yet he remained, in appear- 
ance, utterly impassible Had I been even m the con- 
vulsions of despair, a single look of kmdness from him 
would have calmed and restored me Far from seeming 
to feel, he remained unmoved, and affected to smile at 
me ^vlth pity “ Bonaparte,” said I, in the bitterness of 
my heart, “ ’tis thus, then, that you have dnven me to 
weep over my lot, and over yours, and to devour my 
own tears But you have so distressed my heart, and 
uprooted my last hope, that I can now do nothing but 
pity you, and sigh over your future My own future 
lot would trouble me but little, were I not tied to it by 
a duty which nvets my fetters ” 


1 Tins passage ought to have been re-touched by the Empress It 
would seem that m April, 1814, she re-read the whole of her manuscript, 
and made erasures and changes in numerous places 

2 For some tune Josephme had observed that his private corre- 
spondence had ceased (at least, since the battle of Wagram) They had 
been m the habit of corresponding by means of certam hieroglyphics 
Several couriers had succeeded each other, bringing her official des- 
patches, but no billet in the handwriting of the Emperor was found 
inside the packet Such was her mortification at this, that for some 
days her health, which was usually so good, became visibly affected 

3 It was on Sunday, on returmng from Mass, that Fouch^, the 
mmister of pohce,*leadmg Josephme to the embrasure of a window in 
the chiteau at Fontainebleau, gave her the first shock on the subject of 
the divorce, which did not take place till two years after 
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The assombla^ of nearly all the Kings of Europe 
now cast a luttro open the French Court The fices 
held in honour of the peace were brilhant, indeed thoogh 
the majonty of the French people behoved it ■would not 
be durable E\erybody understood the turbulent spint of 
the Emperor Wise men who were skilled m reading 
the book of Destiny only aid^ed for a prolongatioo of 
peaccfnl days but as roost of his generals hod grown 
rich by the spoils of natjone, those ambitions men per 
tuaded their matter under vain pretexts, to break through 
the solemn treaties which had been entered into They 
forgot that treabea are to be regarded ns a dyke, whose 
office is at all tunes to oppose successfully the destroying 
torrent of rvar which seeks to overwhelm alL 

Since the 30th of June 1808 the day on which the 
respected and esteemed Bello! Archbishop of Pans» paid 
the debt of nature, Napoleon had appointed Cardinal Fesch, 
his unde, to discharge the duties of the deceased prelate. 
But the brother of hiadame I-etiba thd not accept the 
appomtinent- His nephew testified rdneh surprise at the 
rcfnsal but the csrdmal feeling it to be his doty to persist 
tn it told him plainly that be would rather be Arcbhisbop 
of Lyons installed by the Pope, than Archbishop of Pans 
without the bulls My husband forced to yield eaid no 
more about it and to the astomshment of all partfes, the 
&mou3 Cardinal Maury waa called to the metropolitan 
see of the empire.' The affialrs of the Church were in 

I AH Eorepe ta* reeoondod with tb* nacno ol (be calebc^ud ileep- 
ing »bt«4. loni paiamoont of eight bundled manor*- Eiected a depoly 
to CooatltQont A»»wnUy be ably aariainad the baooar of the Wy 

he ftjpreMrtad ai the trfbaDa. Ho oppoaed to Uw popakr cpInVw 

of the fcnoM IQrabeaa, aad eraitandod »ilh that coaunonef lu 

kncnalfdge and eJoqueoce Fwcod by lajwalhra dmaMtaacM 
to gtilt France. yhtyeMaHfa waathTealcieA.be Tetrad to Roma. »beta 
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CHAPTER IX 

The dangers and £atignes of war did not divert Napoleon 
from hia purpose of renouncing roe. Calmly did ho p e imi t 
the hours and the days to flow on, which he passed in my 
sodety Bat now the happy Emperor must need* see 
whether be was always to bo the Bonaparte for 

whom Fortune had wrought so many wooden. He 
thought hirasetf at the apex of his glpry bo could defy 
the universe. 

It was ea o dock in the rooming the moon was 
directing her quiet and aHect course towards the wsstem 
horizon the dawn of day bad just begun to whiten the 
tops of the houses the lamps suspended in the court of 
the Carrousel cact a pde and languid ray The Emperor 

had retired into hia cabinet with T and M when 

htfl attenhon was arrested by a ahgbt nosso m a room that 
led to mv apartment He endeavoured to discover what it 
was, but saw nothing but a moment afterwards I pcs' 
seated myaelf before him Pardon roe, said I Bona 
parte but thmlr what a terrible blow it thl* to a heart aa 
sensitive as rumo f I em afraid to uflend your delicacy 
but my anriety overoomes me. Believe me, I am devoted 
to you for ever believe me, I would pour out my blood to 
see you permanent^ happy But, alas I a sad presentiment 
teaches mo that happiness is no longer ours. I^eign, at 
least to remerober that there is atiU a woman ro this world 
who hves only for yon — who adores you with her whole 
heart, all unjust as you are to her a woman who will be 
ever ready to perform your slightest wish and who would 
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Avillingly prove her attachment to you at the expense of 
her life ' ” I prepared to leave him, but my husband, left 
to his own reflections, manifested a simulated sorrow 
What struggles took place within him > “ Woe to thee, 

unfortunate man ' ” I exclaimed, overwhelmed with an- 
guish “Woe to thee • Thou rushest to thy rum Yes, 
I shall see thee again — I shall yet behold thee, ungrateful 
man ' object too dear to my heart Yes, in spite of the 
cruel future which thou art prepanng for Josephine, I 
shall at some future day be able to support and succour 
thee by my well-weighed counsels ” — “ Stop, Josephine,” 
said he, “ and pity me I regret to mutate on this 
occasion the conqueror of the League , but I owe all that 
I am to my people , I belong wholly to glory I confess 
it costs me many a pang to separate from you , but so 
colossal has become my power, that I must rest it upon 
foundations whose solidity shall be in harmony with the 
weight they have to sustain The Emperor Napoleon 
needs an heir, and the blood of kings must be proud to 
mingle with my own ” 

Such was the language employed by the Emperor on 
the mommg of the day that he signified to me, for the last 
time, that he had determmed to sunder for ever the ties 
which bound him to me ^ 

“ You wish, then, still to add to your glory by means of 
an august alhance with a great monarch ’Tis then that 
you will behold jealousy, envy and hatred arming them- 
selves agamst you You will daily exalt yourself m the 

I The Emperor always dined tete-a-tete with Josephine On the 
same day. after takmg his coffee, he announced to her her divorce 
She famted, and remained insensible for three hours Napoleon sent 
for Mademoiselle d’Alberg, who afterivards became dame of honour 
to Mana Louisa, and committed her to her care , sent for Corvisart , 
then retired to his own room in a condition difficult to be described 


9—2 
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CHAPTER IX 

The dnogeTB and latxgne^ of war did not divert Napolcoo 
from hi3 ptirpose of renouncing me Calmly did he permit 
the hours and the days to flow on which he pww^ in mj 
society But now the happy Emperor must needs see 
whether he was always to be the same Bonaparte for 
whom Fortune had wrought *o many wonder*. He 
thought himeeif at the apex of his glpry he oould defy 
the tmiverse 

It was six 0 clock m the monitng the moon was 
directing her qmet and alent coarse tcrwards the weetem 
horittm the dawn of day had jnst b^un to whiten the 
tops of the houses the lamps eospended m the court of 
the Carrooset cast a pale and languid ray The Emperor 

had retirod into his cabinet with T and M— — who 

hifl attention was arrested hy a Bhght ooiso m a room that 
led to my apartment Ho endeavoured to discover whit it 
was, but saw nothing but a moment afterwards I pre- 
sented royeelf before him Pardon me aaid I Baon 
piarte but thmV what a tenible blow la this to a heart a» 
sensitive as mmo 1 I am afraid to offend your delicacy 
but my anxiety overcomes me. Brieve me I am devoted 
to you for ever behove mo, I would pour out my blood to 
see you permanently happy But, alas I a »ad prweottmcfli 
teaches mo that happiness is no longer ours Deigo at 
if ft, to rometaber that there is atfll a woman in thb world 
■who lives only for you — who adores you with her whole 
heart, all unjust as you are to her a woman who will be 
ever ready to perform your aUghteat wish and who would 
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pride hath raised us, and which it was certainly difficult to 
maintain, testifies in favour of the maxim, “ that ambition 
must ever advance with the same ardour ” But, alas, filled 
with deep humihty, I sometimes pray the Eternal to cast 
upon Napoleon a look of mercy' 
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which most keenly pierces my aflaacted heart 1 This ts the 
deep wound which will give tne unoeasmg agony I " 

I was in despair Bonaparte, becoming at length 
touched by what I said repeated hit vow that no htmuo 
power Bbonld ever sunder a bond which waa so sacred 
that he had sworn it before God and man Ah 1 ” «ud 
I on leaving hunt ‘ fsar to poi^nre yourself and remember 
that Josephine, at all thneii and in all places, will be your 
truest friend (64) 

I paaecd some days m soirowihl apprthentkm I 
observed that he seemed to take particular pains to 
avoid me, fearing as be told Foucht and other coo 
fidentiol friends, another tragical econo, I tned,” said 
he to trace out for myself a Une of condnct from which 
I was not to deviate, and to maintain my resolntion bnt 
the moment I was with Josephine, I became the feeblest of 
men I forgot my purpose, and thought only of the heroic 
attachment which that woman had evinced for me ever 
since we were united 

Returned from FontainehleBO, my husband could no 
longer diseomble his real positwc I loved him too tin 
corciy not to shudder at the idea of an eternal scparitiao 
t saw it approaching and painfully caJculated the con 
sequences. The thought 0/ the culpable mthflerence of 
that man for whom I had don© everything could not fail 
to afSict deeply a heart as tender as my own A stranger 
to Court mtnguea, I knew nothing of that mental torment 
that unqmet activity which leads those who lust after cHg 
nities to attempt any enterprise, however perfloos. Alasl 
tears of sorr o w and not of repentance alone, moistened my 
eyelida. Let me, if I must, be nuaorable bat I shall for 
ever remain umted in thought to the fortunes of my 
husband nTis true, the too great elevation to which hb 
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pnde hath raised us, and which it was certainly difficult to 
maintain, testifies in favour of the maxim, “that ambition 
must ever advance with the same ardour ” But, alas, filled 
with deep humihty, I sometimes pray the Eternal to cast 
upon Napoleon a look of mercy' 
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CHAPTER X 

What tuznultaoug dreams wtrt) other lAe 

bcusterouB ■waves, have Amh^iri w gainit my dtutog 

my sleep J How did I wander fr om woe to woe 1 The 
horrors of despair filled mo with imagmary miafoctunes. 
And 'what gained I by walong from that trance of sorrow 
and reco\ering my reason? Alas! 1 only exchanged ills 
for ills, and found the reality stil) rooro terriUo than the 
fictioru The days were too short for the utterance of 
my gne& the night yes the darkest mght, even when 
enveloped by its p ro f o un dest shadows, rras less sad than 
my fate — less gloomy than my soul I 

Stxdi were the refiectians which besieged my ndnd on 
witnessing each mormng the renewal of my accnstomod 
tonnenta. 

On the nth of No'Vember 1809 a mght aaxfly meinor 
able to me my mind ■was opprei»ed with a dream* which, 
for some moments, r^y agitated m©» But my imagma 

I At the tfane of Nspolecm • fonildag her Jceephtoe drewaed that 
abe mu mirwux uied bf « prod^fJoorf nmnlw of aerpraU, wHch coiled 
tbomeehroe together and entwteed thenadvr* snood her ia the mon- 
oer rwpr >»«int<iA In the celebrated pfctttre of Lsocodo, Th e ***1^**! 
which cofled fteelf ■roond her left hsod, aod bit itM own is B, 
iimnarUHtT far her The repdW. gredoaHy relaxiag tbtrtaelw 
crawled swmy from her ■p^ 'one fa ed bar hatband. Wboca thtj 
rmbroced tn the wune way and oqueend ahnort to eaffocatfao 
foretold that the memory of the wife would bo cbtrWted by pxtetky 

whflo Uut 0/ the hmband, mldod the fljUter« wbo inrToanifod a^ 

advlred hJm, woold tall • Tfothn lo Ida own fagrotitod*. — 

Smtnm, page jot 
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tion soon reverted to more agreeable recollections I often 
resorted to Malmaison, to forget the Tuilenes and the 
courtiers who thronged there * 

’T was here (I thought to myself) that, for the first time 
m my life, I tasted the pleasures of a tranquil and solitary 
life — ’twas here that the hand of Good Fortune at times 
presented me her enchanted cup — here that my husband 
appeared, like a star from the banks of the Nile, upon the 
borders of the Seine ' He came, as it now seems to me, to 
carry me off from the asylum my heart had chosen, where, 
dunng his long absence, I had strayed, followed by his 
image , and where, absorbed m perusing the annals of the 
glory of France, I found everywhere upon its bnlliant page 
the name of him who was its chief and most illustrious 
architect “Happy, happy illusions'” was all that my 
sighing accents could repeat 

At other times I could see before me nothing but a long 
senes of ills and sorrows The path I was now to tread 
was beset with thorns , I felt their deadly points at every 
step It seemed to me that the earth was but my place 
of punishment , everything reminded me of my happy 
days, and I felt that my soul would soon leap and fly 
away into other realms than this My impnsoned spirit 
strove to reheve itself from its painful confinement and 
be free I asked Madame Rochefoucauld who was my 
fnend, whether it was a cnme for a wife who had done 
all in her power for her husband, and who was about 
to be forsaken m so dastardly a way, to recover her 
hberty God is just, for he is God ' He calls me to 
Himself I see, He opens His arms to receive me , He 

I However apparent may be the intimacy of two courtiere, do not 
beheve in it The more each one comes into favour, the more they 
fear and hate each other 
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offers mo an asylum in His bosom.' WiU Ho pnnah 
mo for my weakness? Does His law roquiro mo to 
support a burden which crushes mo? Why doc* He 
Will that I should hvo a few moments longer ? Must 
I not die ? Jo&ephine, forsaken by him who was her 
ail, cares not for life My hfe is of no more account 
in my Creator’s cyta than that of the organised nip nit 
which we crush beneath onr feet Though it is certsm 
that Ho has placed man m the highest rank of His 
creatures, yet can I bo so foolish as to suppoee myself 
of more importance than the thousands whom war hss 
cut off? Were those victims to the ambition of pnnees 
bom to be the carman s exclusive prey ? In inaking thn 
last re fle ction, I was I confess tortured to madness by 
the memory of the past I tned to call Reason to my 
aid but aha fled from my agbL 1 had lost all energy 
and was a prey to hopelesa discoaragemenb 
cnad I pty him O ye hia fnends 1 Tremble at the 
fate of him who has so long astonished the world— hnn 

whose wonderful feme and continued prosperity Id 

the midst of these reflections, M de B brought me 

a note frow the Emperor enjommg me to repair unme- 
diately to the palace. 

Nothing IS so embarrassnig to a woman of sensifaflity 
as to find herself in the pr esen ce of a man who is * 
dissembler to whom she cannot freely commxmlcate the 

indignation which she feels, 

r It U qalto pm^ijWa tiut Jmepblne • giooojy prt*ni£far^ 
bor •opanUfcia from tier bttfbead woaJd bo ttdkrwtd by tb* 
woTTt cactoaqaeaco* to them both tad *be Mid. cwifidentisDylo 
BOTDO of her frioDd*, that nnknown oiwm woold coo day bun 
him from tha thriToa, that hi* idl woold bo rtrribk, and that 
■he would that •bo coold tlwn aay wUh the daughter of the 
Happy they who hare not eoeir tha «n>t>ka of the ■tranjvr’* •aul*' 
aul w1k> alt Qot at tho baaqoet of tbdr falben ( 
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I could not remain longer in this cruel state of un- 
certainty, and said to my belo\cd daughter, who sought 
in vain to dry my tears, “ I must now for the last time 
have an explanation \\nth my husband , this same ]3ona- 
parte, ^\ho once honoured me ^\lth his confidence, must 
show me that esteem and that attachment which a 
woman like me must never lose ” 

I requested Mardchal Dnroc to inform his master that 
I asked the favour of a pnvatc conversation ivith him 
While waiting to obtain it, 1 went into the saloon, 
where the company was numerous and conversation 
animated 

I conversed successively w'llh the matCdtaux and the 
chief dignitaries of the empire The w'ues of several 
officers of the Emperor’s guard were presented to me, 
and 1 also gave the prefects of the departments a friendly 
and flattenng reception I noticed that the grand cham- 
berlain, who w'as at my side, w'ore a distracted and 
constrained look, which led me to suppose that he was 
already appnsed of the kind of reception I should meet 
with from Napoleon 

I had been 'informed that perfidious reports had been 
made to the Emperor respecting the Viceroy of Italy, 
and that his father-in-law had become sombre, and sus- 
picious that he might encounter in Eugene a William III 
On this occasion I presented myself before my hus- 
band with a calm air, and, with restrained indignation, 
addressed him thus — “If, in your eyes, my enme is 
that I have spoken to you the language of truth, I have 
resolved, firmly, to render myself still more guilty on 
this occasion I will prove to you, Bonaparte, with 
the boldness and force which belong to your own charac- 
ter, that I am your best friend I do not reproach you 
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for tho jujuBticc With which ythi have treated me for 
some tune past I only aek of you the ^vour to gi>-e 
me the names of the poltroons who have permitted them 
seives to cast upon tho Pnncc, my son the poison of thnr 
caimimy They must have httle honour md^d, to dare 
asperse hla character m the dark 1 I defy them all here, m 
your presence. But no 1 a calummator can never endote 
the presence of a brave man I flatter myseif that yon 
will be the first to naine his accuser Ah I learn better 
to appreciate the soul of Eugene— ^hat respectful son who 
wiU ever be mmdful of your angust protection 1 While 
Heaven shall preserve his being it will be bis pleasure to 
make known to the world th^ you hsVh been a father to 
him and that it la to your kmdneos that be is indebted 
for his rapid advancement and fiir hu prospentv And 
if he has become the husband of an iQustnous princess, 
that IS also your work. Then enjoy peaceably the frrots 
of the ^voura you have heajied upon him Kever Imagine 
that ittgrabtude can get possession of his heart beHeve 
that he shares the sentiments of his mother and behere 
also, that both of them give you the highest proof of 
thmr devotion by daring to speak to you the language of 
truth ” 

Bonaparte garod at me with a look unpoesiblo to de 
senbe. His head was resting in hia two bands — he seemed 
almost dying 

After remammg some time without spea k i n g he conJ 

monced reading a despatch which R, de S J d* A had 

placed in his hands. But the sudden revolution which his 
feelings had undergone could not be concealed Ho made 
d Bign Signifying that he was going to read the document 
and, with a motion as qmde as thought broke the seal and 
commenced the perusal 
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"Shall I wail for an insucr?' asked R dc S J 
d' V 

"No, s.ud the htMtatinj^ monarch, "I intend (o f;i\c 
an .answer in person, hut not just now ” lie rinished 
reading it, rose, uid made a gestmc dismissing me 

I no lonqei doubted that Ills resolution was taken 
1 Iiat document relale'd to me e\cr\ thing showed me 
lh.it measures wore being l.ikeii to consumm.ite my 
rum Ronaparte s famil) had long since piepared the 
wa}, and Mural, the perfidious Murat, was constantly 
c Milting over it 

Alas, It was now time for mo to come to a firm rcsolu 
tion ’ I'ouchC came and informed me that 111} separation 
was defimtivelj decieed by the Council of State I was 
aware that C.imbaceres h.ad proposed to elevate Lucicn’s 
eldest d.iughlcr to the ruik of Ihnpress But such a 
ni.irnagc would not liave accomplished the ambitious 
views of Napoleon. He told the arch-rhancedlor on the 
spot, “Prince, }our proposition is m.idmissildc , I w.int 
a Princess, the onl) business before }ou is to designate* 
her to me Alexander has .1 young sister who would 
suit me perfectly But I cannot conce il the fact that 
the ladies at his Court do not regard me with much 
favour, everything proves that 1 sliould there he re- 
jected’ I might form an alliance with Spam, were it 

I It appears from the most correct and authentic documents that 
the two Empresses of Russia (the Empress Dowager md tlic Empress 
Regent) \ ere dccidcdl} opposed to the ambitious plans of Napoleon, 
and that, in the name of their famdj, they refused any alliance with 
him The Grand Duchess Catherine of Wurlcmbcrg was then pro- 
posed to him, but Anne, the wife of His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Orange, had flattered her quite too much, he was refused On the 
gth of December, 1809, the Empress Josephine confidentially informed 
some of her fnends that Napoleon’s marriage was decreed by the two 
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not that sjtoated as now are, ft would do mo more 
hurt than good Let ub direct our resonrches to another 
quarter Marfichal Bertluer proposed an alliance with 
Genuany the master seemed to relish this project 
Pouch6 opposed it on the ground that it was both 
dangerous and Impahtic. \ on are nght ilonsicur le 
Dnc, intemipted Napoleon with vehemence, you are 
nght provided the lady I propose to many yhnl1 in regard 
to me, bear any title but that of my wife. I listen cheer 
fully to the advice of the Empress Josephine, because die 
IS my best friend and because she has, like me, known 
how to travel with courage the nigged road to fortune 
and I think that the woman who shall occupy her post 
at my Court wiU have some difficulty in replacing her 
in my afiechona. She will aa her part— I reserve my 
own to myself Gentlemen I am going to aak for an 
archduchess. Her father is not in a condrboo to refuse 
me, and hia subjects will by means of this alliance be 
less unhappy Josephine, it gives me pleasure to repeat 
is worthy of my attachment and my gratitude Her son, 
a model of talent and virtue, became my son by the 
most solemn engagement I admit that Eogeno « worthy 
to succeed me. France and Europe would applaud the 
adoption But my present policy demands unperiti\‘ely 
that the bonds which unite me to his mother should be 
severed and that I should ally myself to the blood of 
monarchs My will shall oncoimter no obstacle — I must 
li^/t to the altar a new wife, m the nudst of a cortige 


Conrta and th*! It would take place. On •ocao cm lAiMiitag tbal 
meb a ttnloo ioemod fa np ow tble , the replied, “ Well, then te 
odjtum hb eyw towanUGetirtaoT bm thal wooU only be to plw 
araa ia the haoda of Austria. Ilorlng the minority of Lo^ XfV •a* 
ilju w e d too wnB her ikfll In itiing them ** 
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of kings , and who knows but the next year will witness 
the birth of an heir to my power and my name ? ” 

Thus did he reason — that man who, without a guide, 
was about to set out upon a new career He still sought 
to aggrandise himself , and, henceforth, everyone would 
take pleasure in caressmg and corrupting him, and in 
lavishing upon him their flatteries, m order to ruin him 
I could not, of course, but feel the deepest anxiety 
respecting his future fortunes Time should have taught 
him to regard me as his mdulgent judge and his true 
Mentor And I fondly cherished the chimencal hope 
that my husband would, finally, hsten to the inspirations 
of wisdom and the counsels of prudence But no I In 
a moment of enthusiasm, occasioned by his approaching 
marnage, he dared ro say to me, and on the eve of our 
separation, that he now “ believed himself led on by 
Fortune , that she was about to place his authonty be- 
tween two hearts which a natural sympathy attracted 
towards each other , that this newly-formed attachment 
had inspired him with the resolution to exile me to Italy , 
that it was important to his repose that no one should 
penetrate the mystery of his destiny , that he should be 
contmually tormented by my reflections should I remain 
in France , that he regretted my loss sincerely, but that 
he had sworn to sacrifice all that he held most dear (65) 

“ Ah ’ my finend,” continued he, “ the curse attached to 
my destmy, should I not keep that fatal oath, has frozen 
or destroyed all the flattenng chimeras which enticed me 
to mount the throne I now perceive the dangers which 
await me You have judged rightly respectmg the de- 
fects of my character Ruled by a bummg imagmation, 
whose promptmgs I find it glorious to obey, I have spent 
my hfe in contmual activities, which have left me not 
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one moment of tune to fulfil my duties as an mitiate of 
the sect of the Egyptians * 

Thirsting for rcnorra pcrenadmg myself that the 
eulogies of men hft to immortality Idiii who is their 
object 1 have only aimed to acquire glory I hare ob- 
tained great successes, and pursued without relaicitian 
the phantom of felicity I have sacrificed everything to 
my ambition What have I gamed by so many efforts, 
so much toil and suffering ? I have inspired envy and 
provoked ingrabtudo, I have overturned a portion of 
Europe wlthcnit being able to seme happiness which 
I find stiU outstnpe roe Many have bien the conquests 
1 have made but that conquest still eludes me. My 
romisters and my generala 1 have enriched withpot 
having the luck to find a true friend and, deceived 
b7 almost every one of those who owe to me tbor 
fortunes and the high rank they occupy I am not even 
able to preserve to myself the companion who has ever 
irupired me with love- Yon most admit that my ntua 
tion IS, mdeed unhappy ! 

1 comprehended nothing of all this. Hcrw did it happen 
that ho was bound by a solemn promise to leave mo ? He 
bad not, ho said, that sweet consolation which alwaya 
remains to a feelmg heart It was then m vain for me 
to soUat his confidence which I had ever ardently done. 

It was easy for me to see that be was unhappy that 
be was the victim of treacherous advice. So far my own 
sagaaty earned me but as to the motive which provoked 
hia diTOfce, it was a mystery which my most attentive 
observation could not fathom Bonaparte, said I i* 

I BopapTte w*» Ini Haled. Grand Cairo, tn the mjWerica oi 
whkh Egypt wo tile cradle, and inbartof a «mall ooinber £rf aiJ*pt» 
pan pTaaeired the mwnary 
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the time to pass ^way thus -without bringing any change 
to my painful -state ’ And is your brazen sceptre to smite 
doivn, ivithout pity, all the flowers of my existence ? ” 

My husband was in tears , his angmsh burst forth 
But -withdra-wing himself from my arms, for fear of dis- 
closing his secret, he exclaimed, “ I have made fruitless 
efforts, Josephine, to forget what I owe to you I feel a 
secret mstinct which I cannot prevent , my heart feels 
a keener pang than yours I would, by far, that you 
should submit to no sway but that of my benefits , for I 
know that, in return for them, I should have your care, 
your love and your respect ” In uttering these words, 
he laid his hands upon the one he was about to sacrifice 
m an attitude of sorrowful resignation to his fate , and 
one would have said that he was already mourmng for a 
guardian angel, about to be exiled from the palace by his 
orders I stood mute , silence and gnef spoke for me 
A deep sob escaped him I scarcely heard it , a new per- 
plexity, mingled -with hope and pleasure, got complete pos- 
session of him His mind was filled ivith uncertamty, his 
heart -with angmsh It was possible that I might have been 
the -victim of a fatal secret , but I could no longer keep 
silence Agitated by indescnbable emotions, I exclaimed 
“ Ah ' who shall now dare separate us ? Pardon my 
presumption What earthly power shall, so long as I 
live, so long as I breathe, so long as I< shall have the 
least sentiment of existence, force me to abandon the 
rights -with which, from this decisive moment, I feel my- 
self invested? No' our destmies are indissolubly linked 
together All temponsmg, all delays, all disgmse must 
now be renounced — Why this sudden fright ? Why that 
terrified look ? Can you repent of ha-ving shown a little 
sensibility, a symptom of compassion ? Oh, Bonaparte, 
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put an end to this unexampled mvatery 1 I am your 
own I am yours to my latest breath— voura by the most 
sacred engagemenU, oven beyond thm Ufel Yon weep, 
Bonajarto 1 » tia not with gnof Tell me your srtnabon 
lay open your heart to mo Here, on this saaed spot 
hereafter the happier for it where, for the first yem 
have caused a ray of hope to flash upon my eyes — here 
let our faith our vows, bo pledged for et ernity 

Bonaparte with a downcast haggard look, and a 
hollow voice, was lying upon a sofa where ho had thrown 
himself, to calm hia agitation and enjoy a moment s rest 
liaising my hands to heaven I said to my husband 
Let me not bo a subject of discord between yon and 
your family because I cannot fulfil a with implanted by 
Nature I Oh let thoee who wish to preopitste me into 
this abyss but be acquainted with my heart ! Let them 
know that I have no other desire than to see peace reign* 
mg in France ! " and I passed out of the Emperor s cabmet 
to conceal my tears. Loved victim of the inconstancy 
of men paid 1 in my foot upon the threshold 

if thou forsokeat what friend will pity me ? ” My gnef 
was so profound that I was afraid the lamp of reason 
would go out — my husbands was perfectly heartrending 

for It was the eipresaioii of remocBo,* 

t Tlrf* caMJverwitkra wa* once relaled to toe by a mm who bwd fl- 
Joeephh* fortbw »ald to hittu ” Sboald you be •eo in toefa « «»- 
dltka, 'wbat would yoor coortlen «y f And yoo njortowr who 
preteal to awe tlse wodd—you are the woakeet of JMD. Yoo b«Te. «l 
thU moment, Io«t the power erf wDBu* Uy ccmaei freally »orpa«* 
yoore lor I know how to rBStrain myeeU. 

a Tb® Emperor that man eo tadtom, » eaald. who al ah time* 
•eecbed Ineapahlo of cootioo. dM not know how to reibt the anj^tUca 

tkm of a wocaan. AAi that *a» Ida aol# mot/ f» &*■ canrfoDy iCDAiC 

away on graro occ»afeca aD ihOM ladka who had dalon OQ “mmt 
of tbdr It aai the only woakneaa to be detected ta bn 

charweter 
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CHAPTER XI 

There is upon this earth a being whom I love Avith all 
the faculties of my soul, whose life is to me a hundred times 
dearer than my own , a being for whom alone I live and 
breathe m this world , a bemg to whom I am united by a 
most sacred bond, which I have a thousand times blessed , 
a being whom I love still as in the most blissful moments 
of our union * Happy to be near him, happy to keep a 
constant watch over his fortunes, I lulled myself with the 
pleasing dream, a dream which for me had all the charms 
of reahty, that I should never leave him , and the thought 
was, indeed, consolmg that I should die at his side, and 
consecrate my last breath to him 

But, alas ' he fixed the day of our separation ^ He 
was capable of naming a time when I should see him no 
more ' and that fatal day had already begun to dawn , its 


I The arch-chancellor Cambaceres was charged to announce to 
Josephine the fact of her divorce That afflicted woman rephed to him 
m these brief terms " Since it is out of my power to make France 
happy, I desire that another woman, more fortunate than I, may do 
so " Cambaceres retired, and made his report to the Emperor 

In receiving his visits, the Empress concealed the mortification 
which devoured her, and endeavoured to console those who sorrowed 
over her lot After a painful interview with the Emperor, which lasted 
more than three hours, the husband and wife separated , both were m 
tears But the Empress, on that trying occasion, displayed the native 
grandeur of her character , she seemed even to encourage the man 
who, weaker than Antiochus, surnamed the Divine, m the presence 
of Queen Laodicea, seeking, through pnde, the support of another 
Ptolemy Phdadelphus, feared, and had good ground to fear, to 
separate himself, not from another Berenice, but from a faithful wife 
and a generous friend — Note Communicated 


10 — 2 
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mom was advancing with the lightning t speed- \es that 
cruel day which should never have dawned roe, 
approached as rapidly as the days of my feliaty hid 
departed 1 and those, alas. Heaven knows bow soon they 
were echpsed I An mgrate nei^ more qniddy let go the 
hand which had conferred favours upon him 

I have said that Bonaparte s habitual distmst of roe 
had caused him carefoUy to avoid roe For some boon 
I re ma i n ed alone, absolutely alone, A great nooe was 
heard in the palace persons were coming and going 
they seemed to talk to each other m a humed manner 
and at length I learned that the Emperor had sent sealed 
letters to all the great digmtanes of the empire, as wall 
as to his pnnapol officers, and that the members of the 
imperial family were invited to assemble, after dinner in 
the palace of the Tnilenet. At this 1 felt indignant and 
rose to go to him. Like a light whose last ray is expinog 
but still preserves a feeble radiance I aw that my last 
hope was nearly eitmgmafaed and yet I was seeking to 
reanimate its dying ^»rk when alas 1 rav son suddenly 
entered and undeceived me 

He told me that Napoleon required him to carry to the 
senate the decree that was to dissolve my marriage (66) 
Think madam " said the pnnee what must bo my 
feelings I On the one hand, the ambition of the Emperor 
as unjust as it is danng will plunge us mto an abyss of 
rmsfortimes — for by repudiating a wife who smootW hu 
way to the thnSne, ho is preparing himself to lose It 
perhaps for over On the other I cannot forget what I 
owe to him as ray benefactor and my guide ns the roan 
who has been to me a father Tis not os a smtTclgu that 
my afiections <*11110 to him but ns the husband of my 
mother and 1 mvo him as such respect and obedience 
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nnd )ci I nm rci]ujrc(l to pfr'-cnl to the world the spectacle 
of a son whose deep afihctmns nnnnl make him forget the 
dnt\ of submission to tlie soxoroign who has deigned to 
befnend him ’ Never having learned the art of Ijmg, 
INigenc was not at all versed in the t.ictics of the world 
He sone'ht to conceal neither his tlioiighls, Ins desires, nor 
his actions, and he therefore trod a thoni) path when he 
found himself pi iced in the cruel alternative of either 
breaking a solemn promise to the Kmperor, or deceiving 
a beloved mother \nMous, hesitating, and nnhappy, he 
knevv not how to rcsciii himself from tins fatal labjrinth. 
He determined not to answer the e\peetalinn of his Mentor; 
and, bj a resolution v ith which nothing but his critical 
position could have inspired him, he became the defender 
of an oppressed woman 

“Nothing,’' Slid I, “can he compared to the firmness 
of soul and the resignation vvhich your duty requires 
)ou to cshibil to the senate on this trjing occasion (67) 
But, after performing that rigorous duty, you will come 
.Old mingle jour tears with mine — come, .ind upon my 
bosom reiterate the sentiments of inviolable attachment 
to the man of whom I have never as jet spoken to 
you but as another father Maj' he be happy ' and 1 
here dare m,ake the pledge that N.ipoleon will never lind 
m my son aught but one of his most devoted commanders ” 

“Ah’” said the pnnee, dropping some te.ars which he 
had tried to restrain, “ I feel th.at my heart repels every 
sentiment with which the protector of niy infancy inspired 
me, I shall no longer count him among my friends, I 
shall see in him nothing but your persecutor ” 

For some moments the Viceroy was absolutely over- 
whelmed by gnef, and could scarcely recover his calmness 
I employed my .authority to constrain him to fulfil, in 
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a manner worthy of himaelf the part which Napoleon 
had assigned him and made him feel that both ha 
and my fntnro aitnation depended wholly upon his hnuness 
in this memorable scene and that I was williiig 
to submit to the greatest sacrifices for the good of France. 

Besides, my eon " said I ” who will ever behove 
Bonaparte would ha\e had the temerit y to rrntcH yrxi 
sanction such an act when Europe shall discover in It 
only a last means of precipitating his mm? My itaiotl 
ts atbtr Viry mpmndiKt or vay cvlpchU He has no right 
to occasion me this deep affliction. Alasl other wives, 
were they victims q£ such Inconstancy ware they borne 
down by such a load of gnef as 1 am would, perhaps, 
invoice the Almighty to pot an end to their woes. Bat 
I on the contrary still utter prayers for his good nay 
1 could wish to Irve long enoogb to be hs ^ithful com 
panioQ at every step I should then see the danger 
that may menace bup and, perhaps, be able to shield 
him from iL But my «m will over be worthy of his 
adopted father and of mo and, whatever may befall, 
Eugene will be ready to defeud the man whom bt six 
teen years, I have called mj hos b and. 

I will, replied the pnnce, with emphasis, yet have 
the glory of making him sensible of hla fsnlt but only 
by means of the weapon wtrich aloue is worthy of a 
French chevalier — generosity I shall have s great advan 
tage over my mother's hosband, for I sh a ll be actusied 
by the hope that he wiU yet owe soisothhig to tbs son 
of that Woman whom be is about to sacrifice For depeod 
upon it, humbled pnde sees nothmg but shame in a reverse 
of fortune and that of Napoleon is singolnrly imUWe. 
Ye«, I could wish with one hand to repel the enemies 
of the great man, and to present to him the other at 
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the moment when, proscnbed and abandoned by all, he 
can have in my eyes no higher claim to my favour and 
friendship than that of his deep misfortunes Would he 
not then be sufficiently punished ? Oh, my mother, my 
unfortunate mother i ’Tis one of the greatest sovereigns 
m Europe, conqueror of so many valiant nations, who 
now compels me to perform an act for which postenty 
wdl blame me , he vashes me to deceive an unfortunate 
wife f He begs you not to interpose any obstacle to his 
wishes, they are formal He is determined to be obeyed 
Alas' Bonaparte,” exclaimed Eugene, “demand my Me — 
every drop of my blood belongs to you — I would, without 
a murmur, see it flow in sustaining thy cause , but do 
not obhge me to give the last blow to her who has 
shed so much lustre upon the most brilhant part of thy 
reign — ^her who bears thine image in her heart ' Permit 
me, at least, thou too unjust man, to descend to the 
grave with honour , do not compel us to become un- 
grateful to thee This would cost the Empress and 
myself too much , our hearts are not formed for hatred 
There are enough of others who will charge themselves 
ivith the debt of vengeance Never shall the bemgs 
who have loved you so well exercise vengeance towards 
you ” 

About one hour after my son left me Murat entered 
my apartment I spoke to him on subjects upon which 
I wished my husband^ to be informed “ Alas ' ” said 
the brother-in-law to the Emperor, with a air of feigned 


I Josephine was satisfied that Murat was one of the principal 
promoters of the divorce, and showed him, on several occasions, 
that she was by no means duped by his many protestations of 
affection The Empress had long perceived his designs, for which 
,he could never pardon her 
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saxiness, m order to fulfil towards him your duty as a 
true friend yon are abont to renmmce the happiness of 
hfe and, as the price of your generous devohon, be 
wil4 perhaps, send you away mto some city ■where you 
will bo guarded with the utmost seventy But you ire 
now free madam you can tell the Kmperor your husband, 
formally^ that from this moment his pcrwer cease*, and 
that henceforth he has no other rights m respect to you 
than those of friendship You must show firmness bs 
for yon to dictate the conditionB, and your husband will 
bo but too happy m obtaming frenn yon the sacrifices 
which he exacts for the concessions which he finds him 
self forced to make to yon ” 

I knew the man that held this language to me, and 
took care not to seem to adopt his advice it would 
have tended still more to imtate Bonaparte. On the 
ccmtiaiy I told him that my whole intentions were 
wholly conformed to those of the Emperor ” Let him " 
said I seek an heir to hia name, since his family does 
not afford him sufficient guarantees. Yet I could have 
wished him to confirm the adoption of my son accord 
mg to his former purpose. But as his policy has other 
wise determined, it is the doty of Eugene and myidf to 
submit- Admnma of his wondcrfal fortunes, bo will 
ever find os smeerely annous for his happiness. As to 
myself, I am from this evening wholly prepared to give 
him this last proof of my perfect snbnmsioii to his will ” 
Murat was silent for some moments he 'was afraid 
I should show an open opposition to the will of the 
Emperor and could not dissemble Ms surprise at what 
I said. Well said he. the Archduchess Maria 
Louisa wiU perhaps, be the pledge of happiness t° 
France. Her father has given that assurance— (laymg 



THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE 


153 


stress upon the last word) To what a man does he 
present his daughter’s hand ' — a man governed by a 
passion which disregards even love, and does not con- 
cern itself with affairs of the heart — a man whose feel- 
ings are never melted by the bitter tears he witnseses 
A princess who yields herself up wholly to a husband 
who receives her in his high character of monarch, 
becomes the guarantee of great political projects, and 
bmds more firmly the ties of ambition 

“ Besides, the Emperor has waged war in order to 
attain supreme power He knows how to continue it in 
order to strengthen and confirm his diadem For him 
no treaty will be sacred Be assured, he is not more 
afraid of broils within than coalitions inthout His 
enemies conspire against his life and his crown only 
dunng the reign of peace , and I foresee that a new 
storm IS about to burst upon us My beloved brother- 
in-law IS the god of thunder , but he who now has so 
many nations under his command may not, perhaps, 
always be able to avert the tempest , the .proud Ger- 
mans will not forget that the invulnerable Napoleon 
has twice taken their capital, and that the conqueror 
showed himself generous ” 

I listened to this speech of Murat without permitting 
myself to let fall the least observation, well knowing 
what were his real feelings towards me , and kept care- 
fully on my guard against uttering any reproaches in 
his presence 

At ten o’clock in the evening of that sad day, the 
great dignitaries of state repaired to the palace of the 
Tmlenes , the Emperor’s family arrived soon after The 
stupor which paralysed me seemed to have seized upon 
the whole assembly , no person dared utter a word 
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sadness, m order to fulfil towards hun your duty as a 
true fnend yon are about to renonnce the happmcaa of 
life add as the price of yoor generou* devotion he 
will, perhaps send yon away mto tome aty where yon 
will be guarded with the utmost seventy Bnt yon are 
now free, madam you can tell the Elroperor your husband, 
formally that from this moment his power and 

that henceforth he has no other rights in respect to you 
than those of friendship You must show firmness tis 
for you to dictate the conditians, and your husband will 
bo bat too happy in obtaming from you the sacrifices 
which he exacts for the concessionB which he finds him- 
aelf forced to malm to you 

I knew the man that held this language to ma, and 
took care not to seem to adopt his advice it would 
have tended still more to tmUte Bonaparte. On the 
contrary I told him that my whole intentions were 
wholly conformed to those of the Emperor I.et tom ” 
gatd J seek on betr to his name, since hie fiumly does 
not afford him euffiacnt guarantees. Yet I coold have 
wished him to confirm the adoption of roy son, accord 
mg to his former purpos e But as his pohcy has other 
wise determined it ts the duty of Eugene and myaelf to 
submit AdmirorB of hia wunderfol fortunes, he Trill 
ever find us smcerelj anxious for his happineas. As to 
myself, I am from this evening wholly prepared to give 
him this last proof of my perfect snbnnsaion to his wflL" 
Murat was aflent for some momenta he was afiraid 
I should show an open opposition to the will of the 
Emperor and could not dissemble his turpruo at what 
I said Well " said be the Archduchess iforia 
Louisa will perhaps be the pledge of happiness to 
France. Her father has given that ossortmee— (faywff 
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stress upon the last word) To what a man does he 
present his daughter’s hand ' — a man governed by a 
passion which disregards even love, and does not con- 
cern Itself with affairs of the heart— a man whose feel- 
ings are never melted by the bitter tears he witnseses. 
A princess who yields herself up wholly to a husband 
who receives her in his high character of monarch, 
becomes the guarantee of great political projects, and 
binds more firmly the ties of ambition 

“ Besides, the Emperor has waged ivar in order to 
attain supreme power He knows how to continue it in 
order to strengthen and confirm his diadem For him 
no treaty will be sacred Be assured, he is not more 
afraid of broils within than coalitions without His 
enemies conspire against his life and his crown only 
dunng the reign of peace , and I foresee that a new 
storm IS about to burst upon us My beloved brother- 
in-law IS the god of thunder , but he who now has so 
many nations under his command may not, perhaps, 
always be able to avert the tempest , the , proud Ger- 
mans will not forget that the invulnerable Napoleon 
has twice taken their capital, and that the conqueror 
showed himself generous ” 

I hstened to this speech of Murat without permitting 
myself to let fall the least observation, well knowing 
what were his real feelings towards me, and kept care- 
fully on my guard against uttering any reproaches m 
his presence 

At ten o’clock in the evening of that sad day, the 
great dignitaries of state repaired to the palace of the 
Tuilenes , the Emperor’s family arrived soon after The 
stupor which paralysed me seemed to have seized upon 
the whole assembly , no person dared utter a ivord 
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heart (0 a ferriblo proof; and that heart still reb^ed 
against ray will for when tins fotal blow hid put an 
end to the little happiness I had derived from my second 
mamage, I felt ray love increase towards my faithless 
hnsbani Oppressed by this dooble load of sorrow I 
pasaed rapidly towards the apartment which contilned 
the object of my affections, supported by my womem 
The light of the nnraerous lamps which were burning in 
my apartment fell ufxm my troubled vision it seemed 
to me like the light of the tomb which was yawning to 
receive the author of my distress^ I happened to ghmeo 
at the portrait of Henjy JV and to wy bawildared 
fancy it seemod to frown upon me The first sound 
that struck my ears was the low and mcmrofnl chantieg 
of these plamCive words — 

Weep weep beloved mothers weep for your 
children frr th} seemd wiker u « aort " And ^ deep 
siience than reigned around me. 

I rested my brow npon ray hand my knees grew 
weak, and refused to support me When 1 had, m some 
degree, recovered my etrength I endeavoured to convince 
myself that what I had witnessed was only an iHn^on, 
arising from a momentary deiirrum I was stiU deeply 
agitated and my arms fell powerless at my side. Nearly 
all tboae who had been with Napoleon had disoppemd, 
and, as if with sudden fnght, bad hastened down 

the Btairs. So weak was I that I found it necessary to 
lean against a column An officer of the guard *oon 
entered for whom the few persons who remained gave 
way Ho approached with a haughty air and bevriag 
respectfully before me, said, in on icy tone, Hadaro 
I have orders to conduct you to Malmaison Who 
gave you the order? — The Emperor himself be re 
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pliod, coldh, biU with app.iunl s ul Ilex'S 1 restrained 
iiiNself, and carelc'''=l} romineiiced taking down some 
pictures, tint of M, de Ikauhirnus was among tliem 
As to X ipoleon s, 1 aiTtcted to forget it kleihonght 
It should he prtscr\ed for hi' future bnde In ga/ing 
upon It, sin cannot but uiiicinlxr that anothei woman 
hid, before hei, lectixi'd tin oath of a perjurer, w lio, 
to gratif) his aiubuin 1 , v ould just is soon saerihcc lier 
few remaining iiK'nicnts of hij^puHs 

llaiul) hid I lift nn ajurtiMtat wlun 1 met Uon i- 
parle Tor an in* taut 1 I'ptrtmtd inexpressible agon) 
The mutt play of la* natau. shoe i d me what was 
passi.ig within him lb .\.a a pie) to the most culling 
remorse IK ahtf t< di t'* 'hun nu , but nevertheless kept 
close b) m\ 'iih , sml lie, with n troubled air, 

"Josephine u is aaibit.ii v hieh has separated me from 
\on, wlmh ii n fo.rid nu to al'andon the companion 
V ho, for s)\t,„tn Vtar . i. • dehglued m\ existence 'I is 
amhuum which, w ,h ii-Jii innd, his driven me to asso- 
ciate v.uh 111 ) throm th< i uidd uigditcr of M in i Theresa * 

I h n . lo K in c ’ah s ’1 ’ nc' ll a’, t* 1 iht lOth of Dtccmbcr, 
iSo-), t’ c i\ Ilf t!i' -r, r • I V 1> r( 1 Jn uphine anil Isapolcon, 
lilt lai'rr Ka'l 'n-e , ' n i t.i- *■ lint lie houKl receive the hand 
of Vht Whth rh- M itia l.va > i p i tUA 1 davu hltr of 1 r.ancis II , 
Lmi"** --o* «i (/fjf’ain P j •• i r< v a n niece of Maria Antoinette 
of \u' na lie Ilk (I loi \\ 1 In l vl ms her se it upon the 
same ihro-c uh'di h- 1 1- s ( cnpu'l h) In r unfortunate aunt, and 
findir;; hc^ lU in tie I'li" t h'**aii of the 1 nileries, in the Pavalion 
of I iora whinc' in 171- ’In eictini. of our Kt\olution never de- 
parted hut to In, irai fi -r. 1 to tlm pn on of Ihc Temple, and thence 
to the ‘‘calTold, \ hat mu t h v * In en the reflections of that daughter 
of the Ca ears’ \\ ha* a-l thouelus mu t have haunted her evhen 
she eot her font upon the thr< hold of that palace vshere, eighteen 
jears lufort a fnghiltil act of rcgicidt uas ahout to he committed 
upon a talented and cmirif eou uo*nan a ho displajed such a suhlime 
heroism on the ao'li of Jun>, md who, on the loth of August, 
dared to present to the King, then abandoned hj lus fnends and 
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Believe me the groat changes winch 1 foresee must tabs 
place in my coimtry make a deep impresaian upon me 
My only demre la for my country I entertain none for 
myiolf. With my ardent heart what am I too i mmi g 
the mnltitade of men by whom I am surrounded, whose 
souls are petrified, who want to nse merely from the 
possibility of crushing their adversaries, and who thhyV 
nothing about their country a wlfaro ? 

When I shall be no more, my contemporaries 
bo able to say of me, He was the only rrmn capable of 
doing good because he had no further wishes to gratify 
others employ themselves only for their own benefit, never 
t hi n km g that they are chiMren of the tame c ountry 


•Wirered cp to ttcdcm, hta for the pni p u ee d (wwawlof the 
rd^eb who becteged hhn La hit pabce. She besn^hl bho to ncolkct 
that be «u the grudra of Henry IV and t^id Mtn tVai be oc^bU 
for the good of hU people cad the honour of hie cron to repibe the 
Leagi^re of the eighteenth cnntaty Loab XVI Iklcned to her 
bat while preadng hli wife to hU boeorii. b* ottered theee words. 
foB of tnrth cod good eeoee, ud whkh ought to be engtrrtd 00 
nxwQStents of brcM cad rocd by the gnmcUoss ere to com 
after oc, both Krrcrtfgoc cad p«opie •>- 

A rooocrch la oadoae the mocnent be t aiup c ali q with bla eoh* 
jecta. Sccrceiy doei he mchs one coacc— km before they deocod 
cnotber A fedsratlTe compcct. snni to la the midst of bc)’orKts. 
can nertf be adrcntageooa to the people nor katbig Tbo rtign 
of f*frrtr»n decide* It* daraxkci I here never thmgbt h belt to repel 
(orce by forte, bocense I here a horror of hloodabed. and beecsje 
my h<ni 4 « are eJear of the blood of Freachmem Madam you mart 
be rexlgned to periih with tna. Tl* not here opoe a maddened 
rabble, >>t> it becomea too to a laat eflort tw*i at that 

memorable alttiDg at the TenoLKOort. held at VtraalQe*, In 17®®, 
TTTwW my own eyoa that I conid and abcaild have made a deeWra 
rtiqJm y o£ tho toyal p ower I ahonld tho* have averted gnat avQ* 
and prevented en mmuo a crime*. Bat I beHeved In the pore In 
ttmtkma of the meat of thoeo who cat hi that fllesal auBtnbJy 
UnhappOv I ccmacotcd to temporifo. and took conned when I 
have empioyod vigorota meaanrea. I wanted to Impede the evil aw 
occasioned a atHl greator oo* by not extirpating It at h* bhth. tnd 
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selves to bnng about hts disgrace— an event wblch ra» 
about to happen The Eropeinra pnde iras mcnAsmg 
Hi9 o J lianco v?a3 courted — a arcumstanco which tended 
to iflcense other aoveragns against him and might famish 
materials for calumny Everybody desired and expected 
his downfall with concentrated exnltatkni Reflecting 
npon all this, the great politician saw or pretended to see, 
gronnd to hope that the marriage of Napoleon to Itaiia 
Louisa would stnlte fear Into the enemiee of his master 
and that ho would become more powtafol than ever 

I soon left the Tnflenes the officer cast hia teen glance 
aronnd the chAteau and called my attention to the conr 
tiern who were stilJ there and those who were a invirg 
Others, who had been in the habot of coanmg later to 
occupy my ante-chambers, came also but on leanang 
what had taken place, th^ likewise retired^ 

While entering the carnage to go to Malma i ao n , m 
compliance with the Emperor's orders, 1 cast a hut look 
at the place I was leaving Alaa 1 thought I the 
unfortunate Mana Antoinette also inhabited that didul 
abode and left it only to go to the Temple and thence 
to the scaffold I more fortunate than she, am only 
sacnliccd to the ambibcm of one man. That august pn 
Boner was a victim to the madness of an enraged and 
seditious populace who displayed before her eyes the 
standard of rebellion and crime while I am cruelly pun 
lehftd for bAVias presumed to faio ray place m the palace 
of longs " 

Having collected my thoughts, I found myself oo the 
road to Malmaison The horses, more fleet than usual, 
had already nearly accomplished the journey ^ 

1 The Emperor {«ft famDtdktaJy bit St Ci»A nhen ha 
for forty-olgtu boor* ilmort tnvWble to hl» coonicn Tbe itJrf 
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I arrived at Rued at mulnight All around me were m a 
profoiuid slumber I Iviiclt, and laising my hands and my 
heart to Hca%cn, prayed for him One of my women 

hastened to rescue me from this situation, the most painful 
1 had c\er }Ct e\pencnred I opposed hei and redoubled 
my fcriour. Soon 1 becaniL more tranquil, I shed tears, 
but the consolation uluth praici brought with it, soon 
dried them up ] pmsu.ulcd mjsclf that Napoleon was 
hut a tieaturc of dosuin, ind that he was more miserable 
than his Mctim , and this made me pity him as much as 
mjself 

1 his first night of ni\ e\i!c was painful indeed 1 
was aqiiatcd bj couMilsions, during which the persons 
who were watching wiih me v ere afraid to express either 
their hopes or their feii' I was for some hours in this 
critical state, and it v as onl\ tov .irds morning that the 
weeping and e\h,iU‘-ti«>n iiermitted me to close my eyelids 
] slept but i short time, md ^t,t iny waking was like that 
of one who is nroustd from a long lethargy Sometimes it 
seemed to me that the iwiiits which had so affected my 
feelings were far, fir behind im, in the bygone time, 

liL wLnt a huntin' in t! ' plain Ciatii n* ar tiic Grand Trianon Dis- 
mounting frun hi' caTia ( h a I* 1 Diiroc for a footman He then 
^ rote a letter to Jo c[ihin<' and • nt it li) the footman, urging him to 
be diligtat A mo n* it •’fttrvarf’ Naj'olton himself was on the foot- 
man s traces, and o ac-ln r! Malinai i lx fort Ins tnio} The Empress 
uttered a era o^ uirp'i'^' at Mt.iu him She threw herself into his 
arms, and a as for some mon< U comph tcK depnacd of the piowcr of 
utterance Haamg romc l<> Iit’'--',lf hir liars betrajed her But she 
was solaced b) the '■olenn i ur mcc l’< paae her, that, at all times, and 
under all circumstance-' lie v ouli! ht, h* r laest and most constant friend 
He gaac her permi sion to go and re ide at Ehsilc Bourbon, at avhic 
place she remained until near ihe time of his marriage avith Mana 
Uuisa He paid her frequent aril, up to that time which was so 
decisne of her fortune Ihe unfortunate woman ' Shcsti ove o 
HuUer herself that 

'OL It ^ 
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ftometimfts the recollection of my temble caUstropbe struck 
my imagmation only like the fleeting shadcms of a Tfream 
Again roused to n perfect sense of ray conditioo^ the 
shadowy mists of so rrow and an girmh rolled away from 
me, and I saw everything ns m broad daylight withont dis- 
guise, or emblem or image which could at ah hide from 
my eyes the cmel arrows with which the naked truth 
pierced my heart 

I arose and dressed without forming any plan any 
desire any object without even pausing to contemplatB 
an idea. I went and came without knowing where. 
Chance alone guided all my actions and though very 
far from being incHnod to read, 1 happened to lay my 
band on the poem, Tombeaox de St Deois. Witboot 
knowing what I was doing I opened the book, and should 
doubtless have shat it again had ! not been struck with 
the truth of the following lines, which have never sroce 
escaped from my memory — 

del I i frvuia r e»gr» U* grxado 

SooB on p nS dc 4cfaU deatearanl conrlwurAat 
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CHAPTER XII 

Thi he comes a moment when we become, as it were, 
familiar with the cause of our affliction After having 
broken our heart, its iveight presses heavily upon our other 
faculties We cannot speak, because we can utter nothing 
but stenle complaints and useless reflections , we weep no 
more, because we have exhausted the sources of tears , and 
our eyes become dry and and, like the heart of him who 
had caused our tears to flow Such was my situation 
towards the middle of my journey, when I fell asleep 
Slumber, till then, had been a stranger to me, and I had 
counted the hours of the night as well as of the day 
kladame de C (Pnncess of Ch ) came un- 

expectedly into my room She gazed at me for a long 
time with a look of deep concern, but at length, finding 
I had become more composed, she said, “ ’Tis you — ’tis 
you, indeed, my tender and faithful fnend ' Oh, thanks 
be to Heaven ’ I now begin to breathe The sight of you 
restores peace and hope to my afflicted heart ” Looking at 
one of my women, I said, “ That lady possesses my entire 
confidence We can speak ” With eyes suffused with 
tears, I pressed the hand of my former fnend, and said 
“Yes, the fatal blow is struck I have no longer a 
husband All my friends have abandoned me , pale, 
anxious, agitated, they move about at each other’s side, 
mthout even the courage to turn their looks upon me ' 

I Bonaparte, it is said, was displeased wth Madame de la R , 

because, having been attached to Josephine's service, she proposed to 
fufil the same duties towards the Empress Maria Louisa “ No,” said 
he, in an angry tone, " she shall not Although I am charged wnth 
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What aBicts m« most m my misfortoaet, ts tbo 
posifaon of my children My only auxiaiy is for them As 
to myself, I qmt the Court -without a regret but mv heart 
still cleaves to those -who need my guardian care, and I feel 
prepared to aid and protect all thoj^e who hai’e a ngbt to 
complain of the disgrace brought upon them by their 
master The change of my fortune does not pam me. A 
grassy seat a garden will make me happy enough \oq 
know well my tnend that I can appreciate the rh in njt of 
a modest and peaceful mode pf life — you have witnessed It 
bat the deep ingrahtade of that man hps inflicted a -woond 
apon my heart a wound which siiU bleeds. Among the 
throng of 6ilse friends who seemed particularly devoted 
to me, there waa not one to whom I would not have 
rendered the highest seme® and yet withjo a few fhort 
days, their conduct has destroyed all my confldencSf all my 
esteem Once I would with a feebng of perfect safety 

have placed mj hand m that of M or wnc the 

poison of hatred I regret to say affrets the purity of my 
intentions towards tbeni * Such contmoed I « my 
present situaticm what fs to follow is but (ho datant 
thunder ramblmg on the honson As yet I have auly seen 
the of the lightning and peace is for ever binfehed 
from my breast. 1 feel that 1 am In feet, on the brmk of 
a volcano, or on a land agitated by fngbtful tarthquakes. 
Bonaparte has throngB of flartcrers and nomerous fee*- 
Shotild he be compelled to descend from his throne their 

m^nabtodo tonnuii my wifia, I ^rW hate no ImltaWi — 

^jrtry>g the perton* ttbod fbe Is** hcowxed t.l\h her cmiJidepCB tsd 
h«ded with her fiTOcna. — ATtf/lf CcmMMtkaitJ 

I TbU ch»n#* of fortooe w«* not «o terribie to ber •• U 
h*v» to mEoy cthon to h«r altmUoa. She ftll the ^ * 

few nMl •dranta^ hat «be w** not by waaij 

noc fay a feeliis* of wotLoded vanity 
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treatment of him will be pitiless, because they know th.it 
they have made him dizzy and misled him Often have 
I told him that men always avenge themselves upon a 
dethroned sovereign for the humiliation and terror they felt 
in approaching him when at the height of his power A 
courtier is the most irreconcilable of foes, because his hatred 
anses from his sense of the abasement to which he w<is 
compelled to submit 

"Alas' his present triumph is that of pride, ambition 
and vanity I am flying from the scene, to conceal my 
gnef and my fnght 

" No, no, ’tis not for the throne, on which I was once 
seated b}' his side, that I mourn, nor for the loss of my own 
happiness, no, 'tis the destruction of his own My first 
prayer has ever been to know that he was happy , and to 
that prayer I joined another, that he might owe his good 
fortune to Josephine alone This latter being now nuga- 
tory, the first shall be the only one my lips shall repeat, 
even upon my dying bed I will speak to him only in 
behalf of my children 

" There are some humiliations of which the most 
wretched cannot become the object ivithout being heart- 
broken , and yet there are some things which transpii e 
in the world which it is impossible to understand, because 
they pertam to private interest, to arrangements which are 
concealed with an impenetrable veil ” Thus did I express 
myself, reposing my gnefs on the bosom of fnendship 

I had the consolation (if such it was), of knowing that 
every one pitied me, even men who were the coldest and 
most msensible Could I have been affected by anjdihing 
but my own anguish, it would have been by the flattenng 
consciousness that my dismission from Court had caused 
regrets even there 
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Bonaparte sought to stifle tte painful memory of what 
he had done by a yramey to RambonilleL* IhniDg ha 
stay there, his huthful advisera accelerated hi* divorce, 
and, at the end of three months, the marnsge contract 
between Bonaparte and Josephine was declared annnTW 
In spite of all that was odious in this catastrophe, by 
which my reason was tortured, mv other were 

not ■utterly destroyed, I received, but without any sign 
of emotion the intelligcnco that my husband -was about to 
gtve bis hand to the niece of the unfortunate Queen of 
France ^lana Antoinette Outraged though 1 had been 
by the treatment I had received, I felt in my heart do re- 
sentment whatever at this A sudden transport mingled 
with a thousand apprehensions adxed me, and changed 
the anxiety which had hitherto oppressed me into one 
of another tand ■which seemed to animate and revive me. 

Oh exclaimed f m my hearts folneas, may ha 
feliaty bo eternal I hfay his new compaman be to him 
an angel of peace! May that young and mterestnig 
prmcess while m France pursne no path but that of 
prospenty 1 

This iliustnous ailiance certainly flattered his vanhy 
so much BO even as to make him ovemtop the bounds of 
prudence. But no rehance could be placed upon condihoos 
imposed by necessity and exacted by the force of ofcafn* 
stances. 

At length, however that imposing solemnily loot 

I After the tajorarioo the Court of the ToDeria becanw tiniest 
deesned PecpJo reaocted Ihhber oailj to pkue ibo •oicrtlpi. Out 
fbo who had ao lately Inapired re^wet and adtnlimtiofl. wa* *e 
tbtffo to bo met wUh and the Emporor ooca romarttd to hi* many*, 
who wvra »tan<fln|f aroond bho, Ccntlonwn. wo tmnt todeod a*mt 
(iDodlng to Jcasphiwt) that a Cent wiOnS Itikt U • tfHn 
niti 
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place Bonaparte required my children to occupy the 
front rank m the ceremony, and my daughter was, as it 
were, forced to applaud, externally, her who had, by m- 
dissoluble vows, consecrated perjury and the violation 
of the most sacred legal nte 

Whatever may have been my attachment to Bonaparte, 
I can never recall the memory of it without reproachmg 
him for his unfeeling conduct towards Hortense I con- 
fess that, though my thoughts were sufficiently filled with 
bitterness, it was increased when I saw my daughter 
constrained to subscnbe to the new plan of life which he 
marked out for her I could not, ivith indifference, wit- 
ness the persecution of my children, they were not guilty 
of the faults it had pleased him to impute to me — and yet 
they were, equally with myself, the victims of his policy ’ 

As soon as it was possible for me to do so, I began to 
cause my thoughts and reflections to be presented to him, 
to assure him that a superior power, which I could not 
resist, had united my destiny to his , that, attracted by 
an irresistible charm which had once led me to fortune, 
I could never think of combating his new sentiments and 
opimons , that I should hold it to be my rigorous duty to 
respect the ties he had recently formed, although I could 
not help pitying the new Empress “ Henceforth,” con- 
tinued I, “my duty will hmit me to entertain the sole desire 
that a wiser genius may guide your steps, and force you 
to pause No ’ ’tis only with myself that 1 can now talk 
of you, and my prayer is that you may be brought back, if 


I I am assured that Josephine had the curiosity to witness the entry 
of Maria Lomsa into Pans, and that she ivas close by the Tnumphal 
Arch at the moment her fortunate nval was receivmg the congratula- 
tions of the constituted bodies If the fact was so, what must have 
been her suffenngs ! 
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it be still possible to a more correct idea of trua greatnm. 
Your own I admit, still mapires your people with profooud 
admirabon Bitt, alas I it but inspires me with pity for 
I look upon It only as a snare laid by the hand of 
Provideoce, to render your fall from power the more 
signal and stnlong and to render more impr essi ix the 
lesson which it will fonuah to longs,” 

A continual reverie absorbed mo dunng the first year 
of my divorce. I saw my health every day failing tiHl 
It became manliest to all that I waa wretched indeed 
And yet the tender and prudent 'sympathy of some faith 
fol fnends,* and therr fidelity m keepmg my secreti, 
concurred m some degree, to assuage my afflictions and 
at length more tranqmJ reflections snccccdod to the im 
pulses of despair Then I was unable to conceal from 
myself that all was lost even the hope of evtr seoofi 
Bonaparte again. 

I was one day wandering among the flowery shrulis 
and under the trees which suspended then' sweet smelhng 
garlands above ray head whoeo leaves were falling Uke 
hght snowflakes around mo. I was resting myself on a 
grassy mound surrounded by a hillock on whose suramitt 

Of tbii utunber wui the Ccnmt«a of Modewrolwi, that cwtlknt 
l»dy who did not ahandoQ JowphlM In bor miiforticMS A« 

ftltojctber to appear at tbo TnUerle* the Emperw hod ahnou 
foiyottca bar fiSe peuMd her daja chiefly at and about ilalmai'X, 
leaving eariy in the mm-rring sad not rttnmlng to Paj-h tlfl 
gbft thoofht howenw »ba might accept an InTftallon to a haD ^ 

the mlnlrtcr t) Napolecai. dirthignlahlng her amoog a cro*d ol 

conrtJora, pr ea en ted her to the £mpn« Maria Louisa, and 
pay for the education of her ton. She dared not refers By 
the place of got erne aa of the King of Rome the loat all 
eoei^ Joeophhie. at which she was deeply afli/cted and oftea dJ^ 
woman, wbo was as good a mother as ate was ao exceUent * Ifc UWiK 
Tirwt.^ tba gilded ranits of the Tofletfes. recall with a sigh the 
hoars sha had spent with tha cs Enrpress at M al m a li oct, 
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were waving the tops of the majestic poplars that shaded 
the a\enue to Malmaison The ground was clothed with 
the \erdure of early summer, the sun was shining in the 
cloudless sky, and the air uas loaded with perfume The 
scene was MMfynig, and the joy of the animate creation 
i\as c\er} where Msible — in the flowei, in the flitting of 
birds, in the gentle breathings of the zephyr , all tended 
to recall to ni} hcail the memory of my past felicity, of 
the more forlunale period of m> life Ra\ished at the 
enchanting and consoling spectacle, mj spirit seemed to 
leap from its woildlj woes, and enjoy m full fruition the 
niagnificenco of the scene But, alas’ the picture, fresh 
and seductne as it was, was to me as if it had not been 
My soul .md m\ ejes wore wandering along the route 
which led to Si Cloud “ In the d.iys of my felicity,” 
said 1 to mjsclf, sighing and weeping at the thought, 
“ in m} dajs of bliss, these trees were clothed with 
\erdurc, as at present these groves w'crc filled w'lth 
flowers, these fields bre ithed perfume” 1 could not 
finish the thought, but, with bitterness of spirit, com- 
pared that smiling epoch of my life to the present painful 
moment Again 1 cast mj tear-brimining eyes towards 
the St Cloud road, and perceived the brilliant cortege of 
the Empress, on her return to Pans She v as alone m 
the midst of the pomp that surrounded her ’ Tsapoleo^ 

i The Emperor ’ ould often ‘icnd word to the grand tc i,er to detain 
the Empress Mana Louma at the nding-school and \ ould tale ad\an- 
tage of this moment of hbertj to go and surprise his nld fuctul at 
Malmaison Thej r’alfed together in the garden Their intercourse 
was eas\ and the\ were often ‘^een arm in arm, engaged in familiar 
conversation He one daj related to her an incident that had occurred 
to Madame Montesquieu on the canal in the garden of Versailles She 
was in a small boat v hich v as nearlj up^et and her Court dress ^as 
badlj staine-d ' I laughed a good deal, said Zsapoleon, at the 
accident, and the more hecau^'c I Vne that she had accej^ted m3 
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It bo sou posmhJc, to a more correct idea of true grateca 
Your own I admit atiU uiapirea your people with prefcaoii 
admiration But aka 1 it but mspitos me with pity for 
I look upon It only aa a anare, laid by the hand of 
Providenco to render yonr fail fonm power the mote 
aignai and attOarig and to render more imptessTo the 
lesson 'Which it mil fomiah to kings. ” 

A continual revene absorbed me daring the first year 
of my divorce. I saw my health every day fnilirg md 
rt became mantCeat to all that I rvas Tnetched indeed 
And yet the tender and prudent sympathy of some 
fxxl fhsnds^ and their fidelity m keeping my secrets, 
concurred m some degree, to assuage my afibchons and 
at length more tranquil reflechona succeeded to the un 
pulses of despair Then I was unable to conceal from 
myself that all was lost even the hope of ever seeiriR 
Bonaparte agaiQ 

I was one day wandering among the flowery shruhs 
and onder the trees which suspended their sweet smeliinp 
garlands above my head whose leaves were falling He 
light snowflakes aroond me. I was resting myjdf on a 
grassy mound surrounded by a hillock, on whose sumnuls 

t Of thU Eomlw tb» Ccwmtaea of Mociogiriwi thaiewdlttl 
lady 'wbo did not abandon Joaophino fa ber iniafortoMa. Af •!>« barf 
c«tt*ed aJtt^eticr to appear al th® ToSleriea. ll>e E ippei w had alotia 
forgotten her She paased bar day* chiefly at ctmI aboel UaltBfcHcn, 
taaring eariy tn the ojaminfc and not retnnrfaj to Poria tHI ijnfle 

She tiot^hi, bowfiref th* mlfht accu^a an laYilatiooloaball piwnl^ 

tbfi iVtiIwt D — Jfapofaon. dlatlngofabinf her aatotar a 

coortijr*. pro*antod b« to the Eroprt** ilari* Looiia, and proper-^ *o 
par for the cdncalloo of her aon. She dared not refo*B. By •ccefww 
the place of gowDOts of the Knj: of lUaJie. »he loat afl oppotttmity ^ 
aeeliif Jcwipliloe. at which *ho wa* deeply afflicted and often dU 
woman, who ma as pood a mother aa eh* was an wictllent wffc ihooRo 
TnyW the (Oded vaults of the Toneriea, recall with ft sigh th* pfea^ 
bocr* she bad spent vrllh the ex Hmprets at Mslmaisoei. 
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were waving the tops of the majestic poplars that shaded 
the avenue to Malmaison The ground was clothed with 
the verdure of early summer , the sun was shmmg in the 
cloudless sky, and the air was loaded ivith perfume The 
scene was vnufymg, and the joy of the animate creation 
was everjrwhere visible — in the flower, in the flitting of 
birds, in the gentle breathmgs of the zephyr , all tended 
to recall to my heart the memory of my past felicity, of 
the more fortunate penod of my life Ravished at the 
enchanting and consolmg spectacle, my spirit seemed to 
leap from its worldly woes, and enjoy in full fruition the 
magnificence of the scene But, alas * the picture, fresh 
and seductive as it was, was to me as i£ it had not been 
My soul and my eyes were wandermg along the route 
which led to St Cloud “ In the days of my felicity,” 
said I to myself, sighing and weeping at the thought, 
“ in my days of bhss, these trees were clothed with 
verdure, as at present , these groves were filled ivith 
flowers, these fields breathed perfume ” I could not 
finish the thought, but, with bitterness of spint, com- 
pared that smilmg epoch of my life to the present painful 
moment Again I cast my tear -brimming eyes tonards 
the St Cloud road, and perceived the brilliant cortege of 
the Empress, on her return to Pans She was alone in 
the midst of the pomp that surrounded her ^ Napoleon 


I The Emperor would often send word to the grand ku}ir to detain 
'the Empress Mana Louisa at the nding-school and \ ould take advan- 
tage of this moment of liberty to go and surpnse his fmnd at 
Malmaison They walked together in the garden Their intercourse 
was easy, and they were often seen, arm m arm, engaged m familiar 
conversation He one day related to her an incident that had occurred 
to Madame Montesquieu, on the canal m the garden of Versailles Sh- 
was in a small boat, which was nearly upset, and her Court drrs- ^ 
badly stamed ” I laughed a good deal ’ said h'aooleon ' at th" 
accident, and the more because I knev' that she h^d accepted m 
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some spint ever ready to warn yon of the whtcb 

threatens you ! Listen Yon have filled the world with 
your glory yon have reached the summit of greatness 
lot this satisfy you Yon thmk yon have mounted ever> 

step of fortune s ladder and yet there is one 

Yes, Josephine, ho exclaimed with eyes beaming 
With pleasure and hope, yes, it still remains to me to tile 
one more step Your words are to mo a prophetic promoe 
smce it la thou thyself, my tender ond beloved fnend, aho 
still deigns to make it a subject of reflection 

Do we understand each other Bonaparte? said I 
You can acoorapUsh that step only by givmg peace to 
your people. For such a man as Bonaparte ought to 
malce himself eternally glonoos and beloved by closing 
the Temple of Jaaus Then will you ensure the kstnig 
good of the people subject to your domimoQ 

That is your opinion Josephine. There wflJ be 
always time for that 

Still urged on by an mdefinable sensation 1 exclaimed 
Bonaparte, has your good fortune fascinated you? ^oo 
govern France half of Europe tremble* at your name 
powerful monarchs buy your friendship but like the 
poorest man in the world you are master only of the 
passing moment and hn'o no power over the future. 
Everything is subject to destiny which oierthrows the 
greatest empires and brings even worlds to an cod. Do 
you wish my friend to see a striking example of it? 
Listen once more to Josephine. 

An author once published a book with a siogubr 
title This book was entitled. Subterranean Rome a 
title full of instruction and truth which impressed if 
['self even upon the extemnl s en se s that there isus a 
buntd Reott the image of which the living Rome was 
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one day lo become This picture, Bonaparte, sliould 
produce a powerful efiect upon your grandeur -]ovjn/:( 
mind It uill render jou, for a moment at least, a 
philosopher for I pcrccuc that you understand the 
force of the sublime illustration Yes, that picture re- 
\eals another France, not the France jou now behold, 
composed of grand dignitanes, generals, heads of families, 
all this IS but the surface of France But it e' hibits to 
\ou the internal state of France, suhicnancan Fiance, for 
there is another France under our feet Let us descend 
to it — go down, pass among the tombs which arc in the 
bosom of the earth — lift up the stones hat do ac 
sec’ What inhabitant"^, good God' what citizens' 
what monarchs' \ hat an empire’ You v ill ha\e time 
to think of this, Bonaparte ' The most absolute man 
ne\er act could sa\ that he voiild bnng his undertak- 
ings to a close I c f dare affirm it ' Yc i • ho depend 
upon c\er}bod} around }ou— .hose ruin is doomed 
b} thousands of men vho arc as cunning as the; are 
w icked ' 


“E' cedent woman, '=aid ne “ 
nnpo>nng fetters upon all m} foes 
the last blo% / musi decide tre 


that s -zi'j mot.’ 
I am about to 
fate of Europe 


e fo- 
stnke 
Tne 


(lescendant of Peter the Great is aiyOuw .o to w.oe 

laws *’<hich Xapoleon shall see ..o - yose — m 

You see josepmre, I am mount ng n- on the 

ladder ’ 

“ ‘ Sfli nv''-" great Goa' — a’ar. ' aa: ce'^on -n- 
■^Dires ’ ou — ro’’ eas^ ' gj'o .t t-e o. -O e 

and secure’ Rc’-o-nce the ’-a” r.osma- 

“I cannot foiio ' jrOur ac.-oe 

“ Bonaparte "^bojld >ci truct .o ^ent_,_ =_o„, 

)ou haoe conddence in m/ oea-- ^ j 
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be more happy and perhaps more -mse. Pardon my 
anxiety said 1 BonowfuUy hut remember yow mis- 
fortunes will soon be at their flood* 

Alas I Reason pleads m vain when passion calculates. 
Those whom she directs infect everybody d» ailefice 
la gtdlt calmness aodibon 

Bonaparte soon disappeared and I heard nothing hot 
the sound of hi* retiring fooUlepa* Oh how quickly 
doc* everything take place upon earth I 

I had made myself drunk for one brief moment 
with the most c-hnrmiog lUosions I had once more felt 
the pleasure of bmng loved Again refleebon succeeded 
to these raptures, and I presumed to lift the vwl of 
hope.^ But my illusion soon vanished. The Empress 
Mana Loum wa* about to become a mother and on 
the day when all France seemed to eiaflt at this event 
Josephine, alone, sad and forsaken at Malmaiaon had do 
other consolation than tears and no other arms but 
philosophy She said to herself 

Here, tug^ard dlaconleot ilill haimtx ay t1«« 

The ecabre penioa relco* in erory placa." 

A profound silence reigned arcrund roe Court comers 
filled the chfl-teau of the Tuflenes, which was too small 
to contain the throngs of the conoos. The birth of tbe 
King of Rome completely turned Napoleon s head (69) 

An hpnf was bom and his immense cmpiro secincd now 
too mcu Tnacjibod fur Vos wntntion 

The conquest of Russia was now determined 00 

I Jrw jihlrip , tl A irmVwl boll W ibo CCMTl tddrtwl 

xiaHfc T mt— gba vn droaod tH She (Jecehvd tnaBJ 

pervems by repeatedly dunging her coloun bet ilu 
faiowTi, ttTO to tbft Kaporor nbo vrms greatly ammed by tbe part 
flbe ecteil 
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Great preparations were ordered Bonaparte was no 
longer a man , his flatterers transformed him into a 
demi-god 

“ All his desires are accomplished ' ” shouted the 
rabble He wanted a son, and fate crowned his most 
ardent -wish ^ I alone remamed mute and unconcerned 
in the midst of the general joy , some involuntary mur- 
murs escaped me, it is true , but I, nevertheless, feigned 
to participate in the joy of that event I did more , I 
testified a desire to see the heir - apparent (70) My 
friends had some difficulty in convincing me of the m- 
convenience of this request , and it was mentioned to 
Napoleon “ But why,” said he, without reflectmg, 
“ why not show him to her ? ” But, perceiving the 
delicacy of the thing, he afterwards rephed, “ It will 
cause Josephme too great an effort , I will not suffer 
it On the contrary, let the infant be kept from her 
She will reflect \vith angmsh that she is not its mother ” 

Time, reflection and, more than all, necessity and 
endurance, at length restored peace to my mmd I 
flattered myself, and not without good reason, that 
Napoleon would remam the protector of my children 

Each mommg, as early as the birds, with their me- 
lodious concerts, hailed the nsmg sun, I took pleasure 
in addressing my prayers to the Eternal for my husband 
and-'those whory I loved This sweet and consoling 

I The page who brought to the Empress Josephme the news 
that her lucky rival had a son. received from her, as the price of 
such a nussion, a magnificent ring, which the ex-Empress took from 
her own finger This jewel was worth probably twenty thousand 
francs "I am, I suppose," said she, good-humouredly, "bound 
to acknowledge, as a sovereign, the receipt of the news of the birth 
of the ICing of Rome May this event as Napoleon has flattered 
himself it would do, add to his happmess, and enable him, hence- 
forth, to live in peace " 
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habit kept my mind m a dwpoaibcm which constitoted 
tny joy and my blise 

After snnnse, when the tiUera of the soO cotnmen«d 
their kbours it was my (; 3 istom to take long walk* I 
sometimes followed the labourer s cart and took plearore 
m converamg with him During my residence at Mol 
maison the best nndentandmg wbested oinoiig all the 
neighbour*, I was the artntress of all their differences, 
and conciliated the most opposite interests, 

I did not wait to have tny aaaistance implored I 
searched out those who were m distress and m poaring 
consolation mto the bosom of want, it was easy to see 
from ray emotiotis, that I still regarded myself as the 
happiest of women Then indeed I feJidUted myself 
that 1 had been elevated to a rank and coo&eqneoce 
which enabled me to bestow the boimtiM of beneficence. 

Bonaparte himself often said, m speaking of me, How 
guilty would bo the mortal who should lot aiupt the trail 
quiUlty which Josephmo i» beginiung to taste, I have 
taken an oath. — it is my duty to see that her peace b 
not disturbed for the rest of her life — her aohtude shall 
be respected 

Ho soon gave me a new estate and I went to anunate 
by my presence the anaent chfiteau of Namrre ( 71 ) 
Xly taste for country bfe became more and more en 
grosmng I sighed for the return of spring and at length 
the month of March arrived to lend winga to the dreams 
of my imagination The delicate ^^de^ emWcfn ol 
modesty began to perfume the air The sun with m 
creaerag warmth fructified the earth wnth his rays* “ I 
am ao happy here, wrote 1 to Napoleon that I could 
Vwinlah the memory of the events which have hrooght 
me to retreat were I able to fofget that you were 
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once my husband But the hope of seeing you again, 
even in a happier life, still fills my heart and occupies 
my thoughts I try to elevate myself into the region 
of the future Ah, Bonaparte, you ought to realise here 
below that our earthly evistence is of too little value to 
induce us to forget that another awaits us ' Reflect, O 
my fnend, reflect that the most obscure subject in your 
empire is far happier than you — reflect that you have 
never tasted true happiness Yet you think to compass 
It when, with bold hand, you trace out plans of foreign 
war or internal policy , because then your imagination, as 
active as your intellect, and as fruitful as your genius, leads 
)ou forw'ard into the boundless field of hope There, and 
always under the most seductive hues, you perceive the 
object you wash to attain Your self-love, the first among 
your courtiers, the most dangerous among your flatterers, 
breaks down all barriers, overthrows all obstacles, and 
conceals all the yawning gulfs beneath Because, forsooth, 
one luclcy constellation shone upon your early path, you 
think you are never to go astray The execution of the 
rashest projects seems easy to you The useless weeds that 
cling to the precipice for you transform themselves into 
amaranths , and beyond, you percen e nothing but laurels 
and palms O Bonaparte ’ is this, then, happiness ^ No, 
’tis all illustnous pain, pain w^hich none other can share 
wnth you Yes, you are the architect of the errors which 
have destroyed you , and when, more modest in my desires, 
more simple in my tastes, possessing better inspirations in 
my idea of happiness, I took pleasure in planting some 
flowers along your path, ’twas yourself, ’twas your owm 
hand, that caused them to pensh beneath the ice of social 
conventions ” 

My heart was long a stranger both to the sentiments 
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of pleasure and of pain. Joy was for ever bamshed from 
my mind and tears, which I never ceased to shed at 
length reheved me 

Bonaparte prepared to visit Holland and the HonwaUc 
Towns but the son in law of the Emperor of Germany 
dreamed only of mvasion He had united to France, under 
the name of the department of the Mouths of the Rhme, 
all the country atuated cm the left KnnV of that nver as 
well as that situated between the course of the B al and 
that to the west of the Dogue and he also again took 
possession of the Island* of Walcheren, South Beveland 
North Bgveland Schoven and Tholen under the name of 
the department of the Mouths of the Scheldt The Kmg 
of Holland bad, on his part done all in bis power to render 
prosperoos and happy a nation so deserving as the Dutch 
It appeared that the hnutx of the Court had caused hic 
brother the Emperor, to take umbrage at the King's 
conduct That unhappy kingdom soon became but a 
bloody and mangled body Secret and ambitious agent* 
fanned the fixes revolt and Loma, unable to do the 
good he would preferred to deacend voluntarily from the 
throne of Holland 

The ex monarch could have wished to abdkate in 
favour of his son but ho foresaw that Napoleon wooH 
not sanction such an act ou the part of a gotruroect 
which he despised- 

Jjams had long vindicated with firmness, at the 
Court of France, the independence of ha ettates, and 
the Emperor had promised to respect it and yet he 
aacnficed it to lying perfidious Insmuabon*. 

Hia first act of aoverognty over the United ProWnces 
was to order a report to be made to him which should 
make him acquainted with their true condition. Amooff 
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other things, the report contained the following “ The 
present King has, during his reign, protected the lives of 
all persons without exception In Holland there hath 
been perfect security for every individual who sought only 
tranquillity He has ever been opposed to the law of 
circumstances , Such laws, he hath often said, do nothing 
but estabhsh evils -without remedying them, because their 
execution, necessanly arbitrary, is always entrusted to the 
passions ” 

R de St Jean d’A argued m this wise to his 

master, the Emperor, that small states which have had 
their o-wn laws, theu own distmct hving and active 
prmciple, are perpetually chafing and strugghng against 
the laws of all the states by which they are surrounded 
In pohtics they realise the mgenious chimera of Descartes 
respecting whirlwinds They react -with all their force 
agamst the bodies that press upon them Their strength 
increases in proportion as that of others is diminished 
When they cease to be violently compressed, they expand 
themselves -with great rapidity In a short time, one be- 
comes at a loss to account for, or to hmit, their progress 

“ This,” said the Emperor, “ must be prevented by 
erecting dykes To this end ’tis necessary to unite Holland 
to France , it -will be the necessary consequence of the re- 
union of Belgium to France And besides, ’tis the hea-viest 
blow that I could give England 

“As to the son of Louis,^ he shall enjoy my kind 

I On receiving the young Prince at St Cloud, Napoleon said to 
him, “ Come, my son, I will be your father You shall lose nothing 
My brother's conduct afflicts my heart, but his sickness may explain it 
tVhen you shall become great you ^vlU pay his debt as well as your own 
In whatever position my policy or the interests of my empire may place 
you, never forget that your first duty is to me, your second towards 
France All your other duties, even to the people I entrust to you, 
must be postponed to these ” 


12 — 2 
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of pIcaEnro and of pun Joy wEs for etm banfahod from 
my nnnd and teare, winch I never ceajed to ahed «t 
relieved me, 

Bonaparte prepared to vialt Holland and the HanaeatK 
Towns but the son m law of the Emperor of Gertoany 
dreamed only of invasion. Ho had united to France, under 
the name of the department of the Mouths of the Rhine, 
all the country situated on the left bant of that mer as 
well as that situated between the ctrarae of the Wal and 
that to the west of the Dogue and he ntno again took 
possession of the lalands of Walcberen, South Beveland, 
North Beveland Schoven and Tholen under the name of 
the department of the Mouths of the Scheldt The Kmg 
of Holland had on his part, done all in his power to render 
prosperons and happy a nation so deserving as the Putch 
It appeared that the htnuU of the Conn bad caused hts 
brother the Emperor to take umbrage at the King’s 
conduct That unhappy longdom soon became but t 
bloody and mangled body Secret and ambitions agents 
fanned the hues -of revolt and Loms, unable to do the 
good he would, preferred to descend voluntarily from the 
throne of Holland 

' The ex monarch could have wished to abdicate in 
favour of his son but b© foresaw that Napoleon would 
not sanction such on act on the part of a goN-wnmort 
which he despised 

Louis had long vindicated with firmness, at the 
Court of France, the independence of hjs estates, and 
the Emperor had promised to respect it and yet he 
sacnficed it to lying perfidious inslnaations. 

His first act of sovereignty over the United Pro%mce» 
was to order a report to be nude to him which shoaH 
him acquainted with their true conditxra vVmOTg 
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other things, the report contained the followang “ The 
present King has, dunng his reign, protected the lives of 
all persons without exception In Holland there hath 
been perfect security for every individual who sought only 
tranquillity He has ever been opposed to the law of 
circumstances Such laws, he hath often said, do nothing 
but establish evils without remedying them, because their 
execution, necessarily arbitrary, is always entrusted to the 
passions ” 

R de St Jean d'A argued in this ^vlsc to his 

master, the Emperor, that small states which have had 
their oivn laws, their own distinct h\ing and actue 
pnnciple, are perpetually chafing and struggling against 
the laws of all the states by which they are surrounded. 
In politics they realise the ingenious chimera of Descartes 
respecting w'hirhvmds They react with all their force 
agamst the bodies that press upon them Their strength 
increases in proportion as that of others is dimimslied 
When they cease to be \Tolenlly compressed, the) expand 
themselves wth great rapidity In a short time, one be- 
comes at a loss to/tccount for, or to limit, their progress 

“ This,” said the Emperor, “ must be prevented b) 
erecting dykes To this end ’tis necessary to unite Holland 
to France, it ^vlll be the necessary consequence of the re- 
union of Belgium to France And besides, 'tis the heancst 
blow that I could give England 

“As to the son of Louis,^ he shall enjoy my kind 

I On receiving the young Pnnee at St Cloud, Napoleon sud lo 
him, •• Come, my son, I will be your father You shall lose nothing 
My brother’s conduct afflicts my heart, but his sickness may csplain it 
When you shall become great you w ill pay his debt .is v ell as j our o\\ n 
In whatever position my policy or the interests of my empire ma\ pkacf 
you, never forget that your first duty is to me, your second tow-ards 
France All your other duties, e\en to the people I entrust to voii 
must be postponed to these " ^ ' 

12 — 2 
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protectjon He shall keep the Grand Dnchy of Berg 
until I am pleased to make some other provision for him ” 
Thus spake the Soverei^ to his ministers, snrroonded 
by a group of senators * who all attentive to hia slightest 
gesture, applauded m advance hia marvellous coucept^ons^ 
But at length this astonishing man, whose genioi 
grasped sometimes, all the diffiareot means which tend 
to build up or destroy empires, yielding to high and 
powerful considerations, deaded to fulfil his vow to the 
clergy A national council was opened- The old bishops 
of France and Italy with mitre on head utid cross m 
hand, were by turns to plead the cause of the peojd® 
ag a i n .- t the great, and that of the sovereign against those 
prates who were call e d jjtctious- The majority of the 
clergy aaid Bonaparte m appearance h\em peace. They 
are like enemies forced to unite tc^ether by the snpenor 
strength of the common antagmust and wait on oppot 
tumty to deal secret but deadly Wows, At present all 
I want is to have them adopt the four propoations of 
Bossuot For the rest, I shall not depart from that maxim 


I KspoleoQ io 1807 WM Infontted thal Un KsialtTTt had oe band the 
torn of I 5y> 000 franc* n Tho aaQale, haWnf coma to hbs h> a 

body to p roe a t tbeir re^Mctm, he called the ponen and a»iwl thaff I»» 
rnncb moaej they bad on hand. Stre they replied, “ wo hate t ok 
tain amocnt, to be mro. trtit cannot now state rta^y wbal hi*. — Wi. 
wen «ld ho Rato about how mnch. — "We mmt rtpaot to Yoof 
\lajecty that h i* hupDwfWo. — “ Ht huM t »ld be ' I am better 
Informed than yoa to I know that you have now at jw 
I tooica, and procinio yoor latenttoi fa to male good ateofU. 

Sire, they replied we had Intended that ram to erect a ruoownetit 
to tl» ftoy of Yoor Majesty — Then* b no oeed of that, laW be 
“ The Inhabitants of the Paoboorg Salat^Genaaln *»fc to tb* re- 
dtablhhment of the Odfoo. Yon will make yoraselres agreeable to 
the Empre** by glring her came to that iheattv- Tb* depiUi^ 
retired, obtained Joeophina • coMWt, and ibo *011310 re-e»tabUtbed 
the halL 
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of the Gospel, which commands men to ‘ render unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s ’ ” 

Several high dignitaries of the Church, victims to their 
zeal on behalf of the Sovereign Pontiff, were languishing 
in pnson at Vincennes , others were under accusation for 
having circulated clandestinely the Pope’s bull, placing 
the French Empire under an interdict, and denouncmg 
pains and penalties against its head The Abb6 d’ Astros, 
Grand Vicar of Notre Dame, was thrown into confine- 
ment , the Minister of Public Worship, Portahs, was 
exiled, and the missionanes of Mont-Val6nen dispersed 
A regiment of the guard was ordered to carry the place 
by assault, unless it should surrender at discretion , and 
it was forbidden, in any event, to grant the least symptom 
of a capitulation to the good fathers 

1 felt a special interest in the Abbe de Boulogne, 
who had been commended to my favour by an old nun 
of Panthemont I spoke to Bonaparte about him, and 
told him the abbe’s conscience would not permit him to 
submit to his wishes “ I am sorry for it,” said he, “ both 
on his account and my own I might have made him an 
archbishop , he would have preached the Lent sermon 
to my Court without imitating the intolerable dryness of 
the Bishop of Senez, but mth that becorping moderation 
and pious zeal which ought ever to charactense a Catholic 
minister and make him respected ” Such was the answer 
which he transmitted to me by a page 

He quitted the capitaP for the purpose of visiting his 
new possessions E-^erything around him seemed to take 
new life , a concert of benedictions accompanied him , 
Mana Louisa graced his tnumph — for was it not a 

I He left Compiegne on the 19th of September, and returned the 
beginning of November ^ 
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tnamph indeed to have at his side the daughter of so 
many Kings, and to know that the had borne him an hex 
to hla throne 

During Bonaparte e absence Malmaiton became again 
what It had once been It was thronged with coorbert 
from the Tinlenes, who homed thither to Jansh their in 
cense upon me. They compared my own brilliant days 
with those of the princess who succeeded me. The taco 
of my husband s time and tastee found it difficult to cndore 
the German gravity and fatigmng etiquette which reigned 
around the new Empress It is true she was in the habit 
of receiving them with an air of goodness but never forgot 
the respect that belonged to her great name. The ladies, 
moreover who had never ceased to shine at my Cocrt 
saw themselves thrown into the shade at hers. Hence, 
secret mnrmnrs arose, which the echoes from the saloons 
did not fail to repeat Next scandal took up the sound, 
and certain personages, whose names I couM here mention 

particularly M de B made pcrfidwtia report* upon 

the subject to their master on bis return and drew down 
upon me unjust censure. 

The Sovereign a arrival at Pans was hailed with eo 
thusiaam The people thought the peace permanent and 
began to bo sensible of its salutary influence. Paris, that 
unique dty a aty which contains such discordant eJonents, 
enjoyed a degree of tranquillJty and abundance, which wrrc 
duo to her own luxury and to the foreign \'i5iton who then 
crowded thither to admire and gi^’e activity to her tnano 
factures the progress of which was carefully watched by 
the Emperor in person * My situation was the jome as 


I The Emperor rdoined from IIoDaad ettebaated bet 
channed him most was the idea that ibe Dutch had *dop*rd W’ 
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dnnng liic },oir of In^- union with tin. .uchchirlu 

St C loud noic au' nil the I'^pictof i p ilan’ of t in h intmcnt, 
md nn o\mi modi.''t ‘-ohliule ^ot nn d to he foijtotten My 
dnuithttr in a manner tonipiilLd to ajipi u at Court 

1 ho iramn.r*' and doinLanonr of tin 1 inpit''-, v.ire not 
such 1 “^ to innKi lIortLn ‘'0 I'^hnind of In i inotln i Ihi'' n. 
piobd-iU — but. nh^* hnv p nnfnl iniKl hut bi ' n the le 
coIIn none of her In ut — •-he ofitn < aine to ‘ eo nn , <ind 
eecaied eurpnecd TV inypiaiefnl u npi itnm Alie' I inul 
Tt lT:^t forpotten what I Ind h-'en, ind thoii'^dit onl} of ulnl 
I wT'-hed to be 1 In p' r^oiie coinpOHinj^ in\ InniTeliold 
eucmcd V J1 i<;ef).ted, and 1 cnjo)(<i donie'’tn pe ice v ith 
out sniil Ma friends eatne and odnentd iin Ion;,' v iiitei 
L\iriiii,e and the pit T'-ure I receued fioin tin ir seen ty v .is 
''S,ne cn nt'iea-^Ttinn hrr the lO'S of v h it I ind enjojed in 
lie sphnniu’ snirei s m ahull I hit! oiu e moved Mj son 
feat up T rt',uhr correspj .d* .n e v ith me, and 1 v ts 
' ir.itiiii ! inthttl, to 1 nov tint he \ n in tin (njo^nnnt of 
ins nv'i e^v vnhes 'J he pood Ln^ene ' — he a as adon d 
in It d\ Ilereifter, thought 1, he , ill be regretted tlnrc, 
iM I ■'hill be there to coaiforl tho t v ho may 'orrov, for 
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him ^ perhaps, even, it is rescnrod for me to afford him con 
solation And thus the tune passed oiu My mode of life 
■was quite umfoitn I was never alone, though I know well 
how to shun the gilded boes who were constantly buning 
and swarming on the road from Pans to St. Qoud, and who 
often made thdr appearance at the gates of my cbAteaa 
TTwaa necessary to please the master 

The minister of war Clarke (7a) visited me regularly 
He said to me one day with an air of deep concern, 
Madam the Emperor baa powerful foes the conduct 
of M de Csermchoff whose mtentions I do not compre- 
hend explains to us a great problem That foreigner 
has left Pans stealthily he bga acquired a knowledge of 


t^ie stTOTg^ and situation of the different corps of the 
w6^ ^ husband s plans bare reached 
RuL ttemselve®®®*** ^ wisely on this o c ca a cm 

raurmursP^ ^ money the time is past 

wl^ not fail to f ® ^ tnomph opened 

to l^ertam porscn necessary to save France 

Wcularly M dlS the treaty of the xith of rcbnmy 
subject to true only so loog 

« SV me ^ ^ ^ 

<^®^e Sovereign s'X oven or odd The con\-ersation 
gfopPtftcm The pec^dom saw Bonaparte and tbocght It 
not r^ to Ijo senaibl-o ^ anything u pon this subject 

^e dty a dty ^ fanpr^od wUh the tboofti ihn 
herjnnred a degree ofold prove ephero*i*L He fioe* too £ir 

ifiL liiT*^ or I*t« upon tlionij nnd of piUOn, 

jpoiT edrcit tad lo^than bc.»bo. 

hi »=» ^ ocorioo hh till. » tiD 

•vl'winkadhInfciioa*aE70?Vfc_Qtjjjjpynej. TtmeJn 

‘11 dj»»afiiar it ibe wbo5e wif nt i ^ ^ to nuie 
^ meet hiu end. Boca p me. hirt tbe ertV 

nViable «aJ cncoaqagable, *111 eo i» wUb f%er> 

'' -ceodlng from tt* ihroce and Ktisi 
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He, however, came to take leave of me The moment 
he came withm heanng, he said, “ Madam, I am going 
to frighten the North ^ I have just learned that Russia 
has protested agamst the reunion of the Duchy of Olden- 
burg to France, that’s enough to fight her and conquer 
her My brother Alexander will be but too happy should 
I be pleased to grant him peace 

“ Ah > ” said I, “ you are at the apex of your glory, 
and stdl thirst to add bnghtness to it. Fortune, thus 
far your faithful fnend, may abandon you the day you 
march upon Moscow Do not, I pray you, imitate other 
sovereigns, who, hke the common herd of men, forget 
the future while they are occupied with the present In 
circumstances of difficulty the irresolute man acts a mixed 
part, which leads him to his nun Concentrate your 
forces m Germany, but go no farther I would re-estab- 
hsh the kmgdom of Poland — provided, always, you are 
allowed time and power to do so ” 

But of what use is advice in such a case ? How will 

1 In the winter of iSir, large bodies of troops were marched mto 
Germany They were evidently directed against Russia At the 
opening of the legislative body, m 1811, Napoleon declared that the 
preparations for war agamst Russia had mcreased the expenses of 
that department one hundred niilhons of francs It was at the same 
session that he announced that the Penmsular War would end with 
a thunder-clap , that a pnest (that is to say, the Pope) could not act 
as a sovereign, though a few years before he had created the pnmacy 
of Ratisbonne He did not then much expect that it was he who 
was to be struck by the thunder-bolt and that, despite his new pnn- 
ciples, a Sovereign Pontiff would yet be found m that kmgdom which 
\vas nominally his son’s — De Pradt 

2 Possibly Napoleon thought it would be as easy for him to possess 
himself of the person of the Emperor Alexander as it had been to 
seize the Spanish Prmces But the Cdbmet at St Petersburg was 
not directed by a Don Godoy — the great monarch numbered as many 
friends as subjects Flatterers only entered his palace and roamed 
about it, they were not admitted to his confidence 
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yon Rtraigbtca a shrub that has acqrared the atrength of 
ycATB m taking a false direction ? At most all that cm 
be done is to prevent or retard its fell by artifiaal top- 
portfi I made no effort — or at least, did but bttle— 
to divert him from his grand purpose foreseemg that 
my attempts "wtmld bo vain. BoskIbs, ho was afraid Ins 
generals or hia mirustera might have some share of b* 
glory I was profoundly afflicted by this thirst fat 
dominion, which ho could never satisfy and judged nn 
fevourably of his new enterpnse. That noble Pole and 
celebrated man Kosaosxko as much distingiushed for the 
slmpliaty of his mannera as for the punty of his pno 
dples and the sublimity of hia patnotism dared not hope 
for succeM (73) On taking leave of Bonaparte, I oH 
You used willmgly to listen to your fneed.”— Adnc* 
to mo— -advice, madam?" said he, with an air of hiugbtf 
ness do you tbiok of giving me advice ? I am the 
son in Uw of an Emperor I am able, by my nod, to «t 
all Germany m motion, and Prussia cannot r em aio 
neutral in the midst of the coming events. On the coo 
trary madam cougratulato me on the accompUshnieot 
of my sublime conceptions. I shall wnto to you from 
the anaent capital of Russia and intend yet to nuke 
you an eye-witness of the brilliant dcstinle* which await 
mo I stood confounded You ore," said I (ondcf 
the impulse of a feeling which wai certainly pardooaUa 
ID a woman who loved bim) you are playing for your 
crown for the existence of your dynasty and the hits 
of my children I 

I Ho teemod determlnod to haaUh frtun around htm 
which coold Kifigwt tbo idea of M ■«nMton *C»Inrt Ro^ *« 

•o fiu cDd ho corrr ibK that only two or tbrw dajo w *« 
pptj and whflo ^oevooo moo woro atreadr In Poland, and w* o 
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Soon, however, the Emperor repaired to Dresden, 
surrounded by a bnlhant Court A cortege of Kings 
attended him, who daily mingled with his courtiers at his 
levees He commanded them like a master Napoleon 
was now the sovereign of ancient Germany. 

He thought it best to leave the Empress Maria 
Louisa at Mayence The archduchess expected there 
to receive a visit from hei father , but Fate watched 
oxer them both She returned to Pans, and the Auto- 
crat of the West directed his steps towards the banks 
of the Niemen ' 

In the midst of the alarms with which this new war 
inspired Europe, France alone remained unconcerned 
She w^as accustomed to conquer In Pans, especially, 
the feeling and hope of secunty were general Our 
first success at Wilna, the spontaneous rising of the 
Poles, w'ho declared in favour of the re - establishment 
of their ancient monarchy, the occupation of Gloubokoe, 
whither Napoleon transferred his head-quarters — all this 
electnfied the capital The inhabitants saw' already, in 
fancy, the Emperor of the French crowned at Moscow 


military family had long since left on the expedition, he burst into 
a great rage at the minister of the intenor, xvho, because his de- 
parture was so near at hand, had countermanded his order requiring 
the attendance of several deputations of the electoral colleges 
" What 1 " said he “who dares state that I am about to leave ^ 
Who is to judge of that ? I am nOt going to leave I am doing 
what I please with ray men and my horses " 

He took leave of the council of ministers with these words — 
“ I am going to icvtew my aimy ” And the Momteur assigned no other 
reason for his departure for Dresden — “ Hist dc VAmhass de Varsovic " 
I Disguised as a Polish soldier, Napoleon reconnoitred the heights 
that overlook Kovno, and had some of the water of the Niemen 
brought to him in a helmet, which he tasted in order to inhale a 
lucky inspiration — “ Hist de Bonaparte " 
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the lives of those ■who were most dear to me * and, when 
1 reflected that the llrtt of France had fallen in that 
expedition my tears again flowed* Then indeed, did 
I sigh over the mad ambition of one m«n. Bat I cooJd 
not pardon those] who had led him into that abya*. My 
mtnation became the more painful from the fact that I 
was under an impenoos necessity to confine ■withm my 
own bosom all the pangs I oxpenenced 

I panse for a raomcnt over these sad nairatlv'es to 
deplore the fate of so many bra\e men, who m the midst 
of fnghtfnl Scythian deserts, on the froren banks of the 
Beresina proved to the nations of the North that they 
■were worthy Indeed to sustain the honour of Franct, 
espooally when such a general as N^ protected their 
retreat Bonaparte -was Ignorant that another Arnfloitts 
had destroyed a porUon of his army by fire and fwoed 
He onght to have followed the example of Angustus, who 
when he had lost three legions in Gennany becajae » 
affected at the disaster that ho shut himself up in hh 
palace and permitted his beard and hair to grow 
Smiting Jils brow m transports of gnef, be exclaimed, 
Varrus, give mo back my legions 1 Napoleon on 

I Princo Ettgcne locorrod grot «3*ngen In thH fatal cwopslx® 
Tlw Empre** jeaephine exhJUled the iao«t rtoloit nfilfatloo ’■•ben 
over a co o rigr arrived. ^Vhfle breaklag the •**! of tb® ddapil cbr*. 
her face •■roold rapidlj change cotoor Seawtltn®* sign* of }oy 
vfatWe In bar coonteoanee and at otbera. after pen n i n g lb* 
tents, she would remain In a staia of depr e wkm sod iHeot 
ImpooflJo to be deserfbed. It was palnfal In lb* extrema to 
bar snffCTings Speaking of bar bmbond and so®. *b* w«ld **T 
Tbej wwe aHva when Iba conrkr kit, bet, perbaps. by ihb tb« 
Dotidog remalos to roe bet to Uroeot tbdr Joss Thus did tba tinfcr 
ttmato aotcan Inffar from Imaginary Ills To bar erary uit.j pgpt 
a pTmbhrTODt, the more emd ibat sh* already foresaw ibo rod .iuxici 
which awahad him far whom she did not cease to pnt forth bar mou 
ardent prayer* 1 
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returning to the Tuilenes, had the hardihood to say to 
his courtiers, rubbing his hands with an air of gaiety, 
“ ’Tis warmer here than on the banks of the Beresina ” 
Such was the man — but he was my husband 

What were my feelmgs on leammg the particulars of 
that hornble catastrophe ' (76) — a catastrophe which put 
France in mourning. After having poured my gnef mto 
the bosom of friendship, and dropped a tear to the memory 
of those of the Emperor’s companions m arms who 
had, by their love for hmi, been drawn mto the abyss, I 
became collected for an instant, and exclaimed aloud, 
“ What a fearful precipice has Napoleon opened beneath 
his feet I ” 

At this cry of woe my blood froze withm my veins, 
It Avas a thimderbolt to Napoleon , it resounded even 
beneath the vaults of the Louvre Simdry officious per- 
sons, whom he kept in his pay, made daily reports to 
him of all that was done or said by his former wife, and 
Malmaison was by no means exempted from the minute 
and secret pohce of Savary.^ And yet I must do justice to 
that mmister, charged with the execution of the orders of a 


I Josephine was frequently visited at Malmaison by M de , 

who had become suspected by her husband m consequence of the most 
false and perfidious reports On hearing that that person had obtained 
a situation at the chdteau, he became enraged, and ordered him to 
leave forthwith , and also directed that henceforth no stranger Should 
be admitted into her service without his (Napoleon’s) sanction Thus, 
from the i6th of December, 1809, to the 25th of March, 1814, the 
Empress Josephine was under perpetual surveillance Towards the 
close of her hfe, she used to answer those who affected to pity her, “ I 
desire nothmg but Napoleon s prosperity, and I feel doubly happy m 
being able, by means of this last sacrifice which he has exacted from 
me, to contribute to it He wanted an heir, and France seemed to con- 
cur in that wish May they both be happy the father now, and the son 
hereafter As to myself, my prayer is that the Emperor may not see 
occasion to repent himself of his new alliance ” 
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the lives of those 'who 'were most dear to me * and when 
1 reflected that the ilttt of France had fallen in that fatal 
expedition, my tears again flowed. Then Indeed, did 
I sigh o\eT the mad ambition of one rnan. But I could 
not pardon those/ who had led him into that ab)rss. My 
situation became the more painful from the fact that I 
was under an impenous necnssity to confine wjthm ray 
own bosom all the jang* I expcnenced 

I pause for a moment over these sad nirratu’es to 
deplore the fate of so many bravo men, who m the raidit 
of frightful Scythian deserts, on the frnren banks of the 
Beresma proved to the nabons of the North that they 
were worthy mdeed to suslmn the honour of France 
especially when such a general as Ney protected their 
retreat Bonaparte was ignorant that another Ammnms 
had destroyed a portion of his army by fire and tword 
He ought to haie followed the example of Augustus, who, 
when he bad lost three legions in Germany became so 
affected at the disaster that he shut himself up in his 
palace, and permitted his beard and hair to grow 
Smiting Jbis brow in transports of gncf he exclaimed 
\ arms, give me back my legions 1 Napoleon, cm 

I Prtnce Eoffooe lacorred grew dan^en hi thb £Ual ounpatytL 
The EmpTM* Jowphhi« exhibited the mo< ▼telenl sgltitiotj 
mtr a coorier tunred, WTiUe bnaklog the leal of the despitcbe*. 
her Uce would rapWlj chsnge coloor Soowllmet dfirt of foj 'crr 
Islble Iq her comueoaoco sod at otben. after p ern dag tbe ctra 
teats tbe 'voold r et oa ia In a stale of depression and rilent aagvbk 
Inipcmlble to be described. It palnfol In the extreme to wUnett 
her tnfferingt Spenllng of her hatband and too. tbe vonkl tar 
Tbey were all e «hen tbe coorier left, bat, p erfa ap i by tUt Un»e 
ootMng rtmalot to n» bat to lament tbelr Vm ** That did the onfer 
ttmate woojan toffer from Imaginary UU. To her every momeat v*' 
a punWimeBi, the mor® cntel that tbe already foretaw the tad lettnn 
ubkh awaited trim fcpr whom the did not er A t e to pot forth her mod 
ardent pra)ert ! 
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returning to the Tuileries, had the hardihood to say to 
his courtiers, rubbing his hands mth an air of gaiety, 
“ ’Tis warmer here than on the banks of the Beresina " 
Such was the man — but he was my husband 

What were my feelings on learning the particulars of 
that horrible catastrophe' (76)--a catastrophe which put 
France in mourning After having poured my grief into 
the bosom of fnendship, and dropped a tear to the memory 
of those of the Emperor’s companions in arms who 
had, by their love for him, been drawn into the abyss, I 
became collected for an instant, and exclaimed aloud, 
“ What a fearful precipice has Napoleon opened beneath 
his feet ' " 

At this cry of woe my blood froze within my veins, 
It was a thunderbolt to Napoleon , it resounded even 
beneath the vaults of the Louvre Sundry officious per- 
sons, whom he kept in his pay, made daily reports to 
him of all that was done or said by his former wife, and 
Malmaison was by no means exempted from the minute 
and secret police of Savary * And yet I must do justice to 
that mmister, charged until the execution of the orders of a 


I Josephine was frequently visited at Malmaison by M dc , 

who had become suspected by her husband in consequence of the most 
false and perfidious reports On hearing that that person had obtained 
a situation at the chateau, he became enraged, and ordered him to 
leave forthwth , and also directed that henceforth no stranger Should 
be admitted into her service wthout his (Napoleon’s) sanction Thus, 
from the i6th of December, 1809, to the 25th of March, 1814, the 
Empress Josephine was under perpetual surveillance Towards the 
close of her life, she used to answer those who affected to pity her, " I 
desire nothmg but Napoleon’s prosperity, and I feel doubly happy in 
bemg able, by means of this last sacrifice which he has exacted from 
me to contnbute to it He wanted an heir, and France seemed to con- 
cur in that wish May they both be happy , the father now, and the son 
hereafter As to myself, my prayer is that the Emperor may not see 
occasion to repent himself of his new alliance ” 
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the hves of those who were most dear to me * 

I reflected that the Utts of France had fallen in 
expedition my tears again flowed- Then it 
I sigh over the mad ambition of one man- But 
not pardon thosejwho had led him into that ab^ 
situation became the more painful from the fat 
was imder an impenous necessity to confine 
own bosom all the pangs I experienced 

I pause for a moment over these sad 
deplore the fate of so many brave men, who In ^ 
of frightful Scythian deserts on the froren banf 
Bereaina proved to the nations of the North ] 
were v.'orthy indeed to sustain the honour > 
espeoaJly when such a general as Ney pro(e( 
retreat Bonaparte was ignorant that anotbet| 
had destroyed a portion of his army by fire 1 
He ought to have followed the example of Aug 
when ho had lost three legions m Germany ^ 
affected at the disaster that be shut bu 
palace and permitted his beard and bai^ 
Smiting Jus brow m transports of gnef hej 

Yarms, give me beck my legkms ! ” 

I Prises Eogsos Incorrod grest dutgert is thh | 

Tbs Emprew JoFsphloe exbiUlcd tbs aoat rioleat 1 
STSf a coorkr arriTsd ^Vhfl6 bnaUs| tbs koI of ] 
bo* {acs would ra^ddlj- change cotoor SometliDes a 
vtiTbl* Is her ccnmlenasce and al otbert. after ^ 
testa, aba would remain in a atals of deprcaaion 
Imposlble to be dsterfbed. It waa palnfol in tbs 
ber anfTerlsga Spsaldof of her imahond and acm. 

They w o e allre wben the coorier left bat 
Dotblng remaloa to nw bot to lament tbe]r krti. TW 
t gnats wooms loffer from ImaflBary flh To her n 
a pnnhbraent- tbs mors emti that abe alrcadj fort- 
wblcb awaited Mm for whom ahe did not cento to 
ardent prayerat 
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secret thoughts seemed to be my own I hstened to him, 
I pitied him, and my pity enabled me to find a sort of 
charm m sharing the burden of his woe His aspect 
shocked me , my imagination transported me to those 
fields of battle where the most fnghtful death had swept 
down so many illustrious warnors I could not help 
feeling a kind of shudder , but, though Napoleon was no 
longer anythmg to me, personally, still my heart, naturally 
feelmg and compassionate, expenenced the sentiment of 
pity succeeding to that of consternation The love which 
I had never ceased to bear him, and the most tender com- 
passion, were aroused to the utmost when my husband told 
me that he had begun to dnnk of the cup of woe 

My anguish almost conquered my reason. How much 
should I have been obliged to him had he omitted to turn 
his eyes upon my pale and discomposed visage ' But the 
conqueror of so many nations, who was now approaching 
the moment of his downfall, paid much less attention to 
this scene than he would have done under different cir- 
cumstances , he attributed my gnef to the coldness with 
which he had received the prayers I had addressed to him 
at the time of his undertaking that rash expedition I had 
blamed him openly I knew myself to be his better in 
matters of policy, because he was always erratic, and I 
always calm And had he more frequently followed the 
impulses of his own heart, when he was surrounded by 
all' the evidences of his greatness, that generous, that 
ambitious Napoleon would not at that moment have been 
obliged to tremble before a woman 

Far from uttering any complaint, he told me that 
henceforward he would repose m me his whole con- 
fidence , that he would listen to my advice “ It must 
be,” said I, “that you have a very powerful foe, I know 
• 13—2 
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that profoxmd politician and I tell yon now ycm will 
not be able to e»cape from his blow*. Your giffantlc 
enterpnse in the North is but the result of a secret com 
bmation How can yon guard against a man {Talloyrandj 
who, m every Cabinet m Enropo, counts mimsters who 
are subject to hia control (78) You have rushed to your 
mm by all the means in your power by humiliating and 
exposing to shame, a man who would probably soon ba\e 

become humbled m his own estimation Here my 

voice failed me 1 paused and shed tears. Then, snd 
donly recovering myself I proceeded What you will 
lose, Bonaparte, Is not merely a vain title which you 
must one day renounce But to see the French people 
through yonr fanlt ra\T3hed of their conquests, and those 
glonous spoils of war with which your ^’alonr directing 
their arm has enriched them — this wHl form the clhnas 
of year misfortunes I Oh, Napoleon excuse the expres 
Sion of my regrets 1 I again shed tears. In ^'a{n did I 
attempt to proceed I had no longer the power As to 
what concerned me personally I had long since leaml 
that affliction was the lot of humanity I sobroitted with 
confidence to the invisible wrays of Pnrvidence. Whether 
I U\'e or die, said I to Bonaparte your destiny will 
not the less bo accomplished- The guilty plots of the 
authors of our ills will bring every land of calamity upon 
our country They will commit many crimes, but will 
gather no fnuf from them nor obtain any pcrmsaerU 
success.” 

These are precisely the reasons which determine me 
to continue the war said my husband. In this will I 
follow the example of Augustus. Besides is not the 
cfTect of great misfortunes to communicate greater energy 
to the mind to furnish to the Intellect more solid and 
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manly reflections ^ ^ Such is my new position, that I 
must resume my communications witli what there is most 
useful in the past Of what use were it to me to utter 
sterile regrets, and admit the imprudence of my recent 
projects ? Josephine, you would extinguish in me the 
noble desire to conquer You, like the wisest of my 
ministers, want time to dissipate the dream which their 
imagination has a hundred times renewed since my first 
misfortune In my own opinion, and in theirs, Napoleon 
must now surpass himself Men do not think him so 
great, so formidable as he really is , he will not display 
all his strength until the stranger shall dare invade the 
soil of France Then will he be on Ins feet , and woe 
to those whom he shall compel to account for a war in 
which France shall pour out her blood and treasures ' ” 

It IS but too true that Bonaparte thus deceived himself 
at the very moment when the united Powers of Europe 
were ready to burst upon him Besides his external 

I Whoever was so unlucky as to tell Napoleon that a thing was 
impossible, was sure to receive from him an angrj’ or a contemptuous 
look Fouche, the Duke of Otranto, had occasion one day to know 
how much his master was offended bj' such a remark It was in 1804 
A negotiation with Russia, both difficult and important, was on foot 
Fouche, then minister of the police, being opposed to the opening of 
the negotiation, remarked that its success was impossible Napoleon, 
who newed the matter differentlj , turned quickly towards the 
minister, and said, " What ' is it a veteran of great revolutionary 
catastrophes that dares borrow that pusillanimous expression ? Ah ' 
sir, IS It for you to say that anything is impossible ? You who for 
fifteen years have seen realised events which might once have been 
reasonably thought impossible ’ A man who has seen such a Pnnee as 
Loms XVI bow his head beneath the executioner’s steel , who has 
seen an Archduchess of Austria, the Queen of France, mending her 
own gown and her own shoes while waiting to be taken to the scaffold , 
a man who finds himself a mmister while I am the Emperor of the 
French — such a man, I say, ought never to have the word impossible 
in his mouth " 
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eoomfea, bo had against ium those men who since the 
Revolution had never ceased to whisper among them 
selves If we can only succeed in dividing thW mass, 
80 irresistible when it is onited or, at least m directing 
one portion of it against another we shall at least sait 
ourselves in the squabble, and may afterwards appear on 
the political stage with characters and habits which will 
fit us to enjoy the confidence of the new rulers, who 
lYiU then hasten to appoint us to the most important and 
difficult posts m the government These we wiD dnro 
to the commission of gross acts of mjosticc, and in the 
end hurl them into the abyss 

* Thus reasoned and thus will ever reason the bad 
atuens, more nomerous than is supposed who made the 
Revolution an object of speculation They are the serpents 
which we wormed into life but never can strangle, ^^oe 
to the states which has'e such vampares m their bosom I 
Sooner or later they become hydras with a hundred heads, 
and will, m the end devour the g o v er n ments that nourish 
them Flatterers and courbers go hand in band with 
them the former with their pestilential breath, are to 
U5 tigers in sheeps clothing the latter are bat awkward 
monkeys, vile slave*, mufRed up in their master s cloak 
in order to escape the strappado and both classes ore 
the ruin of their country (79) 

Vo cunning men men without character who fbiloH 
to carefully the current of event* in order to profit thereby 
ye »haU yet be arraigned for the crime* ye have led the 
great to commit — the great whom ye ha\o made dninL 
with your fatal Incense and the woes of nations shaft 
jail upon your guilty heads! 

And you ye tranqufl egotists, who know no interrUs 
I Dt your own no duty save your own preservation no 
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country but the mside of your own homes, tremble for 
your conduct , for you, too, have contributed powerfully 
to the enslavement of your tmhappy coimtry All, all 
of you, who, fully aware of the dangers ansmg from 
Bonaparte’s imprudences, had unceasingly on your lips 
the name of a family as beloved as it was respected, 
oh, repeat now, m your lowest whisper, and from the 
bottom of your shame-stncken hearts “ T/je republic for 
ever f ” — “ May the days reappear when other Brutuses 
shall kiss their sons while condemnmg them to death,” — 
and “when others shall weep upon the bosom of a father 
before piercmg it with a poniard > ” 

Such were the sorrowful reflections which contmuaMy 
beset me AJas ' I now saw that the part my husband 
had acted was fast drawing to a close, and that he was 
about to withdraw from the scene of his illusions — ^what 
did I say? — about to be hurled from the stage, and that 
his fall would be frightful indeed Whenever one of my 
women opened the door of my apartment, I was under 
the contmual apprehension that it was to announce his 
overthrow Did an unusual noise anse m the street, 
I felt afraid it was the tumult of an insurrection , and 
I said to myself in the bitterness of my spirit, “ If 
Napoleon is not asleep on the bosom of a fatal security, 
he may stiU avert the storm which hastens to burst 
upon him ” And yet, m spite of the kmd of apathy 
to which I abandoned myself in order to lessen, in some 
degree, my suffenngs, I could not help experiencing a 
shock when I reflected that this modem Poms might 
soon be without a country or an asylum , that I myself, 
shut up in this cavern of Polyphemus, might in vam cast 
my wandering eyes around me to find some opening, 
some concealed passage, by which to make my escape 
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enemies, he had against him those raoi vrho sincn the 
Reyolution, had never ceased to vrhiaper among them 
selves If we can only succeed m dividing this ma» 
so irresistihle ndien it la onited or at least, m directing 
one portion of it against another wo shall at least, Ki\‘e 
ourselves in the squabble, and may afterwards appear oo 
the poUtical stage with characters and habit* whkh will 
fit 03 to enjoy the confidence of the new rulers, who 
will then hasten to appoint us to the most important and 
difficult post* in the government These we will dm*® 
to the commission of gross acts of injustice, and in the 
end hurl them into the abyss." 

• Thvtt reasoned and thn* will ever reason the bad 
dtizens, more numerous than is supposed who made the 
Revolution an object of specujat^n They are the serpents 
which wo warmed into life, but never can strangle W oe 
to the state* which have such vampires m thor bosom ( 
Sooner or later they become hydras with a hundred heads, 
and will, in the end, devour the government* that nourish 
them. Flatterers and courtiers go hand in band with 
them the former with their pestilential breath are to 
U3 tigers in sheep * clothing the latter are but awkward 
monkey*, vile slaves, muffled up in their master** cloak 
in order to escape the strappado and both classes arc 
the rum of their country (79) 

Ye cunnmg men men without character who follow 
Ro carefully the current of events m order to profit thereby 
ye shall yet be arraigned for the crimes ye hare led the 
great to commit — the great whom ye ha\e made drunk 
with your fatal incense oud tbo woes of nations shall 
fall upon your guilty heads i 

And you ye tranquD cgotiJs, who know no Intcrcits 
Init your own no duty save your own preservation no 
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coiintry but the inside of your own homes, tiomlilc for 
your conduct , for you, too, have contnbuted powerfully 
to the enslavement of your unhappy country All, all 
of you, who, fully aware of the dangers arising from 
Bonaparte’s imprudences, had unceasingly on your lips 
the name of a family as beloved as it was respected, 
oh, repeat now, m your lowest whisper, and from the 
bottom of your shame-stneken hearts “ The republic for 
cvc) — “May the days reappear when other Bruluses 
shall kiss their sons while condemning them to death,” — 
and “when others shall weep upon the bosom of a father 
before piercmg it with a poniard ' ” 

Such were the sorrov ful reflections which continmaHy 
beset me Alas ’ I nove sav that the part my husband 
had acted was fast drav ing to a close, and that he vms 
about to withdraw from the scene of his illusions — v.hat 
did I say- — about to be hurled from the stage, and that 
his fail would be mghtful indeed, \^hene er one of my 
women opened the door of my apartment. I vas under 
the continiial apprehension that it sras to announce hT 
oierthrow. Did an unusual noise arise in the 'Ircet, 
1 felt aAafd it was tne tumult of an insurrection : and 
I said to myseif .n the bitterness of spiwt. “ Jf 
isapoleon is no: as-eeo on tne bosom of a fatal oeou'il/- 
he man still a-'ert tne stomt wlEob haotecs to b.r t 
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1 or \ >\fts perfectly convinced in my cwm nnaj fejj 
the Umporor would follow the wretched xdvKe rf n yrh^ 
lr\n\’^ d( pence nnd especuUy those which ihotH kd 
to MW contingent moxement upon the capital “Beta, 

1 tiihl ni> fncnds> * feel bound to sustain at aH famri 
ntiil with arm* in his hands, his imEtary 
and the monuments and voits of art wfadi we n Ftek 
wnh prrv'cnt him from fver m a farg the cz 

ccs« *1 bi fc^mga im-adcr^’' I in-w wtll bt rri 
c*utc tnth imparence and Twib bcl er=s rnic th 
r^tvn tvi xTtigr^noe cc ia.i^sr tha^ he -c-cil le jii 
t "--li a pretext lx rennrmc a war whrr is hnnf 
tr<\Xf~wnre 
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Alas ' how were times changed To him the pride of 
commanding was now of little account , it was sufficient 
to see his own desires satisfied Strange concession of an 
ambition which lately towered to the clouds, but which 
now saw itself brought down to the level of the events 
of the earth ' * 

The most disastrous neivs was not slow to obtain cir- 
culation, and for once Fame was not a liar She related, 
in all its details, the fearful catastrophe ivhich had befallen 
the French arm}’ She spoke of the defection of the four 

I A few dajs before the bittlc of Dresden, 'Moreau and Bermdotte 
were present, at a conference of the Allied So\creigns, a conference 
whose object was to settle the plan of the battle which was about to be 
delnered, and the uUenor operations of the campaign Moreau was 
the author of the plan under discussion, which he sustained by argu- 
ments in e\cry particular BernadoUc, however, succeeded m effecting 
some modifications in it After the conference had broken up, 
Bcmadolte and Moreau had a conversation, which is thus reported 
Bernadotte — A fine plan, general, but whither will it lead us ’ 

Moicau — To the overthrow of Napoleon 
B — "Very well , but, Napoleon being overthrown, what then ’ 

M — Oh, we will then see what is to be done ! 

B — Take care , don’t yield yourself to a chimcncal hope ’Tis not 
under the garb of an aide-de-camp of the Emperor Alevander that the 
Trench will recognise the hero of Hohcnlindcn 
M — But the coalition 

B — Holds together onlj by a single thread Is not Napoleon the 
son-in-lavv of the Emperor of Austria, and is not his son the grandson 
of that Sovereign ^ 

M — 1 know that I know, also, that the children of Gustav us IV 
are nephews of the Emperor Alexander Political interests arc cverj- 
thing Family ties are nothing But, Ponce, what is your object ’ 

B — ^To contribute to the deliverance of the great European family 
from the yoke which the Emperor has imposed upon them , to dnve 
the French behind the Rhine, their natural boundary, and to make 
Napoleon reckon as something worth, the rights of the French nation, 
for which you and I have fought so long This is my object I believe 
myself still servmg the French in fighting their chief Did I imagine 
myself promoting other ends, or serving other ambition, I would 
instantly break the sword I wear ' 
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vengeance all the colours which true greatness of soul 
displays.” 

But the brilliant hopes which he then conceived began 
to grow dun and yet to Maria Lomsa^ he feigned to 
be filled with illusiona Every tune he paid me a visit 
he would say Josephine when my soul is filled with 
pain, I feel the need of a tme friend into whoso bosom 
I may pour ray sorrows. What astonishes me a that 
men should study every other saence except that of happi 
ness, Ti* only m retircraent that 1 ha\'e found it and 
that I may perhaps, hereafter meet with it I 

The allies had now penetrated Into the heart of our 
proNuncea, The Grand Anstro-Russian army under 
the command of Pnnce Schwaitzenberg had travelled 
Switzerland without the least resistance on the part of 
the troop s which formed the Cordon of Helvetic heu 
trality General Wrede had hemmed in Belfort and bis 
advance posts extended beyond the Department of Doubs. 
On the 30th of December 1813 an Austrian advance guard 
took possession of Geneva without the slightest resist 
once. The capture of the city opened to the allies the 
road to Lyons and the way to Italy From this tinw 
there was no longer any direct communication between 
Franco and Piedmont During the night of the ist of 
January tho Russian corps, under General Wittgenstem, 
effected the passage of tho Rhme near Fort Louis, 
The whole of Alsace was inundated Viith Cossaclrt. 
On the same day tho Prussian army passed tho n\*cr 
between Coblcns and hlonnbeim and tho Russian corps 
under the command of General Sacken crossed it in front 
of the latter town Coblenz foil into the hands of the 
allies, Majcnco was invested b) a considerablo force 
Marshals Victor and Marroont the former of ivhom occu 
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pied the interior line of the Rhine from Colmar to Weis- 
senburg, and the latter Landau, Durckheim, Grunstadt, 
Mayence and Coblenz, both found themselves compelled 
to eflFect a retreat General Wrede soon penetrated to 
Colmar Vesoul was not slow to fall into the power of 
the enemy They forced their way through the defiles 
of the Vosges mountains, and torrents of Cossacks spread 
themselves over the country The Pnnce Royal of Wur- 
temberg, seconded by the hettman of the Cossacks, Platow, 
advanced upon Epinal, and took possession of it The 
Austnan general, Budna, after leaving Geneva, penetrated 
into the Departments of the Jura, Am and Doubs , 
Pnnce Lichtenstein directed his course towards Be- 
san^on, and the Hereditary Pnnce of Hesse-Homburg, 
approaching from D61e, jomed him, m order to complete 
the mvestment of that important stronghold General 
Zeichmeisel possessed himself of the fort at L’Ecluse and 
marched to Nantua, on the road to Lyons The city 
of Bourg in vam opposed some resistance , it was taken 
and dehvered up to pillage The alhed Sovereigns made 
their entry mto B&.le at the head of the Russian and 
Prussian guards and some regiments of reserve ” 

It appeared to me very extraordinary that Bonaparte, 
in the midst of these alarms of war, should remain peace- 
able in his palace His flatterers said he was prepanng 
extraordinary measures, but I knew better than anyone 
else how dangerous it was for him to put himself at the 
head of an army compelled to retreat And, besides, he 
could not now be ignorant that it was agamst him alone 
that banded Europe was advancmg and prosecutmg the 
war The French nation coldly awaited the issue of a 
quarrel which seemed to mterest them not at aU, while 
others secretly wished success to the foreign armies I 

VOL n TA 
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■waE, perhaps, the ctaly one who ccrold really pity Bona 
parte, and excuse the profoimd apathy m which he was 
plunged since cnfare France de man ded to be freed from 
the despotic power which had to long bowed her beneath 
a sceptre of iron. 

Each day brought news of new disasters. The alhes 
were advanang at the East and South the Prussians, 
Enghah and Dutch were marching rapidly upon Belgium 
The French were forced to retire into the aty of Antwerp. 
This place then in a condibon of defence, was comroanded 
by General CarnGt. Marshal Macdonald had be«i com 
pellcd to abandon the line he occupied along the left 
banJv of the Rhine from Gueldrea to Cologne General 
Wintzingorode effected a crossing of the nrer at DOssel 
dorf at the head of an army of 30 oco men 

The Austnans under the command of Glulay threat 
ened Langres' and the Department of the Upper Marne. 


I It WAS la the ndghbo u rboo d of Lattfra that ihs Aosirlaa csrotiy 
firft thrmed tbetQ«elre» A rtrio op oltriBg party bring InuaoJlatriy 
drls-en in br the eoemr the lolmbltants of Lafigra nm to anm. The 
gilM were that end enljuited to » gq u -d falroh Aere^anbig *Q 
nlgbt Tbe next tnornlng at daybrealL, lie bearer of & flag of trace 
eecoTted by a party of hojaare, preeented hirpsrif at tbe Dljoo pile 
Ha insUted npon entering and hsTliig a confeteace with iha tflayw 
Having nunmooed him In rain to mire tbe guard fired npoo hba- 
The flag bearer wa» not hk. but nm off During tbaahoJe day tnr«n 
were seen caroading along tbe rood Tbe KalJotul Guard of the temn 
extended a reconnoiasanca to tbo Paabemg do> Angee. a quarter of a 
leagM from tbe city Tourarth five o dock In tbo evening another lia« 
bearer pteaented himeeU in the name of Cooat de Thorn, nlth t»o 
biraars while thirty hoxsan remained at a abort Oktauce behltul tbent- 
A Heotenant of grerudleTf of the National Guard Ercd upon ibe fla* 
and ooe tmuur and t<^o chasteura (eft oQ tbe ap^ Tbe lahaUunM ffl 
conatemailoo retired to tbo rear of tbe town, and were there aaultlog 
the renll when uddenly the beodt of aocie coJonun of the Imperial 
Guard bowed tbenr<riTea at the Chaamoct gate At the tight of lhe*e 
oW adJicr*, covered with vcora and decoraiUnw the rewanU of ihrir 
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Bonaparte sent forward several battalions of his guard, 
but they were not able to hold their ground against the 
masses opposed to them The French effected their re- 
treat upon Chaumont on the i6th of January Langres 
la Pucelle opened its gates to the enemy, which conquest 
was soon followed by the overrunning of the whole of 
Champagne by the Prussians The Austrian corps under 
Count Budna advanced towards the Saone and towards 
Lyons Macon capitulated to that general The city of 
Chalons at first resisted, but was soon compelled to re- 
ceive the enemy withm its ramparts Lyons was also 
on the point of being taken, being then but feebly garn- 
soned , but General Budna not taking a prompt resolution, 
Marshal Augereau had time to arnve and succour it, and, 
in his turn, took the offensive, in the hope of marching 
straight to Geneva and manceuvnng in the rear of the 
allied army in Franche-Comte On the 19th of January 
Pnnce Hesse -Homburg made himself master of Dijon, 
whence he marched towards Auxonne, a detachment 
taking possession of the road to Auxonne On the 24th 
the combat at Bar -sur- Aube took place, where the 
French troops under Marshal Mortier performed prodi- 
gies of valour , but seeing themselves about to be sur- 
rounded, they retreated precipitately into the suburbs of 
Troyes 

Such was the position of the foreign armies when Bona- 
parte decided to quit Pans He conferred upon his second 
wife the title and functions of Regent during his absence 

valour, ]oy succeeded to consternation These brave men — the ihtc of 
the veterans of the army — after making a long and tiresome march, 
presented themselves, exclaiming, “ We come to preserve to the city of 
Langres its name of La Pucelle ” 

The consequence was that neither hostile Sovereign nor general 
entered the town 


14 — 2 
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Before leaving he assembled the officers of the Nadonal 
Guard presented to them fus wife and son stating that he 
trusted them to thar fidelity and that he wn* going to 
put himself at the head of the army Hoa^■en ” said he, 
haa united ua we will never be separated Stem Duty I " 
he exclai m ed -which calls mo into the midst of combats 
to thee have I too long sacrificed the pleasures of a husband 
and a father Behold now he added with tWp emotKm 
and again showing to the Notional Guard of Pans the young 
pnnw and the archduchess, behold the throne which It 
IS my duty for ever to defend ” 

Thdr last ferewclls wore pronounced but before Icanog 
the capital far behmd him ho resoK-ed to revisit the place 
which had witnessed hia hoora of happmets In days gone 
by and to pay a last -visit to his former wife. 

He arrived suddenly at Molmaison at sunset After 
having tenderly embraced me, be said How many offiict 
mg thoughts a&sall me on this aad occasion My fnend,” 
contmued he, in an accent of the deepest despair — hopeless 
ness that spares no one — and did he deserve to be spared ? 

Ahl continued he, -whfle tears fiowcd In torrents down he 
pale cheeks I have been os fortunate as vras over man on 
the face of the earth but to^lay non -Pthen a storm Is 
gathering over ray head I havxi not O Josephine in the 
wide world anyone but you upon whom I can repose 1 
The bfe of a republic, like that of a nun presents 
moments of dimness and blindness which it is impossible 
to explam at least the finger of Providence cannot lie 
recognised In them — Providence that leaves us to our own 
weakness, the better to nccomphsh its designs,* I could 

1 Demaparte was cot ibe oolj* cooqtjeTor wbo etperirowJ wnrb 
imbtes and the force of «tch remtolweocM. CromwtU wa aB hh 
IlfeUme darily occupied to hh mind nboot hi* aslnoldiJBrf mrtwiKH 
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now coolly contemplate his misfortunes I beheld nothing 
in Napoleon’s transpoits of regret and disappointment but 
the proof of a great character. While, on the one hand, 
wolent passion is but an abandonment of reason, and no 
degree of moral strength is ever found in mere rage , on the 
other, heroic fortitude in extraordinary circumstances is 
Avholly founded upon patience, calmness and moderation 

As to Bonaparte, nothing could assuage his feelings of 
despair His intellect, clouded by mental suffering, had, 
for some months past, cast but a feeble ray. But when he 
finally saw himself ready to fall into the power of the 
enemy, it seemed to be utterly extinguished He roared 
like the lion of the desert, and the words which fell from 
his lips expressed liis regrets upon his past lot, and per- 
petual threats towards the formidable coalition of his 
enemies 

Such was the painful scene which took place between 
the son-in-law of Francis II and myself. I still chenshed 
the hope that I should see him again , and although it 
wrung my heart, I encouraged him to go and drive the 
foreigners out of France But at this ternble moment, 
to separate my fate from his when he was a prey to such 
cruel apprehensions, to quit him perchance for ever— “ No, 
no,” 1 exclaimed, “ were I still your wife, nothing on earth 
should make me consent to this last sacnfice ' ” 

“Vengeance is natural,” said Napoleon, “it is per- 
mitted us to repel an insult in order to guard ourselves 
against its repetition and to maintain our rights in cases 

phosis Lord Pembroke said to him one day, " Protector, I know of 
no palace which unites so much magnificence with so much com- 
modiousness, as the one you now inhabit ” — " That would be true,” 
rephed Cromwell, "were there not one defect which spoils the whole 
plan " — " And what is that ’ ” — " It is that it was not built for me,” 
replied the Protector — M 
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Vrhere the law is ailent Yes, when thus considered \eo 
geanca is a sort of justice and I mtend to cxerase it 
against my enemies. Besides, la not contempt the fore 
most of offences? 1 know how to nourish m my heart 
eternal hatred. Such is that which I reserve for those 
men who have forgotten my fovourB and the obligabon* of 
that gratitude which they swore to obsciA*e towards me ’ 
At length he departed, without the utmost confidence 
m his plans, but convinced that it was his duty to hazard 
their execution SkoMld I fall O ny fruvi «> fall wsrt 
neensarily astonuk fAr tevrld Such were the last words 
the Emperor uttered on leaving her whom he was to 
behold no more,* 


1 Tiungh tlattOT tt time* obuloa aajnt ncces*, it b tree Uuu 
io the esit h (ok* tnore than It gala*, by the dirmUUon and 
coeteopt btq vhkb it toQ* vbeaever the eje of the prioce usmaii* 
Hs bacKaesa. 

2 S e v eral daja before Kapoleoo a departm, be ttssemUrd the 

eoeodl of atate While the eaendl wa* wilUag. hi— aod T>— 
took u p o o M to go to tbe Tulleriea and la fa re hire that all 

the member* bad arrired. and oolf aeraltcd hb preaeoce to cniimeoce 
tbelr dellbenuloo*. They foaod him In a retired caWoet. mrnrended 
by mapB of tbe theatre of vmr end conapaiaM In hand. He 
combining and adjoxtinf In a profbaod *tndy all tbe pirt* o( (So 
east plao of campnisn vbteh. In hi* eirw *0* to lave hir crown 
tod pewerre the empire On •edn* iboae gcntloDcn, ho gated at 

for a moment wtlh an air o( «oTprl*c bot rtccvertng a Dltle 
from hi* aatanijbmeal, be (old to them, in a tone that ttmcfc there 
as ettraordlnary ** I re found It I have tbere—not one wfH ewape t 
Ise\‘er •aid the coonler* to ooe aaotber ** new wai tbe Crepetor 
inspired with soch lofty cooceptloo* the enemy i* nrioed and the 
tooniry 1 * anred — A dt D 
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CHAPTER XIII 


" Souls truly great dart forward on the wmg 
Of just ambition, to the grand result. 

The curtam’s fall , there, see the buskined chief 
Unshod, behind his momentary scene. 

Reduced to his owm stature, low or high. 

As nee or nrtue sinks him or subhmes. 

And laugh at this fantastic mummerj'. 

This antic prelude of grotesque events, 

1\Tien divarfs are often stilted, and hetraj 
A bitterness of soul by worlds o’errun. 

And nations laid m blood 

1\'lien bhnd ambition qmte mistakes her road. 

And dowmw ard pores for that which shmes abov e, 
Substantial happmess and true renow n 
Then like an idiot gazmg on the brook. 

We leap at stars and fasten m the mud 
At glory grasp and smk m mfamj ” ' 

Thunderstruck by these many calamities^ Bonaparte 
was compelled to witness the advance of the enemy He 
now heard the thunder which was to overturn his throne 
The most of the generals who possessed his confidence 
beheved he would never yield an mch of ground “Such 
a man as he/’ said they, “ cannot and must not be con- 
quered But while, WTth them, he was meditating upon 
all these things and forming plans to expel the stranger, 
his troops v.’’ere m the greatest disorder But they 
soon ralhed themselves at his call ; he marched at the 
head of 60,000 men towards St Dizier, of which he 
took possession after tv/o battles, the last of winch took 


X •• Young’s Yight Thoughts ’’—Njght 1 1 
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place m the suburbs of that town, Hia Tras to 

penetrate thence to Nancy m order to cut off the enemy s 
cominuiucations with the Rhma and Germany But be 
coming apprised of the rapid march of Rlarichal Blflcher 
towards the capital ho moved towards the Aube, and 
encountered him at Bnennc. Here a sangmnarv battle was 
fought By borabardmg the town which was of wood, 
Bonaparte soon produced an immense conflagration. He, 
however made his entry into the place which was the 
cradle of hiB infancy bat which now presented to him 
nothing but a heap of ashes.* 

Scarcely had this action ended when my husband dis- 
covered that it was but the prelude to one of stiH greater 
importance, Marfchal BlOcher remforced by sci’eral regi 
menta commanded by the Pnnce Royal of Whrtemberg 
the Austrian general Giulay and General Wrtde, was in 
his turn able to take the offensive. On the iit of February 


1 Briauie 4 e<Ihlt«aii, iltoaled at the foot of a high hQ near the 
Aube, Is an open, onEortified villago. made eatlrdr of wood. It coa- 
•itts of oolv two ttroeU, one of wUch rtou down to the cUfra a and 
entara the road to JotnrlUo the other l«ui» frcan Arda to Dar-ear 
Anbc. Tif rfc of the town at&oda the ftiatwoTi built npOD the hill, which, 
by a gentle deacent tlopea off ontil It 1» loat in the fin at whldi ortr 
hangi both banka of the Aobe, In the dlrecticm of lament, whDo, frcan 
the other kUe of Drtenne tcwacda Mootifrender Tait pfaios extend 
thenaelTes to Ivanna, in tba direetkm of Bar-ant Anbe. 

It waa at the military acbool tonucriy eatabliihed at the Chltean 
of Tl r t ei ino tlrt Ntpolcon ptnaocd Ida atodles. Here bo acquired the 
firwt rodimanta of the art of war here ho firit Hghted the tor^ of that 
gonloj which waa to aatoniah the world and it wax here that hi the 
yrut ho came In qneat of the comWoed arndes of Europe, now onlted 
againjt him wnH In order to dalhrer a battle which was foe ever to 
decide hla fate — Crat/vgac is 1814 

Brianno la on the Anbe, a branch of the Seine aboot 150 mllo 
east of Parla, In the Departmoot of Aabe, of which Troya h the 
prlndfal town. The departmant conulna abont ijo.000 Inhatftanti 
and Troya aboot ai.ooa — TaAXauaToa. 
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at one o’clock, p.m , the Pnnce Royal attacked the hamlet 
of Gibne, and earned that important position, an advantage 
which secured the nght of the foreign army, which now 
deployed in the plains of Rothiere These troops, animated 
by the presence of the Emperor of Russia and King of 
Prussia, fought mth the utmost enthusiasm , but the 
French repulsed them, and did not lose an inch of ground 
At length, the enemy’s cavalry having turned the left flank 
of the French, the infantrj^ remained exposed to the 
enemy’s fire General Sacken advanced with impetuosity, 
and made himself master of La Rothiere ’ Thrice, at the 
head of his guard, did Bonaparte renew his attack upon the 
village, but was obliged, at midnight, to abandon that 
important position Victory now declared for the allies" 

After the battle of Brienne, he retreated, fighting, 
towards Tro5^es, and learning that General Sacken was 
directing his march towards Montmirail, he abandoned the 
former town and retired towards Nogent, on the 6th of 
February 

The congress opened at Chatillon-sur-Seine on the 4th 
of the same month Bonaparte proposed an armistice , the 
allied Sovereigns refused, although they ofiered to sign 
prehminanes of peace It was resolved not to accept the 
conditions which the foreigners offered, but Napoleon 


1 General Duhesne defended La Rothiere 

2 Such was the battle of Bnenne, or rather that of La Rothiere, 
where, for the first time, Napoleon in person combated the allies upon 
the soil of France The courage displayed by his troops, the heroic 
efforts, the danger to which he exposed himself, all go to show how 
important he deemed it to achieve a victory in this first encounter 
Hence it was that the allies were obliged to carry by assault every 
village, every height, every wood, purchasmg with their blood every 
foot of ground they gamed Their ardour, their constancy, and, more 
than all, their numbers, triumphed, it is true, over all obstacles — 
‘Campagne de 1814 ’’ 
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the tcrwB and in the utinoat disorder rejoined BlQcher 
who occupied thd plains of Laon 

Bonaparte remained at Rheuns on the i4)h 15th and 
1 6th of March, awajting the issue of the conferences at 
Chatillom His plenipotentiary at length laid before the 
congress hia nlUmatnm whereby he demanded the hne 
of the Rhmo for his northern firontier Italy and Venice 
for Pnnce Eugene, and certam indemnities, more or less, 
for hi3 brothers Joseph and Jerome, and for his nephew 
the son of Louis, 

Such proposibons, which could ha\e been made only 
by a conqueror were revolting to the alhed Powers, and 
Bonaparte a a&irs were at that time m the most de- 
plorable condiboo They were ^f course, unanlmomly 
rejected the Congress of Chatfllon broke up and hence- 
forth nothing opposed the return of the Bourbons. Htvmg 
now no hope but tn a war of eztenninatloD Bonaparte 
directed even the women and children to use all means 
m their power to annoy the enemy He declared that 
if the allies shot a single peasant whom they should take 
with arms m his hands, he would exercise cruel rotahabona 
upon his pnsonars and issued a decree denouncing death 
against all mayors or inhabitants who should refuse to 
aronsa the ardour of their fellow-dtixens. Alas I never 
in the history of war was such desperabon witnessed 
the carnage was universal Whole regiments were de 
Btroyed and filled up again durmg that awful campaign, 
and had not peace taken place to arrest the work of 
death it may with truth bo said that the difTcrent nations 
which carried on this mighty struggle would not have 
sufficed to reenut their armies 

While the allied Powers of the North and East were 
preparing to penetrate into the heart of rrance the 
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English, Spanish and Portuguese, under the command of 
Lord Wellington, had already carried St Jean-de-Luz. 
On the nth of December, Bonaparte had signed a treaty 
Muth King Ferdinand, his prisoner, by which that Sovereign 
reascended his throne, and agreed to cause Spam to be 
evacuated by the British troops , but this treaty could 
not be executed, inasmuch as the Cort&s had declared 
they would not recognise any act done by the &ng 
while he was in captmty 

From the time of the passage of the Nive to the 
13th of December, that is, vathm the space of four days, 
the English had been engaged in contmual conflicts, and 
had talcen possession of the whole country between the 
Nive and the Adour JLJp to the 7th of January the two 
armies were engaged ih perpetual manceuvnng On the 
8th, Bonaparte ordered a levy in mass in the southern 
departments The Duke d’Angoulfime arnved at St 
Jean-de-Luz His Royal Highness pubhshed a procla- 
mation to the French' people, and was soon waited upon 
by a deputation from Bordeaux Marshal Soult was 
forced to retire, and to concentrate his strength within 
the city of Orthos The Duke of Wellington pursued 
him , a battle took place under the walls of the city, 
and victory was long doubtful , but Marshal Soult, 
assailed on all sides, was at length compelled to retreat 
He retired upon St Sever and Aires, intending to cover 
Bordeaux , and unexpectedly recoiled upon Agen Lord 
Beresford took Mont - de - Marsan and advanced upon 
Bordeaux His Royal Highness the Duke d’Angoulfime 
made his formal, solemn entry into that city on the 12th 
of March, 1814 

After the takmg of Rheims, Bonaparte reviewed his 
army, and detached a strong column of it, which took 

15 
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possession of Chalona-sor Marne, The army of Pnnce 
Schwartzonberg passed the Seme a second time at 
Monterean Nogent and Pont Bonaparte left Rheims 
on the i6th of March for the purpose of encountering 
him and on the 17th amved at Epemay The enemy 
enlightened by the connaols of the Emperor of Russia, 
concentmtod themselves at Aros-eur Aube with a view 
of giving battle to the French Bonaparte did not an 
tlapate such a movement, bnt supposed the Russian 
army urns about to retire towarda Troyee and Bar sur 
Aube for on marching towards Mery he had said 
To night I am gomg to take my fether in law at 
Troyes, Amved at Arcis snr Aube he learned his 
error A violent engagement tool place. The French 
battalions and those of the nlhes, were by turns put to 
rout night intervened and the foreign army coDected 
itself and withdrew through CbaJons On the next day 
the two armies remained in each others pTe«eDce untO 
half past one, ready for battle, but no battle was offered 
Bonaparte now hastened his retreat towards Vltry and 
St Dirlcr On the 02nd Prince Schwartzenberg placed 
by this mancouvre between Bonaparte and Paris, united 
his army with that of Martchal BlQcher 

Marshal Augerean, who commanded at Lyons, made 
a sortie from the town on the nth of March with two 
divisions of his army m order to attack the Austrian 
general Bianchi in the plains of Mftcnn But he was 
c^U^ed to fight upon the tetceat Pnnce Hesse- Homborg 
joined Binnchi on the 14th and at the close of an ohstinata 
and bloody conflict on the 19th the aty of Lyons recei\'ed 
within her ramparts a portion of the Austrian army 
Marshals Mortier and Mannont pursued by BlQchor 
stood a \-iolent fire at Pfivc Champcnoise. On the aytb. 
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Blucher fixed his head-quarters at Ferte - sous -Jouane 
The passage of the Marne at Tnport was disputed , but 
a bndge of boats was constructed as if by enchantment, 
and the allies found no other obstacles m their way to 
the capital than the corps under the command of the 
Dukes of Ragusa and Treviso During this time Napo- 
leon was dispersing the cavalry at St Dizier In the 
evening of the 27th of March he learned that the allies 
had penetrated into Meaux After haiing lost some 
time in false manoeuvres, he commenced his march for 
Vandceuvre , he passed the Aube on the Dolancourt 
bndge, and received despatches from Pans, which in- 
formed him of the cntical state of the capital On the 
27th, Joseph Bonaparte reviewed the National Guard of 
Pans, and also 6,000 troops of the line Maria Lomsa, 
her son, the ministers and grand dignitaries of the empire, 
fled from the capital on the 29th, and Joseph endeavoured 
to make preparations for its defence A proclamation 
Avas stuck up, in which he told the Pansians that he 
had fixed his residence amongst them, as if his presence 
were a pledge of secunty On the 30th the finng com- 
menced on the plams of Pantin Certain seditious persons 
stuck up mcendiary placards about the city, in order to 
induce the inhabitants to loop-hole the walls of their 
houses, to dig pitfalls, and to hurl missdes from the wm- 
dows upon the enemy, in case they should dare enter 
the capital Upon the heights of Montmartre and the 
hills of St Chaumont the fighting was fierce and obstinate 
At last a capitulation ivas signed, and Napoleon and his 
generals ivere utterly ignorant of what had taken place 
at the gates of the capital ' They were tortured by the 
most agonising suspense. Joseph ivas astonished at not 
receivmg news from his brother, and apprehensive that 

15—2 
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he might have mot upon the field the death bo had long 
coveted 

I said to those about mo some days before the occn 
pation by the allies, It is supposed there is a movement 
gomg on m Pans," — All wiU soon be dissipated,” said 

Marshal those movements can never be dangerous 

to yon, emce yon cntirelv po3»e« the favour of the people, 
— It IS as mconstant as he, I replied such and such 
men wore long the idols of the mulbtiule who are now 
become their victims. — Yon have nothing of that kmd 
to fear said ho Nature has endowed yon whh the 
power to inspire both respect and loi'o and there is but 
one Josephine in the world. 

I caught with avidity every whisper from the captil 
and seemed about to receive important news from e ver y o u e 
who came thence. I listened 1 put a thousand questions 
my mind was agitated I had rectdved no note from 
Bonaparte for several days I nnagined a thousand ills 
had befallen him the last worse than the first And how 
was I overwhelmed with consternation when I heard that 
his brother Joseph had left the capital 1 It was, however 
but the prelude to the now catastrophes which threatened 
us. I had already fled and, nncertain whither to retreat 1 
determined to take the road to Na\'arTe At this sad juni* 
ture what an example did I present to the world of the 
ntter nothingness of human vanities I I understood the 
capitulation was about to bo signed and that the allies 
would bo masters of the capital the next mommg ’ I 

I Tbe Dews reached the slUet that the dtj had capSndaled. The 
hetr o{ Peter the Great aod the heir o( the great Froderiel; threw tbem- 
Klree Into each other a arm*, exclalralss. with teon In tbdr ejet. The 
fwtioi of tmmanUj to geteed I The two moaarchs. immedtolclT after 
the axmtotice was conditdcd. repaired to the belghta of Beherine There 
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was SO terrified, so overwhelmed with affright and with 
gnef, that I expected every moment to see them coming 
to seize my person I could not rest m my bed, where 
my fnends had forced me to repose for a few mmutes 
I was about to ^bridge this suffermg by ordermg post- 

horses to take me to M , when suddenly I heard a 

quick rappmg at the door of the chS.teau of Navarre It 
was four o’clock in the mommg , a courier entered and 

i 

announced M de 

“ When,” said he, “ a people are happy they judge with 
a feehng of mdulgence actions which are not wholly fault- 
less , but such a tnbunal becomes severe, unpitying, and 
almost always unjust when it sees itself in the jaws of 
adversity Then are men guilty and their acts criminal, 
then are the battles in which they fell hazarded by the 
blackest treason ' ” 

When it became known that the capital was to receive 
within its walls the different nations of Europe, every- 
body was loud in accusations against the general who 
was charged with its defence , the parhsans of Napoleon 
were especially vehement and bitter in their reproaches 
They retailed the story with that air of mystery which 
always awakens the attention and lends wmgs to rumour 
On hearing it, the people would not, except upon con- 

they looked upon the capital of France and received the deputations 
At four o’clock p m , Count Nesselrode entered the city, clothed with 
powers to ratify the capitulation, which was upon the following basis — 

“ That the alhed troops should, on the next morning, occupy the 
arsenal and all the barriers and then enter the city , that the marshals, 
the Dukes of Treviso (Mortier) and Ragusa (Marmont), should march 
out of it at the head of their respective corps, noth their arms and their 
artillery 

" That m no event should hostilities recommence until two hours 
and a half after the evacuation 

" Pans was recommended to the generosity of the allied Sovereigns " 
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ditions subimt to the laws which imperath'e necessity 
obliged them to accept 

If the rninonr of the approach of foreign troops rang 
loifdly through Malmaiaon» it did not the less resound 
through the castle of Navarre, where I was, tncraming 
o\’er the disasters of Bonaparte, StiH all hope hud not 
left me, I calculated upon the bravery and distinguished 
talents of the Duke of Ragusa. I flattered myself that the 
command of the troops composing the gamson was palely 
entrusted to him that whflo that personage so respect 
able on every account should feel a secret hatred of the 
strangers my husband and my family might still hope.* 

In my heart I deplored the fate of Bonaparte I was 
afraid and not groundlessly that he might lall for it had 
been mhmated to me that be was to undergo a military 
execubon at the bead of the invading army This cruel 
report so shocked me that my wmds expired upon my 
bps. For several hours I felt that my reason was failing 
In my deep despair I exclaimed with Montaigne Rely 
not upon the pr o mise of Sovereigns, whether of regal or 
repubUcan states honey disbls from their bps they are 

I I hare oarer nld that tha I>iila of Ra^tm betrayed oh I 
have only cakl, In a motmot of Ql-bomoor his capttoljUkn &l 
Eaaooa mu ridicoloos, it was injarioia to ma *' — ft 

Peiu ij B<3mi{*TU 

s Tbe most false and absnrd r epc s - ts ware jnt in cdnaUtfon at that 
time. Socoetlmea. KapoleoD was ratarnlng to Paris at tbe bead of 
SO0.000 men somedmes, the tx Emperor was condemned to death. 
&tcn assured yoo. nndar the fahh of an oath, that they hsd seen tbe 
carrla^ pass by arblcb contalnad bis remains. One woold tell yoa be 
bad seen it another that be was preaenl at his vxscntkm andfdreyoe 
an tbs details which tbe benevolaot people always r e cel re with aridity 
and always wlU recelra as king as they lore w^ertr partakes of tbe 
marrelkms Tbe troth is. It was loof; tboogbt Napoleon bad sbel 
tered himself in Footalnebleoti. in order to place himself again at tbe 
bend of his brave fa^io ns . who all swore to die in his defence 
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never more cruel then when they forgive never are 
louder in theur boasts of clemency than when they 
signing sentences of death ” 

After weepuag profusely over the disasters of my 
band, which I deemed inentable, I again momenii^^’^y 
recovered myself, but soon relapsed into my former 
Often, m accents of woe, did I repeat this sentimcri^ 
a great man 

“ O Praise, qiut Courts, where thou degrades! ^^y 
noble office, and renounce the degrading task of 
weak and wicked princes Ascend upv/ard tov/ards ^^y 
source, towards that Supreme Pov/er that hath enri'^'^ 
the tongue vnth the gift of speech, and hath given ' 
to thought and bemg to the soul. Even under the *^7^" 
of the Creator, man humbles himself before man 5 
thou, the soiereign ov-ner, to whom ah things 


art deprived of ad homage cue to thee alone!’ 

Xo, alas ' ’tis not the min of Xapoleon that I » 

the first wish of my heart, vhen I -'•as with him, 
know that he was hapm' : the second- that he might 1 "^' 
debted to me alone tor a part of 
my prayers can no ne"er be a 
my lies shall pronomoe rn omen 
la 
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brought to my ears the name of the unmortal AJcrander I 
found myself almost in the sad condition of the family of 
Darius, Should I await the orders of my husband s con 
queron or should I go and implore their generosity ? The 
melancholy state to which Bonaparte was reduced, wildly 
engrossed my feehngs and my thoughts, I was resolved 
to share hia death or to follow him mto enle,^ I was 
pamfuUy surprised to receive &x)m the minister Tallty 
rand, a despatch mvitmg me to rotnm to Malmaison to (io 
the honours there (8i) the Emperor Alexander and the 
King of Prussia having expressed a wish as I was told, 
to see the queen of that palace of enchantments, 

I had some difficulty in mustering firmness enough 
to comply thmlong I might perhaps have to receive the 
same Pnnees who had overthrown my husband and 
broken for ever the sceptre of his authority I made 
a painful effort upon myaelf and the day I was honoured 
with the visit from those SovereignB I managed to coo 
ceal my feehngs surpnsmgly But it could not but bo 
manifest that ray heart was sorely afflicted when I 
thought of my present ntuabon, and compared it with 
that of the great man to whom my lot was once united. 
How painful were my rotrospeebons I 

1 thanked those magnanunoua Princes for having had 
the generosity to honour with their pr es ence the forsaken 
wife of Bonaparte I testified my gratitude for the Io'*o 
they manifested for the French people (8a) I recoui 
mended to therr kmd conoderabon that brave army which 


1 Noble-bearted woman 1 wbat a «mtrut ik>« this presenl 

to that vhtch actnatod hta ueenJ «ife. who abandooed him as readUf 
and whh as little compu nction or oaccern, as If her child had hero the 
■DO of a Gcnnan boor and not of a greater than Ccesar or Alexander — 
TaajiiUsToa 
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had long display cd such prodigies of valour , 1 pleaded 
the cause of those bra\c soldiers \vho still formed a 
bulwark around the hero of Austcrhtic , and I claimed — 
eamcstly claimed — the liberty of the man whom I still 
lo\ed I forgot all his wrongs towards me, and thought 
only of his misfortunes In a word, 1 pleaded his cause 
with that earnest eloquence of the heart wdneh is ever 
so persuasive, and, perchance, c\on then did 1 con- 
tnbute something to secure for Napoleon terms which 
he might, foi tlie moment, ha\e regarded a'^ disadvan- 
tageous, but which It will be fortunate for him to be 
able to prcsenc for the future 

Could I ha\c banished fiom my mind the thought 
that Napoleon was far from me, and of his' cruel situa- 
tion, I might say that Malmaison then became again 
what it had been m its best days What charms did 
those beauteous scenes present, adorned by Nature and 
art, to attract a smile from the masters of the world ’ 
The concourse thither became immense, and e\cn without 
the presence of the man upon wdioni all my recollections, 
all my anxieties centred, 1 might here have enjoyed some 
degree of tranquillity and happiness , for now, all the 
trappings of greatness, e\ery prestige of human grandeur 
had vanished from me Some private and engaging per- 
sonal virtues were all that remained to me — qualities 
wdiich, doubtless, spoke far more eloquently in my behalf 
than all those mercenary orators who used to flatter me 
while I enjoyed the glory which surrounded the wife of 
a devn-god It was, then, to myself alone that I was in- 
debted for the sincere praises which the august Sovereigns 
were pleased to address to me Certainly, I w^as not 
insensible to the love which the French people testified 
towards the family of Louis XVI., and I mingled my 
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accents with tha voice of a faithfol people who readied 
their legitimate Princes (83) It is time," ■old I that 
this pohbcal crisis shoxild cease, and cease for evef for 
evetyocne must have had hia fill of rovolntraos. As to 
myself, I have never craved any other power than that 
of scattering blessings aroimd me, and in this I was 
seconded by Bonaparte. He permitted me to co-opemte 
with him in repairing with more or lets magnificence, 
the losses which the French Revolntion had occasioned 
to all the faraihes of the first class of society The 
heart s tme fehaty consistB In resigning all that it dear 
to one 9 self to promote the happiness of others," 
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CHAPTER XIV 

“We are easily melted to pity when we see an un- 
happy being overwhelmed with sorrow, seeking to hide 
himself from the sight of those who would fain share it 
with him, but who refuses to show to others, even by a 
tear, that his proud heart is pierced by the shaft of adver- 
sity The forsaken condition of such a man arouses withm 
us the noble desire of admmistermg to his relief, and his 
refusal to receive our consolations only serves to interest us 
the more m his behalf ” 

The King of Prussia and the Emperor Alexander seemed 
to divine the cause of a part of my profound afflictions My 
most secret thoughts seemed to be those of the two generous 
Pnnces They heard and pitied me, and the pity of the 
conquerors was a homage paid to the wife of the conquered 
hero 

I could have wished to keep up a regular correspondence 
with Bonaparte during the whole of the time he stayed at 
Fontainebleau I sought by every means in my power to 
console the illustrious unfortunate I strove to convince 
him that his own interests required him to accept the 
favourable terms offered him by the Sovereigns “ The 
least hesitation,” I wrote him, “ on your part, will occasion 
the loss of precious time Would that you were this day 
free! I am sure I should persuade you to listen to my 
prayers, and come to Malmaison, the place which was, as 
it were, the cradle of your fortunes, and which even now 
might become a secure asylum to him who will, perhaps, 
never find one, except amidst the danger of a stormy sea ' 
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filled mo with mispeakable joy Such were the emotiota 
which this produced within me that I fell dorni 
and was earned to my apartment Oh what new impulses 
of grabtudo and friendship then thrilled me 1 On i-Twntng - 
to myself, my eyes fell upon the bust of the generous 
Alexander (85) an cxclamabou of surpiise and admira 
bon escaped me for it was to him to his generous 
protection that Pans owed its preserv’abon and that I 
myself was indebted for the life of that man on whose 
account alone I still felt any interest in the a^iirs of 
this world 

And towards the nephew of the great Fredenclc, and 
his companions m arms, waa I also forced to testify my 
grabbida. But alas I Destruebon, the cruel daughter of 
Vengeance, had descended upon our hapless towns and 
abes, making her wild work with their beanty and opu 
lence, and threatening the utter overthrow of a second 
Carthage, One word one singie word from the great 
rnn n Alexander and hi* allies would hare hurled both 
the errora of the \'anqmBhed and the resentment of van 
quishera mto the waves of obhviom Alas I Pnnee," 
said I to the valiant descendant of the immortal Cathe 
nue how ought mankind to admire you for thus nnibog 
clemency to grandeur and greatness (B6) 

I wrote Bonaparte a letter as he was about qmtbng 
Fontamebleau for the lale of Elba.^ In it I addressed 
him as foilows — 

What than have I done, my friend or how can 
I have offended you? What 1 you reproach me you 

I The tuswcr be g» m my envoy w «3 this — Tetl tbo Eraprtti 
Joiojdiliie that a tmo hero play* a jame of ebne at the doee of a 
battle, whether loet oc moo D ca Mes , there are few men po**ee*ed 
of sgfficient roental p o m er to Judge of me witbotrt p 3 «rtw and pc- 
Judke- — Not* rr JosirHuct. 
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repel all my anxious concern for you ! Do you not re- 
member that the mother and dauglitcrs of Danus threw 
themselves at the feet of the conqueror m ordel to per- 
suade him to spare the life of a son and a father ? Alas * 
I see It too plainly, your soul is troubled, or you would 
not despise my kind offices But, Bonaparte, I have done 
all in my power to allcMate your ills, and, far from chiding 
me, you vill yet aclmow ledge that Josephine was, to the 
last, your most sincere fnend You will yet regret that 
you ever for a moment doubted it Alas ' I have been 
long plunged in the depths of affliction Death alone 
can deliver me from them 

“1 speak to }ou, but )ou hear me not, I write to you, 
but know not that you will ever read my w'ords But 1 
haie, at least, one consolation, that of behenng th.it if 
my happiness consists in thinking of you, you will not 
learn that fact with indifrerence — illusion for illusion' O 
my fnend, jou maj still imitate my e ample, renounce 
a deceitful v odd, and, spending the remainder of your 
da>s in peace (S 7 ), cultivate the noblest feelings of your 
nature, those of a father to your child Unfortunate 
youth, hov I pity him ' feeble skiff, thrown, without a 
pilot to guide It, upon tempestuous wa\es, c posed to 
be dashed to pieces upon hidden rocks O my frund, 
how frail are this ** orld's goods What man, prince or 
peasant, happ} to-da}, can promise himself to be so to- 
morrov ? Would ihat }Our ‘^on’s fortunes might not be 
influenced by those dreadful political shocks v;hieh have 
contnbuted to establish your o "n power, a pov/er v/hieh 
the sudden change in the go' eminent has now over- 
thrown Happy, a thousand times happy, he v/ho can 

I If tne r'iase' dl taJ"" tt’c t''ojb!e to 'yj i uU " J.’JIt'toirc df 
Oixragi: d'. Sj-a- yCa' vent i of DoonVr, Art iii , p ^55, 
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repose himself iinder the roof mhentcd from hia father* 1 
Who Ifl able to say ^ly field*, my flocks, my heartli, are 
sufBaent for me 1 Such a one may withont or 
amdety view the approaches of old agel But, with 
ambitious princes, it is never thus never never does this 
^blime thought of Young penetrate their hearts — 

We ttazKl *« In a battle thitmgv cxi thiosgs 
AroTtnd os felHng voonded oft ounelree, 

Thoogh bleeding with oar woondt, immarta] «ttTI | 

We Me ‘Ilam e farrow* oa anotber'a Irow 
And Death entreoched. pmpstng Ui awnlt 
How few t b emMire a In that joxt mirror ice 1 
Or teeing draw their Inferencea ai ttnxig I 
Tbsre death U cert^n donbtfnl here be must. 

And non we nxa^ within an age, expho 

Thongh grey oar bead*, onr tbcmgbu aod aims are g re en 

Like damaged dotAa whoee hand and bell dfaeent, 

P0U7 finga aix, wbBe Natore pointa at twelve — 

Dlrioe or aaoe, h e ocB lb r th oar joya for ever 
Of age, the glory te to wiih to dia 

It appears that these Memoirs of the Empress Josephine 
wofe not written beyond this penocL Pohticai eventB so 
extraordinary #0 disartroue — the fall of the great man 
whom she had never ceased to axiore as her hatband and 
whom his unheard-of reverses had rendered more dear to 

bo will find a notice of a book entitled, Prhtfn i$ U Dtaimt in 
hmfim in which the antbor otahliabe* the &ct that empfata ore 
nbject to the laws of change, and there are none whose dniatim 
Iran exceed a munber of ceuturi f. This doratloQ be fixes si 

from twelve to thirteen oentnrlea. By a long series of atgnment*. be 
srriwa si tbs csnchailcn, \b*i •• s. ce t tri n easjiie which balh bdd 
Europe onder its yoke ot In terror and whldi hath teen tUrteco 
hundred years wltboot receiving a morul Wow Is not far from some 
sad catastrophe — and then proceeds to foretell to those who Ihs 
within the botmds of that state, that the sigTia forewarn him that they 
win flee from h, foe fear of sharing the wwinds which wID bo Infllctod 
npoo iL 

I Nifkt I 
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her than his astonishing prosperity had done — so many 
misfortunes, I say, afflicted her too profoundly to allow 
her to wnte out the harrowing details I have been able to 
find only scattered notes and memorandums, from which I 
now proceed to draw the necessary facts for the completion 
of the history of the life of this Prmcess May the public 
pardon me for presummg to raise ihy feeble voice, after 
heanng that of a woman so justly and universally mourned , 
and may they, in the following narration, equal in real 
interest to anything that has preceded, forget that it is 
traced by another pen. 

To the praise of Josephine, it may be said, she heard 
■with delight of the return of the august Prince, who was 
received ivith great acclamations The public joy was at its 
height. Never did the capital see \vithin its ramparts so 
brilliant a ceremony as that of the 3rd of May, 1814 ! ^ On 
that glorious day, the French people formed but one family 
All the factions were annihilated , every one promised sin- 
cerely to forget the past and, on this auspicious occasion, 
a unanimous vow was uttered in favour of the allied 
Sovereigns, who, in giving us peace, united with that 
blessmg that of restoring to us the august House of 
Bourbon 

The Empress must have been surpnsed at recemng 
the compliments of the King’s brother “ Could she have 
forgotten that she was once the -wife of Napoleon, this 
would have been for her indeed a tnumph But this 
homage was addressed to her as an mdi-vidual Her 


1 The day of the entry of His Majesty Louis XVIII 

2 "I esteem myself happy,” said Josephme, "that fortune hath 
called me to be the -wife of Bonaparte, for I have ever used the 
ascendency I had over him in endeavouring to save the lives of the 
illustrious unfortunates whom I diji not believe guilty ” 

VOL 11 16 
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eminent services in behalf of fllustiiona outlaw*' wert 
well known to a Pnnce capable of appreciating her true 
worth It was not fo the Princess who was solemnly 
crowned In the great temple of Notre Dame that these 
flattering feliatatlons were addressed hot to a woman 
who for fifteen years past had been the pnde and ad 
mirabon of France- 

Prmce Engene not being able to p r es e r v e Italy to 
himself,* was constrained by political events to renounce 
the viceroyalty as well as the Venetian states, and the 
new arrangements entered into by the great Powers of 
Europe annulled the act of the Prince Pnmate by which 
Eugene was called to the sovereignty of Frankfort So 
that the son of Josephine, notwithstanding his valour was 
constrained to submit to necessity (83) stS) be iras not 

1 WheaeTar Joaephtne h^7pealad to oimem, from her tpaitmttita, 
a t luijug aboet the Toftiftca. or od ihs tsmca. and dit her ed a 
petitloQ amoog them. «bd woold seni (or it Thirty racb petitioa* 
vmld tometfane* b« preacQled In a ahiglo torenoan If they hap- 
pened to Contain the tifnaJnrea of peraona of note her faabft vu 
to grant rettef on the tpot. oot of re ap e d for the poafUoc of the 
clalmanL Bat bar botmtiea wer e not known- She charged her 
ncretary M Deechampa and her principal Mirt it c]t*Min to in- 
fonn thsma^rea retpecdng penoo pethionlsg and if in caae it 
tnnied ont that they were vkHma ^ the Rerololloii, which was 
moct freqoently the fact, ahe would grant a pension, or loiDe do- 
mestic rdief. 

a The Prince-Primate Charles the Soverdgo of Ratishoo bad 
adopted Engene as hla rocceasor at Aachafienborg, Piankfort, 

Thai venerahie archblahop bore a alQgQJar affection for Josepblec. 
■\Vbooffrer he spoke of Napoleon, bo waa accostomed to oy Tfw 
little good which monarch has done is chiefly owing to hh 
wife- So far &s in her Uea. she secki to repair hU faults and n 
charmingly does •v»e managa Wm thsit, to hear he r one wonld be 
almost tempted to admhe erea tlm political crimes of this scoerge 
of Germany This was certainly the most beauttfnl eoioglBni that 
coold hare been p eooo cn e e d opao the mother of the Prince abo 
was to inherit ihs estates of a man who knew so well btrw to 
discern and to recompeaise merit. 
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wuhout ho]iL' to In'- inotlur, vlit, laieu no othrr jo) 

than tint of hoini; uumlid to her cluliircn. On the 
return t>f the \ ic<'ro_\ sin* nq un enjo)0(l a fi w hritf 
moment*' of h ippme^*', lo be apprenated onl\ !»> a 
inoihct — that of (.mbiacin^, afi< i a Inmj 'cparatmn, tlic 
bone lo wlnnn ''lie jtavo birth 'rin*' w w, ‘'O to ‘'ptak, 
ihc last dehciom <emitJon ulnih jo'^oplnnt < spt ru need , 
for soon tlu m< Norabli I alts were to st\ci the thuad 
of her painful oMsti nee She h ul ueiuid fiom an^nst 
bps the issnianco that hi r esiitis elunild bt puserxed 
to hei, and hid Invn inxc'eted with tin title of Grand 
Pnclu'Ss of \a\arre {^u). In i word, !i ul *lu pnsei^^ved 
a Itse si.ieitue I'eart slie mndit, pi rh ips, m eon e'punec 
of the difiOicnt diov nut*' shi was to r<(ti\e ftom tlu* 
Court of f ranee, hi\i ctitiicli, destroxed tlu tiioJKctinn 
of the pist. xxiiuii li ul had ^o man^ charms for In r — 
cspiciallx X' boa s)u c i*-! lu i <)C' into tlu future ‘ Ln- 
forlnn lie xxom in ' she hid sieii tlu most brilliant illusions 
of this life pase aw ax , ‘h< nov drt nut of nollitng but 
to die , and yet the mo^t lUiistriuus ihinps of this xxorld 
were still around hej One of the most .1^,001 ible moments 
in this clositu,' ‘'Ceno of her CMstenct, v hen Iut past 
'^a.indeur seemed lo her but a dream, was tint v hen 
lc,ixc xxas ^(ranted ht'r to be piibhci) presented to the 
Kinfj- She xx.is xxorth} of it, she wlio at all times, 

1 Thi'i reflccUon i*; iinv orllix of ihe nicmorx of that illu'ilrioin 
Imt unfortunate voman How could he <icr have* “ forj;oUcn " 
lhai she xnr the hc!o\rd % >fe of the hero of the Italian and 
Hpi-ptian campairtn" of Austcrhi?, jena, llorodino. anti a hundred 
othor fields of glorj— of the dcitut So\f reign of the 1 rcnch people, 
whose hands had placed the imperial diadem upon her brow, vhose 
\oicc had shaken dov.n the feudal s\slcni, aud made all its ij rants 
tremble on their thrones’ — Tiansiatoh 

2 The Empress engaged her <^on lo procure her a presentation 
to the King Prince Eugene met with the most distingui* lied rc- 

16 — 2 
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The Emperor Alexander burst bto tears (93) Tlut 
powerful Sovereign had shown the most marked pOTonal 
respect towards Josephme. Ho esteemed and mourned 
her Hib eyes remained fixed upon the mortal remains 
of the wife of a proscribed and imfortunate man The 
young hero honoured with his presence the last mometits 
of a universally regretted woman He left the room 
deeply affected but returning ^er a few honra to the 
coffin he raised the death cloth from the farm of th© 
corpse, and with eyes filled with tears, uttered his last 
adieu in these touching words 

This Pnnoeaa is dead and she leaves eternal regrets m 
the hearts of her Ihends and of all who knew her ” 

This testimony of esteem on the part of a great monarch 
fills the measure of eulogy to the memory of the Empress 
Josephine and I abould add nothing to it, could grabtude 
have any bounds. 

Doubtless It will require a more eloquent pen than mine 
to erect a literary monumant worthy of her memory and I 
am by no means msansiblo to the feebleness of my means 
and the smallness of my talents but as that admirable 
PrmceaB was the most modest of women during her life, 

I have judged that her august spint could not reject e\en 
the humblest homage after her death 

Unite with me, then all ye who knew Josep hi ne hl-e 
me, ye have been witnesses of her benei'olent deeds. 

T'waa she who gave us work and bread, exclaimed a 
numerous procession of unfortunate persons who foiIov.cd 
her towards her long resbng place. She is no more, and 
m her death we have lost our mother and our support. 

Scarcely had the solemn convoy (94) that conducted the 
remains of the Empress to Rued reached the threshold of 
the church when her funeral oration was on every tongue 
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Every one exclaimed, “ Death has unexpectedly stncken 
down this heavenly woman, whose memory will for ever 
be dear to the unfortunate Without any other strength 
than that of a generous patience, without any other in- 
trigue than a knowledge of the human heart, she signalised 
the days of her prosperity by uncounted acts of benevo- 
lence Her heart was the fountain of those numberless 
virtues which render her the model of women ” The 
eulogy and the rehearsal of her good qualities formed 
the most interesting portion of her funeral pomp 

If history is forced to consecrate some of the errors of 
Napoleon, she ivill also relate that Heaven placed beside 
him an angel of goodness, clad in all the seducing forms of 
beauty and gracefulness She will also say that, m the 
times of our calamities, that goodness was never implored 
m vain , and that, if she was not always able to prevent an 
abuse of power, she could always inspire the sufferer’s heart 
with hope, that last consolation of the afflicted 

Josephine is no more ' There scarcely remains of that 
celebrated woman enough to fill the smallest um Yet the 
sparkling flame of a funeral pyre has not devoured her 
remains , the celestial genius which animated her still 
keeps watch over them, and causes them to be respected 
That monument is not covered by a pompous marble , it is 
not surcharged with eloquent inscriptions ordinarily the 
homage of flattery, or the tnbute of vanity Wreaths of 
roses, and crowns of amaranths and violets, replace the 
pompous escutcheons and the long and tiresome epitaphs 
m letters of gold But her dust deserves, in my opinion, 
another restmg-place A few days before her death she 
took pleasure, more than once, in repeating the following 
touthing and remarkable words “ I have, at least, suc- 
ceeded in drying up a tear, but have not to reproach 

' ' 17— 
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myself with ever having caused others to shed tears. 
Certainly she who during her mortal life was an honour 
to the arts and an ornament to the nrtue of friendship 
ought not to remain unknown in the vault of the church at 
Rueil Plants, flowery shrubs and trees, ought to form an 
arbour on her tomb and exhale their united sweets above 
her and by a diversity of fruit and flower present to the 
visitor a subject of deliaoos contemplation The rephyrs 
sporting through the foliage, and waving their branches, 
would seem to impart life to them and aniiliate the shade 
of Josephine A globe, an image of the snn should shed 
Its hght upon the darkness of the night, and keep watch at 
the entrance of her tomb At day-dawn a new star would 
recall to ua the unperfect Idea but one which we have 
adopted of the palace of the Pivimty whose vaults are 
formed of eternal suns The virtues of the deceased 
Josephine would seem then to shine with new bnUiancy 
and, m this moment of ecstasy the visitor should see her 
statue seated on a throne of gold crowns and immortal 
palms should drde her brows the earth be made to re 
joice at her presence among the celestials, and her bliss 
m bemg assoaated with that holy band who celebrate the 
greatness and goodness of God with songs m which angels 
and archangels join with the soond of lyre and harp She 
should point the way to that blest abode where repose the 
souls of the just whose conduct hero has been righteous 
and pure 

Our grandchildren, thmlnog there will be no more night 
and that an eternal day boama upon us, will sometimes 
contemplate the shrubs planted hero and there upon the 
lawn of Maimaison The amaryllis should spring up 
aroimd her tomb and bond aboie It like the weeping 
willow, giving to the place an aspect at once picturesque 
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and gIooni)\ The tears of friendship should often water 
their roots , upon licr tombstone should be read this 
inscription, eloquent in its simplicity — “ Here lies the 
first wife of Napoleon llonaparte She was universally 
mourned by ‘her contemporaries. She transmitted to hei 
children the heritage of her virtues She was seated 
upon a throne nhose foundations nerc sapped by the 
death of the unfortunate Louis XVI." 

Josephine, Bonaparte’s hast fnend , Josephine, the first 
object of his ambition, and the only woman whom, not- 
withstanding Ins inconstancy towards hei, he truly loved, 
wall live for c\cr Bonaparte was fortunate while her lot 
was connected with his His life was less miserable while 
she survived Lying, she still washed to press his li.and, 
Ins name was the last w’ord she uttered, and her last 
tear fell upon his portrait (95). 

If, after death, there remains of us a flitting shadow, 
Josephine wall dw'ell in the Elysian Fields Approach 
her, illustrious •Beauharnais, Hochc, Lannes, Bessieres, 
with brows bound wath roses and laurels' Haste to her, 
thou august Pnnee (Duke d’Enghien), whom she sought 
to save , haste, and crowm her with myrtle and amaranths ' 
Lightly rest the earth upon her coffin' May the place, 
w'here a simple stone now covers her (96) still tell the 
traveller that, on the 2nd of June, 1814, the remains 
of the Empress Josephine were here deposited , but that 
her name shall pass down the stream of Time for ages 
to come, and be known throughout the world, wdien it 
shall, perhaps, be searched for in vain amidst the ruins 
of the church at Rued But ’tis at Malniaison, in front 
of the chenshed abode of Josephine, that our posterity 
wiU come to visit her tomb 

Time destroys great reputations , that of Napoleon’s 
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first wife will bo deathless. Envy persecntes the hving 
only it respects the dead, and troubles neither their 
glory nor their repose. Josephmo shall hve when the 
earth shall bo consumed. 

Life is a ponahable good Time, m its rapid flight, 
destroys it The violet and the lily are not always m 
bloom the rose fells to the ground and its stock re 
mams, armed with thorns. Thus pass our years. I hai’e 
seen the feded despoiled ahnfl> clothed agam with flowers 
and verdure, and its stock, though armed with thorns, 
hath afforded me a lovers wreath bnt now alaal its 
roots are dned np * 

The silence of contemporary historians wilJ leave pos 
terity for ever ignorant of the immediate causes which 
hastened the death of Josephine. The secret is for eixr 
buned in her tomb and it belongs to no one to reveal 
It to the French people. 

Death separates her from the present Unpitying 
Death gives her to the future the future, Josephine, is 
thy recompense. Thy spirit attracted towards another 
world breathet a purer air above the tomb and repels 
the approach of Time, which sets bounds erven to Hope. 


Orid. Mn AmadJ Ub. 1 
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NOTES TO VOL II 


(i) Page 6 — PiCHEGRU 

Bonaparte did not order the murder of Pichegru, but he was guilty of 

great imprudence m saying, ill-humouredly, to D , M and S , 

“ When shall I be nd of this man ^ — he fatigues and annoys me It is 
impossible for me to send him to Synnamari, and I cannot make up my 
mind to sentence him Loms XI was not in so sad a predicament as the 
First Consul ' ” Those cowards understood him, and resolved upon the 
destruction of the unfortunate general It could not be disgmsed that the 
conqueror of Holland still had some partisans He was also feared for 
his unbending veracity, and was, moreover, possessed of a correspond- 
ence which might seriously have coihproraised the general of the army 
of the East The latter knew that fact, and was anxious at any pnce to 
regam it He had wntten to Pichegru, and caused others to write to 
him while he resided m London but Pichegru refused him that satis- 
faction The secret pohce had beset him with their bloodhounds A 
woman who had a certam degree of mfluence over him, attempted more 
than once to get possession of the correspondence by means of artifice 
All was useless The Consul swore eternal hatred against this French- 
man, a victim to his zeal m the cause of his lOng 

In order to satisfy, in some sort, the resentment of Bonaparte, and 

hoping thereby to render themselves agreeable to him, D , M and 

S agreed to send to the Temple four Albamans with orders to search 

Pichegru and possess themselves of his despatches This was but a vam 
pretext for sacnficmg him These miserable hirehngs fell upon Piche- 
gru and struck him The unhappy prisoner made some resistance , one 
of them held his hands, another his legs, a third gagged him, and the 
fourth, placing his feet on his throat, strangled him with his own cravat 
They even msulted the body of their victim, and mutilated it m several 
places The jailer was not m the secret, though those who ordered the 
commission of the crime were there The hapless Pichegru had just 
pressed the hand of one of them in token of their ancient friendship , but 

the heart of S was as cold as marble, and he remained unmoved 

durmg the execution The body was so placed as to raise a suspicion 
that the prisoner had committed suicide But such a rmstake could not 
be made , the he xvas too glaring Shortly before the commission of this 
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crime the teport wu drcnla±ed in P»tii tlat Pfcht^ htd p<i*nied 
hbntdi So raach tlio better old NapDieco ft ^ gfmn me the 
di»gre«Ue rwcaadtj of ponlihing hhiL Bat •whan he heard of the 
general • death he waa manlfeatljr mored tdi Imeca trembled. %\ai 
ho plajbig a farce ? He had alwaya ajanrod me of the co n t r ar y “ I 
•herald teidhe, haTo pardoood him loolyirantedtotiyhim. EtWi 
waa hi* langcage to Madame de la Rorhefao canid who toot the lrt«ty to 
■peak to him on the sobjoct The poperi which Bonaparte w*i "TiTti-MT* 
to reclaim were not found they bad been depoaked hi iithfol hj n<4« 
This crime, nld be, li a naelen aaeanination tla horrible I I 
■wear that I am Innocent of it, and yon ought to beUere me He o ftiwi 

oaed thii langnago to me, I wtah. con dn tad he, that 41 may 

long fed the effect* of the blow he re ca i v ed from th at onhappy tnin whOo 
Cipli'lng by ao cmel a death. Then, topping with hi* foot, he added. 
Had Picbegm Irved I ftboold hare been a fenrfnl enemy to Mm, He 
ha* fallen by the atattafn ■ band I ooght to pdty hi* fate and bare the 
Albantuu pmUhed. They a/iterwarcta dlMppearad, and Bonaparte 
regarded U a* a happy drcnmatance that the troth respecting thb 
nocturnal crime remained buried whhln the tower of the Temple which 
recalled to the mlodi of men each thrilling soch Utter recobectkxM. 
— Not* bt Josephtw. 

e (a) Ptf$ n 

Pirin ^widid ks wnJd aik tS 

Bon^arte wa* aorioo* to attach to his intmeU the ftmota Georges 
CadoodaL Thli Bdtcm. said be, la an important character to bb 
friend* He b extreme In ererything I had ranch rather pardon him, 
but he most in the Erst place bamUe blrnvJf before me. Otherwise, 
be most £sD a rlctlm to hi* seal for ibe wretched party be belong* to It 
b Cme I admire hb coxzraga. There b an end to &nrytbing ASler 
fierrlng the Bonrboca to weQ be might, I aboold think, attach blmaeir to 
my came Ah ! what doc* it matter to him •whether he aerre under the 
banner of an Octavios or a Lepidos ? Such a man a* be b certainty 
■valuable to the Sovereign wbo knows how to employ him." I boasted of 
hb coQiage hb rare dmtedaeM, and Interceded in hb behalf No. 
m«f4<m — td he, jou wUl Obtain oothlng for him — be b not of the 
■acM temper as the other*— he b a pbenomcnoc of the present age a 
rare friend. I want to gain him over and to do so be must owe hb Vh 
to me Use all your efforts to induce him to do thU act of condescen- 
sion— I give you full Hberty I promised to neglect nothing to dTein 
that object On the swl day of hb yrndem nation I charged a drveted 
serrant with thb bonoumbio mbsloQ. H# visited ths Veodian gtoeral 
and found him In the court of the Condergerie prison. saiTO«UHled by a 

groop oT prisooerm. who wens gastug apoQ Wm la *nwo and admirailon- 

My wbhod to speak sritb Um In pri ■ale, and for that pitpose 
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persuaded him to rvithdraw under one of the sombre galleries which sur- 
round that pestilential pit 

Georges refused to listen to any individual commumcation, and said, 
m a loud and animated tone, " Sir, you can speak m the presence of my 
friends , the same oaths bind, the same sentiments animate us My 
cause IS their cause, and their cause is mine What do you wish ? ” 

“To save you,” answered M de F “ I have come to you m the 

name of the Empress , write to Bonaparte and ask to be pardoned " 
“Ask to be pardoned!" rephed Georges, warmly, “and what is to 
become of my noble companions ? Will they be spared ? ” 

On bemg answered in the negative, and told that four of them were 
marked for execution, he rephed, with vehemence and indignation 

“ Go, tell Bonaparte that Georges Cadoudal can humble himself 
for his friends, but for himself never ' Thank the Empress for her 
generosity but tell her that my last word is, All or nothing' ” 
These words were reported to me, by my messenger, immediately 
I flew to Bonaparte , I entreated him to respite them all He repulsed 
me I mstantly sent back my messenger to the Vend6an chief He 

was playmg 4t quoits when F arrived The latter renewed his 

efforts to speak with him in private, but Georges refused “ Sign,” said 
the benevolent man, who sought to rescue him from death, “ sign this 
petition, and have it presented to the Emperor witlyDut delay " 

Georges glanced it over, but seeing only his own name in it, refused 
to make the shghtest concession, Charles D’ Hosier besought him 
repeatedly to reflect before he refused to sign Georges rephed, “Life 
is nothmg to me , honour is everything Could I save the lives of all 
my friends, freely, freely would I silence my offended self-pnde , but, as 
I can save but a part of them, I must share the fate of those who cU'e 
marked for destruction Such a man as I will know how to submit 
to death , until his last moment ivill he be worthy of himself, and of 
the noble cause he has espoused ” This said, he turned his back on 

F , and immediately retired into his prison 

These words were reported to Bonaparte they threw him into a 
rage “ Ah ' " said he, “ thou refusest my pardon Very well , nothing 
on earth can now rescue thee from thy fate ’ " 

He instantly gave orders to transfer Georges Cadoudal to Bicetre, 
there to awai<^ his execution The general ^vas quietly dimng with his 
fnends, when several keepers of the prison came and mformed him that 
he must go to the registry 

" I hear you," rephed the mtrepid VendSan " I am with you ” 

He embraced his fnends Several of them had obtained pardons, or 
a commutation of their sentences He seemed not to envy them their 
good fortune He embraced Charles D’ Hosier and others All were in 
tears The most of them were never to see him more He was im- 
pnsoned at Bicetre until the day of his execution Never would he 
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■abtcribo to any nqaest to portpooe the aiecodoa He died u be 
bad bred. 

Tbe day after hk axepcatkm a letter from him ttai left oo my toflette 
It wat In the following word* 

I thank yon for yonr genero tlty toward* n», I thonld have 
rioiatod my oath bad I Uatened to yonr propoaal*. In two word*. I 
could not accept tbem. Enjoy the gtsod yoo do, and the good that 
remain* for you to do Do not. madam, forgot him who die* fr» hi* 
King and whoeo tact dgh will bo far the woifore of the prote ct re** of 
unfortunate Frenchmen I 

I cocfesa I wa* deeply adiscted by the magnanimity be ditpfayed 
and shed tear* orer hk fate I could not help testifying to 
my regret at the foa of k> aahzahle a subject. 

What wonld you hare me to do I — be *' one or the other of 
03 most hare yielded, and, in that alternative, I must have been the 
ooe Thus it wu necessary berolam aboold soccumb — Note bt 
JOSTPETUni, 

( 3 ) PV 14 - 

Srrrrh wkUk tJu i£rk futvt anttalti from him 
On hk arrh^ In tbe United State*, Mcaiaa Tkdted tbe Falk of 
Kkgain, the Ohio and tbe Uk abalppL He returned by land to Morrk' 
town, wb^ce be started He pQrctMsed a pteaaent how co the banks 
of the Delaware Thk river recalled to hk mind the pasnge of tbe 
French acroa it, iu lySt under Rocbambean. and the ffttle tkge of 
Kew York, more worthy to be rememboed than a hundred battle* hi 
Europe which hare dodded nothing SoTTomuled by friend*, and a 
wife worthy of hk affectian and esteem ha forgot the wrong* be had 
endured and eeldom aDoded to the aothor of them. The Americans, 
so simpie In their manoera, could not reconcile so much celebrity with 
to much tlmpliclty on hk part Hospitality however k one of their 
virhje*, they adm/rod hi# widcfa was dlsphytd in relieving mfa- 
fortune. He p r efer red frshlog and bunting to oil other aamsement*. 
He might have been seen returning borne in the ersnlog, with hk 
negro in hk Uttla hrat, filled with fiah and came, Tk one of the 
■Ingalaiitles of irnman mlod that great men eidle our surprise 
when they do what tbe rnlgar are employed in. The respect of the 
Greeks for Phodon was incre as ed when they saw him dm* log water 

from hk well 

He spent hk winter* In New Ycwk. and wu* vWted by perww of 
different poiitkad sentlmant*. Tbe French Revolotloo had tuifiht him 
♦h«f political opinion* vary according to interest Hrth. edmalion, i\w 
Utnea, and tbe osoal lncDc*taiicy of th* hu ma n mind. The history 
slmoat aH celebrated men Is but a hklocy of ihefr cfeangM. How many 
of them are there who. after twenty year* of revolution ore sifll 
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like themselves ? He spoke freely, but not seditiously, respecting the 
French Government Unable to forget the evils which France endured, 
he refused to hsten to the proposals made him by certam powerful 
Sovereigns, ]iopmg to be able to aid in the re-estabhshment of the peace 
and glory of his own country The consternation produced at Pans by 
the news of the disasters of the expedition to Moscow, will long be 
remembered They surpassed those of Athens, when Pencles told the 
assembled Greeks, " That all their jouth had fallen in battle, and that it 
was as if the year had been despoiled of its spnng-time ” At the news 
of these temble reverses, Moreau’s afSiction was turned mto rage 
“ This man,’’ said he, " is covenng the French name %vith opprobnum , 
he calls down upon my unhappy country the hatred and maledictions of 
the whole world " On other occasions, he would say, “ His ignorance 
only equals his folly He has never learned that there are boimds to the 
efforts even of the greatest commanders , that mere bhnd force must 
dash itself m pieces against the natural obstacles presented by the 
elements Had he read Polybius, he would have learned that a general 
must study the climate of a country he proposes to conquer Charles 
XII might have taught him the danger of being cooped up in the 
Ukraine without magazmes, or the means of retreat And did not 
Fredenck the Great predict that the German or French army that 
should pass Smolensk would find its grave m the deserts of Russia^ 
But his flatterers had told him that Alexander the Great penetrated to 
the extremity of the empire of Danus, and that he must go to Moscow " 
When he had given up all hope of seemg his country saved by the 
efforts of its citizens at home, who were all either overawed or sold 
to Bonaparte, he ]omed the Emperor Alexander, and because that 
monarch, not entertammg ambitious vieivs upon France, only armed 
himself to repel unjust aggression He could not be compared to 
Conolanus, who sought to punish Rome because she had refused to 
make him consul, but rather to Dion, who resolved to deliver 
Syracuse from an oppressive yoke Like him, he might have said, 
" I march not against my country, but against the most despicable 
of tyrants The soldiers of Denis -will soon be subject to my com- 
mand I am as sure of effectmg a glorious revolution as I should 
be happy m having led you mto Sicily, should I perish on arriving 
there ” Plutarch mforms us that the people of Syracuse, when 
dehvered from their tyrant, prostrated themselves before Dion, in- 
voked him as a guardian-god, and cast handfuls of flowers upon his 
head Moreau felt assured that the enterprise he had espoused 
aimed only at results the most glorious — the deliverance of nations, 
the avenging of kings, and the restoration of a legitimate Sovereign 
to his throne His native generosity forbade him to pay any regard 
to the hberal offers made him by the Russian monarch through his 
ambassador There ivas no agreement between them, such as mlgar 
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night bo MW tho Graad I>iiie CoOBtintiiie ior tbo fim time. TbeUtter 

troQght the now* tlat It was the Intention of the Prcuch army to de- 
bouch upon the right Sorera! priaanen confirmed the feet tVa^ Boo* 
pexto had arrfvod at Dreaden with 60 000 meiL It wai cn thiiday tbu 
two Wttrtembcrg regiment* deserted the French, and paaaed over to the 
tide of the Roaiiaii*. 

On the ayth of AngUft 1813 the rain foU In torrent*, and iorceJy 
permitted the nao of the artniory Motean was maHrig matt, obwrf* 
don* to the EmpertTr Alarander when a canoon-bah diichaxged from a 
French battery which had been brooght Dp for tl» parpDac of dh- 
monntfng a Rmiian battery behind which they had rrtirod, broke the 
right knee and leg of the general paMed throngfa his horse, and carried 
away the calf of hi* left leg No language ran I' np i'i m the mooarch i 
grief ha wept, and with hi* own renlartd hhn «tl the aid In hh 

power Colonel Rapatal leaped from hi* horso to recalTe the general In 
his anna. 1 ant gone, said the tatter *'but it laglorloQ* to die In 
sDch a canse, and imdar the oye of ao great a Prltye. Tbo colooel 
aought to Inspire hope but the general, though unwilling to dfecocrage 
the hopes of friendship, showed by hla ailsuce that bis mighty mlM 
already oontem plated death, and that without any fear 

A Utter was formed of aereral Cossack pCkes, spoe which be wsi 
boriH into a oeighbouTlng bouse lea er p oa e ij to the French fire. 11 
Welly chief s ur ge o n to the Emperor amputated hi* right leg, Just 
below the knee, klorean begged tdin to examine the other and, on beuig 
answered that It was Impoasihie to are U. he nssarked. coldly Very 
well, cat it oC He conaoted those who shed tears. Notwlth 
tfiHing the effort* m«H<i to conceal this catastrophe, it *000 became 
known to the army He wax removed tom greater distance, and eojoyed 
a brUf hot quiet alaap, experieocing but little ferer On the s^tb of 
Augiat, be was oo a Utter eocloeed with curtains. He asked tor 

water often, to moXsten his mouth The King of Prnsefe, on arrirfng at 
TopUt*, aid to Swinloe, I regard hi* death a the greatest calamity 
which could befell me The E m p er or of Rusala met him on tl» 
frontiers of Dohemfe. He asked whether he bad slept and. coming 
near to I'lm enqtdred with the deepest inlereet respemiog his health 
carefully aying a few word* re^wctlng the position of his army hot In 
a manner indkatlng hi* fear to agitate him Bat U M Impowlblo to 
defAuV the grttf with wti:h aE west panctrated when, tcreard* night, be 
wa* •een stretched znolloolow on the Utter at boad-qnarter*. Tears ran 
down the acarrod cheek* of the behol der * and aoldier*. hardened by 
) ear* of fatigue were melted by the affecting spectacle. 

f h#i farigoe* of the fjumey the ferer decreased, aed 
^^e^ly the aurfeeca began to eotertaln hope of his recorery a hope 
which arcw5 from the unusually healthy appenrauce of the blood a^ 
that sereolty of mind which prevented any violrtC agfutton of the 
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g«nero*ity hod enffered hfan to v«»r U, M. SwfadM, wltt»«d the 
declimatloa of thmi Ftcnct general tgiJajt Bocaparta. wbon ho 
aCOUod of •hjnr^nrrfng Mm 

AAor la tmqnta night, ho btgstd II Salnlno, »ho «a« tho oojj 
penon with him to write to hie Hlrtarinti the following 

Si*x —I d at cand to the tomb wltb the tame aentiinanti of adcilrt- 
tfon, reepect and dorotkai whh which Yoor Uajeety has faupired im 
htm the fim moment ol oar aoqoaintence. 

He then doted hit eyes, •ay* M Swlnine^ I nppoted be °ti 
abcot to pro ce ed with hU dtiaeripn bat be an do more. Death b«I 
Impreaaed upon his featorea no trace of rtSoing He to be 

aleepfng a pucefol sleep. Daring the last fire boon, hi« friends men 
•eojdble tb^ be was slowly tiiiUiig to the grave bat be r fmtnlfd *hi»m 
fEs perfect resignadoo was shown by these few worda EKrine 
dmee bat thus wUIed (t we moat sabmlt wltbom monmuing 

The Emperor Aiesander recei v ed the news of thi* sad event tbroagh 
M Swinine, end said to him. In a tone of the deepeat He 

wu a great man — a ooble heart. He ordered th» body to be carried 
to Pragae, there to be embalmed, and tabes tbcnce to St Pcienbois. 
and interred in tbe CathoUc church, wUh the same hcco pr a which had 
iy'wn jWrt to *1^ rexBsina of Prin ce EntnaoS. ** Let os, at 
the Emperor try to do boBoar to his aemory He dy-n deapatched 
!J Swiritne with a letter to Madame Morean, with these words ** Tb 
a conaolarion which I tannot tefoso. to sand yon to bar It wQl iotarat 
bar to see a nun who was witl) bar hnsbaiid In his last momeiua. 

The three Soveroigna were each anxiooi to have the remiiDS of 
General Blarean Alexander said. His dost Is to me too predons not 
to be deposited in my capital. 

The Rmjv i m r' Utter to Uorean show* at once tbe Sove- 

reign who protects and the friend who coosolee. He wrote tho* 

** MaSui — When the dreadful stzoke which beiel Ceoeral Moreao, 
In my pr ea crce , deprived me of the enlightened connsels and caperience 
of great Tptm, l cherished tbe bc^ that, by p rop er cars and aitcn* 
tVoQ. he ndght be yewerved to hU family and hi* fctends, Provldoce 
has willed it otherwise. He died as ha lived, in the fall energy of a 
Ann and coostant mfibi Thtre It but aoa naadf Syr th> piJisw o/ UU 
—that of spared by triendshlp. In Rnui*. m a d a m , ytm 

will everywhere meet with tbe Mine sentiment and iboold you b« 


1| lllTill b~~* nck« r«t«lanU«< la trnmts ce UOn 

(as. Ahw t*T-4f « tWtet swl bsnt«lwTsnt to St. ftitsA. bs (outssi ^riat 

Rtcooo. tlu* «* Vfcerov c# luly St JJnnsr *!»«» by ki* tjcesb** itw AJrt- 

md* wbobsdteMlMEsaWWssoesottbs ***«. Tt* dsU-s *OMt »■« Wtu^ 

ktd OCX AUrsaJer acilwwt W* dmnSss brwbtf tP • iSe 
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pleased to fix your abode there, I shall seek every means to solace and 
adorn the hfe of a woman of whom I esteem it my sacred duty to be- 
come the consolation and support I beg you, madam, to consider this 
pledge as irrevocable , to leave me in ignorance of no circumstance 
whatever in which I can be of service to you, and always to wnte 
directly to me To anticipate your wishes will ever give me 'pleasure 
The fnendship which I have sworn to your husband goes beyond the 
tomb , and there remains to me no means of discharging the debt, at 
least a part of the debt which I owe to him, but to do all m my power 
for the welfare of his family 

“Accept, madam, m these trymg moments, this testimonial and 
assurance of my feelmgs 

“ (Signed) Alexander 

" Tophtz, the 6th of September, 1813 ” 

M Swimne, whom I have often quoted or translated, wrote, in 
English, a simple notice of the last moments of General Moreau, which 
concludes as follows “ The Emperor Alexander regarded General 
Moreau as a mediator between the allies and the French nation 
Alas ! who so well as he could have shown to the French people, whom 
he loved so well, and to whom he was so dear, that it was not to enslave, 
but to dehver them, that the allies had taken up arms ? ” 

General Moreau died before the proclamation addressed to the 
French people, and approved by Alexander, was pubhshed It was 
short, simple, energetic It set forth the reasons of his return to 
Europe, which were to aid the French people in shaking off the 
dreadful despotism of Bonaparte , and, if need should be, to sacrifice 
his life for the good of his country, all whose true sons he mvoked to 
jom the standard of independence He had requested Ale-xander to 
bestow upon him no personal title, his sole ambition bemg to restore 
peace to France, and to end his days m the bosom of his fanuly when 
that wish should be accomplished The Emperor replied to him, " Very 
well, you shall be my friend, my counsel ’’ Certam Memoirs which he 
had begun to wnte upon the precedmg campaign, were sent to the 
Grand Duchess of Oldenburg, for whom ♦i’ey were wntten 

After wmnmg a glory, followed-' 7 y so many calamities, I am re- 
luctant to speak of the recompense Alexander made a present to his 
widow of 500,000 roubles, and a pension of 30,000 It is the charac- 
teristic of true greatness to punfy the source of this metal, so fatal to 
men in the hands of bad rulers ’Tis for the best of historians to collect 
and record those immortal deeds For the great monarch, and the great 
captam, the most lasting monument is the pen 

— Note b\ A H Cha 

Observation — The foregomg note is calculated to mislead the 
judgment as to the true character of Moreau As a general he was 

18 — 2 
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oorer Tigoirm*. thcnuJx hb prolealooal altalnioeoU -woro cerUidj 
high. He wu filled with jeUcpiuy «t the riling greitDen oi Booi 
parte. In the campaign agiinit AoitrU, which twroinated tn the 
rictorj of Hohenllpdan. In December 1799, ho moc* thfn once »l»>ed 
thii {ealoos; In hli relnctBoca to poah forwanl totl thu tsEidj 

In obedience to the Flrat Conaol a repeated tirf ■‘.yTT iii ^ 

Indeed he wai really urged Into that glorlooa acbleremou by 
Bonaparte. It la probable that, Irom the moment of Napoleon • 
eleratloQ to power hla aocnbce and jealooi lool determined to recall 
the Bonrbona or at all eventa, to overthrow tha rnfiuiUf gorenunent 
With thU view he became Goocerned in tha ot 

Plc h egra and Georgei Cadoodal. and waa banished to the United 
SbUei Thta waa bat a poetpoaement of hia overt act of treaaoa. Ha 
fell, not a martyr to the good of France hot a victim to hb own narrow 
minded repiningi at tha good fortune of a man whom bs preaomad to 
regard u hla nral bat who waa Infinitely hb loperior both as a soldier 
and statesman. The fact oF hie JoColng the alllca la proof enough of Hs 
otter selfiihnesa, and hla dUloyalty to hu cormtrr SylU was a better 
patriot than be — TaaxaLaTOL 

<») »i 

Hk jcr^tn smA iU f^tjrr 

Kothiog conld sqoal the affection of JosepUse for her childreOL 
Whenever her daaghter waa aboat to be exmfised, a cocrier mas 
de^iatchad for the mother She would leave cm the Instant no matter 
at what boor of the day and never quit her fi^r a moroent bet coqUb o b 
to eocoorage In the oust affect Loo ate manner until she was aid} 
deUvered and out of danger when ahe woold withdraw Into ano t her 
room overcome by the effbrt, and Ml into tears. 

At the time of the dwth of her danghteria eldest wa, who died of 
the croup in Holland. Joasphine waa UL Allhongb the fever bad oca 
left her the started Immediately for LarAim near Brnsaels, ulth bet 
few attendants, in order to go and vUt that distressed mother wbo^ 
■n gnt»h waa so overwhelming that fears ware entertained that tha 
wocid go What mnst have been Joasphine s foollngt at finding 

her in sneh a sltnatioal 

She was inconsolable at the losa of bsr grandson and the more to 
becaaae Bonaparte, on hearing of bis death, bad said ** Tls a sod thing 
for Josephine High hopes rested opoc the head of that chUd. The 
project of repudiating hia wife, althoogh U had been pcerloosly sag 
geated to him, dates from that decMve moment, fils brotber's two 
sons never seemed to him fit for the succession Moreorer be 
wanted a Unml bdr and Jokcphine began sow to lose all hope of gl fog 
birth to one. 
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Napoleon thought of nothing less than the subjugation of the world , 
and, speaking of his two nephews, used to say, with a smile, " One of 
them shall wear the tiara , as to the other, I wiU make him Sovereign 
of the East His kingdom shall be composed of Upper and Lower 
Egypt," (S.C ‘‘Ah> who knows," contmued he, "but it is reserved to my 
family to reammate the rums of the Grecian empire, and to bmld a new 
Athens ? " &c Thus spake the conqueror Already had he astonished 
Europe, but new conquests were still reserved for him, and other nations 
were to receive his laws 

(5) Page 22 

" I could, no longer dispose of my time " 

Josephme’s mode of hfe was almost always the same , wherever she 
stopped with a view of remaining temporanly, her time was employed 
m the same manner She had what are called habitudes, in respect not 
only to places and pastimes, but to persons 

At the Tuilenes, at St Cloud, and during the grand journeys of the 
Court, her habit was to nse at eight m the mommg, take her combmg- 
cloth, and commence her toilette While her head was dressed, she 
would glance over half-a-dozen journals, and receive the merchants 
whom she had sent for, or such other persons as she could not admit 
mto the saloon When she was fully dressed, which ordmanly occupied 
about an hour, she would pass into the saloon at ten or eleven o’clock, 
where she found the dames de service, and those whom she had invited to 
breakfast with her At noon she sat at table at least an hour Break- 
fast was in some sort her only meal, for on leavmg her bed, she was in 
the habit of takmg nothmg but a cup or two of tea, with a httle citron 
I do not speak of her dimng with the Emperor, for he was always so 
engaged m travelhng by the post, that he never had time to eat After 
breakfast, if the weather was good, she would nde out m a calSche, and 
go to Malmaison, or on a hunting party In case she did not go out, 
she received calls from all such persons as had obtained the promise of 
a meetmg, of which she was advised either by the dame d'honneur or the 
chambellan de service These two functionaries could mtroduce only such 
persons as the Empress was not acquamted with, or knew but slightly , 
whilst all the ladies who were admitted to her Court came whenever 
they pleased, without a card of mvitation unless there was a concert 
or a spectacle, a matter appertainmg to the Emperor’s chief chamber- 
lam From breakfast till four o’clock, Josephme would receive two 01* 
three private visits m her separate room, or repose upon a sofa , at four 
she retired to her cabinet, undressed, went to reading, and took a little 
punch This lasted till five, when a second toilet commenced She 
rarely received a call at this time, because it was the hour at which the 
Emperor came, unless engaged m council , and when this was not the 
case, he seldom failed They dmed at six o’clock, and she again entered 
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tba mloon, where iho femnd the ddmtj is itnia In tbo orctdng tl» 
Tntntoe n, m t nh tb, geaenU, &c. ceUv Joaejiilna con* 

vor»*d, spolfl to oTcrjoofi. ind pUyod a game of >^rig»Tnmn« qj- 
u hi*t. If the Emperor came in» which w»* oerar before 0 rWV 
he remained noi more ^ qiuitcir o( an bcxir - nnUi^ ^ wasted to 
form a party at pla.y and then be wonld appoint the pffaoQ* to cotn- 
pooelt Hla party always cooaiated of ladfot, never of genUenum. Bat 
aoe beAlde hla partner 1 lor an^ waa the praoccnpaBon of his mlryt 
that be paid oo atteatSoQ to the card he was playing, amt threw oat 
his trtnnpa and high cards wilhoDt any nscenty and even vUbcmt 
noticing his mtataVea. Ko one dared to any rertaih apon hk 

mode of playing After gofng through with thl« MnH of gama, he wtwld 
lea\ e the nlooo. Josephine meanwhile remaining ontH the boor of re- 
tiring to bed- She nasally tw-mrta to imKii fadgned daring the day 
that she foond it dffficolt to fall asleep and would tarontlm^* cuc teiie 
with her fnms is g*Hs imtii three o clock In the morning. At Mal- 
nudson the only diderence in her mode of life was that the saw •ome- 
wfaai leaa company and rpent a Urge share of the day In walking, 
tboatfi new afooe. After the «Uvorce, Bonaparte need to visit her at 
Malmalscm be woold lead her Into the park, remain an hoar or so, 
bring her back to the tsioon, and then get Into his carrrtsge. She 
rec ai r w i him with perfoct pohtaoesa sjH dignity of msfiiyar weald go 
forward to meet him, and. when be left, accompany him to the gate of 
the Tesdbales 

(6) Pags »7 

Ttxnty maxUs at UbU '* 

The Emperor was never more than twenty miantos at tahla, e a tin g 
«rut tlrtnk 4 ng little. He allowed h4m»^if h o w e v er time cnoogh, 
after his soap, to taste of two or three dlibea and a little £ndU He had 
to be served wilhoot sny d^y for nnwUBng to Icae a svoment of time, 
■rul there never being bat ooe role his broth had to be replaced 
nimbly with such meats os he hud desigDated. Otherwlsa he would 
make his deasert with an shnoad or something else. When be roe 
from table, all the rest had to do the aime. He then passed Into the 
mIooq witfre his h«hlt was to a sznal] enp of cofteo. One might 
well «ppos& tisat the gneats he liMted to dine fcrand It neceasary to 
It hurty breakfast cr to return and take dinner at 

Immw Thoee who di ned with hint for tha first time or were ouc 
rnwnmj,,! to his at m ost starved. "They foimd U Impcastble to 

Hy tint they a kingly repast, although bis table was alwajs weQ 
spread and well served. Bat nothing whatever coold IndDca him to 
reatain at it more than twenty odootes a drcnnistanco aiDCh to tha 
annoyance of Joacphlna, who was often hongry bat coold not find lime 
to satUfy her appetite. 
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nvmwy only of our trfbolatiDnB m*y renuJn, 4 fiiTO 

vlgorooj haitd may idia tha redn* of gorommeat and prepare the -way 
for thfl ratoxatlon of the throne of St. Loab, by rebofldlng tha altar* of 
wonhip An angel brought the holy ^rnfaJl* from beartn. A new 
rrrimrla ihall exhibit it at VemPlei, at which all good Frenchman 
wonder Nothing U ImpoetfbWi In tha nloateenth century Every boor 
la but ooe step toward* the accompUabment of the grand p or poaea of the 
Deity In reapect to France. The tree which Haiti been cnt down 
to It* root* win yet tend op rlgoroiu ihoota, whoae flexUa bocgha »Hill 
yet cast a ahade that «>i»U from tha er en onfn fhw 'IVeat, 

and make glad tha bearta of the people — 

Sap* craai maOM fftna rcau. 


(8) Pag$ 30 . 

B» nfrhntatiat '' 

Joseph hw • manner at the the gave was Her 

air and atthuda were at once gnccfol and aedudng Her 

mode of eipreaalng heraeH was gradooa, ahraya in choice terms, and 
with so mneh ease and doaocy that the spectator was really astrelihrd 
to »eo a woman »Jm/wt at the same Hnse with fifty persoat, from 

every class of society from her mantoa maker up to and say 

tng >fgni»ihtng anW app C Opria la tO nna of 


(9) P«f» JO. 


Ts/Um fata /rtuna 


Shortly after Napoleoa was twAn Emperor at tha dose of a pdrats 
anitiiinnH vhlch Joeephlne h«A gnnted to TaHieo tha new monarch ei 
prewed his dtwatiiFartli.iii at the fadlity with which that lovely wooun 
recefved her former friend. ** When one Is oo the throne, said be, 
whh some sharpnee* he ought to fcirget everything 

*'Yea, ahe replied, everything but gratitude and so long as I 
have doQo nothing for TatUen. 1 shall be far from supposing my obliga- 
tions 

Haro you, than. be. fargotuo his conduct towards your 

hnsbauad In ^yp( ? I am a Confean, nnrt, of course, «^nuot forglra 
him 


“And I am a Creole, and a Frenchwoman at heart, repDcd the 
Empreea, with spirit I recognise my obligations towards Ta l l t en . and 
charge you, my frti^THi . to acquit me of them. ^Vitboot the 9 th Tbennl* 
dor neither yoo nor I should now be here.” 

Napoleon was struck %rith the forte of this reply and admitted that 
his wife (ho always called her so when they were together at home) was 
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towards that old fnend As for Josephine, she did her utmost to 
manifest her gratitude towards him, bemg always disposed to treat him 
with kindness She took care of his daughter, and never forgot that it 
was in part owing to her acquaintance with him that she was indebted 
for the astonishing consideration which she then enjoyed But she 
• really did little for the ex-director , her recommendation in his favour 
was often a motive with Napoleon for refusing him a favour 

(10) Page 33 

"TJte old doitii of Versailles ” 

Napoleon stood much upon etiquette He regarded it as the chief 
barrier of the throne, and even of more importance than mere pohtics 
Hence he caused an exact and minute account to be drawn up and 
presented to him of all the ceremonies formerly in use at the Courts of 
Louis XV and Louis XVI He directed the most scrupulous con- 
formity to them, and even added to them Upon points which to him 
were doubtful, he would direct the ancient archives of the old monarchy 
to he searched for precedents Josephine was not so severe , she ad- 
mitted to her presence all persons who came well recommended, 
conversed m a friendly way with them, and entered with interest mto 
all their pnvate matters and their minutest details But her mode of 
receiving the functionaries who had governed France during former 
years was dignified and reserved and a pleasant smile would play 
uppn her lips on seeing the French Brutuses clothed in the livery of 
Napoleon's Court, and all the airs of grandeur which once formed the 
charm and the luxury of the old Court of Versailles Sometimes, while 
drawmg the comparison, the Empress would so lose her gravity, that 
she had to withdraw to her apartment to give vent to her merriment 
" I can contain myself no longer," she would say " This throng of 
new courtiers, almost all of whom have sworn eternal hatred to kings 
and to royalty, are regularly in attendance at the great and the httle 
levee of the Empieror, in order to obtain the appearance even of a look 
from his imperial person, and to repay him for it with the pompous 
titles of ‘ Sire,' and ‘ Your Majesty ' " 

{11) Page 33 

" Your looks betray tiouble within " 

"Shade of my father!" exclaimed Bonaparte, the night after the 
battle of Austerlitz , “ I cannot credit thy prediction What 1 can you 
compare my fortune to the inconstancy of the seasons ? Surely, never 
did the seasons exhibit such evidences of permanency You orete to 
me dreadful reverses, and even that I shall be abandon y 
friends and relatives Do you not know that they owe to me all that 



a88 


NOTES TO THE SECRET UBUOIRS OF 


(19) P ' V ‘ 46. 

Ce*rt baUt atU anttiU 

N*polaon perKmilly occapied hinmlf \tij Ultio %lih tho art* be 
coitfratod none of them- He vltnved a picture or a »i«niA vlth very 
littJe attentiocL If he pteaaed mitli It at the firat glance. It vas 
alway* fine to him bot no remark* were to be expected from him, 
either apon Its beantiea or it* ftnltt. A* the chlwf of th« ha m- 
coanfged artists became he knew them to be nrrreiiij sod oaaful but 
never from mere taste. The only art hnni which ho derhed a con 
stantiy renewed pleasure was miudc, in i exp e ct to which it was not easy 
to please him. He detested what i* called hill music. ■tkI , coqM' 
qtMntly did not like the grand opera. Of loud muslo he was fond of 
none lW martial, and, if accompanied by tltf discharge of it aas 

10 much the more agreeable to his eara. But while ahaent froct the 
parade or tbe army he fell Into the oppoelte axuein e. Be p t e farted 
vocal to InstnuDental music and was partlailariy fond of Italiaa slngnig. 
He had in hi* pay mtmeron* Italian singer* of both scxsa, and gate 
them an annnal cdpeiul of 30 000 or 40 000 franc*, wlthoot tncl tiding the 
presents they received while foUowlog the Imperial Court. Tbe Em* 
peror had bis private concerU trrmj week at whkh be wa* ^«duUy 
*ri] j T-r*iai-i in 1 toeing The greatest dlffichlty was to accompany the 
aJng rn g with the pfarm Ho mrS an ai^ oQiDpsrii iT i**^ t eacctd* 

Ing ly and never would tolerate it tmka* nstalaed by the rarest talent 
In ^vlng his Idea of the mode In which tbe voice ihoold be tbos accocD 
panled, be would say Geoliemen. give me only a mm va/cur 0 / ummJ 
It is certain that sound when soft and sweet had a wondtriol charm far 
him , anH it was seldom that a penon whose voice made a favoorabla 
impresslcui on his ear could faQ to please him. So far did bs csjry this 
pa— that he was charmed with tbe harmouioas sotmd of a name 
which happened to be given but U, on prnnonncing a new name. It 
sounded badly to hi* ear be would grate hi* teeth, pronounce it wrongly 
and never retnember It in which case you might be sore the penon 
who bore il displeased him 

(ao) fVg* 4B 

“ Tk/ #/ grtiUmU 1* ovtt me ” 

\Vbcn tbe Empren was at Mookfa to attend tbe wedding of her 
■on, Prince Eugene, the exper ie oced tbe greatest dilBculty oa the part 
of that Court The Queen was tbeo desirou* of marrying the PrineckS 
Augusta to tbe Prince of Bftdeo her brother Some false and nnfar 
tunaia expnasioQs had $0 prejndiced tbe Prlncss* agslmt D canhirn a U 
that (be h«H made a frigblfnl pictnre of him Her gorernoss, bowetcr 
pjMcssiTrT as it appeared, an nnboundcd tn fl o e nce ov^r her It was 
iM i sMirj to gfi'n tka gor cr ness o% er anH the ■eemed to be incorruptible. 
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But Napoleon undertook to smooth all difficulties, and succeeded The 
marnage took place by the consent of both families 

The same woman who had so determinedly opposed the marnage of 
her pupil was, nevertheless, appointed tire-woman to the Princess at the 
time the marnage was agreed upon . and at the time of the first confine- 
ment of the Viceroy's wife in Italy, at Milan, she addressed a letter to 
the Empress, giving her an account of the birth of a pnncess, and a 
minute detail of the tender and affectionate attentions of the Prince 
towards his \vife during the pains of childbirth She compared Eugene 
to a beneficent divinity Her letter was written in a tone of exultation 
which surpnsed the Empress, and led her to reflect that the judgment 
IS often governed by mere outward circumstances 

(21) Page jS 

“ His study and nuditaiwn " 

The eldest son of Hortense already evinced the highest promise 
His disposition resembled that of his uncle, and Bonaparte showed 
a strong affection for him “ I recognise myself," said he, “ in 
that child He has the faults of childhood, but a feeling heart ’’ 
— ‘‘He has his mother's heart," said Josephine, ‘‘a more perfect 
model could not be conceived " The Emperor cherished the chimera 
that the little Louis would one day be able to succeed him ‘‘ I should," 
said he, " compare my brother to Phihp of Macedon had he given us an 
Alexander, provided always, like him of old, he cuts the Gordian knot, 
and restrains and extirpates the factions The boy," said he, with 
a feehng of enthusiastic pride, ‘‘ is worthy to succeed me, and he may 
surpass me " But while Josephine was preparing such high destimes 
for his nephew, death suddenly and unexpectedly cut him off, and thus 
was broken the reed upon which the great man leaned , thus, like a 
shadow, disappeared that feeble star, which had shone ivith but a 
momentary glow His body was deposited in one of the chapels of 
Notre Dame, at Pans, where it still was in 1814, though it has since 
then been earned to St Leu, Taverny 

{22) Page 51 — Malmaison 

Josephine bad at Malmaison a flock of Mennos The shepherd who 
attended them did not want to be treated as the shepherd of a simple 
fanner, and wishmg to obtain some mark of distmction, begged the in- 
tendant of the gardens to represent to his Sovereign that his bed was a 
very bad one, and that he must have one of feathers Josephine laughed 
outnght “ My shepherd,” said she, ** would laugh at me should I insist 
upon a change of his habits merely because he takes care of my flock , but 
only thmk, should I give him a bed of down to-day, he would m three 
months want to stable my sheep upon my carpets ” When Napoleon 
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wu trivoUiiig ihfi had & pkjoot gmrd to do •errlce for har Ona idaht, 
towmrdi nuimiag ihe heard marching cod congUiig onder her 
on tbo tide of tho garden. 'woodered nho It coold bo ♦>!«» 
waiUng to Ute at night, ’when the olrvi as to chilly sh^-was told that it 
was the aenthMl posted there. The moment aha quitted the nlooD the 
sent for the officer of the gtuxd and — td to hhn. Sir 1 have no oacd for 
a senthkel at night then bravo men nnder<«QtanoQgh In the army when 
they foUoved h to the wan they most mt vhBe hi my sorrlca. 1 doo t 
vrant them to catch cold. The office^ coold not help imlUnj tt Jem- 
phine ■ apprehensions and the ercen of her IdDdnesa. The mninal uas 
dfapcmied whh and hta pUea never re-anppUed. 

(* 3 ) Pit$ 31 

HU ptrmul 

Na p oleon slept bat little, and at every pert of the day la udl as 
night ha vroold ilamber an hoar or two ai^ then go to work. Aod U 
fretjoently happened that ha would waJte and make Jonphlna get op and 
tabs a valk with him la the *'U(Ue park- She never demorred to the 
call He wcnld tedng her bade, afttf an henr or so fall of langhter and 
merrimaat She would then go to bed s^iln aod sleep till eight 0 clock, 
her ocoal hour of ririog whenever she redded at Coart 

(M) P*t* S3* 

AU* to /rmlM ikna 

Bon^Bita enyjyed h(mwJf at this placa. which b* aw embeQhhfid by 
the care of Josephine, under whose bands It seeuted to assume a new 
fortn and the appearance of new craatlaSL The dafly octupatfooi of ths 
Emperor were unlfoim. Hli promenades In the little forest wen fra- 
qusoit, suH he was often o«*rtifnp«nt#<t by the Empress. She lo^wd to 
point out to bhn the objects of art contained In Iw mosetua. Some- 
tim^ vrouid l**d him to bcT sbeepfold, and show him with a Lind of 
prido her besmtlfal dock on another occaiinn she vroold contrive to piaj 
off aome a g r e eable sorprias upon Mm whDe visiting her bsaotlfol lum, 
where tho K«rt a "TTmtKtr of caltls Uunce she would take him to her 
gardens Tid rrtaVx htm wander through tbeTu. uaming to Um all tbs 
plants with which they wer e adorned. Dona parte was quite fond of a 

oo« dsy nlUd Napolwo'* lo u oin i /is. 11 

•boot U u>d wtd. WbT (tLUbao^(rai liMiao(Us(FtMit>o«tU. — TU, uU 
tta, tb* akme ot tlw trea 'TW DeoMUrr to wwty tbs of plaaU U wUtf 

to m>d«m«od »h*T«. sb« U)U bla b wss c*IM ihx* 00 tccvoai of lu buur 
afid ibat n wm« m w sQ sorfciu^ that S wbo b«l,H to been fed 14^ 

Catar' taw CftOeJ to be UnilU w tb« KhoU cl B«Coo tad ^ oi- 

nodt Boauue. u ,i. TLf..pi.n th« UihtiKfio nrdtni. wt* tvfcu- 

jowthiM «sk«d Um tlw um of aaw iomw wbkb b« «u pwLas U lowcr-fia. 
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country life He would willingly have spent his time, and it would have 
been his happiest, at Malmaison, had not the cares of government pre- 
vented He loved to come there, take Josephine by surprise, and play 
some sly trick upon her Ordinary sports amused lum but little His 
pleasures were always of a noisy kind 

The second son of Louis Bonaparte was one day beating a little drum, 
given him by the Empress, and manoeuvnng his soldiers, and trying in 
vain to direct their movements “I’ll break that company," said he 
with indignation “ they don’t keep the step " His uncle heard him 
scolding his puppets, and laughed heartily at his repartee "Good," 
said he . " if you go on you will be a good soldier , you will love to keep 
up the discipline of the army " — " This is the Grst proof of it," replied 
the Prince, dashing in the head of his drum “ When my soldiers hesi- 
tate to march, or refuse to do duty, I have no need to rally them any 
more ’’ Bonaparte repeated this anecdote to Josephine, who was much 
amused by it He added, " I believe that my Pope ' (it was thus he 
called the boy) will become a great general, and one day, perhaps, a 
pontiff, wholly temporal 

When the Emperor was at St Cloud he was always amiable He 
delighted to play slight tncks upon the ladies of Josephine’s smte Jose- 
phine would be the first to take it to heart One summer s evening the 
whole company we^e sitting together in a circle and enjoying the fresh 
air upon a mossy bank Josephine, passionately fond of flowers, had 
some before her Napoleon, with his hands, scraped up some gravel, 
and poured it into the cup in which she was preparing her boUquet 
The bunch of flowers was spoiled He went and collected another, and 
presented it to her in the most gallant style She was always the first 
to laugh at his jokes 

He used to talk familiarly with the people in his service, and tliee'd 
and thou'd them all, or the most of them He was fond of putting 
questions While examimng the orangery at St Cloud, he perceived a 
man named Father Oliver, an old gardener of Louis XVI , old, and 
smlnng under the weight of years, though still able to labour " What 
wages do you get,” said he, " ray good old man ? " — “ Thirty sous, sir," 
was the answer \ Why are you not dressed hke my house servants ? " 
— " I don’t know , undertakers, I suppose, lay the money on one side 

to pay my rent whenT die ’’ — " Here,” said the monarch, “ are twenty- 
five napoleons to pay thee the arrearages due to thee I shalljdirect that. 


He appeared embarrassed and replied, " I don't know — I will go and get my catalogue." 
He went, but before he returned Josephme had thought of the name and hastened to 
tell him, " ’Tis such a plant " The Emperor was struck with surprise at the accuracy 
of her recollection , and the sapient botanist hath remarked to many persons that he 
was perfectly astonished at the extent of her knowledge and the prodigious strength of 
her memory Notlung could escape her observation 

I His Holmess the Pope bapused Queen Hortense's second son 


19 — 2 
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fi* tJio tlmo to ccmio, tlioa kbalt rocehro yflariy a iiiU of clothn ockI in 
ad Hl t km aJ aUowanco. Tbon art Ui« Deaa of St. CJood (ha U itfll iiKny. 
Tlioa hut vritnaased morn than one nlgn thoa pnwil throogh a 
tanibla revolndoa -vithoot looklog What maUen it what maatcr 

then aerrest ao bog aa tby orangery ia not displaced ? It b hot jn*t 
that thoa ahooldat yet obtahi the boiioitn doa to thy labotm and tb L 
my brave old taan, who charge myself to bestow tNw o 

In general. Bonaparte freely Tecabred Into hla empioyment the 
servants of the preceding reign. He did not <-tTn«<fW thkr fldcUly 
aa a on the contrary that waa a nre TTi#«n» of 

patronage. In thla Josephine hfm. Both agreed upon »h«t 

point 

Sha happened mu day to aee her principal hontsmao (H Cnfrls) 
Sbe waa taWng a walk with her hnaband at Tdanon. She aaw the nun 
take from beneath hb wabteoat a medallkm portrait and csrefoUy wipe 
it. As Godrin vu no longer a yoong man, she supposed it most be tlM 
mlntflinr e of oos of hU chOdren. aod ssWrfi to see it The "rn • ejQ. 
barraeunent waa extreme. He atammered. Tbe pmeoce of Bonaparta 
greatly incretued bb fears. The poor hroiteman ahdoct fainted. SvUb 
a trembling hand be tmtiad from bb neck a cord of black sflk, and 
placed the trinket tn Josephhu e bands. Sbe iliowed it to her bnshsivi. 
and both asked him bow be cams by !L " Sin, replied Gofrin, wbo 
began to be mere ** I have not abandoned Loob XVL Ha wu 
my muter an/i I shall mooni him as long aa I Uva. WhDe he wu In 
the Temple, I served tbe maaons who laboored constantly to reader hb 
prboQ more horrible. I was ao (ortanate u to bring him soma coffiioTts, 
and tbb portrait U an evidence of the confidence which that unhappy 
monarch dslgoad to repose tn ms. — Ah. yes. esclaimeri J os cphl n s, 
and assoredly {yon deserved it I Bonaparte applauded thb borit of 
feeling. «Tvi congrattilated Gnhrln open 1^ falthhil and generous con 
dnet (He even fnlfilled some sec re t mbsions abroad in behalf 
of the royal family ) Napoleon promised him hb protection^ and 
aasmed him that he never forget an act of such ran fidelity 

and 

(S3) Ptf* 33 
Pjlainu 

General Bertrand followed Bonaparte to the Isle of Elba from nwrs 
devotloQ to hb p er aon. not hb party And so strong was the domloioo 
of gratltTide over hb heart, that, Seroeelng without possioo and w ttbool 
hope the event of hb re-entry Into France, on the soth of hlarch. r8t3« 
ho noshed to kloont Sl Joan os to a >t>lnntary death. From tbs first, 
be pronounced « gvtn«* tbe war In the Chamber of Peers and men, 
at the peril of fik plmrinu Napoleon dared to ronnsei pea c e, bo man 
can ever be so onjust in hb apprcdallon of sveoti, u no* to know what 
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was the opinion of Bertrand respecting Bonaparte's gigantic enterprise 
Perhaps our astonishment would be less had the issue of the war been 
doubtful, or the fortunes of the combat uncertain But why could not 
he who, while victorious, loved the friends of peace, have found it more 
to his interest not to fight at all, than to conquer two hundred and fifty 
Ciceros of the nineteenth century ? 

(26) Pass 54 

"Some mystei lotts design " 

Bonaparte was really superstitious “ I have often seen him," said 
Josephine, *• fall into a terrible rage if one of his valets de chamhre 
happened to place on the left hand what belonged on the nght , for 
mstance, his bo\ of razors He contracted singular habits in Egypt, 
which probably related to certain practical secrets In taking off an 
article of clothing, he would often throw it over his left shoulder, saying, 
‘ lands , ' another, and add ' castles,’ and so on to the end, repeating 
‘provinces,’ ‘kingdoms,’ <S.c I have seen him, while sitting upon the 
inlaid floor of his apartment, take off his stockings, and throw them 
both in the same direction , he would then come and he down by my 
side If one of my women happened to leave a light burnmg, though 
carefully set aside, he would jump up instantly, and go and extinguish 
It He could never look at a lighted candle with composure ’’ 

(27) Page 54 — St Cloud 

Josephine was fond of children, and by no means afraid of their noisy 
sports, when they seemed to amuse those who were present She loved 
to see dancing (though she never danced), and especially when her 
daughter attended the ball It would have been difficult to find a 
woman who could excel Hortense in dancing The grace and agihty of 
her movements rendered her an object of admiration , and her mother, 
as well as the other spectators, could not turn their eyes from her 
Balls, lively sports and charades cn action, kept Josephine in a constant 
laugh , and when she was on her short journeys, her eveqings were spent 
in this kind of sport One evemng, at St Cloud, shortly after the 
coronation, the mght bemg qmte dark, Napoleon took a notion to play 
at barriers m the park He was told that it was not light enough for 
that, and that there was danger of breaking his head agamst the trees 
But smee it was his pleasure so to do, some twenty torches were hghted, 
and earned by the valets, so as to light up the ground The scampenng 
commenced, but, owing to the darkness, they ran agamst each other’s 
noses, while the valets scudded off m every direction, under the idea of 
giving hght to the sportsmen Josephme, who was then slim and 
nimble, ran with great agihty, and caught the Emperor by his clothes, 
shoutmg out, " You are my pnsoner ' ’’ By a violent effort, he escaped 
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from her ejacolatlng I « prlttner? Never of tayooa '■hileverl 
He could Dot than rewl the fuluie. [No doc needed. Ho w»s never 
a fi itcnur of war ho wa* decoyed tinrW the Idea that P-n gl«rw^ would 
permit tdm tho mme righli k» other t arij^ en at ^^hh her She 
then, after ho had soltmiarily come within her juriadlctioe rioiaicd tbo 
rigbta of bofpltaltty treated faim, not aa a prisoner bat as a tU» and 
doomed him to perpetnal confliwnent. He never woold have suffered 
himself to be made a prlaoner woold be bare tli man hlnadf 

into the aea, or tomed hit s%ord opoo Umsclf I Read his letter to the 
Prince Re^^t. in which he aaka elmply for a seat at the hearth of 
the British people,” a Utter never answered bj base Priarre, and 
then judge whether the heroic sool which dictated it coold, tmder 
any chmmstincee, be capable of a somnder I To her shame be U 
said En glan d whose Government bad baiboored and encooraged the 
Boorbons and their hired aacaestna, refosed to eactend the commoe rights 
of hosphalltj to Napoleon. Bat the day of retribatkc, thoogh dbtaat, 
may overtake that hanghty end onjnst GovemmesL— TaaxautTOL] 

(aS) 

'‘AfntdUt iff i^y Xtiistd." 

I have already aid that Josephine oAeo displaced a thotightlesa> 
□e» in her geneitslty vUcb embarraaed her and from the effects 
of which she found it difBcalt to eztrlcale hersell This arcee from 
her fear of offending and producing dlacootent- She wns in the babh 
of recdvlng with perfect dvOlty the acton of the ThWare rnui5ais 
and the opera, whenerer they had any favour to aak, I do not speak 
of Tahna. who was £re<}nantly ■«lrnlH^ ]oto the presencs of NapoUoo 
^nl^ his wife, in order to read tragedies to them, but of those aho 
uishsd to TTiaLw a proSt by their playing Maxlemolselle Coo tat whom 
Josephine had long kDCmn. frequently paid her court to the Empress 
at the Hitu^ the thoaght of retiring from the stage. She was on a 
visit one day to klalmaiaoo, and when aboot taUng lea\'a of bcr 
Josephine her promise to come sed breakfast with her (wo cc 

three days ifademoiselle (Vm iat, though sensible of the faroor 

did Dot forget that sbe berself was perfectly versed in the cages of 
society ■nri aware of all its reqoireinents and convenleocea and 
resolved slthou^ Josephine h»d, for a moment, trrgotten her 

rank, sbe would not forget her own. She was, however pard oo a h is 
for having witU^ot reflection, sccepted the invi tatio c. 

The morning of dny agreed npon, Josephine bethwight bet 
self *h«t she hod Invited the actress to breakfast, who, vhe might be 
sure, would po* r«n to i-mw CTmi rdaled the chcomstance to a coo 
friend. In a way that snfflcicnUy showed her embarraameol 
Her friend told her she most And some means of avoiding ibe break 
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fast, which could on no account take place without producing an 
unfaxourable effect \.ftor casting about for excuses, it was finally 
concluded that the most honest one would be to feign sickness 
Mademoiselle armed, and was met by an attendant who told her 
that the Empress was aftheted with a terrible headache, that she 
was in bed, apd utterly unable to see company, that she much re- 
gretted this unseasonable attack , but that, if Mademoiselle Contat 
would pass into the octagonal saloon, she should be served with 
breakfast Ihe latter, probabl}, now began to take the hint, and 
instead of passing into the little saloon, she immediately jumped into 
her carnage, and returned home to breakfast Everybody knows 
how much grace and geiitilitj that famous actress wore in her face , 
but It was remarked that henceforth her looks became less amiable 

(29) 55 

‘‘ Ihc siiallisi dJiiils ' 

The return of fallejrand to France presents some curious incidents 
of a pnvaie nature 

Madame de Stael took a deep interest m the return of the Bishop 
of Aulun but his name was on the fatal list, and he could not safelj 
reenter France What was to be done’ Madame de Stael pre- 
sented herself to Madame Chat Ren , and besought her to 

unite her intlucnce with hers, to obtain from the Director)' the erasure 
of his name Ihey were of opinion that Talleyrand ought not only 
to be recalled, but appointed to the ministr) The matter was attended 
with great difficulties -Vs an emigrant, and a ci-da'ant noble, his 

claims, if an), must appear ridiculous Madame Chat Ren 

agreed to speak with Barras about it , but at the first allusion to the 

subject, he utterly rejected the idea, and said to Madame Chat 

Ren , " I really know not which of us is sleeping, or which waking 

If )ou are m earnest, either )ou or I must have lost our senses" 
— " Ah ! " said she, " whj do jou think it impossible ’ On the con- 
trary, it IS, m my judgment, an entirely politic act , for the moment 
Talleyrand consents to accept the office of minister, your government 
will be consolidated, and your personal power greatly augmented and 
confirmed His name alone ought to form an exception to the general 
rule The Bishop of Autun is a man of learning, and thoroughly 
acquainted with the policy of European Courts Under the circum- 
stances, It seems to me, that man becomes necessary to you I cer- 
tainly have no personal motive to desire his return What I have 
said has no other aim than to enable you to avail yourself of the 
mental resources of a man of profound erudition, who has travelled 
much and seen much Now that he has returned from the United 
States, and gone to the Continent, what will his restless spirit employ 
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ItMlf abcnt? Ferliafw, in i^ahitt yen VicUI by 

■ttarhing Urn to year caiao *nd paying the debts ha has l«ft onixdd 
in Franco, yon win gain a partisan who wHI owe yen an 
and it seems to me thsi this coma bt ooma a yon moch better tHan to 
coathme hl^ proscription. Reflect! Director said she, on icaring Mm 
'When she again met Madame da Stall she toid her tha rtsah of 
the interriaw and how IhUe hope she Nad of TaUe^mnds 

recalL She, h ow erer engaged to renew her efforts, bat open the 
c on ditkni that Madame de Stall woold not meddU in the 

For added the keen-alghted Madame Chat Ren ** no wit 

most be shown with inch men they wtmld not understand joq 
and it might t hr ow the hisbop a a&lis all oat of gear days 

passed in oseless parleys, before Bams began to see the loTta of 

^TsdarM Ren s aigojnest Bat he despaired of gaining 

CamdL He U, said Banas, an intrepid man, a real Cain, and 
has adl the Roman ■ tnffexlUllty «f<H dldn tmiilnlnrsi Madams 

Chat Ren— — made no remark upon tTm snbject bat Inuncdlatelj 

vnote to Talleyrand, advising him fo repair to the favommhle d ir tetor 
Bams was wholly Ignoraot that the bishop had already in some 
degree, gained the ojnfideace of the modem Arlsdppos and the 
vat. the eraive oif his frooa *N* lists of ptuscilp- 
tlon, ♦Nft promise of Nwtng devaied to th f ministry On his 
arrival, TsUeyrand s ffrst ririt wia to bis offidoos friend. She mads 
hifn wwfhirt that for Hs own imfcw be Boght IffiiDedlitdy to peesent 
hhaself to the Directory For** nid she, ds naeleas to coocxal 
fr om yon the that the decree of rsdlatloo p*»**»^ In yoor favoor was 
reconsidered, three days ago and that year name is now restored to the 
Usti of pio s crlp tlap — the tablets of the modem Sylls. She imme- 
diately condocted Talleyrand to the Directory The guard at first 
refused to admit him, and compelled the bishop to leaNw his cane behind 
althongh it wma to him a Decenary so p p orL In patting op the steps, 
ho leanpd opon Mtlxmii Chat Ren laying, with perfect com- 

posore. A pretty Govomment thli. u boss memben ore afraid of getting 

a f^nlrtg ITsAtm Chat Ren was sorprised at Us perfect self 

pooesaioo at a mcmeot when be had rnTrytlilng to fear \Vhea in the 
presence of the directors, be captivated them by his langisge and t^ 
originality of Us replies. He spoks to Camdt the language of Fr anllfn . 
who on hMng whit he did In America, answered that be told 

cabbage* out of a cart, in New York, with Madame D i lloo. To Barras 
he gE'rO some hints re^KCtlng Us nobility and the perpetual cooitralnt 
■fiH Hiijmrt which «Jifh a man os he mott fccl ot bdog as d m lt ated to 
such models oven as Rewbtl who recognised In onr prelsto a profound 
intellect and extensive acqulremssis. Talleyrand at length gained a 
coroploto victory over the Directory 

MndSms ds Stall often showed an amUtioo to excel in coaversation 
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‘* Let’s be still,” was Madame Chat Ren ’s constant reply 

“ This IS not the place for wit, but for flattery , we must use a style of 
softness, sweetness, supphcation, lowliness , and, when proper, of irony 
and superiority These are the shades which are necessary to the 
picture AU the rest is out of place here, for mere sentiment has here 
an artificial appearance, and is not to be met with except under some 
foreign and unusual garb ” A few days after Talleyrand’s accession to 
the inimstry, he gave a great dinner to the principal directors Madame 

Le Tourn was present, and, at the conclusion of the feast, remarked 

to him, " Citizen mmister, your installation m this hotel must have cost 
you dear ” — " Citoyenne,” rephed Talleyrand, mth a bow, ‘‘ a great deal 

” He had thus to adopt the tastes, the language, and even the 

dress of the times, in order to keep his place 

(30) Page 58 
“ A rival ” 

The Empress was often seriously affected by the tales told by evil- 
minded persons at Court These lymg drones, whose smiles concealed 
calumny, dared to repeat m the saloons that Mademoiselle Hortense, 
wife of Louis Bonaparte, was favoured, in a particular manner, by her 
illustrious step-father And they even went so far with their imprudence 
and mahgnity as to state that her eldest son had a double af&hation ivith 
the Bonaparte family " These stones,” said Josephme, " hurt my feel- 
mgs I know Hortense, I pity her. you see that I suffer for two I 
would fam forget such tales they are unworthy of ray daughter and of 
me My husband merely treated her ivith kindness, and nothmg more 
Often did that unhappy ivife, while the eyes of the courtiers were upon 
her, hasten to her mother, and pour out her gnefs on her bosom, while 
the rest of the company supposed she was spendmg her time in social 
amusements Had I hstened to the insmuations of some of the cour- 
tiers, I should have drunk the cup of jealousy to the dregs , but, I must 
repeat it, my daughter is as pure as an angel She ivill hereafter be 
better understood ” 

(31) Page 60 

"The lady who was to replace her" 

Jerome Bonaparte’s first wife was a Miss Patterson, whom he 
mamed in the Umted States Her family was highly respectable, and 
had rendered him the most urgent services dunng the first part of his 
residence m New England Everything seemed to promise that happy 
pair that the ties which bound them were woven with flowers and in 
his exile the young man had occasion to exult a thousand times m the 
choice he had made, and in the good fortune of having a son by Miss 
Patterson 

The sudden elevation of Bonaparte, and that smgular destmy which 
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plicod lilm on the throoa ot Fnace, aecmarUj dunged tlie cootCtfctn 
of hit f a rnfl y Jerooio 'waa reoUed by hit bfotber qtiH fbond U 
eary to obey He left the cradle of hit too, and nparued hiTTwIf {or 
erer from a wife whom be had twom to protect. Bet the glitUr of a 
mown conld not hot be stngulariy flaiterl^ to the vanl^ of a joang 
man of a light and ardent temperament. And it Trin^t^ to his praise, 
be said that be did not forg e t Miss Patleraon. Ha presen ed a twv^«w 
recollection of her and , thnngh afar off^ watched over ♦>!* fortnnas of 
her son. 

The Ungdom of Westphalia was ofiered hfm as the ptfca of Us 
obedience to his brother’s command. Thos it was that Napoleon io> 
ftuenced ah hla relatives. Laden alooe Ir■Q^n^<^wld his pride and 
hanghduesB to the last, and rehned to repodiate Madams Jeanberteon, 
whom he had eaponsed. Jerome more docile, consented to give his 
hand to Prlncaas Catherine of WQrtemheig and Cassel bccarnw the 
capital of the new rstates given to ^^fn■ His second wife socceednd 
marveilOQsly In attachiitg to hendf the moat voUtHo of men. That 
wooum, worthy of the throne of Westphalia, many partisans and 
warm frfenda Indeed, nobody coold deny the noble qualities of her 
heart At the commeocemaiit of her reign, she was generally soppoted 
to be wlthoQt moch strength of character bnt the events of 1813 snd 
1814 developed a reatarkable decree of conrage In her and added 
wocderfolly to eiiei^ which ate displayed from the cnmiaefice* 
ment of her >in*hpfwt s mlefortunes. There Is sometbleg' very singular 
connected with her persooal history — the fact which time u ill not U1 
to record, that it was predicted to her in anAsg in 180S and again in 
iSio that bar hafplnaas would from the time there sboold be a 

great coodagratloa in her palace that, shorliy after tioahles should 
break out in Westphalia that she would find herself under the necessity 
of dying from her kingdom in dlagnlse that she should come to Franca, 
where new troubles would await her Then (it was added) youaiH 
bo forced to escape again, and yon will even shun the 000 of your rolatbes 
vho «tTll be jotL Your ahaH be entirely dispersed 

many persons «ti»n s^jproprlate them to ihemseh es and when this shall 
happen to yon yon ■hall be with chDd of a son. 

(ys) Poff 63. 
ifsdaau LtMU " 

Madame Bonaparte, the Emperor'a m other was very clea nly la her 

Thar mnnii kts tVaf, nnfa (b^caed to bcamr iL« aliUM ct Usm Ucactn 
»kh her rvfrmt* eoaflilajeo. tVbsi tt ■Utai aierv U (wrisolr sotqrfaa*, 
b« cue tiwfti rial . 

Dwtfaia lbs Dlsbt at iha rat of howaiber 8 tha dij of ftta ■! the Cora 
f ittT'. hrs brohe enu ta ihs palsea. The n»»»W« wsr* th ihrva out cf iss 
wtnloas, sad lha mou (octoos irttciss ■ohraly «UracaJ or dauroToi. 
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pnvate habits , always dressed like a young woman, she wore robes of 
muslm or white lawn, wth a wreath of flowers upon her head She 
had been a very handsome woman, and at this period still preserved 
the traces of her former beauty Napoleon very often reproved her 
on the subject of her dress, which he regarded as ridiculous for a 
woman of her age, and yet too plam for a Court dress He directed 
Madame Bacciochi to take Madame Letitia to the celebrated 
Lenormant, and get a full outfit of clothes becommg her age and 
rank Madame Bonaparte, after some urging, consented to go , but, 
on arriving at the shop, everythmg seemed of too high a price for 
her, and she wanted to return home empty-handed But Madame 
Ehza held her back, made a purchase of a thousand crowns’ worth of 
silks, and forced her to take them , which made the good dame sick 
for several days, overwhelmed with chagrm at havmg spent so much 
money 

After the departure of Lucien, her son, inadame la mire occupied his 
house She paid 1,200 francs a year to his ushers and valets de 
chambre, to whom, however, she did not furnish provisions Her 
three cooks had only one dish-cloth, one apron, and one towel a day 
She retained her old water-bearer from the Faubourg St Honore, who 
furnished her this hqmd for five centimes a load, and who, m addition, 
drew well-water to waish and rmse her dishes The good dame would 
not board her servants, though she left them the fragments and 
bought, ordinarily, only three half-pound loaves of bread a day, which 
she shared with an old chambermaid, whom she had brought with her 
from Corsica, and who had been her servant for thirty years When- 
ever Mesdames Ehza and Pauhne wanted a frohc, they would go and 
ask to dme at them mother's, and would always have a great laugh at 
seeing her, on their arrival, send right off to the baker’s for bread 
After her son obliged her to keep house, the old chambermaid stationed 
herself, durmg the repast, m an entry through which the domestics 
earned the dishes from the table , and every dish which was not 
touched, or but partially consumed, the old woman would carefully 
set aside m a closet, of which she kept the key They were re-served 
on the next and followmg days When anyone asked Madame Letitia 
why she was so careful in her expenditure, she would answer, '' When 
I had the care of a family, and had to provide for nme children, I got 
along ivith less than 100 louis d’or a year At present, I have my son 
Lucien, who is not provided ivith a place, and whose expenses are great 
He ivill never be able to furnish his daughters with a dowry, and I am 
gomg to take care of that myself, besides, it is always best to be 
economical , you don’t know what may happen ” 

After the disasters of the Russian campaign, Bonaparte found out 
that his mother had five millions of francs concealed behind a picture 
One day, as she happened to be at the Tuilenes, her son said to 
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Motlier 1 know 700 hare moaej 1 than be InfioiteJjr obliged lo 
yoa to lend me Knne — I need iL — Ah, Sire ” *• bow they 

have deceived Yonr Majtptj I I have. abeolatelT’ ooly eiunigh to pay 
niy eapeauB*." — It i*. I repeat, aid NtfcJeoa. “a favour nhkh I 
eipect of yno." — And I repeat to yoo. Sire, aid the, “ that that b ah 
the money I have vhat I had. I have sent to ooe of oar acqaaintancca^ 
( Lac ien) — 'WeQ. said he, am willing to beUme It. The coo* 
vertttioQ lurar tnmed to difioent •object*. But Bonaparte koor bow 
to manage the m a tt er and ao ume two or three dayi aftemrda, be 
came Ueo^itii* and aaked to dfaa ^rlth her After riling from tbe 
table be taxied hlmcelf tooWng^ at the pkttnoa, and stopped la froot 
of the one ahlch covered tbe secnet dcpoelt. I ahah.'' —td he be 
greatly obliged to yoQ mother ifyon will give me thb plctare.'* — With 
pleasora, my eon. said the ** I will have It carried to the Tnherie*.** 
Bat be Instantly rang the bell far tbe nrTania, and ordered them lo 
take it down. iMadame Letlda ahomed eome opprieirioo, bet Dooaparte 
would be obej-cd on the spot. Tbe pictare being taken down, be per 
cd od the biddea packet, and waa otrefal to aacertain. himaelC. w bat it 
castained. He directed the whole to be pat Into hU carriage, and )eA 
immediately witbont saying anything more to bit mother wbo waa so 
mortified the coold not tposh. 

Laden Booapaxte left a veU-foniahed room to the goytmew of hit 
diUdren, M^Airnnk^llw Annet. itstUau la min foaad it more to her 
own convenience to sead her away from the booe and to keep the 
famltnre. Annet complained of this treatment to Joeepblne who tbe 
a«mii ervening spoke of it to tbe Emperor are you ihJaklog 

about ’ be my mother la always afraid of coming to want. 

Happening to breakfast with her a few days ago I oboened that tbe 
cooks served her some murrlrtfct having socked •ev'eral whboot 
opening «bi^ . she took tbe extreme precaotiu to put them back Into 

platter On my remarking that this was a scene worthy of tbe pea 
of Mohkre, and that she even ootdk) Harpagoo. the replictl, seHcnnly 
These dainties wQl be *07 gratifying to persons who eat ootbleg but 
common faod. In this way my boo nothing wQl be loat and 1 sh all 
make aocnebody happy 

After induing In these slight crittduna, I must, la Josilcr and to 
tbe praise of Madame Letltla. say that she fared lo do on act of kind 
axtd that, whenever the object was to Infloence her son \apofaoo 
lo grant a pardon or repair an injury she waa cnrbaateil in L^iog 
SQCceshful In her salt, and she would bersclf. with pleasore send tbe 
news of her tncccts to tbe applicant She did not approve tbe 
Emperor s cDodoct towards the Pope at Fontaine btcaq oi^ ipcakleg 
of her son. often *ald to Cardinal Fetch, her brother “koor nephew 
will injore both his own Interests and ours by acting lhas. He ou bt 
to stop wbers be U. Ha wbo wants too moch, often leaves otf by 
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having nothing I fear on account of the whole family , and I think 
It wise to be ready for every event ’’ Madame Letiha, it will be seen, 
had the gift of prophecy, and neglected nothing, durmg the last years 
of her son’s reign, to place her fortune upon a respectable footing, and 
to shield it from penl m case of accident 

{33) Page 65 
"Before my death" 

Josephine had a sister de latt, named Lucette, who from her birth 
had been particularly attached to the femily She calculated upon 
the benevolence of her protectress to give her her hberty Not being 
manurmtted as soon as she wished, the wretched creature, who was 
only twenty-two years old, resolved to poison Madame de Tascher , 
and for that purpose prepared some small peas, mto which she put 
some pounded glass Fortunately, her mistress discovered it in time, 
and finally compelled the guilty Lucette to own it The spoon, which 
Madame de Tascher was brmgmg to her lips, was filled with them 
That generous woman, however, strove to save the life of the slave by 
sending her to St Thomas But the affair created too much sensation 
to permit her to go unpumshed, and she was condemned to be burnt 
ahve, which pumshment she underwent All Madame de Tascher’s 
efforts to save her were useless— she could not obtain even a commuta- 
tion of the sentence It is said that this woman, so benevolent, and so 
addicted to practical good works (everybody on the island knew that 
her house was at all tunes the refuge qf misfortune), more than once felt 
all the agomes of dissolution After expenencing the keenest suffering 
for a long time, she died of a cancer, havmg spent a life devoted to 
benevolence and philanthropy 

Durmg the most prosperous and wonderful portion of her daughter's 
career, she refused to accept anythmg from her "I have,” said she, 
more than I need, for there sfill remains to me wherewithal to 
alleviate the suffenngs of my countrymen, that is enough” (she wrote 
to Josephme) "I am not fond of greatness, and am afraid of it, its 
shadow seems to me so fleetmg, that I have little faith m the per- 
manency of your good fortune But, meanwhile, enjoy the present ivith 
moderation, and beware you do not trust too much to the future I dis- 
trust courtiers , I hold them m horror , the ambition of your husband 
will nun him Could I have confidence m his contmued prospenty, 
I might occupy at Martimque a rank worthy of you Alas ! my 
Josephme, my beloved Josephme, I regret but one thing, and that 
IS, that your bnlhant position will not permit you, as heretofore, 
to come and beautify with your presence my solitude of the “Three 
Islets ” Then should I have nothmg more to desire m this world I 
might then press you to my bosom once more before I die ” 
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MAdaxDe da TatcW dkd in 1807 JoKpldne vas tiia more «ffliiMA^ 
at tUi erent that aha coold make iw pobUc of her grief. 

She wept for her mother In tho dleoce of midnight and aor« moanhig 
In her heart, ahhoogb onable to display its ootuard signs. Joaephine, 
now hfComn Empraa. 'wu fomed to aobmlt to the ligoroos role pro* 
aodbed by her rank and as ^Tadame da Taacher uss not, Ula \TrAmji 
Letida, recog nl aed ai Qoaen Doeager the Coort wore no symbol of 
monmlng Bonaparte waa not an admirer of Moitamw d« Taschcr's 
charact er “ She ia, aaid he, a coontiy'Uooun (IhwgAjfu} in the 
tme aenso of the term. Her Ideaa are contracted talk to her about 
the laboini of farming and the best of auicUng the ami 
thereto a dlaaertatkn on bens and hares, and yon alll see her tyii 
lighten op. She wIU tell yoq — I preto this peaceful mode of Ufe to 
the dist throne In the world. ” 

Soch was ^fadaTnJ do Taacher dorlng her life. She refosed all the 
favoors oSered •>vl was ao disinterested tVr^ she returned to her 
da Tighter the dUnundt '«bich adorned the portrait of tha wife of an 
Emperor ^Tbe plot ore, said the, U wlScknt I recognise In It 
the featores of my bekrvod danghter I need nothing more.** She 
had a picture r cpres e ii tbg \apokon, and took pains to Leep it hong 
op b an oafrequentad room. I am afraid, said she gully ** I may 
be seized with Uu maida of pureralng and have, therefore, been care* 
fol to pot the picture away so as not to ha -e before me anj thlfif 
ahich can suggest that idea. That a glory csoogb for my taeui) 

1 want DO more I am afraid of rex-craes, and the catties that le^ 
to iHwro 

(j4) pjgr CO — DxJtux 

NapoieoQ irarfu Us Unity into the PrusaUn cupiuJ os the aTth of 
October 1806. To the mtmldpal eoundl who eere presented tohlin, 
be ** Gentlemcu. 1 that nobody's islndows have beta broken. 
My brother tha King of E^rashlo, ceased to be King on the Jay be 
neglected to hang prince LosJs Ferdinand for daring to break his 

ministers wlodowa. To Count N<alo be said, "Ah, ha. sir I jocr 

uomen have mnrtw >iar behold the | yon most restrain 

jour family No 1 1 don t uant war not that I disiruit my power 
as yon sDppcs*. but becanse ibe blood of my poopl* i* predous. and 
not I o bo shed bet for their safety and prosperity Dot the good 
people of Berlin hare become the Icltms of war whUo those who 
bare provoked it ba # saved themselves by Eight. To M do lUix 

icldt bo sir do not prcNcnt yoorself to ms I do not want 

your services retire to your estalrs On leaving, bo crdcfcd lliix 
fcldt to be arrested because, as some thnoght IlatifeUts Interevt 


I la U-ttrr wrUtca hj el U. «1« SCdc, she mU, ll Jx 

bM wsm vsr bs auu kire U. 
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required either that Napoleon should show himself magnammous 
and clement towards him, or, that he should be shielded from the 
reproaches of the Court However that may be, Napoleon caused 
Madame Hatzfeldt to bum, with her own hand, the only letter which 
could have testified against her husband To some, this was a sublime 
act, while others regarded it as a petty tnck, that lady being too much 
overcome by her feehngs to verify the date This act of generosity, 
however, secured to the Emperor of the French a high reputation for 
clemency 

(35) 71 — Friedland 

The battle of Fnedland, fought and gamecT by the French on the 
14th of June, 1807,^ led to the interview between the two Emperors on 
the Niemen Here was realised what Napoleon had promised himself 
at the time of his conference with Francis II , Emperor of Austna, in 
the bivouac at Austerhtz ^ “ That pavilion on the Niemen,” said Napo- 
leon, “had a great advantage over the different European palaces 
which I have occupied There was about it an air of sincerity which 
even now excites my wonder Except as to my pnncipal project, I 
explamed myself freely and fully to my brother Alexander The King 
of Prussia is indebted to him for his crown I myself wanted to dis- 
member his domimons — a superb operation ' People, things — all 
would have been new ” 

(36) Pa^e 75 

" As long as Saturn shall live ” 

The unfortimate Queen of Prussia knew Napoleon well '* Never," 
said that Princess, “ never will Europe be quiet while that son of Saturn 

1 During the battle of Fnedland, gained by the French on that day, the Emperor 
>was stationed in front of his guard, which was kept m reserve behind the lines of 
battle For some Ume he was without any news from his main army , and such was 
his impatience that he rolled on the ground m an mdescribable rage At length an 
officer amved, Euid, while still at a distance, erclalmed, “ Sire, Komgsberg is taken! ” 
Gettmg up instantly, he repeated, “ Kbnigsberg ' Komgsberg is taken 1 Good , peace 
IS made , I have it m my pocket " 

3 On the 3+th of September, 1805, Napoleon left Paris, arrived m Strassburg on the 
36th, and crossed the Rhme on the ist of October From this time his progress was 
but one conUnued triumph On the loth he was at Augsburg , on the igth Ulm opened 
Its gates , on the 14th of November he entered Vienna, and on tlie and of December 
his troops triumphed at Austerhtz The definiUve treaty of peace was concluded, and 
signed at Pressburg on the 26th of December The Emperor of Germany renounced 
the possession of Vemce, which was to be annexed to the kingdom of Italy , he also 
recognised the new Kmgs of Havana and Wurtemberg, and agreed to dehver up the 
possession of all the towns, forts and temtones ceded, withm the space of six weeks 
Napbleon remamed fifteen days longer m Germany, givmg his attention to the mterests 
of a throng of petty pnnces, whom he proposed to unite m the alliance and confedera- 
tion which were signed at Paris on the 12th of July in the following year These 
preparatory measures being taken, he returned to the capital, where he arrived with 
Josephme on the 26th of January, 1806 
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ih»U rdpi ho 1 j tha god of Hgittning To-daj hi* project* are gigantic 

to-iiwrrtwthe7»fflbo*ahUme,««!h«willboaWatoeiectilethcnL lie 

CM do aoythlnf and «ver 7 tWin ■vi.Uh an army to hraro ani jo iced 
of glory K\-ec tx« to hi* flag, that wwjjJerfol army wfll cady rwt k»g 

ennogh to nrriilt the happy ahorei of their ovo coorury aod ihm ret ora to 

Impoee cooditioc* more tovwa pcrhap* than ever coodilkc* which 
Dacoasity and the fear of pat*lng oialef theyolre of alordgo nuloei may 
male it oacecsary to accept for mao carutot hinudf from th* 

lav of oeceaaity The ml^ of men. after the ckoe of a rerolutioo. are 
alow In becoming calm. That is an Ineritabla evil. Bat this evQ does 
oot alwa^ canes oaa to tenonoca hla coantry** good, or what U t«> 
garded aa och. In oriler to prermu the retnm of the French, and the 
achievement of further victonea by them in Proaala, If aver — 
which God forbid I — they are to troubto oar repose, I dodre to 

•00 than kspt oiU of oof principal towns and dUe*, In order to pm cat 
tb* spread ^ tbelr Caul doctrine of 1^ aaJ fsr tl* OMj *f th /re/Jl- 
Yoe would hare to adopt a Coostltntloo at the point of the bayonet. 

In my Jodgmertt the most respectable dtlians sboold bo 
In the coacoettoa of law*, and allowed to ddlbernto OQ the oeceulcksot 
the atate bat norer to vote. He who acts as Ksecntlve. hut wltbont 
Ibe oaoc n rrcace of the imtion, legally repr esen ted, aoold hardly be able 
lopropoaeanythlng whldt w-onldbeacnpied. Whan there Is vldeacs, 
the initiatory of laws U a utare lUilUty AB tha Severtigns of Eerops 
may yet eacape from tlsa whlriviod of tba orw errora They can lay 
and ooght to ay to tbelr anbjecu We rdgn over you becnase oar 
ancestors refgtied o>'er yocr faXben ue reign by right of birth, re- 
carving to ooraeives the right to sdpolate vilb our pco^ the form 
of the incdtatloos by which oar power la to be reguioi^ dvU and 
pnUtlrail liberty •eettred. and all parties uMsfled Then srould tha 
>Goalnct of Princes be syKamatlc and wise they wonld soon dUupm 
the Idea of a mtfrrul which begin* to agitate Europe. Then. 

tnrVs,%4 that strange fabric, flootiiig la tha air wUboot support In 
bea en or CkQ mth, would be sees thrtiQsb It wotdd vanish with the 
flrst breath of the storm. But. It may b« asVad, would not mat uy 
with Cicero The name only of Uiig 1* changed, the thing resuios ? 
No. certainly Most monarchis* are andeot trees, whose trunk* or* to 
bo respected. If you wxmld graft new fruit upon their branches, joa 
must prune off whalaw ohstroftt* the fruitfulnsss ol tha boughs, and 
ent away with a strong and resolute band tba pajadUc wood which 
up the fertility of the soH U needs only the disposition, and tha 
evil I* aooQ cured Europe, reaptendent with glory rajuvetaoccat In 
her lustttulicn*. wooU bo powerful enough to repress all f s c iktas which 
might spring up In her bosom The peoples lo^a fc>r tha latcgrUy 
ol thaii soil would gi\% them courage to reds! sE fnturt ai ucU from 
Saturn or hi* descendant*. What Ldbuits said to Charie* XH Uhere 
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applicable ' Conquerors are strange people They seem to imagme 
that the world is obliged to them for their devastations , they forget 
that their defeats are crimes against their country, and that their 
victories are murders committed agamst mankind ' " 

Thus spoke that courageous female m the last moments of hdr life 
Her latest prayers were for the tranqmlhty of her country, and her 
last thoughts for the happiness of her husband and her children 

(37) 75 

" Come and reside in Fiance '' 

» 

In his youth he was in love with a Polish lady, Madame L ki 

She was one of the women who, after having had a liaison with him, 
lost neither his esteem nor fnendship, and gave him the most touching 
proofs of affection At the time of his abdication (in 1814), at Fontaine- 
bleau, she repaired thither to bid him farewell , and learning that Maria 
Louisa had not followed him to Elba, she went there with a son that 
she had had by him, purposing merely to remain there with him as 
a fnend whose soaety was agreeable to him But Napoleon would not 
consent to it, being unwilling to give her husband the mortification of 
knowmg that his wife was near him, although he (Napoleon) had loved 
her before her marriage . and she remamed but three days — M 

Observation — This story of the Polish lady has found its way into 
history, and Mr Alison has been careful not to omit it Why was 
he- not equally careful, m his biographical sketches of George IV , 
to relate the glarmg and brutal immorahties of that mean-spirited 
monarch and many of his courtiers ^ The answer is plain the English 
aristocracy would not have read his book — Translator 

(38) Page 76 — Duke d’Enghien 

It was e\pected that the King of Sweden would have been found m 
company with the Duke d'Enghien, with whom he Nvas to pass several 
weeks The envoys had orders to arrest him , but he was then at 
Caxlsruhe wth the Elector of Baden, his father-m-law The Kmg 
amved four hours after the duke’s departure, and conducted himself 
with much courage and presence of mind He caused the alarm to 
be sounded through all the villages, and endeavoured to rally force 
enough to pursue those who had earned off a duke, and pillaged his 
house , but before the IGng had reached Ettenheim the duke was 
at Strassburg, shut up m the citadel 

The King of Sweden wrote a letter to Bonaparte, which he for- 
warded by his aide-de-camp, M Tanart Bonaparte refused to see 
the letter, and ordered Tanart to leave Pans in one hour 

Gustavus recalled his ambassador , whereupon Bonaparte ordered 
VOL II 
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Hgnenl, Conml-Geiieiil of Svwleo to !«« Pari* fa o« hour aod 
France fa three da^ 

The King of Sweden, fa hfa qaa% of Prince of the CemiAfa 
Empire, pnscntcd to the Dlol of Ratfaboa a note it, 

of Rnaala and iborlly afterward* mnmad to th* Kfag of Prruria 
the order of the BJ ach Eagle ailegtag as hk reason that the Pnusian 
nsonareh wore the order of Bonaparte. 

(39) t3 

“C-Jtistfm 

His Excellency AiVrr Khan made a pr esen t to the Empress o( some 
fltnSi of remarkehle beaotj She dlstribotcid emong the ladles 
attached to her reserving tohersdf an^ only whose cofaois were most 
pkoafag to the Emperor Kapoteoa vented to see the French cash- 
meres adopted at hU Coort bat. as the new nobility itnluted the 
edd fa matters of the toilet, he found It Impossible to faSnencs the 
beantlee of his Cettrt, who constltated Us charm ornament. He 
used to torment Joeephfae with qneatlons respecting the pnee of the 
clothes the wore to satisfy Mm she woold answer TU St (^oeatfa 
Unen. — Ah, said ha, this pras-es the soperlority of our mannfac 
tttrea over tboae of onr a«Igfaboctr*l whkh greatly araoied Jcaephfae, 
whoM dresaas were diiedy of the rtchest of India ansUn*. Leanfageoa 
day that Josephine was recelrieg, bahitnally article* of mere hand hr, 
struiggled across the frontier of Holland, bo fdl into a Ndoltnt tag*, 
and gar* fastant oideis to hare th«»Tn seixed before their falrodoctlon 
Into Franca. M Halsco Immediately enn fiscal cd the tashroeres. The 
Emperor obcarsod that she seemed to be in troohl* at not recelTfag uy 
news re s pe e ling the ardclei she wa* waiting far be chmllci in seem 
Over the trick ^ fa hU tom bad played opoo her and remarked, with 
wwntng anger kladtim th* deepest pnog the sn crest puahhmcnt a 
htufannd can fafrict npoo a w Ife b to bide her bonnets, her dreue* arU 
her gew^ww. I will pardon >-00 this time, and restore the cashmeres 
bot I swear to yon, that for the fntnro. 1 wfU hare every 00a guilty of 

Guo til Ailotfteii 6(tel7 bilu^wS tkil tiapolMe wu lk« AalkbiUi U V7 
tb* Ap<nl}i»«, tad cDci»*rn«nitj 7% ciflsJ Un lb« Usml Os ttUi b)i» 
tbnn h was c\ titaot u hki Uwt ibi amber CbO, wUeb b«iu wu u U^r STke 
bli f — r'~iT'* wsi Incloded tn ika auita of NiroWw Uowifortw Os U 

J11I7 807 Im vrow tk»i lo th* Dsk* of De ast s k kOtli Seshlai IsJw* »• 
trea w th ih* twatf. becroMla wtkfi* I ilmJJ •« o»l 7 7 *7 ila »7 
pnaapte lacred WDOn* MO. bst call *101*11 poa B> vJ/ r*U I* ikl *ctVl **»1 i* 

• oril I eo<oe Brfect. I pra7 )ow. ttfca afcit 1 hi wrloea. U t ct i ln i 0*17 ty t>f 
trkalihif > 00 . 

Nipolm deitiUil U.nti lU Wvail lo«<«a U1I7 ihir» »a*l m 7 u-** 

ihasU wrrs th* u> niton of bisr>m*ck*J wtMnta. s ilibel kick to Vh> ^ 

diuci c4lU« lit dU sot Uk* is MO w««>ea Uhu*U rtw.** k* ilr'ii si ) 
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committing a similar fault for your good pleasure, tried, condemned 
and executed Empress, as you are my wife, you are not abo\e the 
laws On the contrary, ’tis for you to show an example of obedience to 
them ” — liualoii. nlaiul by M IIulsLit, //n. Collutoi 0/ Customs ut Mous 

{40) Pose 79 
“ Much aiiiiisiiiuiit " 

All the members of Napoleon's Court were in a hurry to call upon 
the Persian ambassador previous to bis public presentation — all the 
ladies hastened to taste the tea and the saflron cakes of the illustrious 
stranger For some time His Persian Excellency was all the rage, and 
many ot our pretty women had their day dreams about him He was a 
handsome man, though surpassed in that respect by his nephew Each 
found himself perpetually surrounded by a throng of the curious, 
following them wherever they went , and the parties they gave at their 
residences were both brilliant and numerously attended The Empress 
determined to see them at their meals Several ladies of her suite 
accompanied her, but she preserved a perfect imo'^nito On being 
introduced to him he honoured her with a gracious smile, and presented 
her a small bottle of rose-water — a kind of present among the Peisiaiis, 
intended as a mark of high personal respect She tasted se\ oral Per- 
sian dishes, and expressed her admiration of his Excellency’s pipe, 
which was brought to him by two slaves, who kneeled when placing it 
in his hands She noticed that the extremities of his nails were 
tinged with different colours The ambassador requested Josephine, 
whose gracefulness of manner struck his attention, to come and be 
seated by his side on his divan, which she declined "That honour," 
said she, " belongs only to privileged persons unwilling and unable to 
make herself known The ambassador asked her, through his inter- 
preter, Jaubert, whether she was willing to go and reside with him in 
Persia, and assured her that, if she would consent, he would render 
her situation an enviable one She replied that she was married and 
had two children , that her duty and interest required her to remain 111 
Pans, where her destinies seemed Gxed On the day of the ambassa- 
dor’s public presentation, Josephine, adorned with all her graces, re- 
ceived him with dignity and amiability The air and the attitude of the 
poor Persian cannot be desenbed , he at once recognised in the Empress 
the woman he had tned to captivate, and stood dumb That admirable 
woman instantly relieved him of his embarrassment, and said, with a 
gracious smile, and in a sweet tone, " You must admit, ^tlonsieur 
1 ‘Ambassadeur, that I had good reason for telling you I preferred to 
remain m France If you think well of me you will remain faithful to 
that beautiful Persian wife of yours ” The woman referred to was his 
Excellency’s favourite wife He made a sign of respect, as much as to 
say to her that he should esteem it a pleasant duty to follow her advice 

20 — 2 
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(41) Piit So—Madaxx BicaocHi 

This sister ol Nspolecm b«d very muchhis o«a ^ iorcd 

to role. H*Ting beamie Gtaixl Dochew of T .nr.rp uA PjombinD she 
esttbHt bo ri e firm goramment. foaoded on good Uut. Her police '« ere 
vigiUnt end e d i mre ble, hot lea\-ing the peopU a measure of £rwdc«n. 
Her ministry vu chosen >klth jodgmeoL. She possessed ooe of oar 
most smsfble men, vrhose talents mere well fitted to organise a new 
stale and estabiiih it upon a solid Thai nodent director of the 

general police of Milan, froca the Dachy of Venice became Indispeombts 
to the Grand Dnebess and. th«nV« to the \ IgUant care 0/ »>iai political 
Hercnles, Florence and the ^dgbhourinf rtglon enjoyed the most per 
feet tranquillity He restored plenty Bonaparte sometimes compared 
the Grand Docheas BUn to Queen Elisabeth. The comparison a aa far 
from joat bat. whenever Napoleon espooaed on opinion, or took sides, 
merybody bad to yieid. 

One day s(hiie conwsiog with bis ancle, Fcsch. the latter rcmarled 
to him It moat be confessed, my dear nephew <Ktj the sin of pride U 
Innate In oat family You have loocn l atcd your brothers and sisters 
althlt. and 1 am sa n s tbi o that the bhhop s poipia does not gturd me 
against it Bonaparte tangbed baanOy at the prolate saltrtf anj 
peiticaloHy uben the Utter recalled to hU roctJleqioa certain little in' 
cidenta in the history of hU childhood. >*hich aent 10 show that the 
yoosg CorsicaD voold not coder hlmael/ to be thron into (be shade; 
erven 10 trifilog ordinary matters caught yoO one day said the 
pralaie, at the age of eight years, rcndi&g the History of Croancll 
and you ubat you tbotight of that celebrated man hi fua / 

you replied, CrocONk^ U a good work but Incomplete I uippukod 
>'oa were speaking of the work and asked you wb^ fault you could 
charge open the author MotiUal you replied, qtiiclJy 1 am not 
ipenUng aboQt the book but the man who is Its sohj^ and. It seems 
to me Year Majesty has put In practice ubat yon then said, JU cr 
KtkiMc 

(4J) Pufr 80- — PaOtjH*. 

Thorn U related a lUlle piece of ro-nery On the port of Panllno Hocu 
parte the Princess Dorgbfrso. which If true shows at 00c* great lethj 
of charactcT and goodness of heart. At the time wo speak of. she 
pr^..,>^*iit a hjgh and powerfal tnfloence and could obtain by lorco what 
she could not effect by pcrsoaslon. 

The kUii she ll\od In at Paris, aithoogh spacious and ccmoojKWt 
was large enough to suit her fancy I Jarring that the apaiiwcuu 
of one of iho two bouses which joined her own were csacdy cm » trvel 
with hers, she sent a person to solicit the owner to sell ft to her and 
offered a price much abo e Its Imo aloe Me was a man la caiy 

mndoitjrhfd tnaresUlmce which he had >0 pwJ 
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He obbtinately rejected the proposition The Pnneess then asked him to 
lease her a part of the lower storey, neccbsary, as she thought, to accom- 
modate her and increase her apartments , but the negotiation w as 
unsuccessful, and the matter was apparently dropped on both sides But 
it by no means passed out of her mind The owner was m the habit of 
travelling into the countrj during the spring The moment the Pnneess 
was advised of his having left, she got ready her workmen of every 
description The wall was opened which separated her apartments from 
those whieh she coveted , the furniture was entirely removed from the 
latter, and piled up on the stairway, and the address of the Princess's 
notary left upon a chair \11 the doors leading from the usurped 
apartment were walled up on the inside, and lo' she was m full possession 
of the new abode, which she furnished and decorated m the highest si^le 
But these arrangements were not made without the knowledge of the 
owner’s servant He lost no time in writing to his' master, who it may be 
supposed, lost none in returning Bnraged at thus finding himself 
dispossessed b> main force, he rushed to the lawyers, to the judges, de- 
manding counsel, justice Every one advised him to submit with 
patience to the calamiij , and seek out the iiotarj whose address he had 
found Nobod) had the courage to send him to Napoleon, who certainly 
would not have smiled at this high-handed conduct of his amiable sister 

\t length, our good citizen went to the notary who was charged to 
pay him down the sum that had been offered, either for the title of the 
house, or the use of it for the term proposed Prom the silly advice given 
him, he was led to suppose that a lawsuit would only draw down 
persecutions upon him, and finding the sum oflered exceeded the value 
of the property, he finally signed the contract of sale, and was glad to 
get away from so venturesome a neighbour 

(43} 83 

“ 1 iiiiiiy at Bayonne ” 

On the evening of Joseph Bonaparte’s arrival at Bayonne, his brother 
determined to cause him to be recognised as King of Spain In pursuance 
of this determination, he ordered all the Spanish deputies who were 
there to meet in their respective classes and professions, and, each one 
by himself, to prepare a discourse felicitating the new King These men, 
commanded to commit their thoughts to writing, met together m the 
grand saloon of 3ilarac, where each one set himself about writing a 
speech Whoever had entered the room at this moment, would have 
supposed himself in a college recitation room The business of composing 
being ended, the pnncipal deputy of each class was introduced into the 
ante-room of the saloon Here he read the discourse to Napoleon, who, 
like a true schoolmaster, pointed out the corrections to be made therein 
with all the pedantry of a college regent At length, after the speech was 
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duly ccococted and *eAlksl upon, the depotatbni were luiinltted into ilin 
proaaca of Joaeph. 

The atjia of co*Dpa*ing lha »peoch ga\Ti rfia to a Kans botuem 
KapoloOQ and the Dulco del Infantado. That nobkman • speech dU not 
eiproM a fortoal ackaowfed^^maDt of Joeeph as Tni>g , hot only wished (or 
the jwenpority of Joseph Ointigk Sjwfs ui ef Sp^U tknmih Jottfk But 
what Bonapaita wacrted was a good undentaadluf well nijsi nl and 
foi nuL He was not a man to be pot oS with ♦!»•>** of mere 

love or hope be tohk Ore, and assailed the Duke with a volley of words, 
which were beard In the adjoining rooms. There must be no terglver 
mloti sir taidhe *' recognlaa him frankly or refuse to do so crim 0 ,as 
well oi virtue, must be Hh ist rat ed by talent. Do yoo want to return to 
Spain, and place yoorseli at tbe bead of the Ins oi geuts ? Go IgireyoQ 
my word I will ee^ yoo there In sa&ty bat remernber ytm agiia 

Ian Into my hands, 1 wftl haveyonshotln twenty fcarrhoaia. Tbedoke, 
however defended hla groond. and seesned not pardcolasiy sedcfad by 
the a6er of a safe cockdoct Bat a new sally fn^ Napoleon owthiew 
him tbe duke gave in and, enraged by the petnlance of hit admnry let 
fall these words “Well, wwU, Sbw, I hare made a hhmder — df If 

144) iVg* 83 . 

“Lsrfret <Uesf issgktrr /s msnu^ 

^Vbea tbe projected marriage of Chari cate Lneiar Becapartes 
(o Prince of Asturias, was annoanced to T Ji,cVtn (his 
conaent not baring been obtained) bur f rom bring by an alllanre 

with which be been flattered two years before, and if hich woold have 
gi\-cn btm for a son-lo-law the heir of Charles V and of Lcnia XiV be 
nAriflwri his absolote opposition to it. “No he wrote to Ns p o l eoo, I 
will never coaaoat to ssodflee my childrea to yoor policy God may 
know what are yocir designs open Fenhoand but 1 kniTW well that yon 
have already done too much against that Prince for tne ever to ckll him 

mrsan-in-lAW This trait of charariig In Lndm was sorely oce of these 

which fttd btiTi most bonoor 

Tls easy to ron r eive tbe c&ct of such a reply on Impettioci 
Bonaparte and we are Indebted to his anger flw a knowledge of the 
coodltions which he had made np his mind to psop cae to the King of 
Spain The Ebro wa* W become the now frontier of the tvro coontiiet 
tbe of Madrid waa to bo chahiod by treaties to the fortunes of 

France ami nuoMooa garrlsooe of Freodi treope In the prindpal fcr 
treaee fTut porta of Ferdinand wore to anssrer for the subudsikm of that 
Prince, now Karrmt^ tributary Soch were the poOtkaJ viewe t o wh ich 
the of Spein owed the prefarenco granted him In regard to 

MarUmrititlU Locftn foT Napoleon had also tboeght of ^ 

Duke of Wnrtabarg. supposing apparently that the Istter Princs would 
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readily consent to marry ins niece This project had been broached to 
the young lady, who, on seeing the Grand Duke, evinced an infaintile 
repugnance to him This was enough The father, who, with an 
energy worthy of all praise, had set forth the grounds of his first 
opposition, was perhaps less wise this time He refused the honour of 
the alliance again offered him . and the spite between the two brothers 
increasmg, he imperiously demanded back his daughter “ Give her 
back to me,” said he, "or, bravmg my proscription and your orders. 
Sire, I will come and take her, even in the saloon of the Tuilenes ” On 
reaxiing this fierce and haughty letter, Napoleon was highly incensed 
“ Let her go," said he , "I donit want to hear anythmg more about it , 
m twenty-four hours let her be no longer m Pans " The order was 
executed Lucien, mformed of his daughter’s approach, went with his 
ivife twenty leagues to meet her, and on meetmg her said, with trans- 
port, “ My child, r committed a great fault , but you are restored to me, 
and the ivrong is repaired ” — “ Mem Sec de Lucien Bonaparte " 

(45) •Pflg'c 87 

“The Queen of Etruria ” 

The unhappy Queen of Etnina, eldest daughter of the Emperor, a 
denomination which she gave herself, was sacnficed by her adopted 
father The French minister, M d'Aubusson, was charged with the 
painful duty of signifying to her the pretended arrangement between the 
Courts of France and Spain, which placed the Tuscan state m the hands 
of Napoleon , it havmg been six years before erected mto a kmgdom 
On readmg this declaration, made in a council extraordmary, the Prin- 
cess not having been informed of it, famted She retired mto Spam 
with Louis, the young Kmg, her son, without foreseeing the still 
greater catastrophe which was m secret preparation for her august 
family 

"On the 19th of February" (says the Queen of Etruna m her 
" Memoirs ”) " we arrived without any accident at the palace of Aran- 
juez, where, after enjoying the pleasure of seemg my parents and my 
brothers, my first step was to mform myself respecting the treaty 
They answered me that they had been deceived, and that no treaty 
whatever was m existence On the one hand I was struck as with a 
clap of thunder at the horrible treason committed agamst us , while, on 
the other, that same discovery afforded me some consolation, and en- 
couraged me to renew my apphcation for penmssion to return to my 
beloved Tuscany In the course of my efforts, my father renounced the 
crown of Spam, and my brother was proclaimed his successor I re- 
newed my apphcation to him, and obtamed from him the most solemn 
promise that my wish should be gratified, when, by a second act of 
treason, he was earned off to Bayonne, and we were all forced to follow 
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him. I Wt ilfliirfd cm the jrd of Ifaj having acanxif recovered from 
the mwtt l M , with which I had been attached. I wa» nttetly IgDonmt of 
what had taken pi a co . and the fii»t wtads my parents ipole to me cn 
my arrival at Bayonne were Yon mnit know dnghfiT that oor family 
ha\-o for ever ceaeed to reign. It tlmoet Wok away my breath. I 
coold not hnaghie what had happened, never having dreamed of the 
potafbUity of soch an cxca r ttiDco. 1 bowed to my parenti "Tid i r« | i 'ff 3 
to my room, more dead alive. 

Bonaparte b*r?ng then at Bayonne I asked pennlaskai to see M*" 
bet reed red a dr^ and angry No. I then endeavotired to obtain at taut 
the resdtntloQ of Parma, wUch wu also refused mo. At length, wfaHa 
I was employing all the means In my power to recover ooe, at least, of 
the two states which belonged to os, and of wblcbwe had been (kopoBcd 
by the blackest stratagem, thid dreadful event, k> onexpccted, so 
took place — I mean the Treaty of Baycmne in which It uas stipalaled 
to pay an annual lntfTi,hnent of 400.000 francs. In consldaratko of the 
cessloQ of the kingdom of Spdn by King Charles IV to Napoleon. In 
part e aecutkip of this treaty my brothers. King Ferdinand VIL, and 
the Infant Don Carlos with my nncle. the TaAnt Boa AntopJo were 
ordered to repair to Valancey whither we went a few days after My 
pvecta. with the la fact Frands Antoalo left &r Foatalaebleaa. and I 
wwf foic ed to foUow them whh my children. 

We arrived at FonixliMhieaa afta- a fatigniug jerornsy and wen 
lodged in the pat**'*' , where my blher and mother were already eatth- 
Uabed Napoleon bad asslgoed to them the entire nrrlce of the 
Imperial Court ladies, genUamen guards, all were at their dspoaiL 

On the other NanH mys^ and family but a gnan, mlserahle 
apartment for our fi*cMnmnrf»rfn«i My princfpai care oow was to dud 
a bouse In the coontiy where 1 coold ihe in peace with nxy childrgi 
ftrvt the MzntU number of persons attached to me itzr 1 had told Boos 
parfe, while at Bayonne th^t i thought it would be much better (or ms 
to lire separate f rom my and mother whh a distinct estabhsb 

mept, conformably to the circumstances in which I was placed an idea 
which ho seemed to approve. As soon, thoreforo, as I had arrived at 
Fontainebloftn, 1 foond a pretty coentry hooso, called Paasy I fur 
niihed h, and rented it for a year lly parents wore fully advised of tMs 
arrangement and uiptess ed their entire ■atfafadiop with it they spoko 
continaally of paying mo a visit, asying thei the place was s ploamnt snd 
agreeable one For myself I went on with my freparatloos with tba 
most perfect Innocoice, never hnsglnlDg that those demanstratlons of 
goodwill were ahbougfa I began to entertain some doubts on 

ihwi bead wben hehig about to leave for Passy I was refused post 
horse*, onder the pretenco there w ere 0000 at band at the moenrot. 

I tbrn sent for some li very haraes, and took leave of my pareuti 

#n.- >mtng Bdng aboct to get Into my Carriage with my chlldrsa, and go 
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to my new 'ibodc, where I w^is expected to irrue the next mormii", .ind 
before we had reached the inner gate of the pal lee, 1 w ix irreeitc d uul 
forced to return, accompanied bj a general, who, iii e mouniful way, 
informed me that ho had been ordered to arrext me, and to aaiion 
sentinels m the court of mj lodgings, which wa. done riuii, to my 
utter confusion, 1 liad to provide for expense, to which my means were 
inadequate, for the proprietors of the house insisted that I ,hould s iti .fy 
them, and obliged me to pi> the rent for the entire year, u if 1 li.ul had 
the actual enjoyment of the premises, besides all tlie expciias tliey 
had been at 111 putting the house m a condiiuni to receu e me I tried 
to show myself superior to these embarr u.aiieiils but phy acal ireiigih 
IS not at our command and my own v a> o e^b ui .ted th it I beg in to 
feel the approach of the coinuKtons to winch I b<cinie subject three 
years after, and during the continuance % Iiereof 1 'a. not mi are t of 
myself Uverybodv b. longing to the I reiieh ( ouri from tb' higiiea 
rank to the lowest \ as touched . ith pit at ,ecli treilimnt aid com 
miserated my sulfeni^s, meni il l, well as ly<H 3 ily iho e iie ird to me 
b\ the t’es of bleed vire the ones who ho ed ti’e mo,t indiffi rei ce to 

m\ disirc's They to’d me u v a., IJonaparie , b me md tl at I 

must write to him I dal o but the ii,. er I recei el -a e icily 

what I m ght have expecle^l viz 'that 1 v Xs roi ; o d iny pirent, 

ngbi ’ Ate da^s after llie^ ere urde'ed to go .0 Coi )pie,,ae, 1 id I 
to lollo.v treat, which I d d meeui g itn a thorsand incon e!ieice>on 
laev av ^^earr eJ the'e 1 n the I'tn < 1 June \I_, fat!i< r it li n oliier 
alo^e had caarge 01 tl . palace tre ^ irdet'-, ti - o /i, at d dl tl e de- 
p-adenc'cs \n apartn-nt as i sigi ed to r > , ’ cii re r'e^.d li'e 

Co,.n zs UECoiaiorub’e a-, {xt^sio’e 

' On cur am al I a ked fc' 'ue fi's' h , p- > 1 ai out h-a-i ed 
' •’ll a^.o'',sn:aer, tiu: tl e Go er imeri nai '■e. fu to re'^-^ i-vyj 
f’-arcs a ruoatu. to de r'’_,, ,he cp-u e, 01 cr jo^'ne la I ot i- r 
ajiho'u^'' U ouid at 'e-iu'' ha e atij ^'ed ci .1 to 1 i,e 
caargu^ F-oirce itc 'r- co.. ot cu- ja,*^e> I'cm lG_,o' - lo Cot i- 
p cga_ Lu ro o p,'e^eatat cc-’d _e^ure 1 -r 'vi ^ d I a. 
coLg^a o -u,^rr ’ o ,a s aLj.e'^tn’- ix.-, -e , iLG to Ou^ n > 

pea_rn’ aa'e .r 'or c‘i ’d-e-’ a’ti o^g i i , t'_ Inf^a. j <■ 1 b'''an 

Tc»s 1 as CO •-’Pel ea o e ep-C'> gj ,rarc, .a-'i ,on r' /Jf, 
-Cj cadar-a ar- —j 13 =-^,. , a , 1 ct c- , on 


cea a •da.', -eC’'"- M, pn s aue-ir taat - u 

i.ae ea'ec cf "-uairchc, aaecieJ me 'o C' .rc e ea '-e- eteCe a^o 
ccca^ a tu'd en.—e- J a-cp _a a.j dr.v preerp .on 
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mother I aiked of them permleeioa which nadfly frmnted, bat 
before I wa* able to profit b; it It vu rorokoi I wu not * little 
woonded by thi« dljobllghig. not to ny crueh treatment. The director 
of the chaio oflered me a little piece of gronai In a tmali wocd which 
wa» hit property aiHng me, WIU It bo afreooble to yon to go npco 
land whidi belongi nelthor to the Emperor act the King of Spain, bat 
to roe akne ? I pray you to accept my ofior I accepted It, aid from 
time to time viidtad that (pot. I paaaed In thb -way the rest of the 
month of Jane, the whole of Joly and Angnat, after which peopk began 
to talk abont the pro ject of t^ royal family qtdtting thi-rh - premt ted> 
dfioce In conaagawice of the lU>baalth of my father it wta loppcwed 
that the dimate did not agree with Kim and they obtained parmiukni 
to go to MorasOlet. They then declared tK«t it waa their abaolate will 
that I ahcmld accompany them atlU, fd emjioyed erary twrn of per 
anaikio to gain my codaenL Bat I *Ki« anccceded in ranalniiig 
where I vai giving them to ondentand that my family my interesta, 
my pdvilegea were wholly dlatlnct from thefra, and that it waa better 
that ue ahoukl be apart 

" They left on the idth of September and I occopled the palace 
after them, I ocw renewed my applkadoo for an iocreaae of psiaico. 
and for that p ur p o wa amt different pencaxi from time to thne with 
letter* to the Em parof auting the gronnda of my claim, bat be lel a iaed 
only amblgaooa and frunododva aiswan, o^ no answer at all At 
length, an order came that I ahoold retire to Pama. where, it waa 
•aid. the Coloroo i*alace. with all Ua dependandea, waa aadgned ma. 
hlarahal Daroc. Doke of Friuli. loJormed my chuDherlaln that ha 
had come to speak with me aboot my afiairs that Bonaparte wlibed 
me to retira to Parma that ha bad given roe a palace, and that, Im 
mediately open my arrival there, my pendon ahcrold be angmected to 
50 000 franca. He indatod. alao. that I abonld leave by the 5th of April, 
althcrogh my aon waa a artoua ly dek and 1 myaelf ooly now recoredng 
from a ae -ere indlipoddoo. All thia coold cot anf^ to retard oor 
Journey a single day yntl we aet oat on the jth of April, nice m oo tha 
after my arrival at CompiigDe josl aa 1 waa leaving. I received a 
latter from Napolcoo, wlahing me a happy jooniey and «aylng that my 
freaanca would canao great Joy In the coantry I waa going to withoot 
m^tinntTYg ii-« n«m«- Thua OUT Joajn^ commemced it waa proaperoo* 
aa far aa Lyont, where, to my aatoolahment, I found that my people had 
hi'Km tent OQ before mw, amt that the hotel at which I waa aet down waa 
■QTTOunded by men-at-arma. The commlaaiQner of poilco made ua a 
vialt, followed by the prefect who ahowed ma an order of the Gorenr- 
meet purporting that I was to go to Nice, and not to Faii n a. The 
prefect added. In a peremptory that con\ en lan ce required that 

I shrmlH leave Immediately althoogh It waa thao arinl gb t . Never 
theleaa, we obtained periniasIoQ to atay where wo were till roaming, bet 
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they did not leave us while we were here The commissioner of police 
remained all mght in the ante-chamber, the gendarmes waitmg below 
We left the ne\t day, but were taken to Avignon by water, and although 
the boat was procured at our expense, we were compelled absolutely to 
walk, according to the will and pleasure of our conductors, seized with 
cold and hunger and maltreated, simply because I complained of the 
change of my destination We contmued our journey by water for 
three days, at the end of which we took the land route for Avignon At 
length, on the i8th of April, we arrived at Nice From this place I 
forwarded a pressmg request for an mcrease of the pension promised 
me when I should arrive m Parma But supphcatzons and remon- 
strances were all m vam, and the system was adopted of not answer mg 
me at all I was then in deep affliction , no respect was paid to my 
family, but the most trifling order which arrived relatmg to us was 
executed with a rigour that kept me m constant terror and alarm I 
finally conceived a plan of rescuing myself and my children from the 
tyranny to which we were victims, and took all measures which I 
thought necessary to give my project success , but, unfortunately, 
when on the pomt of executmg it, towards one o’clock in the morning, 
a colonel of the gendarmene entered the house where I was, with a 
detachment, while other men belonging to his bngade scaled the two 
garden walls My house thus suddenly became a court of justice 
The soldiers were armed with handcuffs, ropes, and two sacks They 
entered under the pretence that an Enghshman was withm Sentinels 
were posted at each door, and the strictest search made throughout the 
house They seized all the papers they wanted, took away my equerry 
and viaUre-d'hotd, and sent them to Pans My pension was now sus- 
pended The Government, who had discovered my project, permitted 
It to proceed to the very moment of execution , and then followed that 
msult, too gross to be mflicted even upon a plebeian, that of fiUmg my 
house ivith police officers, who remained there for two whole hours 
After some months had passed, durmg which the offence seemed to be 
forgotten, and seeing that all my hopes had completely miscarned, I ivrote 
to Bonaparte himself, assunng him that all the blame ought to fall on 
my head, and exculpatmg all those who had been suspected of having 
espoused my cause 

“ Four months had passed smce I made those representations, 
when I learned that a pubhc personae, preceded by a mihtary com- 
mission, had commenced proceedmgs agamst me At the end of 
four days (August ist), when commg from church, where I had been 
to assist at the jubilee, I met the commissioner of pohce with my 
sentence in his hand, which, to my great confusion, had been publicly 
pronounced After havmg read it, he announced to me that, through 
the Emperor’s clemency, I should only be shut up in a monastery 
with my daughter, and that my son should be sent to my father 
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»nd mother Twent/^foor hoora anJy elapnd between tMi order »od 
iU caeca dop. In that short spsce of Hmw I mis dootned to scpeiats 
myialf from a son whom I tendariy lored, from my hoosebold. who 
lost all In losing mo, oad from all my property which fell Into tha 
hands of the despoilers, I travelled day and night with my danghla- 
with only one lady to accompany ns, a //iMU dt unia and a phyil 
cdan and to complete onr company ve thit tarrm 
cnmn a l M foper of police aloog wrlth os, who showed the most bmtal 
Insensibility on seeiiig cm shed tears for my ton who KjH tom 

from me. Every hardship which he could tnakw mw undergo in tbs 
coarse of oar journey he Inflict #irf, and wo were more thin ooce 
espQsod to the Insults of the popalace, who coaid not see a wagnn 
filled with women following os tudess accompanied by A police 
And thns, at the end of tU days, wn arriv^ In Rome. At the last 
post I was plared in the care of a Roman poheeman and, at aboot 
nine o clock at night, we reached the monastery where the pr iorum, 
with a simple countryman, came to the door to lecelTe ns. Neither 
bed nor topper nor chamber was prepared for the QtMen of Etnaia 
and her danghter 

For two years and a half I remaised in this monastery seeing 
or vpeaJdflg to nobody whomsoever and without befog pennJtted to 
write a letter or r e c e iv e any news, eves from my ctwh son. I was 
pot mtn a chamber which OTCsiooled th? interior cccit, hot was 
forbtddea even to look out of the oater windowa Exactly one moath 
after my Incnrceratloii In this coavent, Janet the inteodint of tbs 
treastny to visit me and to take away tho few jewds I broogfat 
with me after which there wax assigned to me a pensloo of tweoty- 
five tboosand francs a month for my maintenance. I had passed 
eleven months in the con ven t when my piarents came with my son 
to Roms, Jaly ifith. I was In hopes my Uherahan woold Imme- 
diately follow their arrivaL Far from that instead of diminishing 
the rigoan with which I was goarded. 1 was placed under still more 
stringent orders and to such lengths was this severity carried, that 
m> ■nd aD the members of the family were prohibited from 

'islttng the convent or ■ending an ei preea thither Once a month 
only and sometimes leas fretjoently General MlnlUi brooght my 
parents "tvI my son to see me. Bat 1 could not bestow a kl* upon 
that beloved child nor look opon him even save at a distance, and 
always in p r T^-ni-w of rilFunari These visits, ss rare as was the 
iTidntgmrfi^ never more than fifteen or twenty minntoa 1 re- 

iratlnjttl la forlom sitizadoQ for two years and a half so ntteriy 
cut off from all m mm nntrurifwi with the world th a t , whenever a 
stranger visited the monastery I was ordered to ihnt myeelf op in 
my chamber and not to lea e it until the prioress hed Informed me 
that the dsltor >iod gone, Gcoerml Mtnilts came often not only to 
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A* loan os I bad left the mooesteiry I darTanA%j <m T- <^ TiT 
of my alkywajice, rioco It -wa* fanpoedUo for mo to liw opon aj.ooo 
frano. Having ipoken to Umut. and written Mm repeatedly co 
the mbjoct, ba enterBd a docreo oc the 6th of Febnitry roiling my 
penaion to 33.000 fraaca, I began by drovrlng «.ooo franca of this 
fond bat on reaching the laat third tl^reof, which would have ex 
h a nt te d it, I wu Informed that, on. the day before, another decree 
had arrivod dated the 6ih of February whereby the firit one waa 
annulled that tbore waa now allowed i» only 1.000 franca a rrif»^th_, 
and that the *mnE aum which had been advanced me oot of the 
laat third vroald ba retained toe tho mootba of Pebrnary 
and a port of April 

Such la my ladrWi hlatory cootiimea the Queen of Btnirla. I 
could write volnmea on the aabjcct Yoq aee what have been the vlda- 
thodea of my forlime. I am at present In deep degraded and 

forwlen. I tmat that England, the aaylojn of onfortanate prlocea, uQl 
oot refine to take onder her protecdoo a motho: and an unhappy widow 
with two children depeiulent opon her and all three wfiboot mj^xrrt 
althoogb poneaahig Incooteiia^ righta as Infants of Spain and pn>- 
prletarlea of the State* of Parma, PlaUantla and Gimatalla, os well u of 
Etrorla. 

(46) Alga 88.~£acotQinn 

Tbe Prince of Astnriaa, before going to Bayocna, bad received 1 ]>- 
tlmariooi from all cpjuters which ahoold bare diMaadrd from bh 
pct^;»aedjooniey \Vbat fatality led him on to Ms ndn ? Welllnfcnaed 
persoos vmroed him oot to deceive Him— If. Every member of Ms 
councQ waa compmmhnl M the affidrs of the Bacmial and Aranjnu 
they hnd \ba prtnpecl behse them of periihlrm on the scafibtd in case 
the Priivce o^ Pea« ahoold regain the reins of gorernment. and, tbem- 
fore, felt strongly tempted to go to Bayonoe, became, not sospectiQg tha 
trencherons designa of Napoleon enefa a step tended directly to procure 
the rocc^nlticm of the Prince ol Aatnrlas as King, who mmld then 
become their ttfegoard against the vengeance of Cbartea IV his wife, 
and especially Don Godoy the Prince of Peace. They— partkukriy 
tbe prebendary EscoKinlx (whom Napoleon osed pleasantly to pat oo 
the «->wA in their f-TniHsr converfationa) and the Duke del Infantado — 
imagined Napolecin woold not refuse tbe advsntagoe which they 
perceived In offering the Prince a band to his niece, Afraid of being 
anticipated In their eflbrts by Chariea TV and his Queen, who might 
possibly divert Nepdeon {rom this project, thev baaened to Baycana, 
and thoa to tbeir doatrnctkXL 

(47) Pagr 90 — ^Vauoicrr 

On tlwdr arrival nt Valancey a chAteau belongin g to Talkyrand 
Napoiooo sent to the Spanish Princes aoveral parroyors with order* to 
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furnish them whatever they might stand in need of While the un- 
happy grandchildren of Louis XIV had anything of value about them, 
all went well, but when their resources began to fail, they were often 
left m want of the most necessary articles 

The Empress Josephine really commiserated their lot, and obtamed 
aid for them, sometimes conveymg it to them secretly The mhabitants 
of Valancey furmshed them provisions m abtindance and of every kmd 
They were closely guarded, bemg seldom permitted to mount on horse- 
back or to walk in the gardens without guards A certain Inshman, 
Baron Kolly, undertook to rescue Ferdmand, Don Carlos and Don 
Antomo from prison He introduced himself mto the chateau under 
the pretext of exhibitmg sundry objects of curiosity which he had for 
sale, and had an mterview with M L'Amezaga, the mtendant Whether 
Amezaga was afraid of being compromised, or of some ambush on the 
part of Napoleon, and m order to prevent the Princes from being in- 
duced to take Y any false step which might lead to a more ngorous 
confinement, he mformed M Berthemy, the governor of the chateau, 
of the nature of the project before mentiomng it to the Pnnces The 
baron was arrested on the spot and sent to Pans Being asked what 
means he possessed for effecting their escape, he said that three vessels 
and a brig were waitmg for him off the coast of Quiberon, and that, with 
the relays of horses which he might have procured, he could easily have 
made the transit from the chateau to the coast , that he had the necessary 
funds, and also an unlimited credit with a wealthy mercantile house m 
London He was imprisoned at Vincennes, and taken out only to be shot 

The timid Pnnces knew how to do nothing but to guard themselves 
against awakenmg Bonaparte’s suspicions Ferdmand VII went so feir 
as to ask it, as a special favour, that Bonaparte would adopt him, and 
uttered his wish to quit Valancey, only m the most humble and suppli- 
catmg tones His prayer, for such it was, was not heard His father 
was more fortunate, he was permitted to go to Nice — "Hist de 
Bonaparte ” 

{48) Page 93 

"A mysteiious hieroglyphic 

An Egyptian woman, born and grown old m those fnghtful deserts, 
on that vast ocean of and sands and antique monuments, removed from 
Bonaparte's vision the veil of futunty, and marked out to him the dura- 
tion and end of his prospenty “Thou shalt have,” said she, “two 
wives one thou shalt repudiate most wrongfully , she is your first wife 
The second will not be mferior to her in great quahties , she shall bnng 
thee a son Soon afterwards dark mtngues shall be commenced against 


I Bonaparte, it is said, always wore upon his person, in such a manner as to be 
mvisible to every eye, the stamp of a mysjerious hieroglyphic 
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thae wan iliiJt tlioa ceaw to bo po werfu l end happj TIjciq shjUi bo 
oratbrown la all tbjr bopei thoa thalt bo drtvon awaj b/ fan*, end 
baniihod to a volcanic land, mrroondad by the aea and by h\A^^ rocka. 
Beware, my aon, aho added, beware how thoa countat npoo the 
fidelity of thy ki nd r od. Thine own blood moat rise op Mi pin.* ^ly 
domlnatloo 

This woman, in her cabaliaric operatkns urn of nothing hot 

ahella of different kinds. She mada a pyramid of and from the 
variety of the coloori or the manner In which the them she 

drew angaries more or less favoorahie Bonaparte aa we are 
was the more strock with the cotrettnees of the fcrtnne she told him as 
she was abaolntely Ignorant that she was speaUng to the General-ln- 
chief. He gave hjsr twenty-seven eeqalns — all that Abdaha, who oNer 
wards became colonel of the hlamel^^es, had ahoot Wm Returned to 
Franca, be aooo forgot the Egyptian wtanan and her propbedea. After 
hla retom from Elba, be recalled to mind the pyramid of and its 

strange prognostics He sgain alinded to the snbject In convenatkm 
with Golond Abdalla, snd enquired of M de MalBy whether he mer 
saw Madwpolaefle Vamao. 

1 was never wUUng to believe anything said Kapoleoo at this 
epoch bat I most now admit. In gt»d faith, th±i there are scans 
things beyouT the reach of oma. and ru> rtr hVi«i>ry44T'g iVxjr wyn 
derfal penplcnity they will newr be able to fathom them. For iratia:* 
tbflt strange prophecy frond with the Benedtcrtnea, poriedned dnrtpg the 
Revolndon, and which I am aopialnted with. What Is the t-iwntny of 
it ? Is It 1 who am Us ob^ea 7 It would Kem from that, that the old 
dynasty most one day roasceod the throne that waa alwaya Joacphlne • 
oplnioti. In fact wo crogbl to refer oTerythlng to Him who mlea the 
world, and to profit by thw sparks of Ughl which are somadznes shed 
Into the mInHi of privileged beings In order to eaHgbteo os In the c o ur se 
'*0 ought to pursue, and to enable us to shnu the hidden rocks which ue 
might otherwise anentmter 

A p opktty txtnuttd from « oid hook of Oa ProphtHa of PkUHft Diniou* 
NoH OUwisvs fririoi im 154 ^ pvriciMtd dMrlng ti$ RmittUn from iJu 
n-inoMi BmidkOsut f ■ - 

Italic Gaul see a supernatural being bom not far from ber 
midst This man shall while quite a boy come oat of the sea. H shall 
■T^^ acquire the language and the manners of the Celtic G i nl s. 
With soldiers s hsb bo, while yet a yooth. open for himself a way throogh 
a thousand obstacles, and shsll become their first chisl 

That crooked way shall yawn terrfblybefcire him. Ho shall come and 
wage war neer to tds e lend, for one lustrum and more be sbaD be 
waging war beyond the tea with great glory and valour and sh^ 
again wage wax upoo Italy shall give laws to the Germans shall calm 



THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE 


321 


the troubles and terrors among the Celtic Gauls He shall not be named 
ICng, but shall, a little after, be called Emperor through great popular 
enthusiasm He shall battle everywhere m the empire , he shall, for two 
lustrums and more, drive before him princes, lords, kings Then shall 
he raise up new pnnces and lords for life , and, speaking from his throne, 
he shall cry aloud, ‘ Nationes, 0 stdem ' 0 sacia ' ' 

" He shall be seen with forty-mne times twenty thousand foot soldiers, 
who shall bear arms pomted with steel , he shall have seven times seven 
times seven thousand horses, mounted with men who shall wear great 
swords or lances and coats of mad , he shall have seven times seven times 
two thousand men, who shall ply terrible engines, which shall vomit 
forth sulphur and fire and death The whole numbenng together of his 
army shall be forty-mne times twenty-seven thousand [1,323,000] He 
shall bear m his right hand an eagle, the sign of victory to the warnor , 
he shall give many conntnes to the nations, and to everyone peace He 
shall come mto the great city, and command many great things — edifices, 
bridges, seaports, aqueducts and canals, which shall give him wealth far 
exceedmg that of the Romans, and all within the dommion of the Gauls 
He shall have wives tivo, sons one only He shall go forth and wage 
war, even to where the lines of latitude and longitude cross each other, 
fifty-five months There his enemies shall bum a great city with fire 
Thither shall he enter and go out wth his host from amidst ashes and 
much rums , and his host, havmg any longer nor bread nor water, by 
reason of the greatness of the cold, two-third parts thereof shall pensh, 
and more than one-half of the rest thereof be no longer subject to his 
command 

“Then the great man, forsaken, betrayed by his fnends, pursued, 
in his turn, through great desolations, even unto the great city, driven 
back by much people of Europe, there shall be put m his place ICings of 
the ancient blood of the Capets 

" He, forced mto e\ile m the sea, from which he arose so young, and 
near unto his native place, having dwelt there eleven moons with some of 
his own true fnends and soldiers, who, numbenng not to exceed seven 
times seven times twice, the eleven moons being ended, shall, with 
him, take ship and come and agam set foot on the land of Celtic Gaul, 
and walk the land towards the great city, where sitteth the Kmg of the 
ancient blood of the Capets, who nseth and fleeth away, bearmg with 
him his kmgly ornaments Whereupon the great man agam sitteth m 
his palace, givmg laws to his people Then he bemg dnven back once 
more by the umted people of Europe, after three moons and a third have 
passed, the King of the ancient blood of the Capets is put agam m his 
place, whom, though thought dead, his people and soldiers shall hold 
near to their hearts 

" The nations and the Gauls, like tigers and wolves, s hall devour each 
other , the blood of the ancient Ime of Capet shall be the sport of blackest 
VOL II 21 
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tr e a to ni tli« dUturben be d«cei\-od, »nd itall UH by and 
rftord and lb* lily b«s opheld, ihoogh tbe Utest hrmnche* of tb* anckat 
Wood than bo agala ibrosuanod and ahali w»go war ngaintt '^'■h otlier 
Then tball a young wante ■walk toward* the. great dty bearing opcm 
hi* ormonr a Uoo and a cock and a knca tball bo given him br a great 
princo from tbe E att. Ho tball bo aecouded nur\‘elloutly br a wnrtiko 
people from Belgic Gaol a bo than join tbo PoritUnt to eod tb* troubles 
and xmltfi tbe •oUlen, (xrreilng them wbb oil -a branebet. waning again 
tbroogb ao\-en Umat toven mootit. wltb to much glory tbo oniud 
Eoropcan people through great feart and lamentationt. oSeilng their 
vrlv-atat bootaget, tball sobmit at length to a jou and righteous *way that 
tball be cborithad by aQ Dal peace tball mdare lw«nty>fi e mooDt. 

“ Within Laletia ^Parit^ tbe Seine, reddened with blood, tbed akng 
ita haoki from Ita foontaint to lu mootb, thaD extend Ittclf tbrougb mins 
and death, and wditloat among lu anhappy children. Bat tbe raloroQt 
man with tbe mighty Ganlt, tball follow fngUirea from tbe pslsre of 
tbe Khigt and after^vlng spared the remtlnt of tbe ancient Wood of 
Capet ruled tbe dettlnlct of tha world dictated tap re m a law to every 
ration and every people, tball lay down tdt fmHlea power and die. 

( 49 ) 9 ^ 

“ Nfur tf*4k «f)uT agjf* 

The Etsproat Joaepfaiaa dedgoed to bonocr the oi&reat of tbeie Me- 
moln with her coofidence in (reqiumUy admitting ber to hex presence. 
She, ooa day pat to me teveral quettloo* respecting tbo Emperor and 
among thmn t^ i\’bat w ere Napoleon • detignt retpocting Riab ? 

To make Nimaalf matter of it I rqjUed but be nmtt be right care- 
ful bew be interferes with tbs ^dritual gcrv'cmment of tbe Chorcfa. for 
be cannot, perbap* be detfret not to tncciaed In imitatlog Henry VUI 

After Kapedeoa t retnm Eroui tha Coogrea* of Ertort, tbo Empres*, 
in tbe of their co o vertatko. mendoacd to Mm what 1 bad lately told 
ber Ab. ba' tald be ruWiing hi* baodt. you intermeddle with 
3 view to penetrate my deaignx. and for tbl* purpose yoa comnlt tbe 
oracla Remember r"«4«m , I doo t like to bare people loolins Into my 
darign* to-morrow je*. to-morrow your jtlademoitelle Lenormand sbaO 
be arrested, so doo t speak of U again Tbe Empres* and her daughter 
stared at each other and (fid tbelr best to appease him. Tl* aaeics*. 1 
toll YOU 1 ■>■■11 give the order against b« bm er shall that woeoaa 
overawe ms 

Josephine, w bo tba effect of tbe Emperor's sugcr f oward* wc. 

Anbert, one of her women, to me, about cimm o ekek 
tbo same evening She came from ilalmalstm to Pari* under tbe '»lo 
fcetonce of mUng back to ihs Bmpreu a enp of porcelain, whtcb 
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was at the Tuilenes, but which, it was pretended, the Empress 
wanted at breakfast the next mornmg I w'as thus, through the 
agency of the Empress, notified that my peace was threatened, and 
warned to save myself But I told tlie woman who bore the message, 
that, ‘‘ though I was obliged to the Empress, I had nothing to fear 
from the Emperor ” This reply was reported to the Empress, who 
related it to the Emperor at breakfast 

•• Your jSIademoiselle Lenormand,” smd he, " is correct But 
where the devil does she hunt up what she says ? She is welcome 
to mingle in your matters, but, as to my own, just please to inform 
her that the least indiscretion may cost her her liberty ’ 

(50) Pugi. 97 
“Eighty thousand nun " 

On a Friday, after a journey to Fontainebleau, the Emperor w'as 
in the saloon with Josephme He took up a Prayer-book that was 

Ijnng on the table, and commenced chanting the Psalm , she 

begged him to be still, tellmg him that the church was the only 
proper place for chanting prajers, and that to chant them out of 
the church boded evil He stopped his music, but then commenced 
reading the ‘‘ Examination of Conscience ” At this moment. Cardinal 
Fesch happened to come in, whom the Emperor asked how many 
mortal sms there were “Seven, to be sure,” said the cardinal 
“Well,” replied Napoleon, "I tell you there are eight” "I should 
certamly be glad to know what they are, ’ said the cardinal, " for the 
Church has never recogmsed more than the seven you now have 
before you in that book ’ — "The eighth," said he, “is to avoid the 
conscription ” 

(51) Page 98 

“ Raciiu and Voltaiu ” 

Napoleon cared but little about comedy, and still less for the 
comic-opera, though he was fond of interludes During the winter, 
on the days the grand concerts were given at the Tuilenes, there 
was almost always an mterlude after the concert Of theatncals, 
tragedy was his favounte A tragedy was regularly played once a 
week at Pans, St Cloud, Fontcunebleau, dc , but nothing but a 
tragedy — never a silly after-piece — a circumstance not very agreeable 
to those who wanted to laugh a httle after weepmg The Emperor 
nevpr applauded Whenever he had heard enough of a speech, he 
would turn and converse with the other persons in the loge After 
the play was over, his habit was to send for the pnncipaJ actor and 
testify his satisfaction through a chamberlain 
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(5*) Pagt 103. 

Utfuift ujwibrt and druw^ 

Tbo opinion ua» gtaenl th*l the ErapBTOc took too moch tnofE. 
Liko Frederick tlie Great, ho pnl It into hi» v|*t pv-y^^ oc]_ 
uhen he wa» In the irttjj WhortVer bo «*, bo oot onlj^ had x 
boi tn hl» poc ke t, txi *ovorta in hU apojtnufct*. The .-ipi.tn d 
the ffOArd* had oae, the aido-do-camp mother the princJp*! ttirt dt 
and hki Marnnhike two otbcn. Frm thl« It mt jb* be nip- 
{K»ed that he wai conrfnnafly tiHng aauS and in tu^ qncntltlea. 
Bat pen cini who uera weU aaioalntod with him knew that U was 
his hahU, whenever excited or absorbed in reflocdoo, to throw his 
pinch on the groond, and that be took Rinff only by hh 

finger against the bar of bU noao which is pn>T«d by the fact that 
ho wiped hla nose only with a cambric bandkeixhief, which hardly 
ever showed a strict of tobacco. 

He had ■ootheir baUt which might have led one to iWlsra that 
he waa not vcrj careful abont hit dress. He wtu always dreoed in 
ooifoim. either that of bis guard or the chaasenra, with the pi ati* of 
the giud cordcot of the Legion of Hoooor cm hki drcsa, and no 
cordona or other decocition of another cado etcept one of the 
plain silver orooes which he gare to th# soldkra Hla noder waist 
coat and his breeches were almost always of white cnahinse, ka 
the reaaoo above stated Kls tinder waJatcoat was oftim ( m tered 
with aanfi!, and hia white breeches •osneUnue Served him to write 
down a name or to add op a row of figures with a paadl. whl^ 
he always had fn hfs pocket 

Another cmlcnii clrcamstance noticed by Josephine and all others 
who composed his Court, was that. If panJumce • Prayer-book fall 
Into Kapolsoo a bands (Ibr ttsacnplii. when Tebu-ahig frooi chnrdi), 
he sroold instantly open H and cornmnoce cbantiiig the Vm« vtlh 
Open throot this was cotnmocly (oDowsd by a fit of taolancbaiy 
and that by a fit of anger which It la mere easy to describe than 
to conceive These small mattars are of ose only as Qlostistbig the 
r>Trart>< - of tbO HlOSt sblgolST and SXtimOfdlnSry mail of his age. 
When in Paris, ho was in the hshli of walking ect to makw obaer 
rations in the city either cn the boolevards or within, nnattandsd 
by any but Doroc, earii dad in a bine sortiml, withoot any kind 
of deosradoci. It rarely hsppszted that thof did ^ meet with some 
notahlo adventure. Bon^wrte aeldom gave his grand mjnhsl of the 
pa tarn Hmw to ditM htri^lf the coQseqiiecce yras, the latter su 
often withont moooy in bis pocket, however much in need of U. As 
far Booaparto, he never carried any 
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ind called for cutlelb and an omelet, hib fa\ounte di',h Breakfa.st 
o\er It was necessary to pay the bdl 'Ihe grand marshal fumbled 
m his pocket, but found he had forgotten his purse They looked at 
each other waih mutual embarrassment I he w aitcr, who observed 
their awkward plight, assured them if they had no money 'twas all 
the same, and they might pay when they returned Iho mistress of 
the establishment scolded the boy for his carelessness 111 trusting 
people whom he did not know, and said, " Eight francs more lost' " 
— ‘No, madam," returned the hoy, " I will pay you , these gentlemen 
appear like honest men, and I am sure they will repay me ” The 
old woman took the eight francs, grumbling all the time about people 
getting into debt without ha\ing money The marshal drew out his 
watch, and said to the gaifu;;, " M\ friend, here u my watch, winch 
I leave in pledge with you for your loui, and am much obliged to 
you, both on my own and my comrade’s iccouiu for the good opinion 
you have of us" The gai^oti would not take the watch, and the two 
guests left Both of them forgot the breakfast business, being too 
much occupied to think of it Tor some days after, the old voman 
jibed the giUio/i about liis generosity, which was so poorly recom- 
pensed At length, five days having elapsed, the Emperor called to 
mind the breakfast scene and the loan by the waiting-boy lie im- 
mediately sent a ulcl ik //of, who, on reaching the coffee-house, enquired 
if that were not the place where two gentlemen had breakfasted for eight 
francs, which the giirfon had paid, stating that he had come to return 
him the money The was called Vfter satisfy mg liiniself that 

it was the same one who had lent the eight francs the lalct il( f>hd said 
to him, “Here are twenty-five napoleons which the Emperor has sent 
you , he thanks you for having paid his brcakfasl-bill and answered for 
him ” 

Another evening, upon the boulevard, the Emperor stopped in front 
of the shop of a vendor of vases and bronzes, and asked the price of 
two magnificent vases which pleased his fancy The shopkeeper, who 
was a female, told him the price was a thousand crowns " That," said 
the Emperor, ‘ is too dear — much too dear" — “Pay Dun she re- 
plied, " too dear — they are worth much more than that but then 1 
must live, you know , and business is so dull — nothing is doing — 
everyone is complaining — nobody is happy — nothing is heard of but 
war war, war all the time!” — "It seems, then, you are not pleased 
with the Government, my good woman," said Napoleon , " and your 
husband, where is he’" — "Ah, man Dteti'" said the old woman, “ho 
has gone to earn a trifle, as to the Government, he does not concern 
himself about that , he says nothing about the Government — he is so 
foolish, my husband ” The Emperor left the shop, and when arnved 
at the Elysee, sent a valet to seek out the woman’s husband The poor 
fellow, when told by the valet to follow him, was half dead with terror, 
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fuppo^ng hii wifo bad been hthMin^ cootrtry to bis reilerttad 
laja actlnm , At length ha iniTed, tremhUng In the Emperor's pr i-i^f y w 
“ Bring mo," said he, the two tbsoi I bought at your bnn»»i i>it» mnm- 
hig yoor wiio ashed mo a thnnsand crowns for ttiAm, the 

pnrchaao was a cheap one. I giro yon four tVim«n^ oowni sM teH 
yoor wifis from me to mind her boiliieo, and ne i ix nwidyi Jq pn]itlr«, 
which do not coacem her 

The Conrt used to pass their ftmA RambooElet lin rfnj the Sep- 
tember holidays, at which a^mtn Bonaparte was at St. 

On one occ a do c Joaephine, by reaaoo of dciceas, was forced to 
remain at 6 l Clood daring thoeo holidays, itot being able to go oot 
of her room. After dinner the Bmperor woold rids oat in a caRche 
with his sisters, and spend Ua evenings with his Grand M«r«>ts] 
de Palais At eleven o clock in the evening, he took a stitifl along the 
ptait aikt to aee the shops there, aO filled with showy arddea. There 
was then amoog th em a wooden hnt. In which were eahlblted all the 
members of the Imperial family In wax. seated roond a table. Nothing 
coold be worse than these slovenly and wax figorea They were 

moat pi t iable. And yet the crier who was at the doer exteniEj^ hli 
hugs with all fals might Joto a pempoos and grousqne oology 

epoQ the beanty of those fignrea. Booapwrte, oot of curiosity entonl 
the aparOneflt. The first dilag he said waa. What have yee here? — 
** Sir Mid owner da Imperial banket this la Hla 

Majesty the Emperor this. Her Majesty the EmpreM thb, &c. 
pobitlng oat with hia httle wand each ooe of hit personagea. On 
Napoleon a asking Does thl» Sgoie really resemble the Bmptfor ? *— 
** k ea air said Im as nrorh as If yoa were IrmHng upon the Empertv 
hltnarfi — “Ah I bat how bomaly be Is. — Ho sir not at all he has 
a fine profile, and good looks and than ocly look at this bead of his I 
what an Intellectual h^aH sfr | — Bat the Em{reas is barrible she is 
i- mriV - ahnr'iHi'cm H — Ah. as to DO I »bft Is a Woman of the finest 
figure In Franco — Exactly — quo woold not doobt It after seeing 
tbl», wu the Emperor's ironical reply 

He thm left the dirty ahop and was recognised, for the grand 
maraVial having no change, j»td oat a twenty franc piece. The 
K in ^M ^ i 'nr retunjod to Josephine, and told her what be had seen, lony 
apparently they ahoold both bo exhibited so l i ttle Uke, and so 

mleexsbly distorted all which made the Kmpreaa laogh bearUly and 
regret she Had mx. HToi the Emperor gone and taken a look at her 
caricature. 

(5jJ Prff 107 
Tkt /aUfr anmeain. 

joasphlne had not what is called grand and m aj osri o air and 
no attempt to Imiiro awe bot she po aa ea a c d a far higher gift. ihM « 
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enchaining all hearts by a manner at once so gracious, so easy, so good, 
so consohng, that the most wretched being could never leave her ivith- 
out thinkmg himself at the height of happiness Yet this extreme 
condescension had its inconvemences for, neglectmg to estabhsh the 
proper hne of demarcation between herself and those whom she 
admitted to her presence, if the latter happened to be wanting m tact 
and knowledge of the world, and became familiar, she preferred not 
to see them at all to puttmg on a cold and dignified constramt, which 
by no means smted her character As she wanted to please everyone, 
and to see no one go away dissatisfied, she was often compelled to listen 
to long narrations from persons who fatigued her T& nd herself 
decently of such mflictions, she would go out of the saloon and say 
to her femme de service, " Come, m a few mmutes, and tell me that the 
Emperor wants to see me ” 

Napoleon one day sent word to her to come to his cabmet Sup- 
posmg it to be the usual concerted summons she did not stir He — for 
nothmg must resist him — was seriously ofiended with her for the 
neglect, and came suddenly out and enqmred what it was that kept 

the Empress m her room She was at the moment with Madame D , 

a fat, squabby woman, with a large face, %vith a huge blonde wig, and 
artificial flowers upon her head She spoke in a fine, flute-like voice 
when in her full dress, though, when m her mommg gown, her language 
was the rough Billmgsgate of a Parisian market-woman Nothing could 
be more striking than the contrast between the wife of an ex-director 
and the newly-croivned Empress But Josephme always conducted 
herself with so much deference towards her visitors, that it was im- 
possible to discover that she noticed their faults She merely laughed, 
in private, at their foolish pretensions, but never blamed them for the 
kind of worship which they paid her husband " The times are 
changed,” she used to say to her courtiers, “the Luxembourg is too 
narrow , the Tuflenes have taken its place ” 

She had a httle dog called Carhn, which was much attached to her, 
and which used to bite the feet of persons who caime too near its mis- 
tress But, notwithstanding its cross temper, there was one instance in 
which it was of use 

When the coronation carriage was contracted for, the coachmaker 
mcide his plan of it m conjunction with the grand-ectiycr On its being 
finished, it was found to have cost three thousand francs more than the 
stipulated price, and the coachmaker, for two years, m vain pressed his 
claim for compensation, though he showed incontestable proofs of his 
losses to that amount He went to Fontainebleau to see Josephine on 
the subject, and to beg her to mterest herself for him She was spoken 
to about It, and engaged to see him the next morning in her private 
room In the boudoir, where she made her toilet, was a secret stair- 
case ivith wooden steps, so arranged that nobody could either ascend or 
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deaccsd vllhont irmHn g a nolBo. Tho coachmiier vu Introdoced 

through thi* »t*irvr*y (It wo* tbo morning of d , 

• wit t itcm ) While the atan va* explaining to Joiephine the he >1»J^ 
mjjQstly anatalned, Napoleon wae beard approaching- There wa» do 
time to Here the coachmaher except by meant of thii atalrvay Cajhn. 
JoaephlDe a dog aeelog a man fly aet to herHng , ujd foUo^ed hhn 
but the mancenTre 3haj not to prompt but that Napoleoo beard the qnlck 
atep os the atalix. The poor coachmahar frightened by the nohe ot 
hh enm atepa, atoppod half way on the stain, the doors h* 4 ng ihnt 
above aiid befov Bat tbe dog. always a wfaiolng oow kept op a knr 
croaa gitrwL On entering Napoleoo cast a severs glance upon all tbe 
penoDs in the room, and asked. AVhat man i« thuf coscsaled in tbe 
stairway who acodded off when I came In 7 
Nobody '* answered Josephine. 

Bat Carl hi followed Hm and keepa hint company for I bear htm 
growl 

Here embarrajsnieat was dqdcted on every &ce. Aa be addreaaed 
blmaalf to all, aod no one answered, he wem right to tbe stairway 
opened tbe door aod fbond tbe poor coachmakar trembUog with 
fright and in a condidoo impoaafble to he deacaibed 

Who are yoa ? said tbe Bmperor What do yon want ? ** 

I am nch a one, Tosr Majesty's coachmaker and I came to 
aak a favoar of tbe Empress. 

For what? said the Bmperur 

Tbe coachmaker beoamlng more self poswed. staled the grotmdi 
of his nnH h«nitaH hk petUan tO tbO E i]) ]ierar who aid, I wlD 

look to it 

He went to JewepMoe. t elling her This man is right, if his 
is a just one. She attended to tbe mattiw and the coachmaka- 
was paid. 

(54) ice. 

Te Ut mcl^io» 

Napoleon -was regalariy informed of all that took place with his wife 
in private On the eve of his departore for Germany April ijth, 1809, 
be was izSonned, at vay momeoi; that the Emproes bad received 
a letter through one of her women, and waa reading it with marked 
attandan. This was enough to aroose tbe cnrloaity of a m a n naturally 
suspicioas. Ho wen hnmedialely to h* and fiaend her with that 
famous letter in her Land SIhe had thrown bersdf on tbe bed, deeply 
Mi not h.>lng jilfe to obtain iris poTnisucni to accompany him to 
Strassborg (he Urtady rmVm his leave of bar) Napoleoo had an 
iHrsn Oirnt tbk letter contained important secrets which it was am r j i tlal 
ho shoold penetrate before he left. The mystification must hate 
CpmpWfi wb^ be found only these fisw words in tbo letter 
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‘‘ Do not let Your Majesty cease to importune the Emperor , the 
most smgular chance shall aid you on this occasion Your good star 
cannot cease to direct you , it will become necessary to the Emperor, in 
order to ensure victory Victory is promised him, provided he takes you 
to one of our frontier towns Everything shows, madam, that you shall 
be on the way this night, although, in your opmion, the chances are 
agamst you — “Ah, ah I ’’ said Napoleon, rumplmg up the letter and 
rubbmg tus hands, " I am again to be the vanquisher of the House 
of Austria Wife, I shall have a double happiness You shall accom- 
pany me , I give you one hour to make your preparations ” Josephine 
knew not whether to regard it as a reality or a dream But, illusion it 
was none , she followed the Emperor The beautiful Creole put on her 
head a simple madias, and wrapped herself up m a night-robe, her 
ladies havmg only time to dress themselves in the same way * When 
she found herself actually on the road to Germany, she said to her 
husband, “ How tnflmg a circumstance has made you act a part which 
you rejected only a few hours ago , and this, in spite of all your phi- 
losophy Bonaparte, you are just like other men (a fatahst) Hitherto 
your successes have been brilliant indeed, and this tune an act of 
complacency on your part, for such I regard it, promises you, m my 
opinion, great results ’’ She was not deceived in her presentiments , 
and the famous battles of Essling and Wagram were soon added to 
Napoleon’s successes, rendering him, by the treaty of peace which 
followed, the most powerful Sovereign of the West 

(55) Page 109 
“ Levity in my conduct ’’ 

Josephine is generally charged with levity m her conduct I do not 
pretend to justify her altogether , but she was skilful enough to profit by 
the weakness of certam generals to attach them more thoroughly to her 
husband’s cause She possessed the nicest tact , her address was in- 
credible, especially when partisans were to be gained for Bonaparte 


1 I wrote this letter to the Empress at eight o’clock p m of the 12th of Apnl She 
left at three o’clock on the morning of the 13th 

2 When the Empress was travellmg she was often badly lodged, for never would 
the Emperor mention the Ume of his departure unUl the very moment arrived She 
never complamed, but was always in good spirits She was much more occupied than 
the ladies who were with her, and the first thmg she did on stoppmg was to §0 and 
visit the lodgings of her women , in case she found them uncomfortable, she would 
enquire what was needed One evenmg, being ready to go to bed, she perceived that 
the woman who lay m her room had only one qmlt upon the floor, while she herself 

had three, and a feather bed In spite of Madame Mar ’s remonstrances, the 

iimpress took one of her own quilts and ^ave it to her, that she might sleep more 
comfortably If she happened to stop and take breakfast while passmg through a 
town, her ladies in the meantime remainmg in the carriage she would be sure to send 
them a valet with biscuits and frrnt, and wme for their dessert If one of them 
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Sho u*cd the ladle* of her Court oi InttnuaenU to diicover tb* moM 
Kcret partkukr* uhlch concurood th® gJor7 or ilio ^dfiro of him 
la whom tho vrtu whdly engro^od. In a word, Bonaparte mm dontt 
K j pnaperoot, and ao well *en«l. a* during the year* ho •pent with 
tbo Mooun who was ohsay* bl* beat and coouimt frletul 


(5C) Pag* no, 

/ fidiUrtJ *0 /ajilej.” 

In thla, JOKphloe khooe preeminent She lo\-ed to mtend a helping 
band to the undent nQt»ifl«»o. She wooU promlM to iho marqolM* 
chamberlain* to tbo Emperor tbo nepbevr* of the ancient 
jndsea. The son of on old minister of LooU Wl. obtained, through her 
Indoanca. a rich prefectura, which in some degree iodetanified Mm (or 
the lo« of hlj property daring tbe Rex'olotkiQ. Tb* heads of ths most 
lUustiiout famUiei figored with great ostentation at '^opoicon s Court. 
The Dneheas of Rocbofooiaudd lady of bonour to tbe Empress, Vnmama 
her personal friend Ueadama Walsh Scbmuit, Torenoo, Octa\e Sdgor 
Uactmorency-Uatignoo Victor hlortemart, do Cherroose. BoniUi. JLo. 
were of the aumber of tbe ladies of the palace. da Beanmoot, de 

Courtomer d Aubacaon'LafeaOlade, de Memtasquka, were attached to 
Napoleon s laovt, and occopied the most djstiagnUbed posts in Joa^ 
phiaes Kric»dy>t-1 The coonts and \-iecoanU breathed more hedy 
when they began to bear tbeir asnwi* and title* pronounced in the 
«a.lnr>TML of the TaQerles and the Faubourg St Germain. The title of My 
letd took the of that of dtutw A baroness, who counted /iWittfs 
qujtUtiMft regularly paid her coort to Josephine, to obtain an appoint 
meat to the employment near her psrsoo. Tbe chfldren of the 

victim* of 9j and eat upon the same seats which had once been 
/y^Tiptfid by thdr fathers. The temple of Theml* resounded with the 
mm— of Dural d Eprimasnil. Siguier Cbopeo d Anoaville. &c, Jose* 
pbl pw hr' ft adroitly pointed out to thim, nod them folly scnslhls of 
the oocmity of »>wlr nil becoming faithfully attached to her hnthand t 
rfinwh Shonld he. noh^ipQy fall, said sbe, what would beco m e of 

vou? \oQr parent! and friends would be saoificod by the exocntiaDor* 

cf 17PJ who would Instantly again rush into poac To the military 
gentlemen sbe MooU thna depict tbdr position For you are ieser\ cd 
mil thft wealth arxt dignities of the empire tbe tycsnms and the most of 
onr losdtntlona are created for your chUdren. 'Vonr (ortone* are, Ibero- 


luf<TWwd U> Un ikl. sad bs ccttfcBed tP W bel, Um Eai prat wwU CD la pence ssd 
c»lWa slur kcr bMlih. Uo*« oilbs cscrtsfss In tu setts chsacsd to iiUts tksiw 

br say nssew. ibs wosU tw so cooccrasd sbosl k iWi ib* woeU wed hack las 
^ndsmes to look sAar k, 8och »sa Joarjibtsa 1 ImIsMa s»l sUced*« “ 
bar joutaar*. Sba wss ararywbara adocel PtnolMio* U s ewetr say « •• 

shs js aoqitn lor ko* In sdrsaca ol ber departwa. 
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fore, inseparably linked to that of the Emperor ” The clergy of every 
denomination were always received by her with the most marked atten- 
tions M Ferdmand de Rohan discharged the functions of almoner to 
her Often was the metropolitan chapter of Pans, as well as the bishops 
of the departments, presented to her AU of them were charmed with 
the respectful and affectionate manner m which she received them 
Pope Pius VII held her in the highest esteem, and Pius VI , in his last 
moments, spoke of her with the most perfect respect Indeed, all classes ^ 
of society, from the highest to the lowest, and without any distinction, 
had the utmost confidence m the Empress It may be said, ivith perfect 
truth, that she used ^ her mfluence with Napoleon to mduce him to 
rebuild the altars profaned by the unholy hands of the mnovators of the 
precedmg age , that she always protected the emigrants, who owed to 
her their perrmssion to return to France and the preservation of a 
portion of their estates 

Observation — Had those same men, thus dependent upon her 
favour, but hstened to the advice of her first husband, to stand by their 
King , to throw around him a rampart of their bodies , to make soihe 
concessions to the popular wants , to contnbute somethmg from their 
immense estates, ground out of the people through ages of feudal 
oppression and kingly misrule, in order to pay off the pubhc debt — had 
they consented to admit the eternal people to "some share m the public 
honours," that haughty but fnvolous race of men, the old nobility, 
might have been saved the humiliation of appealmg to a West India 
Creole woman for the privilege of her smile , they might have avoided 
the dishonourable necessity of fawnmg upon the Man of Destiny — the 
plebeian gemus of the age — only to betray him, and subject their 
country agam to the crushing weight of the feudal system and the 
tyranny of the Bourbons — Translator 

(57) Page III 

"Triumphant entry into Vienna ” 

Terror was at its height when Napoleon showed himself upon the 
ramparts of Vienna All the inhabitants awaited, in silence and con- 
sternation, the laws of the conqueror But as the Germans are a kmd- 
hearted and hospitable nation, they received our troops and lavished 
their attentions upon our wounded By degrees, a kmd of confidence 
was estabhshed between the two nations The good Germans dis- 
covered that they had nothmg to fear from their enemies, the French , 
the latter showed themselves generous, and the women of Vienna, 
following the example of their countrymen, treated them with the most 
charmmg urbamty Balls and concerts were frequent, and the imple- 
ments of ivar, which had earned aSnght mto the bosom of the Austnan 
capital, were soon overlooked m the general joy Good society began 
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to i nfm ata tiie kalooo* A b«tter faetiag bogao to bo manlW^wH towinli 
cm officer*. TJ* i> orii began to be *011011*, and thcee gemjcmea, oo 
their dqiarttire. left behind tbtrm m*ay a r^iet Di^dpHun wa* vary 
emrf and rlgonnu during their atay and the beat ta*to diapUyed In the 
•ociai drcle. The French lo*t aoine of their native levity and iwaxe 
eternal lovt and amtiMJuy to the beOea of Vienna, the moat of them being 
utterly at a lo*a bcw to ke^ their oatba. What a atiange Detainer 
p hoait , tald they anui^ tbemaclvea we came to loptHe 
opon the firir ooea of Vienna, and lo I d* we who are farced to wear 
t hem . Pon my bonoor amewered a yoong alde-de>caiDp, who*e 
luggage ennrirted of a bottle of roae-water ■enral tooth brnihea, knlve* 
and adxaar* caaed In mother-o peari. thrcad-nwdle* for eml^xfdering, 
Maciwr oO, gold ipecttcle* Ac. Pon my hoooor general, I am 
very onhappy I For the Uat two day* I have tien In love whh a perfect 
beanty my tieep 1 * ao troobled by her that I am aerlonsly of 

laJHng lick. Doctor cald ha (speaking to Larrey) doctor pny give 
me a prtaeivarive againrt lore do doctor for If 1 ax Ylenna, 

doctor X ahall certainly have the aplevi I cannot stand IL Ob, 
doctor 1 Thai (deaaantly did oar mukoe ooes pan 

time not erccepting eren the maater eopreane, who coold hardly get 
away from SchcBtibrnnn. Indeed. ;>>« French remained loDger 
fa Vienna, no one caa dooht bat that oosjngal fidelity woald have be- 
come an anharreaalng onprofitaUe virma. Sat, re iu t n ed to Fraace, 
each one recomed hi* hablta, and the woineQ oaly a* la farmer dajt, 
remaiaed fahhhd to thdr datlea. 

(5S) Pag# 113 .— M*»bh*v L^jnia*- 
Tbe Doke of Montebello had, beyond dcobt, a alnlater preaead- 
Denl when he moonted hi* borae to go to the cf Lobam 

He va* with Doctor Lanoefranqoe whan 1 met him on the. bridge 
over the Vienne. The marshal loved my coUeagoa. He (topped, 
took the (ktetor'* band , »nd aald. Yon win not be ilow to follow 
me I «h*ll probably stand in need of yon. Gentlemen, if I may 
credit appMjancea, the day wUJ be a hot one — Idooiierix la Doc, 
replied tha doctor it wfll add to yonr glory and wo •hall all coo- 
gratnlate yon — Gbry repeated Montebello with a nim a rin P. beloved 


ni* hjee uwny oihws, tad b«d tlw rnrVwtfy lo hav* U* fcetBO* 

told I Iw 'noted to l&ow pardoalorty tbe hind of deeiE lie tlurwld dia 'TW, 
ii w*» t afw e d . i» I —w I n1 to tbo rtnl* trf TireBfle «od U mom to b* aeor B 
h 4 »d TbtJ. intt*p»d nwn, 'irbciiB do dinaw oe«ld Muae, tr*« polo, 
ht» go— tlpr— In tho eraaln*, wbD* ceDvtrWn* wliJi tm* o< kl« ftlwJd* 1* uw 
ToIWdo* ho Wfcciaed tE«a th*t ha had paid daor fcr hi* enrieeiiy lo 
«e*rt»ln hii lua. 0€ t«*a W H to ate. wld ha, to ba ka-»»'aj W 

frwaiidneatt All hop* of aa rn'*ri g frtan my hta baa lak ■*! aad >a* I h*^ 
nm than txtea Wt dadra to poatpccia It. 
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btnoke • I should like better, a thousand times ffoid 1 shall I 

talk to }OU frankly^ I feel oppressed I don’t feel right in regard 
to this conflict, but, \vhate%er maj be the result, it will be my last 
battle ’ — How is that, general ’ ’ — ‘ Vdieu, adieu, gentlemen,’ and he 
galloped awaj from us — ‘His last words distressed me much,’ said 
Doctor Lannefranque to me, 'and I more than once saw him exhibit 
the same devotedness and the same agitation Had not his devotion 
and attachment to the Emperor been as sincere as it was, he would 
have asked to retire Weakness cannot be imputed to so brave a 
man He was, like many others, tired of the business, and persuaded 
tliat that campaign would be bis last "~C ik G 

(59) 

" Fitll by Ills shobti ’ 

On the 30th of October, iSog, the Cmperor was in imminent 
danger At mid-daj, dunng a parade, while surrounded bj his 
generals, he came near falling by the dagger of an assassin A 
young “ Selde," about seventeen >ears old, of a pleasant face, mild 
and regular features, the son of a Protestant minister, rushed upon 
him with a \iew to kill him The Prince of NeuchAtel threw him- 
self before the Emperor, while General Rapp caused the wretch to 
be seiaed He was found armed with a new, well- sharpened carving- 
knife I tremble still when I think of the scene— the assassin rushing 
upon the Emperor, and the latter exhibiting the most imperturbable 
coolness, and, without the slightest emotion, continuing to direct the 
evolutions of the troops as coolly as if a mere bu<CEing insect had 
been brushed away from him 

Bemg conducted to the hall of the gendarmes, the young man 
was searched The knife 1 have spoken of was found upon him, 
four frederics d'or, and a miniature likeness of a very handsome 
woman General Rovizo commenced questioning him, but he answered 
only in these words, “ I want to speak with the Emperor ” For 
two hours no other answer could be obteuned from him His IMajesty, 
hearing of his obstinate silence, had him brought up into his apart- 
ment in order to question him himself The following is the dialogue 
that took place — 

Napoleon — \Vhere are you from, and how long have you been at 
Vienna ’ 

Prisoner — I am from Erfurt , I have been here two months 

N — ^What do you want of me ’ 

P — ^To ask for peace, and to show you that it is mdispensable 

N — Did you suppose I would hsten to a man without reputation 
— without diplomatic authonty ^ 

P — In that case, my purpose was to kill jou 
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N — Wliat evil hare I dooe yoo ? 

P— You oppcoae my country and the -whole -worid nnlon you 
maio peaco. ytmr d e a th b necowuy ior the good of manHn^ in 
killing you, I ihould have perfbnnrf the mo«t glorioai act that a 
human being can perform. Bnt I admiro your talaoti I counted 
upon year roaaon, and, before itriUng. I wanted to ccqivinco you. 

N — Yoo are the eon of a Latbenu and di dDubtloi 

religloD that ImpeU you. 

P— No Sire my father U Igaorant of my d9*ign I have not 
communicated it to him. For two yean past I hare svutn that 
you should change your coone or die. 

N — Were you at Erfurt when I was iharo ? 

P — I ttw joo there three times. 

N — AVhy did you not IdU me then ? 

P — You then gave my country a mommi s rest I thought p-T'~e 
v.as Kcored, and I saw In you ooly a great man. 

N — Do you know Sehnrider and SchlH f 

P — No sire. 

V — Axe yoo a Fr r i xn a srm or ooe of the lUamijuii f 

P— No Sire. 

N — you know Brutna > 

P — There were two of them the last died for Ubarry 

N — Did yoQ know anything about klorean and Hchegni ■ con- 
spiracy? 

P — I read of it In the youmala. 

V — ^Vhat is your opinkm about thow men ? 

P — Rtre they were afraid to dla- 

N — A portrait was found on you — -what -woman is that ? 

P — My best friend, my lover the adopted daughter of my vlr 
tUOQS 

V — ^Vbat I yoor heart la open to tboae tender aim ti merits, and 

yet you are not afraid to afflict to undo the hedngs yon lore, by 
becoming an ? 

P — I obeyed a voice more potent than my love. 

}i — But, by strikieg me in the midst of my army did you expect 
to escape ? 

P — 1 wonder I am stfll alive. 

N —If I «bnnl<l pardon you, what use would yon make of jW 
liberty ^ 

P — My p]*?' has failed, yoo are on your guard I ahcnVl return 
poaccablT to my home 

His Mj^eety aent for Corplaart. and asked him whether be did 
not detect in the young proofs of insanity CorvisaTt e rsTnitwd 
Viim critically but answered that be faond in him ooly symptoms 
of powerful emotion. 
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He remained for two days m a hall, guarded by two gendarmes 
He walked about tranquilly, and from time to time knelt in prayer 
A table-knife was brought him with his dinner He took it and 
looked at it coldly A gendarme wished to take it out of his hand, 
but he answered ivith a snule, “ Don’t be afraid, I should do myself 
no more harm than you -will do me " The ne\t morning he heard 
the firing of cannon " ’Tis peace,” he was told by his keeper — "Are 
you not deceuang me?” said he — “No,” was the reply Then he 
seemed oiercome wath ]oy tears streamed from his eyes, he fell 
on his knees and pra3ed fervently, then rose and said, “I shall die 
more contented ’ 

■When the Emperor had left he v as sent for to be taken out and shot 
To the colonel who announced his death to him he said, " Sir, I ask but 
one fa\our, and that is that I may not be tied ” It - as granted him 
He walked with a free and firm step, and died i,ath calmness ' 


(6o) Page 1 15 — WagrajI 

Bonaparte I'-as ne% er greater than after tne battle of V/agram He 
saw that all the Pov ers of Europe \ ere ackno ledgng his preponderance 
He forced them, so to speak to admire him But the aSairs of Spa-n 
rent awar the t eil behind i inch he concealed himself The ambitious 
Napoleon now appeared hke a ne meteor , out his ctuef mimster pre- 
dicted that the attempt upon Spam * ould eebpse h ^ glor;’’ 


f6i) Page 115 — ScricE zzv. .. 


This chateau, oadt b} tne august ilane TherAie 1754 is cnlj half-a- 
league fi-om the Lnes of Vienna. Its simanon is beantTal, and annongn 
the architecture -s had it nas an air of tnajest; T" as m ims ancient 
castle that Napoleon no master of tne pnnmpal European mates, ad- 
dressed h-s secret o s to tne daugnter of 00 man, rCngs The aren- 
duchess pgeser- ed great cignt, 01 manner, not compromtstng ner prond 
character in s^zhtes* degree Sne ma not nontnleneroeh netore ner 
fether s ccncnercr, altnongn from tim moment snemo_en. np/on -‘ap<o_eon 
as an eitracrdmar; man 'Lsoemolmg, m tn 
speennz h She a"_=d mm for tafet, ana t 
obtaining an ahing sne ai^-ed From tnn moment tne amt-no ns - apo- 

Icon s”Gre iriar ci tec 

"P ^ Ci-- ci--.-.' ^ Si: ^ 






bonrg, ''n- - - --- 
Hislanwnni -^a--Vn ' , 


c' r'erm- '* 
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befbco her » pictnr© of the cbitMH of Sduenbcuon, her ffcnmrlw lUtle 
<fog,aiwii,thistl*Kfin£h'>»hich»t»\mfoii«iot Th* 6nt tkoe iho w** at 
tbo Grand Ttiaocm aba found theto direr* object* ■which hai beloo^ to 
ber and to which ibe waj greatly attached. 

The Emperor required her to dree* Iflce an Empce*. which often 
^tifoed her Til* robe 1* w*n enough," the woold «ay to the 
of her Court but do aa the Emperor cccuioaaliy 

•ent dreiM and evua ii mtr to her tiller* at Vlecma. Bot this db' 
pieeaed her hnpaehoVi, and In the Utter daya TiapoUon fodmde It 
directing thal thoee Tarlooa gariDcnU shoukl remain in Uu imperial 
wardrobe to be distributed among bleDd*. 

Tbe Emperor was fond of raising a dispute with his joung -wife, and 
that Prlaceea {bond it difficult to adapt herself to Ms Uaart character 
She often pouted, but be toao mad* U op mt being frtrid o{ UqQ*. 

But they aotnetimes had a jar aboot t>mlr son. The Emperor was 
extreme in ererTthing, even in hU otode of caressing iha infant 'WUla 
sporting with him one day be tkeld him op oc one of hla sod jpf^ 
t^sed turning tbe babe heels over head opoc the &3or MaiULccisi 
uttered a shrieh. ’Tis oothing. pisdare. nJd he the child tah« 
after his father and. like hhn he most be farulnerahU 

A* Bonapaxta vas &ad of bcasa, be used to make the young 

Priace «at aoina of that egetaUe. and would daub hi* face ortf merely 
to toahe hhn cry The Emf^seia diaapprovad o! thU. Com* mj 
boy said Napoleoa to hU son one morning look at this thmg sharply 
ft was a pocinft of Fraud* IL hi* father ia4sv which the Emjir^ 
had been prlsataly engaged in pahttfng Ha handed a bra*h to the boy 
and made htm dcib over hi* grandbther * face, rhs chQd bnrst out 
Un ghfag Maria Louisa happened to come upon <h*m while engaged in 
tbe iport, and scolded ber child for snch naughty acdoca 1 admit 1 
am to hiame, aald Napoleoo but tH«t picture dlsplaeaed me U was 
to eosnr* It* disappearance thal I let tb* child do thl^ The Empress 
was angry fw four hour* there was an apparent coldness betweeu 
them. 

OesJUvaTioi^— The above anecdote* are quite ■uffident to show how 
e^regiousty Naphleou cinaied hiiniclf in marrying that stHy ghl, glacytug 
in tbe pocipcfa* title of the daughter of th* Cmsara" H*d th* 
great Jnho* foreseen that hi* mighty nama would be tbos ammcd 
tnH diahccoTiied by the wife of Sapolaon Boo^aarte. be Birely would not 
bare ooesed the Rublcoa — Taa^rsuaroa 

(6*) rZ 4 . — PLOirertst* 

Tbe dry of Placub&res, situated anxaig the Voiget, 1* renowned lor 
U* baths. It b boBt in a bottom, sarrcftiuied by hi^ bEU, U »ncb 
n TTTnni^r it Mi' in ia to be In a wdL AD the sarroundiog country 
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abounds with mineral springs Lu\ucil, for c\ample, whose site is more 
agreeable than Plombilres, affords to those afflicted with the gravel a sure 
remedy These regions are generally subject to a variAble tcinperatiiie, 
which produces rheumatic affections , and it seems as if Providence 
hath placed the remedy by the side of the disease, for all those waters 
are filled with active healing qualities, and in a short time worlv a 
perfect cure 

There are at present three baths at Plombitres, one of which is under 
the care of the Government You find in the city a handsome ball- 
room, where the visitors assemble twice a week During the season, and 
until the end of September, you will see four or five hundred persons of 
all nations contmually going and coming, the major part of whom lio.ird 
\vith the bourgeois Two taverns only are not sufficient to accommodate 
the guests, but the inhabitants, having no other fortune than the water i, 
furnish you with board and lodging for one hundred and eighty franc i a 
month 

The \nsitors amuse themsehes by giving and attending parties m the 
neighbounng valleys (that of Plombieres is not more than half a league 
m wudth) At all hours of the day you sec the Russian and the Spaniard, 
the Neapolitan, the Englishman, the Frenchman and the Italian, the Bel- 
gian and the Pole, ndmg out together, mounted in a cart covered ^,Ith 
cloth, ornamented with boughs of trees and drawn by oxen This mode 
of ndmg out v as infinitely amusing to Josephine, and v henever she 
visited the baths at Plombieres, \ hichx as frequently, she never omitted 
this c^eeable kmd of exercise She used to carry there a quantity 
of elegant steel ornaments, v hich she distnbuted among her attendant > 
She usually left wnth the overseers of the x.orkshops there ^me e/i- 
dences of her generosity to encourage the ' orkmen V, hile in the to//n 
she used to lodge at M Martmet s, a physician, \/ho rendoJ in the 
principal street She was al '-a^s attended b> a numerous tram, and 
the inhab.tants of Plombieres. x.hene^er they had Jo:>iphine among 
them ga e -a} to me most extra’ agant expressions of joy She ^pent 
her nme m performmg acts of bene olence. and > as .isiled indiscrimi- 
nately Dj all classes of persons, to ’ hose demands ^he ne* er turned a 
deaf ear Daring one of her ■’isits, sne became ged-mother to one of 
iladame ilamnet’s children That estimaole oman, no// a /.ado//, 
ne er spo_e of me ez-Empress but 'nth the profounde^it ^jrro// and 
regret. Sne lo-ed to con.erse about her Ne er as she no nappy 
- hen sne conln saj to ner friends and acquaintances, " Alan ' Plombtertr, 
has nmt vnm an irreparable lens in me deam of Josepnine At her 
omding. Plenty re.gned nere ner presence alone attracted multitaden 
to car -atem In her ha“e I lent a pre^trens, a friend — for -non f 
nta^- -enmre to cad ner Her c.eatn nas for me pantnned all earml / 
fe-tnty , nothing no re ma i ns to me onr sorro .75. and me memo-ry of m y 
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(63) At 4 131. 

JowphiDe vrti deeply afiected by her dhroree, though It would aeon 
that the Emperor on th&t trying ocgatioc wm merely ecting a comedy 

Some dayi pretlooe to the ifith of Decembor tba Empwoc went Into 
her apartment without being annoiiDced. She wu In bed, and he «*f« 
ing hhnaelf upon tbe foot of the bed, to her as follows 

Joee^ddoe I am going to afSkt yon but the good of my people 
Imperfoosly demands that 1 should sepamte myself from too. I 
an heir Would that you might In tNU respect have falfiBed my wish 
but the thing Is now Impoedble, and it is with regret that I feel my 
self constrsfoed to take this cootie. 

Josqihino had loog since been focwvemad by Poochi of ber has- 
band ■ semut Intenrinpy but could not beUere that matters could ever 
proc e ed to such an e xtr e m ity After baring made to him soiDe firuhless 
r apr e wint a rtwy i. she dared predict to him that the day he quitted ber 
weald be tbe last day of bis glory Yoo need, said she, with rehe- 
TTywy-* a frittd. and yoo have nrrhtny but dattfirm. Do yon believe 
that year generals are truly attached to yoQ ? No I the scat of them 
only await a propitfoos mooKmt s tuni their arma against yoo. Do 
you ttdnk they will, with ancooean. see the Emperor Napoleon aearch* 
fog for a wlfo an»aog the danghten of kings ? No I they lure been bred 
In tbe same school as yooraelf they have «aracd tru nobility at the 
price of tbah blood, and the blaxonry upon their armour of which they 
are so justly prood, b but the evidence of velour which hat given them 
the prodlgloas pow er they now enjoy In Etuopa. But rememher — b 
you they bebold tbefr equ^ If they snsuio the glory of your throne 
h b only bnratwe your efovatkn seems their work. They behove you 
great b*^'**™" tbe rays of yoar grandeor are reSected by them s el ves. 
If they burn Inceose to yoo, they breathe with delight tbe Incense of 
a powtf which they ahaiu. But tbe mcancat a foredgn wife shall come 
and »<*> hereslf at your aide tbe Coart wlU ceaae to be dir e ct e d by the 
— mw bthueoce. You are too srer a man to attach to yoor person the 
■ni-Wit You may load them with favours — you have It in 

your power and U b your duty to make them forget the wremgs In- 
tepareble from the Rerotatfon — but b ewere you do not humble tbe old 
goaerals, who aerved their country before yoQ- B an i s h from your h s tlt 
«>i«t too severe etlqueUe, which was not made for them Their wives 
«Tui rTitLir m ought DOt to b« to Uosh, oithsT in youT prceencB or 
in of year fntore companion. The sword of the brave will ever bo 
your sur e st aafaguard. I myself have ever bean careful to co o dllste all 
ptrties, and to be indulgent to all oplnfooB so much so that, since ymff 
fortune have become so wooderfol I have, In a m aa iw taugtt your 
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officers to forget the immense distance which exists between General 
Bonaparte and the Emperor Napoleon ” 

(64) Page 134 

" Yoiii tiuest fiteiul ” 

The company at ^.lalmaison was always numerous and brilliant 
Josephme always did the honours, and most charmingly, at the balls 
and concerts given there Crowds of visitors, tired out with the scenes 
at the Tuileries and St Cloud, hastened to Malmaison to breathe a 
purer and serener air than that which was respired in the midst of the 
flatterers who surrounded Napoleon, and regarded it as a favour to be 
seen in the circle of his courtiers It was one day told the Empress that 
the graiid-tcuyei %vas in danger of falling into disgrace with her husband 
"Why so’" she exclaimed, "he has certainly seix-ed him well thus 
far I must see into this rupture " 

The Duke of Vicenza had been appointed to the management of the 
household affairs He superintended all the details, and the service in 
this department was exact and systematic But what produced the 
rumour about his removal was this — The Duke being on a nding 
party, m company with Mana Louisa and the Princess Aldobrandini, 
on horseback, the Empress undertook to outstnp them and ride ahead 
Caulaincourt (the duke) admonished her that she might, in so doing, 
incur danger But she persisted, and rode on Her horse stumbled, 
and Caulamcourt, seeing it, said, in a low tone, " What perverseness' " 
She heard it, and straightway went and complained of it to the 
Emperor He flew into a rage at once “That man," said he, speak- 
ing of his favourite, “ always does more than I wish , he goes too far " 
Josephine saw at once that an explanation was necessary on both 
sides The Empress was in the wrong, and so thought the Emperor 
Josephme, who well knew how important to Napoleon were the services 
of such a man as Caulaincourt, remarked to those who expressed their 
surprise that she should still take so much interest in the Emperor, 
“Were I an ordmary woman, his friends might be surprised at it , but 
I am, and ever shall be, his most constant fnend " 

(65) Page 143 

“Had swoiii to sacrifice all he held most deal " 

There was m Germany, m 1809, much said about a certain minister 
of great talent, who, whenever he was alone and at work in his cabinet, 
saw a httle black man constantly standing behind his chair , and this 
was related with an air of the profoundest conviction 

Durmg the last two years of Bonaparte’s reign, there was a tale 
continually repeated in the saloons of Pans, about a httle red man, 

22 — 2 
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who preawited hlnuelf »t Foo t ai n e hlian . and at St Clood. to obtain ta 
mdloDCo of the Kmperoc It -ww ctarontly reported and •erlowly be- 
lieved. that thli « liltie Red Uan " ( twai thtu be wa* aJled) bad been 
•cm In the palace of the ToUertea coQTertlng with Napoleon in a rery 
peremptory ityle and U waa whlaparcd anxcg the Emperoc^a frieod* 
that the little gentleman talked aery kmdiy to him and recalled to hb 
mind the famooa oath, which he (Boo^arte) had i«W| in great 
pyramid of Cheopa, fai Egypt 

Amocg tha tbreata nttcred by the little Red Man the fodowing 
was (dearly dlstlitgaisbed 

Thou abalt be p roqief ou s ontfl thy Jbrty fifth year TDl I am 
boond to protect tbee. After that. I «bpn abandon th*-* to Xieitlny 
wbo if UloQ ihalt be ao guilty as to break thine wCl know how to 
arenge me. 

The better to ondarrtand oertaln ^cts, it is nix can rj to go 
to the eady years of Napolecm Bonaparta. Thus we «h«n be 
to lift the rdi which has ever concealed from the majority of Pmch- 
men the secret reasons which nude It necxeaary fica him to nparate 
from a wife whom be was ooce pkaeed to caB bk tntcdsry angeb 

It is frBy ftstahJkhed that Bonaparte Tvcetred hk first as 

a neophyte in the tmlrartal «ct of the Free Judges In 1793 He 
took the oath at a g^oeni meeting of the brethren In the forest of 
Pontaioeblean. that no freeman ought erer to obey a king He la 
p r ecated opcm hiinwilf the most draadfbi pankhmenti In case beahooU 
violate bk pr omtia to the Indalbk btethr^ 

A second itritkrto a took place during his rictorka In Italy Boca 
parte afterwards confessed to bU intimate friends that be was not 
only at the strange ceremony of whidi be seemed to be the 

srJw object, but also at finding himself In the midst of the prindpsl 
ddek of tha army who with aliuaity and wUb hands npcm their 
swords, repeated tbe oath Death to Tyrants, whoever and whatever 
they may be. 

Tha formnla of tbe oath eiagtid of him was tUs 
I fronwmt to be pot to death If I shall make any covenant with 
royalty In ordar to axdogukb It in Europe, I wUt, without reaefre, 
employ fire and sword, and wHJ even sacrifice taAetmr U iumt to aw 
■hrmlrt tlw society whereof I have the happbieaa to be a msmber 
/i-imTTVTyl mo SO to do Hs dgned the oath with hk bkicd , and 
declsxed beforehand, a bahoc ibcrold be fall to eieaite {sith 

fnliy that which be thus salemnly ptomked. After tha most formal 
aJwurances from tbs leaders of tbe sect, a sect which could dare afly-* 


Gkry 10 AIUli, tbs mo^sanr oC Italy Tbws U no God 
aul b Hk propbst tbs bnsd stolwi by tbs wioisd bacoows dna la kk 

iTwobi ftn. 
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thing, seconded by the sicatres (assassins) scattered throughout Europe, 
Bonaparte pursued the course of his conquests with dreadful carnage 
and fixedness of purpose 

It was at Grand Cairo that the illustrious initiate had an interview 
with the head of the “ Philadelphs ’’ He had numerous meetings with 
him in a celebrated mosque, where a third and last imtiation took place 
Already did the general of the army of Egypt perceive that several of his 
officers began to evmce a design to treat him with insultmg superiority 
Kleber was of the number From this moment he foresaw reverses 
as astomshmg as had been his successes He consulted the supreme 
master of the " great work " This Egyptian passed his life with the 
Beys , but the people believed him to be a godly man, and to hold 
mental commumcation with angels 

Bonaparte had just grounds to fear being assassmated The chief of 
the “ Invulnerables " said to him, “ I will render you maccessible to all 
the strokes of faith, but upon the condition that you shall wear the 
usual dress " He prescribed the dress ‘ “Beware,” said he "not td 
adopt another m the heat of combat It hath a twofold virtue , it will 
render you mvisible to your enemies, and turn back upon them the 
blows they aim at you Should fortune ever so favour you as to place 
you at the head of a nation, beware, O my son, beware not to bmd your 
brow with the diadem of kings Thy fortune may and must astonish the 
world You are the chosen chfid of the ‘ universal society ’ It is 
everywhere invisible , but it attaches itself to you by imperceptible 
threads Should ambition, that vice of kmgs, make you wander for a 
moment from the true prmciples, then you may look for the day that 
shall see you re-descend to the level of the least of your brethren You 
will then spread misery among stranger nations, and coast the African 
seas to find a country You will be abandoned by your relations , none 
among them will follow you into exile You alone, iinhappy man ' 
Meanwhile one friend will remain to you ” 

The return of Bonaparte from Egypt to France was the work of the 
Philadelphs Having become First Consul, he renewed his oath , but 
soon the fortunate Emperor forgot what he owed to those men who had 
served h i m with their mfluence and their swords In 1805, he recounted 
to Josephine the fearful oath he had taken, of “ war upon kmgs ” He 
had thus fax discharged the obhgation tolerably well , but he had dared 
to sit upon the throne of France, and it was to be feared that the Free 
Judges might, sooner or later, come and drag him from it, and make 
him repent bitterly for that which they must regard as an act of perjury, 
unpardonable m reference to the solemn vows he had taken The 
Empress was frightened at the idea, and afraid her husband might fall 
by the dagger of some zealot belongmg to the terrible sect , and hence 


X The grey surtout and little hat, surely, which Napoleon always wore 
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thjU na nmrin ^ »ixj minaw -igflance wlilch tho otwrrod la n^ud to 
fab penaa. She \nis coartnnly sajing to Manfail Daroc, Keep a 
atrict watcfa over the Bmperor bo does oot ohoervo saffadent pre- 
t^ t itkirU' Alter the beltlo of Aostariltj Napokoo tboogbt ho cdqM 
avo the whole -wcrfaj mj >6 io the end /bigot he was etlU ooder the jtsIo 
of the lor fifb l m, who Hie tfaeb prodeceesors, know lujt bow to jwnVn 
Thn torribie little Rod Man. It eeejns, had prom is ed to vbli him 
thioo times before expoetog him to the strokes of hb The 

first brterrimr was in the chltean of the TolJcriet, thno dajs hefcre 
KapoleoQ a ccrcoattoa. A faOlet was to Napoleon ncehoi hj 
him It coDtainod 00I7 tbeee words Remember joar oath ifahrf 
to kings — a vsbmc/ rtfnbiU The new monarch ihonght nothing 
about it. He turned off the Bgjpdsn grand master somewhat ondrlhr 
as It b said. The latter personage, who was namrally patient be 
bearing, adjourned hb second vblt. which took place njta the rampatgn 
of Wagram but on Ifab ocouloo the turblbie man did mt n-rme alou. 
Be demanded a private andbuce with the Bmperor and Infanned Hm 
beforehand that be sboeld be at the pabce of footainefa/eaq, on the 
Itth of Kevember i 5 o^ The Bmperor was lor pris ed, aJtboagh be 
dbaembled hb feelings The illiailsftt then said to fatm. “'What jou 
propose to uodercake wBl lead joa to 70V ruin think of jcair o^ 
there b klU time for that They convened together it ansBs. for 
two honra. The Bnipres sraa not preecot at the converaaJdcii that 
afilicted wocnan was already coovinced that another was aocm to db* 
place her in her husband s a&rrloDa. She was not ahb then to see the 
mysterious little rrn" and never mendoaed the drcuntst s T i re , Boca- 
parte iwrf throngs of the Phlladelphs about hla person. Ftancn swanned 
with F-n gHmh Germans. Spanlsrds and Itsdlaos, who. at the least itgnil, 
would hare ftrb-.kM down the Bmperor with their ponbrda The war 
In Spain hsH begun to nnmifl die eye* of the mighty cooqQtror ha saw 
that he be vaiapibhed, and that the strib of arms was subject to 

the vldsaittalcs as great rapotations. He now began to entertain 
feara Ms private «Tr^*Tolnm oertv began to urgs him to carry out tba 
foggaadon by hb brother Loc/an In idoo, to separate fiom hb 

wife and eapouae a Spanish Infanta. He repudiated J o a ephla e, thus 
Trbat he h«Lt most dear and proving to the whole world, and 
espedaily to the Phlladelphs. that ho was a who would yk Jo^ 

Iq the tortnoQs paths Of amhidan. 

The Lt^t#i Red aT>n, or rather the sodxty which he repcea m ta d . 
wsw in hb voluntary sacrifice of Joa^hloe, nothliig hot an hiiiilstfhla 
proof that thu m«T», who was chiefly their own work, would aoooer or 
bter dare deny even i>v»nM occadne rajuim They swore hb 

deatmetkn, and In order to aocceed, thay caressed hb errors mal 
ipplanded hb entmpcUaa. It may howmer bo said to the praise 
of many amnpg thm . that they took all poasibb pains to coo>-sy secret 
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France It ibocked ill heirti by on ippirent to the lore 

of a nobte-mlnded. Innocent, blthfol and beandfol woman. 

3 Tlia c a mp e i g n to Roitia. on effort which France wii not then 
itrong enough to nutaln bot which, however gloomy and terrible in hi 
reeolti, waa the granderi conception of the age—a di^day of mllhiiy 
power nacqualled in the hiitoey of the world.— TiAMUkToa. 

(6^ Ptg$ I4fl. 

TJu item tin nu to iiodvt wty marriM^ 

Prince Engena had a monmfol and iruslHng hiterrlew with his poor 
mother They both wept bitterly The beloved son strove to mmwilfi 
the EmpreM, wbo on her port, aonglit to anme hit &rthoda. Both 
the ninKtriota rnffere ts were overcome by the ^ 'Tls 

not, said that noble woman, la the agony ol her heart, tis not that 
I 1 egret the throne, my son birt I feel that I am leaving the ffm p KnTn- 
a prey to the erfl-mlnded men who seek Us min. I »V»«n be no ledger 
h^ to warn him against tbeir false-hearted coojiseJa The task re- 
served for me henceforth win be to pity him, and to pray for him 
and the French people, whom I love. My children will my 

example. 

(67) Pngs 149. 

0* Ms ttyiMg MtashM 

The senate being assembled oo Satnrday the 16th of December 
1809, Cambacirta, the arch-chancellor of the Empire, wbo had been 
appointed to preside over the sitting, was received with the nsnaJ 
bonoorv The King of 'Westphaha. the King of Naples (Grand- 
Admiral) Prince Engeoo (Viceroy 0/ Italy) the Prince Vlco-CcsatabJe, 
and the Prince Vice-Grand Elector bebig present, the sitting was 
Opened by the Prince Arch-chancellar who addressed the body in 
t^ following terms 

Gajmjuair — The p ropodtloD aboct to be submitted to the 
dellberalloa of the wmtw u ha pr ese n t sitting is one which concerns 
oar moat Intsreata. It is dictated by that Impsioas voice 

which nr w r y J g uM and natWn that, to -nann i the Safety of a 

ttata. we mast to tbe coansels of a wise fontlgbt, refl e ct open the 
past wTTTilnw tTin p nfw nt and cast oar eyes upon the fntoro. Influ- 
enced by these high constdersikna. His Imperial Majesty has, upon 
ths present occarioo, which win be for ever memorabie, bs nhherf from 
him sU personal r»wi«idr'*ttnna, and sflenced all his priralo affocticas. 
The noble and tooching aaaest of Her Majesty the Empress Is a 
gloriona testimony ofsber dlsintereated attachment to the Emperor and 
cndtlea her to the eternal gratlttids of tbe nation. 

Count Regnaolt de St Angely than rose, and snbmitted to the 
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rtraDgw to tlia nw proBpedty for which all look wd. with 

ftctlon mi ng l ed with pride, win ehe riew tbu which htx 

sicrifios win etuore to bar ccnutrjr end the Emperor 

(M) Pagt 155. 

/■ Au tMTf bt mfWftd. 

When Bootparto Baperwtad from JosepUna he le£t the woottii who 
lied axcrdaed a great Inffaence apoa hla destlnl«. it wm$ iha who 
In a manner Urmchad him spoo Fortona a car who knew hcrw to op- 
bold him In fplte ot envy who waa the gnardlan angd ?i»nt hj PtdtI- 
dance npoa the earth to repair a thooiand wnxngi and. from the 
moment he rapodlaled her Napokon. the invincible Napoleon, b^an 
to be a prej to fearfol forehodhiga Thia labe ttep wu a trinmjdt to 
bit ePwnfffi, and all Eoropa waa amtaad a man whoaa lonxLar 
achievamenta had covered hhn with glory thoold tbnt, with a mxt of 
catentation, ran after the danghter of a Sovendgn whom he had tab- 
dned by force of aimt. From the moment (nch wet tbe general 
eicUmarion) that Ntpobon tball ttart thlt tcandakmt pro^e^ of a 
dfroree. an^ not coetent with aevedng the bon da which atv for W™ not 
leal Owcred than advaatageont than dare atpire to the hand of tbe 
angust danghter of the Ceaan. Mapoleao la no looger aajihlnf of hlm- 
•elf be it bnt an ambickm man- Be wHI tremble for the reaalt of tbo 
part be la actlag. for he win eeek to nismln himself by force, and not by 
popular favour 

Some day* before the divorce Joeephioe addresed him thna 

Bonaparte, even now you have 00 mpflitmi^g hi the atabiUty of 
yoor power You want an aCj and the very SovenlgB whom you have 
lately vanqnithed. the Sovereign who hat jntt gnxnidt to hate you, now 
•eee himtelf flattered by tbe very man who haa ao lately overran hh 
country In hit eyei yon are but a tmaU aflalr at thlt presaot time 
flir If «pi:h an enormout nu^lflce at the giving hit danghter to you In 
marriage be oecetmry to g{ w peace to hla tob^ecta. you cannot but 
kiuirw that he will aecrctly de^flse you. and my to hlmaelf, W«Q. tbe 
m^n who ao lately Twtta me trembta, wbo hopoaed anch crad coodlttofu 
upon DM la oa the evS of aome dreadfol ratattrophe. Did be ta33p(M 
blmaiiif flnaly oeated on hit Ihraoe. be would not need to leaort to a 
foreign "iHan^ , qtwI the very rirotuntlance that the mighty congaerorlt 
to anxiout to obtain a compankm of Qloitriooa birth It evldeiics that he 
inimdt, thould a atorm ever axlae, to lean npou that foreign npport- 

Tb dTU of Ntpoltte wUh the ArcMu^Mt ol AoUiU »«* ri** « 

St OocM, AjdJ M. Jtroi lb* ttlM wm* MPUnt, bot wwt launaftet W ^ 

■ Wii.fru> tbowtf— » piciitft ddnat. Th* ©wniwaT to** mat wb«* W 

aad nMT ••peedtBj UitM. 1* rtMiiTiinc* oounctel ct •kk* lea? 

Jo«phlD* *M damply by dw tenlU* c o oto irti l nn wkltfc wok ptw* U U» 
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While at Malmaison, Josephine received occasional visits from 
Napoleon, after the divorce He was fond of conversing with her, 
and used to give her the most tnflmg details of what transpired at his 
Court, telhng her often that he always saw her with renewed pleasure 
But he never spoke to her of Mana Louisa , such was the kmd of 
respect he had for the latter Josephme could scarcely restrain her 
spite Whenever her friends conversed in her presence about the 
woman who had taken her place, she carefully avoided letting fall the 
shghtest remark that could be construed into a censure of that woman , 
though it was easy to see how much it cost her to hear the qualities of 
the new Empress contmually preached up " He will never love her,” 
said she, with ill-concealed feeling , ” he has sacrificed everything to his 
pohtics But his first wife — yes, his first wife will for ever possess his 
confidence " And she did not deceive herself in this prophecy, for 
many a time did the ex-Empress have reason for exulting in the 
irresistible ascendency she still preserved over him 

(69) Page 174 

” The birth of the Kwg of Rome,” 

The new s that the Empress Mana Lomsa had given birth to a son 
w^ announced by the discharge of one hundred and one cannon The 
enthusiasm was umversal 

On heanng of this unexpected good fortune of her husband, Jose- 
phme, who had long smce abandoned all hope of having children, felt 
the more pleasure m the event, that it furnished an additional proof of 
the attachment of the French people to the Emperor She made the 
young archduke a present of a httle carnage drawn by two superb 
merinos, and had, it is said, the cunosity to go herself and see the 
first experiment ivith them The Emperor was much pleased with this 
pohte attention, and spoke of it frequently to Mana Louisa, who, as 
a matter of course, was offended , she could not endure to hear praises 
bestowed upon the woman who had preceded her It was easy, indeed, 
to perceive thaf Josephme was not forgotten, for the supreme master 
always spoke of her with new and increased interest He loved to hear 
of all that took place at Malmaison, even the most minute particulars 
Often when returning from a huntmg party, he would go and take 
Josephine unawares at Malmaison, and talk with her for some mmutes 

close of a splendid ball given by the Austrian ambassador on that occasion She 
knew her children were there Prince Eugene saved the hves of several , but m vam 
did he assure Madame Schwartzenberg that her daughter was not m the hall The 
tender mother could not believe , she rushed into the flames and perished Napoleon 
showed himself wherever the danger was most immin ent, uttermg the most cutUng 
reproaches upon those whose duty it was to keep up a mmute and active watch, and 
prevent evil minded persons &om stealmg during the fire. But m vam , the most 
valuable effects of the guests were stolen and ctimed off by the thieves withimpumt> 
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In the most friendly mmiier They indked together In yiMon 
Their couTorutkm 'waj at animated °Tut he ^rat often ^hh 
m ote eyes whan ha left her aa If be had erpeHeruthd a violent ighatloQ. 

He wa* diapJaaaad with certain of hii cotntieri, who, the momant the 
divorce took place, affected to target the fonoken Joaephlns. Have 
yon been to Malmalson ? he wonld ny to ttwn aameatly Hov 
doei the EmprcH ? which waa as mo^ as to aasnro tht it 
woold pieaae him to know that they ■Hit paid their re sp ects to Jose- 
phine, and that the political ebanwtieont might, if they chose, throw 
down the gonntlet, which be would be the first to plrh up. 

( to ) Pag! 17s 

Tk* h 4 ir~ 4 ^P*rtMi 

Joaephlne was ahsoftitefy detertnlnsd to see the Sing of Rome, 
althongh It was Imponlbla to do so at Mabniison Msdsme klonte*- 
qaden, by order of Bonsparte, went to Trianon with her angnit BH 4 
Joaephlne was advised of U. and repaired thither She lavished her 
careaaes opon the young Princou Her eyta were filled with tears. 
“Ahl she, teth a throb o^ egootiixi that west to the heart, 

** I could not— I not fulfil Bonaparte s highest wish but LotdM 
Is more happy than I, and 1 now panicc her freely frr the wrong she 
did me In eocoing to ofiirp my piof* Surely I am sow willing to 
ore rioo k all my hnMwTvi % errors, ca nct i n myself aoldy shent 
the bspplnan of a fisthor And. l^ced. frean that moment she seemed 
to regain all her gaiety anti only tboogfat of Maria Lo oi tt as exte 
who twd given to the Emperor a pledge of seenrity 

{71) Pag$ 176. — Nsvsaai. 

She often wont to Kavarre. which she had dooe moch to embellish. 
Sbo was there whan the foreign troops idvmnced npem Paris. Bat her 
Malmalsoo pcoperty was respected the alBos even despatched thither a 
gnsrd of bononr She received a letter from Talleyrand, infocming her 
Emperor Alosnder and the King ol Prussia wished to see her 
was vislled by Sovereigns, and often hoaoured by tlair 

proaeuco she even them at Mslmalson, Bnt what, slas 1 must 

have b>^ her rn^ni^l snfferlngs wbeD she jeierted to the painfol 
poaldoo of her tmthanti. Hover had she rrsseti to love him, and 
his deep miifoTtnnes now only served to redooble her affcetloa. 

was probably one of the principal causes which ptfovsHcd In 
ftfiCTrHn g fiar h'm a nrh favoonble cooditlonj from ths vlcloiicas Sove- 
reigns. She pleaded his caose with earnestness bot with dlpdty 
I have. Mid she, been hU wife I feel It my dnty both M 
obhgatioo and friendship, to intercede for him. AVbeo she beard that 
be had set oni for the Isle of Elba, she odalmed, Thoogh Bonaparte 
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IS abandoned by all who are most dear to him, I, at least, will not 
be of that number , I detest ingratitude, and will never participate 
m their panic terrors I will go and join him agam on his island, 
and there, surrounded by a few tried friends, we ivill perchance both 
of us enjoy one more ray of happiness " 

(72) Page 184 — Clarke 

It was a master-stroke of pohcy on the part of Josephine to have 
gained over, with so much adroitness, this general, who was born of 
Insh parents At the epoch of the consulate, he was nothing more 
than a partisan of Bonaparte, and quite free in the expression of his 
opimon on that subject He was in the habit of visiting at Malmmson, 
where the Consul’s wife received him with grace and distmction He 
became the more fond of Josephine because she manifested a great 
likin g for his daughter, whom she invited to leave the boarding-school 
where she had been staying, and come and spend a few days with 
her These amiable attentions were mfinitely flattering to the general 
and the prmciple of gratitude with him was sacred Having become 
Emperor, Napoleon manifested some dislike towards him, and frequently 
showed distrust Clarke complained of this to Josephine, and on more 
than one occasion expressed his mortification in her presence Like 
an adroit wofe as she was, she reassured the general and told him 
that the Emperor often confessed that General Clarke was of great 
service to him, especially on his campaigns , but that, possessmg the 
character he did, he found it convenient to dissemble and to be on 
his guard against persons who sought to look through his designs 
" General," said she, “ were you an ordinary man, Bonaparte would 
despise you, but, on the contrary, you mspire him with a kmd of 
fear , such is his distrust of a certain class of generals ^ I myself 
try to reassure him respecting those gentlemen, and give him the 
guarantee of my word, which ought to be inviolable, you know, general 
Everyone esteems you," she said, contmually, to Clarke “ Look at 

B , C , D , E , K L , M , O , R , S , 

their services and their fidehty in keeping their oaths will convmce 
you better than all my arguments Thus,” continued Josephme, m 
a manner and with a voice to which she jomed the sweetest smile, 


I Of this number was the Prince of Ponte Corvo Bemadotte, while relating to 
Napoleon how his election was brought about in Sweden, gazed at him with those 
black and piercmg eyes which always gave to his jphystognomy a singular appearance 
After a conversation of hvo hours, Napoleon saidbto him, m a qmck, sharp tone, “ Eh 
bun ! let destiny be accomplished , I would freely give three millions to see you 
mount the throne Yes, sir, let destiny be accomphshed,” agam ejaculated Na- 
poleon, observmg that Bernadette echoed those words That illustrious general, 
who was really offended with Napoleon, soon took his leave of France to be King 
of Sweden 
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ho proceeded to the Priioo da U. Foree and. In virtoo of the power with 
whkh he had fOTentod hfmiolf oat at Ifh^ « gonoral officor n„Tn^ 
Lahorlo, on whom ho praanmad ho conkl rely The latter with a 
dctachmont of the ragfmeot, procoodod to the kM of the of 

poUce. informed him of'tbo death <?£ Napolooc, and told him ha wa* 
charged by the tenato to aocore hU penon. The Dnko of Rovlgo, 
ootwtoad by Umm two jiocei of news. aafierM htoaelf to bo caught and 
carried off as easily as if ho had boon a hunb. Bafore aoren o dock In 
the mamlog, be found himself ooder lock and Lay tha aams prisoo 
from which Lahorle had been taken K>me bonra before, nil h*d his 
feUov-pnsonor the prefect of police, who permitted hlirn ^J f to be 
arrested with the same faciUty 

Dming this time, Malet repaired to the gnarters oi the ganeraJ staff 
In drder to arrest Geoerai HnlUo Ukswlse. The latter did not show 
himself as crgifldfng as Sarary bat demanded the pemial of the deoeo 
of tbs sen ate Malet, fidgning to search few It in his pocket, drew a 
pistol fired upon HaUln, and fractmed hli Jaw At this moment, 
Adjatant-General Laborda, an aettse an intre^ man, arrived at the 
qoaztsra. Sa heard what had taken place, coarinced the gnhtJianu 
who had fieUowwf Malet that they were the sport of an Impostor and 
eecitred bis person He then repaired to tha offiee of the mlnlslaf of 
police, where he foend Lahorle, who having given orders to the detks 
to draw op a r J r m tflf letter was In serious ocmfereEkce with a tailor to 
whom he was giving directions for a salt of dothea. After ouufog him 
to be apprehotufed!. Laborie went to the Force ptboc and set the 
piinlsfer of poUco at liberty After this, be ^^QQt to the defartmenl of 
police and fbond there another emlsury sent by Mallet and the 
preEect as crednloos as the I>ake of Rovlgo, was actually bn^ is pre- 
paring a new N«ti in which tha provisional genremment was to asmslde. 
At eleven o dock in the forenoon erarythlng wss restored to order 

Maria Looisa was at St. CEood while litis moreanant was going on 
at Paris. It most be said to her honoor that, oo this occasion, kha 
■iuwed coolnese and coonge. She ordered the few troepa who were 
with her to be onder anna. Bat sc a rcely had they tims to 

execute her order before she learnt the conspirators were arrested. 
The following Is an extract from a work printed In England (by 
Coiham, a booksellor) le^joctlng the conduct of the Duke of Feltre 
[Clarke] cm this oocmtion — 

Ttwi f-nfxlQct of tntrttoftt- also was soipicioas oo the <> x: a t I o a 
of klaJet ■ conspiracy or rather Ids lil-concerttd enterprise. Tbs 
duke pretended that ho had glvan orders far Malet a arrest, and th^ 
1x0 hit WfTwilf moon ted a borsa and passed ihroagh all the streets « 
Paris, aivt ondeceiving the poblfo mtnd. very troe bo did 

all thU, bat not tmtil lahorde had arrssted Ualea and ralrasrf 
rmke of Eovlgo from his confinement in La Force- Until then ho had 
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rcnnint-d quite tranquil in hib noUl, onl> u ailing, it stould t,ocm, for 
the rcbuU in order to declare hinibelf ” 

The newb of the pretended death of the Luiperor, and the more 
correct ne%s^ of the eeizure of the minister of police, bpruad rapidly 
through Pans, but without producing anj effect No demonstration of 
jo> nor signs of sorrow were visible ihe faubourgs of St Antoine 
and St M mceau, alw tys so agitated m times of revolution, remained 
{lertectly tramjuil The only sentiment which seemed to amm ite the 
partisans w ts ih it felt by the spectators of a g une of chess — the 
curiosity to see how the matter will end The ne\l day people thought 
of nothing but to let slip their sarcasms a.gaiiist the minister of police, 
of whom they jolangly said that, on this occasion, he had made a tour 
ih for t 

(76) I, So 

*• //, 1 / honibl^ LJtiiihophi 

\ spectacle now presented itself which nty imagination had never 
before conceived, no not while iierusing the most dreatlful pages of 
ancient and modern history Coiislernatioii kept i great part of the 
population of Moscow shut up in their houses, from which they did 
not issue until the fire had penetrated into their asylums Terror held 
them mule, they stood trembling, not daring to utter the slightest 
imprecation against the Prench borne of them attempted to fly, and 
to carry with them the most precious of their effects, while others, 
more sensible to the demands of nature and humanity , thought only of 
saving their relations Here you might have seen a son bearing off his 
infirm father upon his shoulders , there, mothers holding their babes m 
their arms, and shedding over them torrents of tears , while their older 
children, afraid of losing them, pursued on after their fleeing mothers, 
and calling out to them with piercing and lamenting cries Many of the 
aged, more borne down v ith gnef than years, unable to follow their 
families, shedding bitter tears over the desolation of their country, 
gave themselves up to die under the roofs where they were born 
The streets, the public squares, the churches, were all filled with these 
wretched beings, who, lying upon what remained of their household 
goods, groaned away the heavy hours, without giving even the smallest 
sign of despair You heard no dispute, no cry amongst them Victor 
and vanquished were alike struck with stupor, the one by eveess of 
fortune, the other by excess of misery 

The fire, pursuing its desolating course, soon reached the finest 
parts of the city In a moment, as it were, all those palaces which we 
had so much admired for their elegant architecture and tasty decora- 
tions, were wrapped in flames and consumed Their superb pediments, 
adorned with bas-rehefs and statues, deprived of their supports, fell 
with a wild crash upon the rums of their colunms The churches, 
VOL II 23 
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thoogh nxfad wilh tlla» or lead, alao fell, tod with them pcood 
dome* wUch tha last sanaot had ie»ealed to na, ill reiplandcnt -with 
•Hrer lod gold. The hospltaU, In which w er e rDore 20 000 sicic 
and woondod. soon fell a pmy to Iha deronring dement The lool 
rerolti tod fre aies with horror at the scene which foDowod. Nmriy 
evoy cme of thoM mlserahle VTOtcbes perished in the flaznei and tlM 
few who still retained the breath of Ilfs were nen rtrm g g<n] j thenmlTa 
along, half bnmt to death, amongst the smoking dnden while others 
of the nambw groanfog ondar piles of ccrpaea, them op in crder 
to get at the Ugbt of day 

How shall I deamibe the tnnmlts which the pillaging, connlrad at 
throngboot this Irtmvmse city prodocad? Soldlen, sotlora. galley 
alarea, prostltntei. nuUng throogh the streeta, entered the deaertad 
palaces, stealing end carryliig off whatever coold flatter their cnpldity 
Some loaded tbemselvea with tisanes of sQk gold others corered 
tlylr shoolders with the most coatly hirs many loaded themselves 
down with srocaen a and chUdiOD a furred robea. Svto gaQey slaves 
concealed their rags beneath the Conrt dresses. Others, again, niabcd 
to the ceUart. dashed In the doors, aod, after msHng themselves 
drank with the moat costly wloea. tottered oot agiin, Udeo with Im 
wnwiK b ‘?‘*i ^ y *r TH« frightfnl was not to 

srhlch were deserted. The hocrcas of the town and the rapacity of the 
populace were all ceminondad together and aided the phioderers in 
jwamriny a wodc of devastation os great aa that of the conflagration 
Kor did thoae asyhima wait long to be violated by an insolent soldiery 
Those who had officers with them hoped, for an lnstant« to eacaps tbs 
fvimnvm danger but the Ere. advancing rapidly upoo tham aocoi robbed 
them of ah their bopaa. 

Towards evening Napoleon, no longer tbtnVing Mmielf nfe In a 
dty whose ruin Inevitable, left tbs KremUn and took up hla 

quarters with bis anlta in ths chltean of Petenkof. ^Vhlls seeing him 
post, 1 could iK>t but look with a afanddar upon ths leader of a barbarous 
expedition, who, to shun the cries of a just pobOo indignalktn. was seek 
tn g f* in sotne dark corner But It waa in vain the flames 

pursoal bim OQ all aides, and. flashing open bis guilty bead, reminded 
me of the torches of the Eumeoldea purvulng the crtmlitala devoted to 
the tnferual gods.— 4 i Rtati*.’' 

(77) Pag * 194. 

HMffy rrtMrn fnn 

The coospiracy of Malet and i-»bm 4 w struck Napoleon uUh tenor 
for if over his aathcaity ought to have been regarded as firmly estab- 
It was wblle be was carrying tbs lanor of hU anrn to the 
extremity of Europe. He could never acou t om himself to tbs idea 
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that obscure citizens could have dared to overthrow him who was 
making kings tremble In his rage he accused the public functionanes 
and magistrates of havmg betrayed his interests, since not one of them 
had thought of carrying out the constitution of the empire, by calhng to 
the throne the child who was tq succeed him To him this was an 
irresistible proof that, notwithstanding all he had done of grand and 
wonderful, nothmg would be more difBcult than for him to estabhsh a 
new dynasty Tormented by this reflection, the army became to him 
a thing of httle account , and, abandomng all his plans of campaign, he 
thought only of quitting us (says Eugene de la Beaum), and flymg to 
Pans, m order to apply a remedy to an event which seemed to have 
taken place only to show him how fragile was that colossal power which 
he had neglected properly to consolidate , for he was earned away by a 
false system, disgraceful to our age, which taught him that battles only 
were necessary to the foundmg of an empire 

On his return to the capital, Napoleon was received by the senate 
vnth the same enthusiasm as if he had conquered on the banks of Ehe 
Beresma , he demanded an extraordinary levy of 350,000 men, and 
obtained it All the cities of France vied with each other m furnishing 
him ready-equipped horsemen Napoleon now gave the pubhc to under- 
stand that this was to protect the temtory of France from invasion At 
the name of " Country,” every good citizen roused himself from the kind 
of slumber mto which he had been plunged Every man offered himself 
to defend it , people of worth and expenence declared that it must be 
hedged m ivith a triple row of bayonets, and that, before passmg that 
banner, the mvader must march over the body of the last soldier of 
France Honour to the brave men who fell in Saxony while resisting 
the combmed forces of so many nations ' 

(78) Page 196 
” Subject to hts control ” 

Smee 1789 this father of politics had been engaged m studymg the 
characters of the statesmen of Europe He knew how to take advantage 
of their weaknesses in consohdatmg the rismg power of Napoleon In 
concert with him, he set about re-estabhshmg the ancient customs and 
ceremomes of rehgion that had been abolished by the demagogues of 
1793 and 1794 Frenchmen, now governed by more just laws, and free 
in the exercise of their rehgious worship, forgot that they had a Caesar 
That naturally docile nation became submissive and faithful when it 
could worship its God accordmg to its ritual The coronation of the 
new Emperor was really a conquest achieved over the republican party 
Napoleon, thanks to his sword and his mimster, appeared truly great m 
the measures he took to preserve the frmts of that triumph M Talley- 
rand pomted out to him that a conqueror might mvade a kingdom with 

23—2 



356 


NOTES TO THE SECRET MEMOIRS OP 


Impmify bat not orertiiiuw ui »Itaror di«pI»co an {mi|;o oftlaVlrgiji, 

witboct erd rin g n general disturbance. In order to plesae hli new eob- 
Jecti, Napoleon a ff l icted to re-establUh reilgiDfia ceremonies with that 
pomp and decency whlcb are mjaired by our myMetiaa. The visit of 
Pope Ptoi VII to Prance was a nmf i^Hti whereof the coronation was 
the qnintawaco. The character which he hnps e ts ed upon cer»> 
moQy was the trinmph of policy In <-nnsr.tiftat4ng tds power over a p'nni Ua 
accDJtooied to revere their kin^ Soon did this Hercnlee of the Cabinet, 
thh man so superior to others, by the »rrtwT>t of bis knowledge and the 
delicacy of his genius, penetrate the of bH the Courts of Europe. 

He understood perfectly bow to prodt by his csgtclty •nA 

knew bow to distinguish the mere courtier from the useful and laboHoos 
mao. He could appredata all our grand chameleons. Hw fvmM 
direct the campass of the world whenever he wished. Sometimes the 
mm oTOr whom his Influffrya ertended would thwlr Sovorelgni 

tc^ employ the aid of such aod such persons — to make «nnTi toeb 
couceadons and sometlinas they would disavow them. Napoleon would 
have fallen six years before had not Uds able minister dir e ct ed the 
wheels of his pohdal chariot The Abbf de Pradi caanot be compared 
to tVi* modern Rlcbeheo, although iny l.<ord Bishop of MaOnes Is a 
of great talent The latter is bat a tl^ rate min whan coctrasled with 
Tafleyrud- A oian of new ft-Tx! oiighud labodng with ease and 
rabidity (without cait e sp o o dance. for he wrote to nobody) a co nec t tfi^ 
fail habltaated to reason qulddy from cause to effect of unexampled 
fudlity In f— ing from ana subj^ to another viewing at a glaoce a 
whole soite of characters In profile a man of wit and of the srorld. 
poUsbed in his int er co ur aa with socie t y fond of women, heeding them 
little, thr mg ti availing htmself of their lucky ideas afraid of having his 
own dealgns penetrated, but fond of penetrating those of others with 
some fyirrmls*. whom be cared Uttle tor some friends, whom be well 
understood fri fptng to 11 e onkniTWQ. but troubling hhnself but Uttle 
oo that scars — such was TaUeyramL Whau the proper time shall come, 
he win be recaHad to a mlulstry which be wUl know well how to dts- 
charge. He stin owes more than one service to his country and to his 
frkods — Notx by JoaxFHtn 

{yg) fV** 198. 

Ridm Uuir WMMtiy 

“ I do not pretend, said F&wlon to the Duka of Dargundy his pupil* 

I do ly^ protend *Vi«t republics furnish us no proofs of troa patriothux. 
Tl» vlrtnoi may bo compared to those luefal plants which giw eroy 
where though does not prove that one cUm i fft may not bo more 
farocrable to thmi itf>o*ber PatrloUsm, oven i rnidst tba thorns 
and btmmUes 0/ anarchy aod under the dog-atar of despothm, has soma- 
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limci borne the most prccionb fruit, but jou will not henco conclude 
tbnt, beciusoU bath shone more brightly amidst the diborders of society, 
disorders arc most conj^cnial to it , there it oiiK shines by contrast " 

The most of our iioliticiaiis of lyyj hate left to their oftspnng, as 
their sole inheritance, nothing but their sad doctrines Those toiing 
Brutuses must necessarily reject all ide t of monarchical power, and 
still caress the hope of the bright days of fnciidJnp and brotherhood 
Mas ' We hate furnishe<l the proof tint i pure democracy too ofte'ii 
degenerates into mere' licence Besidus, utery got eminent not founded 
upon the basis of religion justice, and respect for jierson and property, 
tends to desjtoiisni and anarchy What is anarchy ’ V disorder in 
the state, where no one has authority to coiiiinand and ciuse the 
laws to be respected, and where, consequently, the people conduct 
theniseltes as diet please, without curb without subordination, and 
without police O rreiichtiieii ' let u. strite to banish all new 
dissensions from the bo^oni of our hippy country, and thus wrest from 
the stranger a shameful pretest for igem ri\ aging our protinceo and 
appropriating to himself the fruits of .is year, of jieace What did I 
say ’ Tins Paris, this jieerlesi city, ha. once seen the stranger within 
her walls lie sought to conform himaelf to our tastes, our h ibits jx.r- 
chance by an e\ce s of politeness, and the belter to please ns, he may 
finally be lempteal to stay here for e\er' fins we must fear, this wc 
must as Old 

(bo) Pjgr coy 

'“Stilt uimn/ioy in yam- /aurr " 

"To obtain peace, sacrifice everything, since without it you lose the 
empire, your honour, your independence 'Ihinlv, O Bonaparte," was 
Josephine's constant language to him Such were the counsels she gave 
himwheiieser he sisited Malm iison During the latter part of his reign 
she used to say to him, • Give up the idea of seeking the' foreigner .at his 
hearth Raise against him an inespugnahle rampart on your frontiers, 
and call to the defence thereof those legions of brave men with v.hom 
the cry of ‘Honour and country’*' u.xs no vain shout That sublime 
impulse was of itself worth a whole army Persevere, persevere, O 
thou who hast so much to dread from the nations thou hast conquered 
But if God hath not punished thee for having neglected the sagest 
counsels, should the strangers invade our provinces and force thee to 
descend from the throne, lay thy crovvn at the feet of the senate of 
France, that it may be offered to the most worthy’ A stranger should 
never place upon his brow the diadem of our Kings Then, Bonaparte, 
should there be yet time, fly to Italy , quit a country which holds within 
Its ramparts the proud German and the sons of Bntain Spare thy 
country the horrors of a civil war, ever dangerous to the one party as 
well as to the other Posterity, more just than contemporaries, will 
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t h a ofc thee for tby modarwioii tod proncnmce ja*t eiilogimm opOQ tby 
chanctar —Not* ar Jotirar**. 


(8i) P*tf *J»- 
**Tq io tJu luiKtn iien ” 

The Efljpreee JoeepMne quitted her cbefiihed abode la each a 
of despair that btf atteodants bad gnat dfflnilty in r e ai i irin g 
to her raiod Already bad she heard the alarm cry of Sara yoOTKlf I 
the stranger approacbea ^rltb c^dd ftiidea. He baa passed the frootler 
The crowds of Copecks are ererywhare ^aeadlng de^ah and dMt>i 
It was a thnnderclap to that afflicted hot Itv^Ung \roman hot soon 
recovering ber wonted oneigy and presence of aha gave orders 

hamodlately that her whole booeebold ahoald proce e d to Xavarra. She 
left In haste. One of the ouinbracei of the carriage which boee her 
broke In the middle of the way and It was reentry to stop. Some 
troops appeared In the di«t«ng»i whom she took to be ccdomni of Pn» 
sfans fn pnrtalt of her She expected to be carried off by qwtn fcoxe. 
and was greatly hightensd. Bat her jooroey was lesnm^. and coo* 
thiaad witbottt any atyidegt How moorninl, how desgadring. most 
have been bo reflectkais to crosaiog the thrthold of a caMla where 
she bad every mament rsteoa to fear she shotild be expoaed to danger 
or Inaolt Alas, said she “lUth, UtUa doe* Boa^arte dream of 
what U taldsg place lo Paris t Did h^ Us sonl would be rant by mortal 
anxletlce. The sir of miCDOcem with which she pronoonced these few 
words showed bat too plainly that hie bad so longer a charm for bar 

For aercvul days she pr et Br i 'ed to remain alone Her ladies noticed 
♦tft ihe was coathmaHy peroxtng and re-penaing a letter which the 
Rm pamr wrote bsr front Brienoe. to which he nld, Josephine, whOt 
t e v bi ting the spot wbare I poseed my eariy childhood, and comparing 
the peacefol boors I then at^^oyed with tbs agltatioiu and terrors which 
I DOW exparlsnce, I am constrained to say to myself, I have soaght death 
in the >TiM»t of combats I finr It do longer — to me it would this 
day be a blessing 

Dming the lattsr part of her stay at Kavure, Josephine sescoed 
crashed tpr onij)eakahls sn gntah Bot often would she say when 
spesiUng of Bomiparte, I fh« only ooe to whom hs entrusted all 
his seexsta — all the ooe which has canacd his ruin and had be 

ffwnmnntoifwtl that to IDS lo seasoo, I sboald still have enjoyed his 
amt bj FT— 3^ of my couDsels be would, perhaps, have escaped 
these new calamities. 

Soon, however shs roceiTod an Invitmtioo to yield to the wish 
expr e ss ed by the QlostrioQs allies to see her at M s lmnts oo. T his a cO 
merited marie of rvrpect moved her svmii to tears. She to 

tbs first wife of Kapoleoo. tboogbt she, shooW r em ai n fat- 
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\iMblc to all c>us Nc\i,rtho!i,bb, she was induced by high and powerful 
consuleraiions to quit Isv\arrc and return and do the honours at 
Malniaison Her emotion must ha\e been calrenie on revisiting her 
cherished abode V guard of honour watched around her , her property 
was respected She fouiul herself, so to speaK, m the midst of her 
Court, but surrounded b) the inoat ilhistnous personages in Europe 
Then might she have esteemed heroelf fortunate, being the only member 
of the whole imperial fainil) whose title, and honour, were preserved 
Josephine, shining with grace and annabihtj, honoured by the presence 
of the world s master,, appeared again to the e>es of the I rench people 
like a bnlliant meteor latcl) eclipsed bj a cloud Throngs of stninger^ 
came to Malniaison to admire and to pitj her, and she received the most 
honourable felicitations for the noble devotion ,he had displa>ed during 
the gloomiest periods of the Kevoluiion ** Cver> where," said the 
Emperor Vlevaiider to her, ** everywhere 1 hear the name of Josephinu 
praised That Princess, it is every v.herc said, was IJonaparte s guar- 
dian angel, you shall be sO still to the 1 reiich people" (added that 
generous Prince), " for. following your evample, madam, and in order to 
prove to you the interest v ith which you inspire me, I shall fulfil your 
intentions bv protecting, v\iih all the power I jiossess. the people over 
whom yon have reigneal She who hath counselled none c sublime 
actions merits now to reap their fniits enjoy, then, the good you have 
done, and as well m my own name as m that of my illustrious allies, bo 
assured of the most constant and honour ible protection ' Such were 
the marks of respect which Josephine received on the day of her first 
interview with the most powerful monarchs of Europe 


( 32 ) Piise 232 

'•The /o,v they mamfesUd to tht, rintf/i {'CopU 

The Emperor Alexander ever manifested the most noble disposition 
towards the Trench people In this he sought to imitate the great and 
generous Catherine, his illustrious ancestor, who also loved them It 
was to the magnanimity and moderation of that august Pnnee that 
Paris owed the complete preservation of all her monuments Tor this 
Josephme more than once testified her gratitude " Happy the people 
subject to your sway," said she, "and happier still those who, having 
evpenenced great vicissitudes of fortune, have seen themselves forced, 
through the inscrutable ways of Providence, to pass, in their turn, from 
the Capitolme Hill under the Caudine Forks If, generous Prince, they 
have m you found a mediator who could only moderate the seventy of 
the conventions imposed upon them by conquerors irntated by their 
own disasters, you have been the first to show to the world a sublime 
example, one which distinguishes you from your allies by its rare 
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diaintero«tedM«i and inatting tha Frmi people, to to qxai, qHtVi 
ovldancaa of jm uDoamplad guneroiltj yoa have acqolrod a title to 
the ♦K»nV« oi posterity 

(83) Ptg$ 134. 

Tiuir Iffifimtft /riars.” 

Very many of tlu moat Uluurkms famflW in Franco crtred tbeir 
po Utica i existenco to tiie ex Bmpreaa. Her taste 'ras to obUge her 
posidan rendered her neceaiiij As to her opinions, they irere uelJ 
known. Henelf a Tlcdm of the Rerolntlon, could bot detest its 
prindples. Ralnd in some sort In the midst of the Conrt of \ ertalllei, 
she coold not bnt adopt Us osagea. Wbaierer she spoke of Lonls XVL 
and his family her eyes woold fiQ with taan, ** They snflered moch, 
said she. ** ^Vbeaever my eyes fall npoo the Place de XV 1 

seem to see them there, sarroaiMled by the {mjJements of their 
The mslevolent are erer the shooid Napoleco fan f r o ci power 

t>day they wtmld drag him to the sra,ffold, Nothing U nun ideal 
than the acclamadons of the moltUode. I detest all those aieemhlages 
where paid orators seek to electrify the pccpla by making them rqieat, 
even to ouiaty the phrases — Long Hre the Repohhe I Down with the 
RepobUcI Long the Directoryi No mare Dlrccloryl Hurrah 
fortheOsaall Long lire the Bmpemrl Long Ihe Empress I Ac. 

An SDch cries are bnt the {orenmaars of honible catas tr ophes. Bxety 
prinos who r e pos es apon the poplnar iaxvar Is near fait fadL When 
Napoieoo beard her talk that, be woold say Ta/sii o am ifsas " 
To please Wni, she would hold her toogoa, for he did not Uke maxims 
and, for the aska of peace, she would change the co n\ -er sarinn , When 
she heard that the Hoose of Boarbon was to be recalled to the throoe, 

first words w-apwd her were. At least, a foreign dynasty will 
not rule orer Franca. It Is but just — it belongs to them. 1 shall take 
pleasure in seeiiig them, especially the dnrhsss, She Is an angel of 
goodness. " Sbs was doubtless speaking of the DndteM Dowager of 
Orleans, admirable Princess whom all parties r esp e c t e d, and who, 
after her l<wig and IQ-msrited mblcirtinies, >m at length found a sopport 
Providence watched o ver bsr os well as the angost daughter of Lods 
XVI Josephine, iMtcftiio witnessed the entry of Monsieor the King's 
brother into Paris was observed to be deeply moved when she 

hard that Prince repeat to tiu moltitudee who wers miHng the sir ring 
with their piv ^T i \» ttfirt«, “Yes, my frienxls, tls bat one Frenchman mors 
■ini-mg joQ " — “ Axhniiable words I said Josephine. I am sore, if 
Napoleon w er e present, bo would be moved by th em . Alas, c on ld be be 
phflftwiphtr enough to look npoo this with the tye 0/ a sage, how happy 
icd^ we both Btm be I Bat ambitinn. and the lost of roUng. are 
which Bcfxe up on all msn. and until their latest breath they 
ding to power How Uttlo haw they of the nobis philosophy of the 
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great Saladin, who directed that, after his death, his %vinding-sheet 
should be shown to the people, and that they "should be told that ‘ that 
was all of this world which remained to the great Saladin ’ ” 

(84) Page 236 

“ Neva pretexts for defeinng it ” 

Napoleon, who, in the days of his glory, had seen himself at the 
head of 500,000 combatants, now found himself at Fontamebleau with 
nothing but his guard, reduced to two or three thousand men, but deter- 
mined to shed for him the last drop of their blood Whether from the 
effect of his sudden overthrow, or from some other cause, he was seized 
by a fit of catalepsis, a malady to which he was subject He fell down, 
motionless and speechless His physician, M Corvisart, was called, 
and lavished upon him his utmost care and skill For this reason, his 
departure for the island of Elba was postponed 

Though still sick, his curiosity was excited by the Pans journals, 
which he read daily, holding them m his trembling hands, and castmg a 
rapid and unqmet glance upon their columns Instead of the extrava- 
gant eulogies of which he had been for fifteen years the object, he now 
found m them nothing but late-coming, painful truths He foamed xvith 
rage and vented himself m threats, forgetting that the part he had to act 
was finished Recovenng his equanimity, he now reflected that he was 
no longer the redoubtable Napoleon, and m his anguish exclaimed, 
“ Had I been told, three years ago, but the hundredth part of the truths 
1 have heard to-day, you would still see me on the throne of France " — 
a humihatmg reflection, indeed, to the cowardly flatterers who had 
surrounded him , to those mefificient and miserable functionaries who, 
constantly kneeling at his feet, had, without any sense of shame, sold* 
him to the mterests of the people , to those mercenary poets — those 
subsidised writers who, m their base and cowardly compositions, had 
exhausted all the forms of the most servile adulation — who showed 
themselves utterly indifferent to the public evils, provided they could 
fill their rapacious palms with gold, the price of their depravity 

Napoleon preserved all his character in his misfortunes , and now 
prepared to close the last scene of his expirmg power Under different 
pretexts he had delayed his departure, but suddenly assembhng the 
troops composmg his guard who remamed about his person, he 
passed them m review Signs of terror were discoverable in his altered 
countenance, and some tears fell from his eyes The guard waited for 
his orders in silence , but not a cry of "Vtve VEmpereur smote the air 
The old warnors preserved an attitude of perfect respect, although it 
was manifest their hearts were overcome by gnef After walking his 
horse a few paces along the Ime, Napoleon, addressmg himself to 
them, spoke as follows — 
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Soch wore th« dreuni of that good wocnan. She lorod to petwado 
benelf that Napoleon tired of giandeur ttjippod of hk «TnKTrim 
wonld one day Imltata the groat modela of andent riiru-« But the 
tlrirat for pow I* contagkiQa, and iu raTagt* great. A aceptre b 
not anTrendered with the same ease nllh which It waa acquired 
and Napoleon In hla rnkfortanea could not aay with Dtodedan, 
O ye who have mn rue seated on a thmoe, mrrv^ now aol see 
the lettuce which I planted with my own hands | " 

(Sa) Pags *43 

Nwmi^ 

Joeephlne had learnt through a eeoet that Marat was 

very aiudoas to sever Mi Interests from thoee of Bonaparte, whom 
she advliad of It Be Instantly despatched formal orden for Mrn 
to ralM bis fall nomber of men, and his janctioQ with the 

Viceroy of Italy By tMs ineana the Emperor proposed to protect 
Italy and Mattered bliD.svi]f that Vienna would be In Ms eoaoer 

than the ahla ocmid tshe Faria Bat Mum paid no regard to the 
proadeea be Ms brother ln4aw be no mn— 

in Mb favour but m the ccsmary eDdeavoored to panlyae aH the 
<t L«p iTht/ins of Prince Eugene. Napoleon ccditlnnally <t»- 

Uverance from thar quarter hence bis strange security wl:^ he was 
at FontalnebleaJi. Viceroy did not delay to write to the Empress 
and give her an account of the dimitng trcsaon of Murat who bad 
left Mm akco eKposad to so arany dang^ Nevortheiesa. the Prlncs 
eodeavoored to make the best of his position, though be could not, 
single-handed, resist ao t arg e a hostile farce. Had Murat coinblnH 
the whole plan for the Mraskm of Italy by the allies, be coold not, 
in refcrencs to Ms own safety have done Ms duty better 

(Sg) Paf$ * 43 . — Gmuro DucHxas or NavAana. 

After ber (hvarce, Josephine passed her rime alternately at Mai 
iTi«t*nfi fTtd the rhitiien of Nsvarre. At theM places she received 
daily at all boms of the day tb* blesshcgs of a muldtode of 
poor f-mtlW who Hvod only on her boonty Hero, when reduced 
to occ up y a Urcdtcd sphere of life hero sh* fiausd friends j ttt, tr** 
fn$Us! The great have but few lew Indeed, of that Hass among 
them. 

On her rifwth her estate at Navarre should have d esce n ded to 
be* Kn. She had deUghted to embsniih that spot, which had been 
totally neglected for a aeries of years. She made numerous im- 

N TSirs sod Its dspaodaDclM one* b s Icrw J to d* B<oII1ob kaJty Iu ss^ 
sss by soalon, ssd Nspolooe wss Uw hlf b eW bUdsr to ubota u «ss soW 
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pro\ementb, aiid ga\c a new hfe to that spot which had been long 
dcbcrted, but which her prujcnco rendered an enchanted palace Had 
she wished it, she might ha\e prcscr\ed the title of Grand Duchess 
of Navarrt;, but it is said she refused it She was, however, to be 
presented to His Majesty Louis XVIII under the title of the Countess 

of , but Destinj, which sports with all human schemes, decided 

It otheniise Without this mysterious agency, the part which 
Josephine acted might have been more diflicult , her star might have 
directed her course far, far away from the path in which it led her 

(qo) Page 

•• The tn^hitttudc 0/ Muhtt " 

After the fall of the Emperor, and his departure to the island of 
Elba, Josephine fell into a profound melancholy Her feelings were 
visibly aflected whenever her husband’s name was mentioned in her 
presence Murat’s name had become odious to her, the more so 
that she never liked him She had learnt that he was no stranger 
to the plot which was being concocted to take Napoleon from the island 
of Elba and expatriate him to a more distant region According to 
josephme’s idea Jtiurat hoped to obtain, in consideration of that 
act of villainy, full and entire security, and remain the peaceable 
possessor of the crown of Naples, others, on the contrary, who 
thought themselves more competent to judge, imputed to Murat far 
nobler intentions 

When Josephine was informed of these pcrGdious movements on 
the part of Murat, she had begun to feel the approaches of that 
cruel malady which, at the end of a few days, laid her m the tomb 
She confided her secret to a faithful agent of Bonaparte, and urged 
him for the last time to distrust his near relations By a species of 
fatahty, the person charged with carrying this despatch was arrested 
on the frontier, and it was not until five months after Josephine’s 
death that Napoleon was informed of it , hence the continual fears 
he entertamed for his safety The vicinity of Naples added still to 
his terrors Such, indeed, were his apprehensions that, dunng the 
latter part of his stay at Elba, he would not suffer himself to be 
approached On the day of his departure for France, he gave 
a ball to the best society at Port Ferrajo in order to conceal his 
project, but so completely was he preoccupied that he neglected 
at the moment to provide for the peace and safety of his family 
Madame Letitia had made several voyages to King Joachim (Murat, 
IMng of Naples) to induce him to be favourable to his brother-in-lavv 

for the sum of 900,000 francs He made a present of it to Josephine after her 
divorce, and paid her three visits at this her new residence On one occasion 
he arrived at midnight and left at two o’clock in the morning 
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— uhJch that deceitful man promlaod. But Jcwphfaia hid 
hli darignj md bid that lotereatlag woman been iHto at tin 
of Moral a mlafortanea, though pitying hi* tad anH. the would hiTO 
remained convinced that the fatality whkh punoBa na la often bnt 
the jnat rccompenao of onp guilty deaigna. Whole geaeratkma aie 
ancietlrTva pantahad for the Crimea of &lhera. 


i^j) Psii A, 7 

''T)tai yttnat — Mauuhoh 

Becocie Cmpreaa of the Prench, JoaepUne preaerved her rimplw 
taatea and her loro for ntadc life. Adored by a peopia who aaw in 
her their gnardiao angel, ahe waa never more happy than when, re- 
tired to MalmnJano, ahe could paaa bv rime in thla new away 

from the pomp of bar i mp e ria l boaband a Court- One of the drat 
oaea the made of her power waa la her beaotUhl g»rrf«m«- 

Well taoght In all the branchea of natnral history ahe 0 / MaK 

malaon an Immenae moaguta, cooaeczated apedally to ad fflnfA 

The men of laumfitg whom the patronlaed and encooraged by her 
bounty and to whom abe fomiabad the meana of txavalllsg, were at 
apac j aJ p«in« to I'r i'HD the J j p nr q oartg a of globe, the 

rare and Intareariog objecta. To gratify her innate love of natural 
history the re a erv ed. In the new amngcmanta of her park, a portlcin 
of it to be devoted to the theoretical and practical ttndy her faronrlte 
■Hfnr" She estabUihnd at Maimalano a botanical garden, a meoageile, 
and a achool of agricoltore and it waa under her eye. and almoat onder 
her peraonal direction, that the lovers of Nature came to atudy her 

pK<»TUTTrim«- 

Tbe botanical garden Inclodlng tbe hot-honjee, contained all thoce 
rare pl»nt« which art or patiance can canae to grow In oor cHmita. Tbe 
menagerie, one of tbe moat oomplete In Snrope, contained all aorta of 
T«Tvi anfmat^ aqoatfo OT wingod. that can live In our atmorphere. Tbe 
of agiicnlture, tarfahllatmtl Dpoa tbe plan of that of RamboofTlrt, 
waa devoted to uaeful axperlmenta. having for their aole object the 
p aT r r .%-tVtr> of the drat of hnmTi arts, and the opening to the Freocb 
people new aooitxa of wealth and proaperlty In theae cUflerent eatab- 
hahmenta the naefol waa mingled with the agreeable and Joaaphlne, lo 
tbe Tw4H«i of her gardeoa, m i-r i uim iiiH by her aupeib merinoa and other 
■THm.h cxnaecrated to tbe me of man, appeared to the French people 
nice a benedceot divinity occopled w^ the aole deatro and cara of 
rendering them happy 

She proved ihia to them by Incmring, In reality no expenao except 
for objocu wbkh preaented to her heart acme hope of oaefiilncaa. She 
nunificed pim< in organ talag her dld’ereot eatahUahincoU, bat 

never the thought lor a moment of waiting money in 
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building herself a. palace worthy of the wife of the most powerful 
monarch in Europe The modest habitation of Malmaison, composed 
of a simple nz-Jc-cIuiussi.c and one storey, always satisfied her ambition 
But though the aspect of this humble abode did not announce to the 
traveller the Empress of the French, the story of her virtues, of her 
beneficence, the tears of love and gratitude shed by all the dwellers 
in the neighbounng hamlet while speaking of her, soon made her 
known , and the traveller returned struck with admiration for the 
woman who desired to reign only to be loved 

(92) Piigc 257 
" //ii last tvonh ” 

The death of Josephine threw all France into tears, and even 
strangers shared in the general sorrow They witnessed the universal 
regrets her death occasioned , and it may be truly said, to the praise of 
both the friends and foes of Bonaparte, that, on this mournful occasion, 
all united to scatter flowers upon the tomb of the woman who had 
adorned the happy days of the illustrious exile On heanng of her 
premature death, the people were generally of opinion that some wicked 
hand had administered her the hemlock Many uttered their suspicions 
aloud Nothing, however, proves that these suspicions were well 
founded What tended to give them credence was the black mgratituih 
and the datk smth, of the man who was the supposed agent of a cnminal 
intrigue Woe to that coward, if he be guilty ! But the sensible 
portion of those who were attached to Josephine (and on this subject 
I have made the most minute and authentic investigations) have all, 
with the exception of those who are fond of something new, informed 
me that, on returnmg from St Leu-Tavernay, on the day that Queen 
Hortense gave a great dinner to the allied Sovereigns, Josephine felt 
a general prostration of strength The Empress's physician recom- 
mended her to adopt some precautions, and gave her an emetic and 
a cathartic She felt relieved, and resumed her usual habits She 
meanwhile continued to do the honours at Malmaison, as heretofore 
His Majesty the Emperor Alexander came there regularly, and Jose- 
phme felt happy when she saw Eugene and that great Prince laughing 
and amusing themselves with antic sports on the green bank which 
fronted the pnnciped apartments In vain did that patient and endunng 
woman seek to conceal from herself her real sufferings , m vain did 
she, on the 26th of May, endeavour to make her accustomed promenade 
She was forced to keep her house, contrary to her habit She felt 
weak , a cold perspiration covered her face She underwent much pain 
durmg the followmg night, and expenenced a degree of delirium She 
seemed much agitated, and talked a great deal On the next day 
(Fnday) she gave a great dmner to the lOng of Prussia and the 
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Emperor of R nni a. She wae enriora to bo preomt at It hwMf md 
made u efibrt to got oat of bar bod. bn^ fn vain Her danghter m 
charged to loctire tho Qlattrioas guests. 

The dhe aao from thU raomoot took a rory ierioai tnnL It via 
generally cred it ed about the homo the malady was a catarrh. 

ft gg fa cted by the Skor A farmoriy the Empotir'a phjskdaa but 

■who had now biTnino hers. Doctor Lansjo who reritW at RneO. 

and wbo administered under A a dlrectlooa, coold not, notwith. 

standing his good intentlocis, save the tUo of Um Empreaa. His superior 

{A ) having Defected to come, and Josephine ftt^lfng herself growing 

worse. Lamoo Judged It ooccMary to apply to the beck of 

her neck and b et we en the ihontdas, with a view to scatter the io- 

flammation. Bat Lamoo mold do nothing rJ Mms Atf w tttvn-i f Wng 

authorised by the chief physician. aJtboogh the Empress bogged him 
to take It upon hhnself. if ho Judged h necessary The tv>rt rnn f T'tn g 

A arrived, but that IDastriom woman bad now but a few boors to 

Uvo. She reproached him foe hb want of attentloo. and tf-ld hfm thsf 

'' hla Ttogtect had kCUod her ** (her own words) t jrruin aytd he 

coaid have cared her hfe had ho bees permitted to cpply the leeches 
to which kL A a tu wgre d , Too sboold bare diu so is a 
so argent, witboot waiting tor ay arrival. Aito her death the body 
was opened by Doctor Laiooa— He fimnd a deposh of blood at the 
back of the oeck. Just as ha had anppo se d and this U was that ex 
tingabbed the life of the onhappy Josephine. 

( 9 j) iVlv 158- 

“ Tit Em^trf AUtamitr bani imU U*n ” 

The Emperor of Rmda wu not present wfaea JoeepfalDe breathed 

her last Kw TrtwiH ■> XTmlrwI«nn ■hnrrily afinr That gSHSTOOS FrloCS 
to he t^ftndtviiid {ntn boT apaitmcsiL Casing upon the lifeless 
remains of her wbo bat a few boors before, had so much ssdtsd hb 
feelings of ■Hmtrertnn, he coold not r eslr i in fab tears. In vain did 
be striv e to console her two chUdrea. That angnst Prince. whpQy 
overconie by grief, was not in a cooditlan to moderate that of the 
spectators of socrowfaig The whole hocaebold of the dead 

Joeephiae melted Into tears, for she was really adored. Nomeronj 
strangers wbo h«i never known her but wbo happened to be present 
at the Hma of her their tears with thoce of the moorocfs. 

One of Were I at the time of bar internnot. engaged 

In actual service, I woald certainly oceompony her faneral train, even 
vitboat ■■ttng permission of my vomniander 

Hb Majesty the Emperor Alexander appeared in cocs olfl h le. and 
repeated many times— She b mi mere, that w oman wbotn France 
BriWifjmt that angel of goodness U no mora Those who 
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ha\ti known Josephine can never forget her She leavcb to her children, 
her fnendb, and her contemporaneb, deep but merited regrets " 

(9O f’t'o'*' 25S 
“SoUmn convoy " 

On the end of June the funeral honourb were paid to the mortal 
remains of the Empress Josephine m the parish church at Rueil The 
cortege, composed of a detachment of cavalry and 200 men of the 
National Guard, left the ch.lteau of Malmaison at noon, having at its 
head the banners of the different fraternities of the parish of Rued 
The suite was composed of the Prince of Mecklenburg, General Sacken, 
the two grandchildren of the deceased Empress, Marshals of France, 
general officers (foreign as well as Trench), senators, numerous aides- 
de-camp to Their Majesties the Emperor of Russia and King of Prussia, 
a great number of ecclesiastics from the neighbouring parishes, oflicers 
of the National Guard the prefect and sub-prefect, the mayor, and more 
than S.ooo inhabitants of the environs, assembled to pay their last 
homage to the memory of a Princess who so well deserved the name 
of mother to the poor and afflicted M Band, Archbishop of Tours, 
assisted by the Bishops of Evreu\ and Versailles, celebrated Mass After 
reading the Holy Scriptures, he pronounced the funeral oration The 
body of the Empress, placed in a leaden coffin enclosed m a bo\ of 
wood covered with black cloth, was deposited in the lower southern 
side of the church at Rueil, in a vault, whereon was raised a cJiapclU 
aniuitk, formed of funeral hangings , the altar, nchly decorated m the 
form of a tomb, and the altar-piece representmg a cross, were surmounted 
by a canopy On the nght was placed the statue of Immortality, on 
the left that of Religion A sepulchral lamp was suspended in the middle 
of the chapcUc ardente, and in the middle of the same chapcllc were placed 
a desk, some seats and armchairs Her heart was deposited m a square 
leaden bo\, to be sent to its destination The chapclL anhiitc at Mal- 
maison, as well as the front and inside of the church there, were shrouded 
in black, but without any heraldic characters The ceremony did not 
terminate until five o’clock p m Such are the details of the funeral 
obseqmes of a Prmcess whose life, considering the health she usually 
enjoyed, should have been of much longer duration — D L 

(95) 261 

“Hey last tear fell upon his portrait" 

“ Banished to an island under a foreign sky, torn from France, from 
a wife the model of all virtues, from a beloved son, from all his fnends , 
fallen from the palaces of kings, among the hills of Elba, overcome by 
cares and fatigues, sad and melancholy, alone amidst the dwellers on 
VOL II 24 
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that iilaod< there itill renudo to erne falth/ol PyladM «ad a £ev 
warriorB who have volanlarily iharcd hU axtu Bonaparte caa never 
End conaolatkm In hii deep mbCortanea, except in the reflectlod that there 
ctOl remains to him oMt tm JrUmi xAa AaU nfvtr cumd ta utri mr 
kU prtdoiu Ufi Bui alas ! tkth tost t« kirn —Lsst vorit of Jottfkiju, 

(96) Pago 261 

A umpU ftou MOV cDotn kfr 

The toenbatone bears neither epitaph nor InscriptioD It <rwtli-«i« 
nothing except that the beit of mothers the moat excellezit of wivea, 
slept the sleep of the joat, 00 the ipth of Ma^ 1814 The widow and 
the orphan dally go to weep at her tomb and the v et er an surrlvors 
of oar Tictorlea address thdr prayer s to Heaven for the repoae of her 
who lived only for the French people. Uoltltndesofherfslllifalfirknds 
condnnahy sUt the last resting place of her 'whcaamemocywasbcmonied 
by oniver^ moornlng and To-day nothing distingnishe* 

htf tomb The earth U not pressed by a larcoidagns of coatJy work 
maaahtp No barrier defeaids the entrance to the chapel The poor 
and tFm rich can ceme at all boorat the fraihy of 

homan grandeo and InatahUJty of all tinmyt' a&hs. \Vhat now 
remains of Joaephlne Is the recoDertkffl of her good deeda 

\ e aools I — ye who are tktrsfen the chfldraa of lorTow who 

covet the coopanlcuiahip of come to flnefi and contemplate 

the dost of her who Utaly mented year respect and your love. Ah, 
rtmn, pouT forth yooT teais epon her nml 

Narrow tnmh last raatlng-ptace of the gods of this eauth, how dost 
thou hnmbla thdr pride I Vain mortal Uft thli stone I 

Here lies a vrotnon who daring her happy days, perchance awakened 
thine envy all the vain displays of earthly grestnesa have vanished uUh 
her her body as cold as the marble which covtts it, is but the prey 
of Death. Her repntalkm alone will live after her 
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N\ioLhON, Dmixror of the rrcnch, Kiny of Iial), I’rolccior of the 
Confcdi-ration of the Rhint, Mcclinior of the bui ts Confederation 
Joshiii, his brother, Kin,; ol bpun and thu Indies 
Luuiii his brotlier, of Holl uid 

Jlko'U , his brother. Kin^; of We t{)haha 
Lecihs, his brotlur, I’nnee of Caniiio 

reu\, his bister, Ornid Diiche a of riijCiii), Rrince^s of Luce i and 
Ihombmo, \ ife of I eli\ D leeiochi 
l'\eLi*i, hib ijter, I’rinee . of Ouajlatla (Prince s Hurt,heje) 
Cmolio, his filter. Grind Dnche,,. ot Uer;, and Cleies, Oueen of 
Naples, Countes, of I ipano 

lIoKTU'si (diu,,hter ot Jc>,,ephine b> Mesaiu’er Lieanhariuis) tjueen 
of Holland (wife of Loui . Najioleon) 
bThiiivML (daiiolitef of “beiaior IJeauhariUH," in einij^r uit, brother 
of Vlcaander He luh irn us). Grat'd Dudley,, of 13 ideti 

DIGMTAKlLb 


\MUe.Ml, Duke of I’ailua 
Aectiwie, Duke of Ceil^hoiie 

\eu \as Ms, I eoi ' 1 (Jo^phine » jjU bv Misinder He nili irii n 

\icero) of ltd\ Pn iCe o*' Vi iiiee 
13r’ .AIIOTTL, PniiCe Ol loUeCoIV./, Kill,, of b edell 
liLiTiiU!, Pniice of Neuicratel a d W i^raiii 
IJtssii 1 I.S, Duke of 1 in i 
CiMivceus Duke ol Pan 1 1 , krctichi eei’ur 
CiLLM .coeaT. Duke of V.ceiu i 
Ceiall-, Duleol 1 elUe 
DvioesT Duke e-f \i'r/ih 
Dcj ec. Du/e o'" 1 null 
loecHe, Duke oi tJtr . to 
Gieni., Dike of <»a 'a 
Je.or I3u/e cf kern Ue^ 

LeLLt..j'\. , D,,,( e ol \ till 
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Lj^hex, Dake of MacUebello. 

T.ttmuB Dtike of PUftaotiE. 

Lmsvss, Duke of Dantzic. 

Macdoheu) Duka of Txreotam. 

UaJUT Doko of "RagMnrv 

MaJLMOtfT Duke of RagouL 

MAAsuiL. Doko of RlvoU Piioce of EuUag 

UcUfCXV Dak« of CVmag<tAna 

Mocnu, Duka of Tra?iao 

ITorTTO* Count of Lobu. 

Muiut King of Napfei, Grand Duka of Berg and CJevea. 

Key Prince of Motkwa. Duka of ElcBloguH ( TJu Bnutti ef Brtvt ) 
OoDixoT Duke of Raggto. 

Savajit Duka qf Rovlga 
SotTLT XHjka of Dalmiria 
SocuET Dnka of Alboian^ 

Taluyeaih} Pdnea of 3«aa\'«Qto. 

Vamdeiou Count de Heinbarg 
Vicxot, Duke de Bellaao 


THE EHD 


li. k EKMOU, nUJITlX 3. «>•» LOkWUt. » 



